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BOOK SECOND CONTINUED 




THE 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


CARTHAGINIANS 


9 


CONTI N U E D. 



fjThe Interval between the Second and 5T hiRd Punic 


War 


• ■ _ * 

T 


9 

his interval, though confiderable Enough with regard to ife 


duration, fince it took up above fifty years, is very little re 


markable as to the events which relate to Carthage. 


They 


may be reduced to two heads; of which the one relates to the 
perfon of Hannibal, and the other to lbrne particular differences 
between the Carthaginians and Mafiniffa king of the Numidi- 
ans. We fhall treat both feparately, but with no great extent. 


SECTION L 

w 

Continuation of the History of Hannibal . 

a 

When the fecond Punic war was ended, by the treaty of peace 
concluded with Scipio, Hannibal,' as he himfelf obferved in the 
Carthaginian fenate, was forty-five years of age. "What we have 
further to fay of this great man, includes the fpace of twenty- 

five years* 



After the conclulion of the peace, Hannibal, at lead in the 
beginning, was greatly refpedled in Carthage, where he filled 
the firft employments of the ftate with honour and applaufe. 
Volume //. A 
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He headed the Carthaginian forces in fome wars againft the 

, to whom the very name of Han- 


Africans : But the Romans 


nibal gave uneafinefs, not being able to fee him in arms, made 

complaints on that account $ and accordingly he was recalled to 

♦ 

Carthage. 

b On his return 


appointed praetor, which feems to 


have be 
author! 1 


he 


y confiderable employment, as well as of 


Carthage is therefore going to be, with regard 


him, a new theatre, as it were, on which he will difplay 


tu 


*s and qualities of a quite differ 
have hitherto admired in him* and 


of this illuftr 


t nature from thofe wi 
hich will finifh the pic 


Eagerly defirous of reftoring the affairs of his afflicted coun 


try 


for 


happy 


he was perfiiaded, that 


1 


the two moil powerful methods to make a hate flourifh, were,, 
an exaCl and equal diitribution of juftice to all people in gene¬ 
ral, and a faithful management of the public finances. The 


former, by prefer 


an equality among the citizens, and 


making them enjoy fuch a delightful, undifturbed liberty, un 
der the protection of the laws, as fully fecures their honour 


their lives, and properties 5 unites the individuals of the com¬ 
monwealth more clofely together, and attaches them more 
firmly to the ftate, to which they owe the prefervation of all 
that is moft dear and valuable to them. The latter, by a faith 
ful adminiflration of the public revenues, 
the feveral wants and necefiities of the fiate 


fupplies punctually 
; keeps in referve 

failing refource for fudden emergencies, and prevents 
the people from being burdened with new taxes, which are 
rendered neceffary by extravagant profufion, and which chief¬ 
ly contribute to make men harbour an averlion for a govern- 
ment. 


Hannibal faw 


ith great concern, the 


o 


management of the finances 


had crept equally into the adminiftration of juftice, and the 

Upon his being nominated 
praetor, as his love for regularity and order made him uneafy 

at every deviation from it, and prompted him to ufe his ut- 


a 


Corn. Ncp. in Annib 


■ * 

O 


810. A. M 
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moft endeavours to reftore 


he had the courage to attempt 


the reformation of this double abufe, which drew after it a 
numberlefs multitude of others, without dreading, either the 
animoflty of the old faction that oppofed him, or the new en¬ 
mity which his zeal for the republic muft neceftarily raife. 

The judges exercifed the moft cruel rapine with impunity. 
They were fo many petty tyrants, who difpofed, in an arbitra¬ 
ry manner, of the lives and fortunes of the citizens; without 

w 

there being the leaft poffibility of putting a ftop to their injuft. 

tice, becaufe they held their commiftions for life, and mutually 

* 

fupported one another. Hannibal, as praetor, fummoned be¬ 
fore his tribunal an officer, belonging to the bench of judge 

openly abufed his power. Livy tells us that he was 




who 


queftor. This officer, who was in the oppofite faction to 
Hannibal, and had already aftiimed all the pride and haughti- 
nefs of the judges, among whom he was to be admitted at the 
expiration of his prefent office, infolently refufed to obey the 

was not of a difpofition to fufter an af- 


fummons. Hannibal 


front of this nature tamely. Accordingly he caufed him to be 

feized by a lictor, and brought him before the aftembly of the 

people. There, not fatisfted with levelling his refentment 

againft this ftngle officer, he impeached the whole bench of 
judges ; 

ftrained, either by the fear of the 
magiftrat 


whofe infupportable and tyrannical pride was not re 


ith 


laws, or a reverence for the 
as Hannibal perceived that he was heard 
pleafure, and that the loweft and moft inconftderable of 


And 


the people difcovered on this occafton 


hey were no long 


er able to bear the infolent pride of thefe judges, who feemed 

to have a deftgn upon their liberties 5 he propofed a law, which 

accordingly pafted, by which it was enacted, that new judges 

ftiould be chofen annually; with a claufe, that none ftiould con r 

tinue in office beyond that term. This law, at the fame time 

that it acquired him the friendiliip and efteem of the people, 

drew upon him, proportionably, the hatred of the greateft part 
of the grandees and nobility. 


<1 


He attempted another reforma 




which created him 

Aij 


c I.iv. 1. xxxiii. n. 46. 
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enemies, but gained him great honour. The public revenues 
were either fquandered away by the negligence of thofe who 
had the management of them, or were plundered by the chief 
men of the city, and the magiftrates; fo that money being 
wanting to pay the annual tribute due to the Romans, the Car¬ 
thaginians were going to levy it upon the people in general. 
Hannibal, entering into a large detail of the public revenues, 
ordered an exa<ft eftimate of them to be laid before him; in- 

I 

quired in what manner they had been applied; the employ¬ 
ments and ordinary expences of the Rate ; and having difco- 
vered, by this inquiry, that the public funds had been in. a great 
meafure embezzled, by the fraud of the officers who had the 
management of them; he declared and promifed, in a full aft- 
fembly of the people, that, without laying any new taxes upon 
private men, the republic fhould hereafter be enabled to pay 
the tribute to the Remans, and he was as good as his word. 
The farmers of the revenues, whofe plunder and rapine he had 
publicly detecled, having accuftomed themfelves hitherto to 
fatten upon the fpoils of their country, exclaimed # vehement¬ 
ly againft thefe regulations, as if their own property had been 
forced out of their hands, and not the fums they had plunder¬ 
ed from the public. 

The RETRAET and DEATH of HANNIEAL. 

4 

c Tms double reformation of abufes raifed great clamours 
againft Hannibal. His enemies were writing inceftantly to the 
chief men, or their friends, at Rome, to inform them, that 

he was carrying on a fecret intelligence with Antiochus king 

# 

of Syria; that he frequently received couriers from him; and 
that this prince had privately difpatched agents to Hannibal, 
to concert, with him, the meafures for carrying on the war he 
was meditating: That as fome animals are fo extremely fierce, 
that it is impoffible ever to tame them ; in like manner this 
man was of fo turbulent and implacable a fpirit, that he could 

d Uv. 1 . xxxiii, n. 46, 47. e Ibid. 1 . xxxiii. n. 45—49. 

* Turn vero ifd quos paVerat per aliquot annos publicus peculatus, velut bonis 
ereptis, non furto eorum manibus oxtorto, infenfi et irati, Romanos in Annibalem^ 
et ipfos caufam odii quaerentes, inftigabant. Liv. 
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not brook eafe, and therefore would, fooner or later, break out 
again. Thefe informations were liftened to at Rome; and as 
the tranfaclions of the preceding war had been begun and car¬ 
ried on almoft folely by Hannibal, they appeared the 'more pro¬ 
bable. However, Scipio ftrongly oppofed the violent meafures 
which the fenate were going to take, on their receiving this in- 

m 

telligence, by reprefenting it as derogatory to the dignity of 
the Roman people, to countenance the hatred and accufations 
of Hannibal’s enemies; to fupport, with their authority, their 
unjuft pafiions; and obftinately to purfue him even to the very 
heart of his country; as though the Romans had not humbled 
him fufftciently, in driving him out of the field, and forcing 
him to lay down his arms. 

But notwithftanding thefe prudent remonftrances, the fenate 
appointed three commiffioners to go and make their complaints 
to Carthage, and to demand that Hannibal fhould be delivered 
up to them. On their arrival in that city, though other things 
were fpecioufly pretended, yet Hannibal was perfectly fenfible 
that himfelf only was aimed at. The evening being come, 

he conveyed himfelf on board a fhip, which he had fecretly 

% 

provided for that purpofe ; on which occalion he bewailed his 
country’s fate more than his own. “ Saepius patriae quam. * 
fuorum eventus miferatus.” This was the eighth year after 
the conclufion of the peace. The firft place he landed at was 
Tyre, where he was received as in his fecond country, and had 
all the honours paid him which were due to his exalted merit. 
f After ftaying fome days here, he fet out for Antioch, which 
the king Had lately left, and from thence waited upon him at 
Ephefus. The arrival of fo renowned a general gave great 
pleafure to the king; and did not a little contribute to deter¬ 
mine him tp engage in war againft Rome; for hitherto he had 
appeared wavering and uncertain on that head. s In this city 
a philofopher, who was looked upon as the greateft orator of 
Alia,-had the imprudence tp harangue before Hannibal, on the 

Aiij 

t 

f A, M. 3812. A. Rom. 556 § Cic. de Orat. 1 . ii. n. 75, ;6* 

* It fhould be, I think, w fuos.’* 


1 
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duties of a general, and the rules of the art-military. The 
fpeech charmed the whole audience. But Hannibal being 
alked his opinion of it, tc I have feen,” fays he, (( many old 
dotards in my life, but this exceeds them all 
The Carthaginians, juftly fearing that HannibaFs efcape 
would certainly draw upon them the arms of the Romans, fent 
them advice that Hannibal was withdrawn to Antiochus f. 
The Romans were very much difturbed at this news, and the 
king might have turned it extremely to his advantage, had he 
known how to make a proper ufe of it. 

h The flrfl counfel that Hannibal gave him at this time, 
and which he frequently repeated afterwards, was, to make 

Italy the feat of the war. He required an hundred fhips, ele- 

# 

ven or twelve thoufand land-forces, and offered to take upon 
himfelf the command of the fleet; to crofs into Africa, in or¬ 
der to engage the Carthaginians in the warj and afterwards 

to make a defcent upon Italy, during which the king himfelf 

# 

fhould be ready to crofs over, with his army, into Italy, when¬ 
ever it fhould be thought convenient. This was the only 
thing proper to be done, and the king approved very much 
the propofal at flrft. 

1 Hannibal thought it would be expedient to prepare his 
friends at Carthage, in order to engage them the more flrongly 
in his interefh The tranfmitting of particulars^ by letters, is 
not only unfafe, but alfo give an imperfedl idea of things, anck 
is never fufflciently particular. He therefore difpatched a 
truffy perfon with ample inflrudlions to Carthage. This man 


h Liv. 1. xxxiv. n. 6o. 


6 


* Hie Poc-nus libere refpondifle fertur, multos fe deliros fenes faepe vidifTe : Sed 
epui magis quam Phormio deliraret«vidifie ncminem. Stobaeus, Serm. lii. gives 


the following account of this matter. 


9 . ’sO 1 \ 4 ~ 

axyp^as ~T9:*y tiv ( 3 ' c?ri 




OTt 


6 cro^o^ y.ovQy <rcaryi} oc h~lv, tyiKa-tfi, vo//-Tmv uSvvct'lov ilvou ty.rof tmc St sgyuv iyTrttglag 

xnv Iv rurnig lmrr,yr,v g i. e. Hannibal hearing a Stoic philofopher undertake to 
prove tliat the wife man was the only general, latighed, as thinking it impcfiiblc 
for a man to have any fkill in war, without being long pradiifed in it, 

f They did more, for they font tw r o fhips to purfuc* Hannibal, and bring him 
back; they fold off his goods, razed his houfe ; and, by a public decree, declared 
him an exile. Such was the gratitude the Carthaginians fhowed to the grcatcR 
cncral they ever had. Corn. Ncp. in vita Hannib, c, 7. 


o 
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was 


fcarce arrived in the city, but his bufinefs was iufpe&ed 


and 


lafl: 


Accordingly, he was watched and followed ; 
ders were iffued for his being feized. However, he prevented 
the vigilance of his enemies, and efcaped in the night; after 


having fixed 


feveral public places, papers, which fully de 


dared the occafion of his coming among them. The fenate 

4 

immediately fent advice of this to the Romans. 


k Villius, one of the deputies who had been fent into Afia, 
to inquire into the fiate of affairs there, and, if poffible, to dif- 

cover the real defigns of Antiochus, found Hannibal in Ep^iefus. 

» 

He had many conferences with him, paid him feveral vifits, and 
fpecioufly- affeded to fhow him a particular efteem on all oc-? 

cafions. But his chief aim, by all this artificial behaviour, was 

% 

to make him be fufpeded, and to lefien his credit with the 
king, in which he fucceeded but too well 

o * 

Some authors affirm, that Scipio was joined in this embafiy; 


i 


and they even relate the 


rfation which that general had 


with Hannibal. They tell us, that the Roman having afked 
him, who, in his opinion, was the greatefi: captain that had 
ever lived \ he anfwered, Alexander the Great, becaufe, with 
a handful of Macedonians, he had defeated numberlefs armies, 
and carried his conquefts into countries fo very remote, that 
it feemed fcarce poffible for any man only to travel fo far. 
Being afterwards alked, to whom he gave the ibcond rank; 
he anfwered, to Pyrrhus : For this king, fays Hannibal, firft 
underftood the art of pitching a camp to advantage ; no com¬ 


mander had 


made a more jud 


choice of his poft 


9 


was better ikilled in drawing up of his forces, or was more 
happy in winning the affection of foreign foldiers ; infomuch 
that even the people of Italy were more defirous to have him 

A •••• 

A uii 


k A. M.3813. A. Rom. 557. I.iv. 1 . xxxv. n. 14. Polyb. 1 . iil. p. 166, 167. 

1 Liv. 1 . xxxv. n. 14. jPlutarch. in vita Flamin, Sic, 

* Polybius reprefents this application of Villius to Hannibal, as a premeditated 
defigu, in order to render him fufpedled to Antiochus,becaute of hisintimacy with 
a Roman. L,ivy owns, that the affair fuccecded as if it had been defigned; but, 
at the fame time, he gives, for a very obvious reafon, another turn to this conv( r» 
fation, and fays, that no more was intended by it, than to found Hannibal, and ttu 
remove any fears or apprehenfions he might be under from the Romans. 


% 
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for their governor than the Romans themfelves, though they 

4 

had fo long been fubjedt to them. Scipio proceeding, afked 
him next, whom he looked upon as a third captain ; on which 
decifion Hannibal made no fcruple to give the preference to 
himfelf. Here Scipio could not forbear laughing : But what 
would you have faid,” continued Scipio, “had you conquered 

u have ranked myfelf 
above Alexander, Pyrrhus, and all the generals the world 
* e ever produced.” Scipio was not infenfibie of fo refined and 
delicate a flattery, which he no ways, expedled ; and which, by 

giving him no rival, fbemed to infinuate, that no captain was 

♦ « 

worthy of being put in comparifon with him. 

0 • 

The anfwer, as told by m Plutarch, is lefs witty, and not fo 
probable. In this author, Hannibal gives Pyrrhus the firft place, 
Scipio the fecond, and himfelf the third. 

n Hannibal, fenfible of the coldnefs with which Antiochus 
received him, ever fince his conferences with Villius or Scipio, 
took no notice of it for fome time, and feemed infenfibie of it. 

9 

But at lafl he thought it advifable to come to an eclaireiffe- 
ment with the king, and to open his mind freely to him. ** The 
* c hatred,” fays he, “ which I bear to the Romans, is known to 
f< the whole world. I bound myfelf to it by an oath, from 
“ my moft tender infancy. It was this hatred that made me 
<c draw the fword againft Rome during thirty-fix years. It 
was that, even in times of peace, drove me from my native 
“ country, and forced me to feek an afylum in your domi- 

9 

* c nions. For ever guided and fired by the fame paffion, fhould 
cc my hopes be eluded, I will fly to every part of the globe, 
cc and roufe up all nations againft the Romans. I hate them, 
iC will hate them eternally ; and know that they bear me no 
lefs animofity. So long as you fhall continue in the refo- 
lution to take up arms againft that people, you may rank 

€t Hannibal in the number of your beft friends. But if other 

♦ 

counfels incline you to peace, I declare to you, once for all, 
addrefs yourfelf to others for counfel, and not to me.” Such 

211 Pint, in Pyrrho 3 p. 687. n Ibid, n. 19. 

* 


(c me ?” “ I would,” replied Hannibal, 
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a fpeech, which came from his heart, and exprefled the great- 
eft ftncerity, ftruck the king, and feemed to retnove all his 
fufpicions ; fo' that he now refolved to give Hannibal the com¬ 
mand of part of his fleet. 

° But what havoc is not flattery capable of making in courts 
and in the minds of princes ? Antiochus was told, <c that it was 
“ imprudent in him to put fo much confidence in Hannibal, 
“ an exile, a Carthaginian, whofe fortune or genius might fug- 
(C geft, in one day, a thoufand different projects to him: That 
f* befldes, this very fame which Hannibal had acquired in war, 

and which he confidered as his peculiar inheritance, was too 

6 

« great for a man who fought only under the enligns of ano- 

ther: That none but the king ought to be the general and 

“ conductor of the war ; and that it was incumbent on him 

iC to draw upon himfelf. only the eyes and attention of all 

tsL men ; whereas, fhould Hannibal be employed, he, a foreign- 

js afcribed to him 




would have the glory of all victori 


T9 


No minds,” # fays Livy 


th 


oc 


cafion. are more fuf- 


“ ceptible of envy, than tliofe whofe merit is below their birth 
(C and dignity •, fuch perfons always abhorring virtue and worth 

in others, for this reafon only, becaufe they are ftrangc and 

’ This obfervation was fullv verified 


foreign to themfelves. 


\ 

this occafion. Antiochus had been taken on his weak fide; 
a low and fordid jealoufy, which is the defeat and charadfer- 
iftic of little minds, extinguifhed every generous fentiment in 


Hannibal was now flighted and laid aiide 




that monarch. 

however, the latter was greatly revenged on Antiochus, by the 
ill fuccefs this prince met with; and fhewed, how unfortunate 
that king is whofe foul is acceffible to envy, and his ears open 
to the poifonous infinuation of flatterers 


which Hannibal, for 


p In a council held fome time after, to 

S 

form’s fake, was admitted, he, when it cam 

♦ 

endeavoured chiefly to prove, that Philip of Macedon oug 


his turn to fp 




» 


o 


JLiv. 1. xxxv. n. 42, 43. 


P Ibid. 1 . xxxvi. n. 7. 

invidiam funt, quam eorum 


genus ac 


|jam fuam animis non aequam: Qu a virtutem et bonum alienym odcrunt. 

thinks it is better to read, ut bonum alicnmn. 


fortu- 

Me-. 
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on any terms, to be invited into the alliance of Antiochus 
which was not fo difficult as might be imagined. “ With re> 


tc 


gard 




fays Hannibal, “to the operations of the war, I adhere 




<c 


immoveably to my liril opinion and had my counfels been 
liftened to before, Tufcany and Liguria 


<< 


iria would 

flame ; and Hannibal, a name that ffcrikes 


be all 


<e the Romans 


Italy 


Though I fhould 


be very well 


« 


“ fkiUed as to other matters, yet the good and ill fuccefs I 
have met with, muff: neceiTarily have taught me fufficiently 
how to carry on a war again!! the Romans. I have nothing 

my power, but to give you my counfel; and offer 

ce. May the gods give fuccefs to all your un~ 
Hannibal's fpeech was received with applaufe. 




now 


tc 


you my ferv 


“ dertakiims.” 

O 


but not one of his counfels 


r* 


put 


q Antiochus, impofed upon and lulled afleep by his flatter 


ers 


y 


d quiet at Eph 


after the Romans had dro\ 


him out of Greece ; not once imagining that they would ever 

1 * 

invade his dominions. Hannibal, who was now reffored to fa¬ 
vour, was for ever affiiring him, that the war would foon be 

removed into Alia, and that he would foon fee the enemy at 

♦ 

his gates : That he muff: refolve, either to abdicate his throne, 
or oppofe vigoroufly a people who grafped at the empire of 


Id 


This difcourfe waked 


y 


fome little meafure, the 


king out of his lethargy, and prompted him to make fome weak 


efforts 


But, as his condudt was unfleady, after fufraining a 


great many confiderable Ioffes, he was forced to terminate the 
war by an ignominious peace ; one of the articles of which was, 
that he fhould deliver up Hannibal to the Romans. However, 
the latter did not give him opportunity to put it in execution, 
retiring to the ifland of Crete, to confider there what courfe 

I 

it would be beft for him to take. 

brought alone? with him, of which the 


people of the ifland got fome notice, had like to have proved 
his ruin. Hannibal was never wanting in ffratagems, and he 
Bad occafion to employ them now, to lave both himfelf and 


q Tiv. 1. xxxvl. n. 4T. 

r Cox'n. N-.p. in Amiib, c. 9 ct 10. 


j u fi i n. 
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his treafure 


He filled feveral vefiels with molten lead, which 


he juft covered with gold and filver. Thefe he depofited in 
the temple of-Diana, in prefence of feveral Cretans, to whofe 
lionefty, he faid, he confided all his treafure. A ftrong guard 
was then pofted on the temple, and Hannibal left at full liber¬ 
ty, from a fuppofition that his riches were fecured. But he 
had concealed them in hollow ftatues of brafs # , which he al¬ 
ways carried along with him. s And then, embracing a favour¬ 
able opportunity he had to make his efcape, he fled to the court 

of Prufias king of Bithynia. 

% 

It appears from hiftory, that he made fome ftay in the court 


of this prince, who foon engaged in war 
of Pergamusj a profefled friend to the Ro 


ith Eumenes king 
ans. By means of 


Hannibal, the troops of king Prufias gained feveral victories 
both by land and lea. 

c Pie employed a ftratagem, of an extraordinary kind, in a 
fea-fight. The enemy’s fleet, confifting of more fhips than his, 
he had recourfe to artifice. He put into earthen vefiels all 
kinds of ferpents, and ordered thefe vefiels to be thrown into 
the enemy’s fliips. His chief aim in this was, to deftroy Eu¬ 
menes and for that purpofe, it was necefiary for him to find 
out which fliip he was on board of. This Hannibal difeovered, 
by fending out a boat, upon pretence of conveying a letter to 
him. Plaving gained liis point thus far, he ordered the com¬ 
manders of the refpefiivc vefiels to employ the chief force of 
their attacks againft Eumenes’s fliip. They obeyed, and would 


have taken it, had he not outfailed his purfuers. 


T 1 


ne re 


ft of 


the fliips of Pergamus fuftained the fight with great vigour. 


then vefiels had been thrown into tl 


\t 


very much finprifed to 


thev onlv laughed at this, and were 
find fuch weapons employed againft them 
felves furrounded with ferpents which flew out of tliefe vefiels. 


But ieeino; them 

O 


s A. M. 3820'. A.Rom. 564. Coni. Nep. in Annib. c. 10, II. Jufi-iii. 1 . xxxiii 


c. 4 


1 


Tua in. 1. xxxii. c. 4 , Corn. Ncp 


* Thefe flatues were thrown out by him, in a place of public refort, as things of 
little value. Corn. Nep. 
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%dien they flew to pieces, they were feized with dread, retired 


« 

in diforder, and yielded the vi( 5 tory to the enemy. 


u Services of fo important a nature, feemed to feciire for 


ever to Hannibal an ujidifturbed alylum at that prince’s court. 


However, the Romans would not fufFer him to be eafy there. 


but deputed Q^Flaminius to Prufias, to complain of the pro 


te£lion he gave Hannibal. The latter eafily guefied the mo¬ 


tive of this embafly, and therefore did not \tfait till his enemies 


had an opportunity of delivering him up. At firfi: he attempted 


fecure himfelf by flight; but perceiving that the feven fe 


lets, which he had contrived in his palace, were all 


feized by the foldiers of Pruflas, who, by this perfidy, was de 


firous of making his court to the Romans; he ordered the poi 


fon, which he had long kept for this melancholy occafion 


be brought him, and taking it in his hand, u Let 




faid he 




free the Romans from the difquiet with which they have fo 


long been 


fince they have not patience to wait for 


C( 


4 

old man’s death 


The victory which Flaminius gains o- 


naked, betrayed man, will 


do him much honour 


«c 


This Angle day will be a lafting teilimony of the great de 


c c 


generacy of the Romans. Their fathers fent notice to Py 


“ rhus, to defire he would beware of a traitor who intended 


<c 


to poifon him, and that at a time when this prince was at 




with them in the very center of Italy; but their ions 




have deputed a perfon of confular dignity, to fpirit up Pru 


«c 


fias, impioufly to murder 


* 

who is not only his friend 


sc 


but his guefl:.” After calling down curfes upon Prufias, and 


P 

having invoked the gods, the protestors and avengers of the 


facred rights of hofpitality, he fwallowed the poifon*, and died 


feventy years of age 


u A. M. 3822. A. Rom. 566. Liv. 1 . xxxix. 11. 5 r. 


him 


fays he, relate, that having wrapped his cloak about his neck, he ordered his ier- 


vant to fix his knees againft his buttocks, and not to leave twifting till he had 


firangled him. 


Midas 


drank bull’s blood. 


Hai 


In vita Fiaminfi. 


hand 


(( 


Let us free, &c. 


» 
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This year was remarkable for the death of three great men* 
Hannibal, Philopaemen, and Scipio, 


who had this in common 


that they all died out of their native countries, by a dead 
little correfpondent to the glory of their addons. 


The two 


and 


iirft died by poifon; Hannibal was betrayed by his hoft 
Philopaemen being taken prifoner, in a battle againft the Mef 
fenians, and thrown into a dungeon, was forced to fwallow a 

dole of poifon. As to Scipio, 


he banifhed himfelf. 


oid 


an 


yuft profecution which was carrying on againft him at 


Rome, and ended his days in a kind of obfcurity 


/ 


The Character and Eulogium of Hannibal. 

This would be the proper place for reprefenting the excel 
lent qualities of Hannibal, who refle&ed fo much glory on Car 


thag 


But as I have attempted to draw his character 




elfe 


where, and to give a juft idea of him, by making a comparifon 
between him and Scipio, I think myfelf difpenfed from giving 

his eulogium at large in this place. 

Perfons who devote themfelves to the profeffion 


of 


arms 


cannot fpend too much time in the ftudy of this great man, 
who is looked upon, by the judges, as the moft complete gene¬ 
ral, in almoft every refpedl, that ever the world produced'. 

During the whole feventeen years, (the time the war lafted) 
two errors, only, are objected to him: Firft, his not marching, 
immediately after the battle of Cannae, his victorious army to 
Rome, in order to beftege 


that city: Secondly, his fufFering 


qu 


u 


courage to be foftened and enervated, during their winter 
ers in Capua: Errors, which only ftiow, that great men 


are not fo in all things; j~ <c fummi enim funt, homine 
“ menand which, perhaps, may be partly excufed. 


ta 


But then, for thefe two errors, what a multitude of Aiming 


qualiti 


appear 


Hannibal! How extenftve were his 


and defigns, even in his moft tender years ! What greatnefs of 


foul 


What intrepidity! What prefence of mind 


lft he 


have poftefted, to be able, even in the fire and heat of addon 


5 


* 


Vol. II. Of the Method of Studying and Teaching the Belles Leitres. 


f Quin til. 
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to take all advantages! With what furprifing addrefs mull he 
have managed the minds of men, that, amidft fo great a va¬ 
riety of nations which compofed his army, who often were in 


was 


toant both of money and provifions, his camp 
difturbed with any infurredtion, either againft himfelf or any of 
his generals! With what equity, what moderation muft he 
have behaved towards his new allies, to have prevailed fo far, 
as to attach them inviolably to his fervice, though he w,as re¬ 
duced to the neceffity of making them fuftain almoft the whole 


burcl 


of the 


levj 

fruitful muft he have been 


by quartering his army upon them 


and 


ring contributions in their feveral countries! In fine, how 


for fo many years, 


exped 


war m a 


to be able to carry 
country, in fpite of 


the violent oppofition made by a powerful domeftic fadfion, 
which refufed him fupplies of every kjnd, and thwarted him 

It may be affirmed, fthat Hannibal, during 
this war, feemed the only prop of the ft ate. 


occafions 


the whole feries of 


foul of every part of the empire of the Carthag 


ho could 


believe themfelves conquered, till Hannibal 


confefied that he himfelf was fo. 

But that man muft know the character of Hannibal v 
imperfectly, who fliould confider him only at the head of 


ery 


mies. 


The particulars we learn from hiftory, concerning the 
fecret intelligence he held with Philip of Macedon; the wife 
counfels he gave to Antiochus, king of Syria 5 the double re- 
gulation he introduced in Carthage, with regard to the ma- 


w 

gcme-nt of the publi 


revenues 


y 


the adminiftr 


of 


juftice, prove, that he was a great ftatefman in every relpedh 
So fuperior and univerfal was his genius, that it took in all parts 


of government; and, fo great were his natural abilities, that he 

was capable to acquit himfelf in all the various'functions of it 

* 

with glory. Hannibal ffione as confpicuoufly in the cabinet as 

qually able to fill the civil or the military em- 

J 

own perfon the dif- 


in the field; t 

— 

ployments. In a word, he united in his 


fcrent talents and merits of all profeffions, the fword, the gow 


3 


and the finances 
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ft 

He had fome learning; and though he was To much em¬ 
ployed in military labours, and engaged in fo many wars, he 
however found leifure to cultivate the mufes Several fmart 
repartees of Hannibal, which have been tranfmitted to us 
fhow, that he had a great fund of natural wit; and this he 

improved, by the moll polite education that could be bellowed 

♦ 

at that time, in fuch a republic as Carthage. He fpoke Greek 
tolerably well, and wrote fome books in that language. His 
praeceptor was a Lacedaemonian (Solfius) who, with Phile- 
nius, another Lacedaemonian, accompanied him in all his ex¬ 
peditions. Both thefe undertook to write the hiftory of this 
renowned warrior. 

$ 

With regard to his religion and moral conduct, he was not 


fo profligate and wicked as he is reprefented by 


W 


Livy, 




Cruel 


a 


it 


a 


even to inhumanity, more perfidious than a Carthaginian; 
regardlefs of truth* of probity, of the facred ties of oaths ; 
fearlefs of the gods, and utterly void of religion.” (< 


Inliu 


XX 


XX 


XX 


mana crudelitas, perfidia plufquam Punica; nihil veri, nihil 
fan£ti, nullus deum met us, nullum jusjurandum, nulla reli- 
gio.” x According to Polybius, he rejected a barbarous pro- 


pofal that was made him, before he 


red Italy, and this was 


flefh, at 


of provihons 


Som 


r=> 


* when his army was in abfolute 
years after, fo far from treating 


ith barbarity, as he was advifed to do, the dead bodv of S 


m 


him 


he caufed h 


pronius Gracchus which Mago had fent 
funeral obfequies to be folemnized, in prefence of the whole 


army 


We have feen Mm 


manv 


hi o win 


high eft reverence for the gods 



the 


and 


Z 


gus Pomp 


Tuftin, who copied Tro 


author worthy of credit, obferves, that he 


always ftiowed uncommon wifdom and continence, with regard 
to t he great number of women taken by him during the courfe 

, . . - d 

he had been born in Africa, where incontinence is the predo 


of fo long a war; infomuch, that no one would have imagi 


w 


y 


Lib. 


xxi. n. 4. 


Excerpt, e Diod. p. 282. Liv. 1 . xxv. n. 17. 


x Excerpt, e Polyb. p. 3 


2 


Lib. xxxii. c. 4. 


Atque hie tantus vir, tantifque bellis diftri&us, non nihil temporis tribuit 


litter!& 


wee. 


Corn. Nep. in vita Annib. cap. 13, 
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minant vice of the country: cc Pudicitiamque eum tantam in 


cc 


ter tot captivas habuifie, ut in Africa natum quivis negaret. 




His difregard of wealth, at a time when he had fo many op 


portunities to enrich himfelf by the plunder of the cities he 


flormed, and the nations he fubdued, fhows, that he knew the 


true and genuine ufe which a general ought to make of riches. 


viz. to gain the affection of his foldiers, and to attach allies to 


his interefl, by diffufing his beneficence on proper occasions, and 


not being fparing in his rewards: Avery effential quality, and at 


the fame time as uncommon in a commander 


The 


nly ufe 


Hannibal made of money was to purchafe fuccefs ; firmly per 


fuaded, that a man who is at the head of affairs, is fufficiently 


recompenfed by the glory derived from victory 


% 


He alway 


led 


ery regular, auftere life; and even in 


times of peace, and in the midfl of Carthage, when he was in 


veiled with the firfk dignity of the city, we are told that he 


never ufed to recline himfelf 


a bed at meals, as was the 


cullom in thofe ages, and drank but very little wine. So re 


gular and uniform a life may ferve as an illullrious example to 


our commanders, who often include, among the privileges of 


war, and the duty of officers, the keeping of fplendid tables 


5 


and living luxurioufly. 


But notwithilanding thefe eulogiums, I do not however pre 


tend to juftify entirely all the errors and defeats with which 


Hannibal is charged. Though he pofieffed an aflemblage of 


the mofl exalted qualities, it cannot be denied but that he had 


fome little tincture of the vices of his country; and that it 


would be difficult to excufe fome adtions and circumllances of 


his life. a Polybius obferves, that Hannibal was accufed of 


avarice in Carthage, and of cruelty in Rome. He adds, on the 




fame occafion, that people were very much divided in opinion. 


a Excerpt, e Polyb. p. 34 et 37. 

* 

* Cibi potionifque, defiderio naturali, non voluptate, modus flnitus. Liv. I. xxi. 

H • 4 • 

Conftat Annibalem nec turn cum Romano tonantem bello Italia contremuit, 
ncc cum reverfus Carthaginem fummum imperium tenuit, aut cubantem coenaffe, 

xxxii. c& 4. 


a tit plus qiiain fextario vini indulfiffe, Juftin. 1 # 
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concerning him; and it would be no wonder, as he had made 
himfelf fo many enemies in both cities, that they fhould have 
drawn him in-difadvantageous colours. But Polybius is of 
opinion, that though it fhould be taken for granted, that all 
the defedfs with which he is charged are true; we yet ought 

to conclude, that they were not fo much owing to. his nature 

% 

^nd difpofition, as to the difficulties with which he Was fur- 
rounded, in the courfe of fo long and laborious a war; and 
to the complacency he was obliged to fliow to the general offi¬ 
cers, whofe affifiance he abfolutely wanted, for the execution 
of his various enterprifes \ and whom he was not always able 

to reftrain, any more than he could the foldiers who fought 
^nder therm 


SECTION II. 


i 

Dissensions between the Carthaginians and Masinissa 

# » ■ 

King of Numidia. 

Among the conditions of the peace granted to the 

nians, there was one which imported, that they fhouid reftore 

# 

to Mafiniffa all the territories and cities he poffeffied before the 
vyar; and further, Scipio, to reward the zeal and fidelity which 


Carthag 


that monarch had fliown with regard to the Romans, had 
added to his dominions thofe of Syphax. This prefently after- 

to difputes and quarrels between the Cartha- 


ards 


gave 


rife 


ginians anL Numidians. 

Thefe two princes, Syphax and Mafinifia, were 

in Numidia, but reigned in different parts of it. 

jects of Syphax were called Mafaefuli, and their 
Cirtha. 


nations 


both kings 

The fub- 
capital was 

Thofe of Mafiniffa were the Maffyli: but both thefe 
*e better known by the name of Nnmidians, which 
was common to them. Their principal ftrength confifted in 
their cavalry. They always rode without facldles, and fome 

en without bridles, whence * Yirgil called them “ Numidae 

infraeni.” 

* • 

Volume II. 
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c In the beginning of the fecond Punic war, Syphax tiding 
with the Romans, Gala, the father of Malinifia, to check the 


of fo powerful a neighb 


thought it his intereft to 


join the Carthaginians, and accordingly fent out againlt Syphax 
a powerful army under the conduct of his fon, at that time 
but feventeen years of age. Syphax, being overcome in a 
battle, in which it is faid he loft thirty thoufand men, efcaped 

ever, the face of things was afterwards 


into Mauritania. How 

•• 

i 

greatly changed. 

d MafinifTa, after his father’s death, was often reduced to the 
brink of ruin; being drove from his kingdom by an ufurper 


purfued warmly by Syphax; in danger every inflant of falling 
into the hands of his enemies \ deftitute of forces, money, and 
almoft all things. He was at that time in alliance with the 
Romans, and the friend of Scipio, with whom he had an in¬ 
terview in Spain. His misfortunes would not permit him to 
bring great fuccours to that general. When Laelius arrived 
in Africa, Mafinilia joined him with a few horfe, and from that 


time was attached inviolably to the Roman intereft. c Sypha: 
on the contrary, having married the famous Sophonifba, daugl 


of Afdrubal 


y 


the Carthag 


f The fate of thefe two princes now changed once for all 
Syphax loft a great battle, and was taken alive by the enemy 
Malinifia, the viftor, befieged Cirtha, his capital, and took it 


But he 


with a greater dang 


that city than he had 


faced in the field 
endearments he ■ 


was unable 
to himfelf, he married her 


and this was Sophonifba, whole charms and 

To fecure this princefs 


relift 


but 


few days after, he was ob 


liged to fend her a dofe of poifon, as her nuptial prefent; this 
being the only way left him to keep his promife with his queen, 
and preferve her from the power of the Romans. 


This was a confiderable 


itfelf, and which muft 


cefTarily difoblige a nation that was fo jealous of 


But this young prince repaired 
vices he afterwards did Scipio. 


authority 


glorioufly, by the fignal fer~ 

We obferved, that after the 


C 


c 


49 


Ibid, I. xxix. n. 23. f Idem, 1 . xxx 


d Ibid. 1 . xxix. n. 29 
. n. S .Liv. 1 


34 
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defeat and capture of Syphax, the dominions of this prince 
were beftowed upon him 5, and that the Carthaginians were 


^ Vt 

forced to reft ore all he poftefied before. This gave rife to the 
diviftons we are now going to relate* 


A territory fituated towards the fea-fide 


the leffer 


Syrtis, was the fubjecft of thofe contefts. The country was very 

% 

rich, and the foil extremely fruitful, a proof of which is, that 
the city of Leptis only, which belonged to that territory, paid 
daily a talent to the Carthaginians, by way of tribute. Maftnif- 
fa had feized part of this territory. Each fide difpatched de* 

, to plead the caufe of their fuperiors before 


puties to Rome 


the fenate 


This affembly thought proper to fend Scipio Af- 

t 

ricanus, with two other commifiioners, to examine the con** 
troverfy upon the fpot. However, they returned without 
coming to any refolution, and left the bulinefs in the fame un* 
certain ftate in which they had found it. Poftibly they had 
atted in this manner by order of the fenate, and had received 


private inftru&ions to favour Mafiniffa, who was then poffefs* 
ed of the diftri<ft in queftion. 

1 Ten years after, new commifTiofters having been appoint¬ 
ed to examine the fame affair, they a£ted as the former had 
done, and left the whole undetermined. 

k After the like diftance of time, the Carthaginians again 
brought their complaint to the fenate, but with greater impor¬ 
tunity than before. They reprefented, that befides the lands 
at firft contefted, Mafiniffa had, during the two preceding years, 
difpofTefTed them of upwards of feventy towns and caftles. That 
their hands were bound up by the article of the laft treaty 


which forbade their making war upon any of the allies of the 


Romans 


that they could 


longer bear the infolence, the 


avarice, and cruelty of that prince : That they were deputed 
to Rome with three requefts, which they defired might be im¬ 
mediately complied with, *viz. either to get orders to have 
the affair examined and decided by the fenate; or, fecondly* 


By 


31 Liv. 1. xxxiV. ft, 62. 


M 


Rom. 56 


♦ 9 • 

Idefti, 1 . xl. n. 17. 


h A* M. 3833, A, Rem. £77, Idem? 1 * alii, 23,24* 
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that they might be permitted to repel force by force, and d$ 
fend themfelves by arms ; or, laftly, that, if favour was to pre 


vail over juftice, they then 



ated the Romans to fpecify. 


once for all, which of the Carthaginian lands they were de-. 
lirous fhould be vefted in Mafinifla, that they, by this means. 


and that 


might hereafter know what they had to depend on; 
the Roman people would have fome regard to them, at a time 
that this prince fet no other bounds to his pretenfions, but his 

The deputies concluded with befeeching 


infatiable avarice, 
the Romans, that if the Carthaginians had been guilty of any 
crimes, with regard to them, fince the conclufion of the laft 


peace, that they themfelves would punifh them for it; and 
not give them up to the wild caprice of a prince, by whon^ 
their liberties were made precarious, and their lives infupport-? 
able. After ending their fpeech, being pierced with grief 
they fell proftrate upon the earth, and burft into tears * a fpec-r 
tacle that moved all who were prefent to compaffion, and raijk 

Gulufta his fon, who 




ed a violent hatred againfl Mafmiffa. 
was then prefent, being afked what he had to reply *, he an-? 
fwered, that his father had not given him any inftrucuons, not 
knowing that any thing would be laid to his charge. He only 
defined the fenate to reflect, that the circumfta,nce which drew 
all this hatred upon him from the Carthaginians, was, the in¬ 
violable fidelity with which he had always been attached to 
them. The fenate, after hearing both fides, anfwered, that 
they were inclined to do juftice to that party to whom it was 
due : That Gulufta fhould fet out immediately with their or? 
ders to his father, who was thereby commanded to fend de r 
puties with thofe of Carthage ; That they would do all that lay 


their power to. ferve him, but 


Carthaginians : That 


but juft the 


the prejudice of the 
ancient limits fhould 


be preferved; and that it was far from being the intention of 
the Romans, to have the Carthaginians difpoflefTed, during the 
peace, of thofe territories and cities which had been left them 
by the treaty. The deputies of both powers were then 
inifTed with the ufual prefents. 
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k But all thefe affurances were but mere words. 


It 


is 


plain 


that the Romans did not once endeavour to fatisfy the Cartha 

0 

ginians, or do them the lead: jeftice; arid that they fpun out 
the bufmefs, on purpofe to give Mafinifla an opportunity to 
eftablifh himfelf in his ufurpation, and weaken his enemies. 

J A new deputation was fent to examine the affair upon the 


fpot, and Cato 


of the commiffioners. On their 


Val, they aiked the parties if they were willing to abide by their 
determination!, Mafiniffa readily complied* The Carthaginians 
arifwered, that they had a fixed rule to which they adhered, 

and that this was the treaty which had been concluded by 

% 

Scipio, and deilred that tlieif caufe might be exairiined with 
all poflible rigour* They therefore could not come to any de* 
cifion. The deputies vifited all the country, and found it in a 
very good condition, efpecially the city of Carthage: And they 


were furprifed to fee it, after being involved in fuch a calami* 
ty, again raifed to fo exalted a pitch of power and gran,: nr. 
The fenate was told of this, immediately on the return of the 
deputies; and declared Rome could never be in fafety, fo long 
as Carthage fhould fubfift. From this time, whatever affair 
was debated in the fenate, Cato always added the following 
words to his opinion, “ I conclude that Carthage ought to be 
“ deflroyed.” This grave fenator did not give himfelf the 
trouble to prove, that bare jealoufy of the growing power of a 
neighbouring hate, is a warrant fufhcient for deflroying a city 
contrary to the faith of treaties. But Scipio Nafica was of opi* 
nion, that the ruin of this city would draw after it that of their 

commonwealth 


al 


becaufe that the Romans, having then 


fear, would quit the 


feverity of their manner 


and abandon themfelves to luxury and pleafures, the 
failing fubverters of the moft flourifhing empires* 

time divifions broke out in Carthage, 


In the mean 


Thri 


popular faction, being now become fuperior to that of the 
grandees and fenators, fent forty citizens into 


banifhment 


Biij 


& 


i 

& 


95 


M 


8 
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zz 


and bound the people by an oath 


5 


fuffer the leaf! men* 


tion to be made of recalling thofe exiles. They withdrew t 

who difpatched Gulufia and Micipfi 


the court of Mafinifla 


i 


However 


his two fons, to Carthage, to folicit their return, 

♦ 

the gates of the city were fhut agaipft them, and one of their* 
>vas cfofely purfued by Hamilcar, one of the generals of the re-* 
public. This gave occafion to a new war, and accordingly 


armies were levied 


both tides 


A battle was fought 
the younger Seipio, who afterwards ruined Carthage 


and 


was 


fpeftator of 


He had been fent from Lucullus 


m 


under 


s P 


* 


horn Seipio then fought, to Mafinifla, to defire fome. 


elephants from that monarch 


During the whole engagement 


he flood upon a neighbouring hill 5 and was furprifed to fee 

i 

Mafinifla, then eighty-eight years of age, mounted, agreeably 
to the cuilora of his country, on a liorfe without a faddlet 


flying from 


to rank like a young officer 


* 


the moft arduous toil 


and fuftaining 

O 


The fight was very obftinate, and 


continued 


<X 


11 day 


but at iafi the Carthag 


gave way 


Seipio ufed to fay afterwards, that he had been prefent at ma* 
ny battles, but at none with fo much pleafure as this \ having 
never before beheld fo formidable an army engage, without 
any danger or trouble to himfelf. And being very converfant 
in the writings of Homer, he added, that, till his time, there 
were but two more who had been fpe&ators of fuch an action, 

Jupiter from mount Ida, and Neptune from Samothrace, 

* 

when the Greeks and Trojans fought before Troy. I know 
pot whether the fight of an hundred thoufand men, for fo 


many there were, butchering one another, can adminifter 


pleafu; 


^ 9 


whether fuch 


pleafure is conflflent with the 


fentiments of humanity, fo natural to mankind 


The Carthag 


a 


fter the battle was oyer, entreated 


Seipio to terminate their contefls with Mafinifla 

ft M 

♦ 

he heard both parties, and the Carthaginiar 


A ccordingly 

1 « 

^ confented to 

yield up the territory of Emporium *, which had been the firfl 


a 


App. dehell. Pun. p. 40 


* The Emporium, or Emporia, was a country of Africa, on the Leffer 
which Lepti.s flood. No part of die Cardiagiriian dominions was more 
fid than this. Polybius, 1 .1. fays, that the revenue that arofe from this plac< 
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caufe of their divifion; to pay MafinifTa two hundred talents of 
filver down, and eight hundred more, at fuch times as fhould 
be agreed. But MafinifTa infilling on the return of the exiles, 
they did not come to any decifion. Scipio^ after having paid 
his compliments, and returned thanks to Mafinifla, fet out with 
the elephants, for which he had been fent. 

° The king, immediately after the battle was over, had 
blocked up the enemy’s camp, which was pitched upon a hill, 
whither neither troops nor provifions could come to them. 
During this interval, there arrived deputies from Rome, with 
orders from the fenate to decide the quarrel, in cafe the king 
fhould be defeated ; otherwife, to leave it undetermined, and 
to give the king the ftrongell: afTurances of the continuation of 
their friendfhip ; and this they did. In the mean time, the 
famine daily increafed in the enemy’s camp, which being 
heightened by the plague, occafioned a new calamity, and made 
dreadful havoc. Being now reduced to the laft extremity, 
they furrendered to MafinifTa, promifing to deliver up the de- 
ferters, to pay liim five thoufand talents of iilver in fifty years, 
and reftore the exiles, notwithftanding their oaths to the con¬ 
trary. They all fubmitted to the ignominious ceremony of 
palling under the yoke # , and were difmiffed, with only one 
fuit of clothes for each. Guluffa, to fatiate his vengeance for 
the ill treatment, as we before obferved,,-he had met with; fent 
out, againfi: them, a body of cavalry, whom, from their great 
weaknefs, they could neither efcape nor refifi. -So that of 
iifty-eight thoufand men, very few returned to Carthage. 

B iiij 


° App. de bell. Pun. p. 4 o, 

I 

fo confiderablc, that all their hopes were almofl founded on it, a*?’ their re¬ 
venues from Emporia, E T^ov ra? y.iylrag l ktt lSocg. To this was owing their care 
and ftate-jealoufy above mentioned, left the Romans fhoulu fail beyond the Fair 
Promontory, that lay before Carthage; and become acquainted with a country, 
which might induce them to attempt the conquefl of it 

* Ils furent tous pafies fous le jqug : Sub jugum mifli; a kind of gallows, made 
fey two forked flicks, {landing upright, was eredted, and a fpear laid acrofs, under 

which vanqufthed eneinie.s >vere obliged to p€ifs. Feftus. 
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The 



Punic War. 


The third Punic war, which 


lefs conliderable than- 


either of the former, with regard to the number and greatnefs 

the battles, and its continuance, which was only four years, 

was dill more remarkable with refpect to the fuccefs and e- 1 

vent of it, as it ended in the total ruin and deftru&ion of Car¬ 
thage. 

q Th e inhabitants of it, from their la if defeat, knew Whaff 
they might naturally fear from the Romans, from whom they 
had always met with the moft rigorous treatment after they 
had addrelFed them upon their difputes with Mafiniffa. To 
prevent the confequences of it, the Carthaginians, by a decree 
of the fenate, impeached Afdrubal, general of the army, and 
Carthalo, commander* of the auxiliary forces, as guilty of high- 

being the authors of the war againft the king of 


treafon, for 
Numidia. 


They then fent a deputation to Rome 


y 


inquire 


what opinion that republic entertained of their late proceed¬ 
ings, and what was delired of them. The deputies were cold¬ 
ly anfwered, that it was the bulinefs of the fenate and people 
of Carthage to know, what fatisfa&ion was due to the Ro¬ 


mans 


A fecond deputation bringing them no clearer 


fwer, they fell into the greateft dejedlion 


and being feized 


with the ftrongeft terrors, upon recolle&ing their pad fuffer- 
ings, they fancied the enemy was already at their gates, and 


imagined to themfelves all the difmal confeq 
liege, and of a city taken fword in hand. 


of a long 


In the mean 


the lenate debated at Rome 


on the r 


meafures it would be proper for them to take; and the difpute 
between Cato and Scipio Nafica, who were of a quite differ 
e'nt opinion on this fubjeft, were renewed. The former or 


his return from Africa, had declared 


r 

in the ftrongeft 


j 


A. M. 3855. A. Carth. 607 


Rom 


App 


r Plut. in vit. Cat. p. 25a. 


J 


s n>. p- 3 j»* 
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The foreign forces were commanded 




under the command of a Carthaginian officer, called by Appiaa 
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that he had not found Carthage exhaufted of men or moneys 
nor in that weak and humble ftate, as the Romans fuppofed 
it to be; but, on the contrary, that it was crowded with vigo¬ 
rous young men, abounded with immenfe quantities of gold 
and filver, and prodigious magazines of arms and all warlike 

on account of this 

w * 

force, that their hopes and ambition had no bounds. It is fur¬ 
ther faid, that after he had ended his fpeech, he threw, out of 
the lappet of his robe, in the mid# of the fenate, fame African 


ftores; and was fo haughty and confident 


figs 

« t 


* 


and 


Know 


as the fenators admired their beauty and fize 


9 




* 


fay 


he 


<c 


cc 


figs were gathered 
my and us.” 


“ that it is but three days fince thefe 


Such 


the diftance between the 


u Cato and Nafica had each of them their reafons for vot¬ 
ing as they did. Nafica, obferving that the people rofe to fuch 

a height of infolence, as threw them into exceffes of every 
kind; 


that their profperity had fwelled them 


with a pride 
and that their 


which the fenate itlelf was not able to check; 

power was become fo enormous, that they were able to draw 
the city, by force, into every mad defign they might under- 

I fay, obferving this, was defirous that they 
me in fear of Carthage, in order that this might 


take 
ihould 
ferve a 


Nafica 


a curb to reftrain their audacious conduct. I 


his opinion, that the Carthaginians were too weak to fub 

time, fo powerful, that i 


due the Romans 


and, at the fame 


was 


for the interefi: of the Romans, to confider. tl 


With regard to Cato, he thought, that 


contemptible light. 

as his countrymen were become haughty and infolent- by fuc 
cefs, and plunged headlong into diffolution of every kind; no¬ 
thing could be more dangerous, than for it to have a rival 

city, (to whom the Romans were odious;) a city that till now- 
had been powerful, but was become 


i even by its misfortunes, 
more wife and provident than ever ; and therefore that it would 

v 

remove the fears of the inhabitants entirely 
with regard to a foreign power; fince they had, within their 


be fafe, to 


t Plin. L xv. c. iS a 


w Plut, ibid, in vita Cat. 
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own walls, all'the opportunities of indulging themfelves in ex* 
cdles of every kind. « 

To lay alide, for one inflant, the laws of equity, I leave the 

♦ 

reader to determine, which of thefe two great men reafoned 
xnoft juftly, according to the maxims of found policy, and the 
true intereft of a Rate. One undoubted circumftance is, that 
all hiftorians have obferved, that there was a fenhble change 
in the conduct and government of the Romans, immediately 
after the ruin of Carthage *: That vice no longer made its way 
into Rome with a timorous pace, and as it were by ftealth, 
but appeared barefaced, and feized, with aftonilhing rapidity, 
all orders of the republic : That fenators, plebeians, in a word, 
all conditions abandoned themfelves to luxury and voluptuouf- 
nefs, without having the leaft regard to, or fenfe of decency, 

m 

which occasioned, as it mu ft neceharily, the ruin of the ftate. 
The firft Scipiof,” fays Paterculus, fpeaking of the Romans, 
had laid the foundations of their future grandeur j and the 

4 

“ laft, by his conquefts, had opened a door to all manner of 
“ luxury and diffolutenefs. For after Carthage, which ob* 
liged Rome to (land for jever on its guard, by dilputing em» 
c< pire with that city, had been totally deftroyed; the depra* 
“ vity of manners was no longer flow in its progrefs, but fwel- 
* s led at once into the utmoft excefs of corruption.” 

w Re this as it will, the fenate refolved to declare war again!! 
the Carthaginians; and the reafons or pretences urged for it 
were, their keeping up {hips, contrary to the tenor of treaties j 

their fending an army out of their territories, againft a prince 

• ^ 

who was in alliance with Rome, and wliofe fon they treated 


w App. p. 42. 

* Ubi Carthago, et aemula imperii Romani ab ftirpc interiit. For tuna faevire 
ac mifcere omnia coepit. Sallnft in bell. Catalin. 

Ante Carthaginem deletam populus et fenatus Romanus placide modefteque 

jnterfe Remp. tradtabant.--Metus hoflilis in bonis artibus civitatem retinebat. 

Sed ubi fornudoilla mentibus decefllt, ilicet ea, quae fecundae res amant, lafcivia 
atqtie fuperbia inceffere. Idem ip bello Jugurthino. 

f Potentiae Romanorum prior Scipio viam aperuerat, luxuriae pofterior ape 4 
ruit. Quippe remoto Carthaginis metu, fublataque imperii aemula, non gradu, 

fed praecipiti curfu a virtute defcitum, ad vitia tranfcurfum } Vcl. Paterc. 1. \h 

e. 1 . 
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♦ 

ill, at the time he was accompanied by a Roman ambafTa- 

dor. 

x An event, that chance occafioned very fortunately, at the 
time that the fenate of Rome was debating on the affair of 

very much to make "them 


Cartha 


& 


contributed, doubtlefs 


take that refolution. This was the arrival of deputies from 

% 

Utica, who came to furrender up themfelves, their effects, their 


lands, and their city, into the hands of the Romans, Nothing 
could have happened more feafonably. Utica was the fecond 
city of Africa, vaftly rich, and had an equally fpacious and 
commodious port \ it flood within fixty furlongs of Carthage, 
fo that it might ferve as a place of arms in the attack of that 

The Romans now hefitated no longer, but proclaimed 
M. Manilius and L. Marcius Cenforinus, the 


citv. 


war. 


two 


fuis, were defired to fet out as foon as pofiible. They had 
fecret orders from the fenate, not to end the war, but by the 
definition of Carthage, The confuls immediately left Rome 
and flopped at Lilybaeum in Sicily. They had a confiderable 
fleet, on board of which were fourfcore tjhoufand foot, and 

about four thoufand horfe. 


9 




The Carthaginians were not yet acquainted with the refo 


Jutions which had been taken at Rome 


The anfwer brought 


U 


back by their deputies, had only increafed their fears, viz. “ It 
i( wa s the bufinefs of the Carthaginians, to confider what fatif- 
fation \vas due to them*.*’ This made them not know 
what courfe to take. At lafl, they fent new deputies, whom 
they inverted with full powers to a£t as they fhould fee fitting 


and even, what the former wars could never make them rtoop 
to, to declare, that the Carthaginians gave up themfelves, and 
all they poflefled, to the will and pleafure of the Romans, 
This, according to the import of the claufe, “ fe fuaque eorum 
arbitrio permittere,” was fubmitting themfelves, without 


€t 


referve, to the power of the Romans, and becoming their vaf- 

■ Neverthelefs, they did not expect any great fuccefs from 


fals 


x A. M. 3856. A 
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■ 

this condefcenfion, though fo very mortifying 5. becaufe 


.’S * 
iX, 

* 




Uticans had been before-hand with them on that 


occ 


this had deprived them of the merit of 


fubmiflion 


eady and voluntarf 


• I 

The deputies, on their arrival dt Rome, Were informed that 


War had been proclaimed, and that the army was fet 


The 


Romans had difpatched a 


Carthag 


* 

with the de 




of the fen 


a 


fleet was failed 


and to inform that city, that the Roman 




The deputies had therefore 


time for de 


liberation, but delivered up themfelves, and all they poffeiTedi 


the Romans 


In confequence of this behaviour, they were 


anfwered, that flnee they had at laft taken a 


g 1 


ftep, the 


1 


fenate granted them their liberty, the enjoyment of their laws 


and all their territories, and other poffeffions, whether public 


private, provided that, within the fpace of thirty days, the? 




fliould fend, as hoftages to Lilybaeum, three hundred young 


3 


Carthag 


of the firft diftin&ion, and comply with the 


i; 


orders of the conful 


This laft condition filled them with 


• 4 

♦ 


Inexpreflible anxiety : But the concern they were under, would 


«> 


it 


n 


allow them 


make the leaft reply, or to demand 


plication 5 nor indeed would it have been to any purpofe 


They 


therefore fet out for Carthage, and there 


■ 

w 


gave 


of 


their embafiV 


All the articles of the treaty were extremely fevere with 



regard to the Cartha 




but the filence of the Romans 


with refpect to the cities, of which no notice was taken in the 


conceffions which that peopl 


e 


willing to make, perplexed 



*tj 


them exceedingly. But all they had to do was to obey 


After 



the many form 


Ioffes the Carthaginians had fuf 


tained, they were by no means in a condition to refill: fuch 


enemy, fince they had not been able to oppofe Mafiniffa 


Kir 


Troops, provifions, fhips 


allies 


word, every thing wa$ 


wanting, and hope and vigour more than all the reft 




<’•“ y 


They did not think it proper to wait till the thirty days which 


4 * ’IF’ 

fcr*. 



had been allowed them 


■ 

pired, but immediately fent 


their hoftages, in order to foften the enemy, by the readifldi 


•'"V 
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of their obedience, though they durft not flatter themfelves 
^ r ith the hopes of meeting with favour on this occaflon. Thefe 
hoftages were in a manner the flower, and the only hopes of 
the nobleft families of Carthage, No fpecftacle was ever more 


moving 


s > 


♦ 

nothing was now heard but cries, nothing feen but 
tears, and all places echoed with groans and lamentations. But 
above all, the unhappy mothers, quite bathed in tears, tore 
their difhevelled hair, beat their breafts, and, as if grief and 
defpair had diffracted them, they yelled in fiich a manner, as 
might have moved the moff favage breafts to compaflion. But 

more mournful, when the fatal moment 


fcene was much 


of their reparation was come * ? when, after having accompanied 


their dear children to the fhip, they bid them a long, laft 
farewell, perfuaded that they fhould never fee them more * 

wept a flood of tears over them; embraced them with the ut r 

1 

t 

moft fondnefs; clafped them eagerly in their arms ; could not 
be prevailed upon to part with |hem, till they were forced a- 
way, which was more grievous and afflicting than if their hearts 


breafts 


The hoftages being 


ied from thence 


Rome ; and the 


had been torn out of t 
rived in Sicily, were can 

confuls told the deputies, that when they fhould arrive at Utica, 
they would acquaint them with the orders of the republic, 
a In fuch a fituation of affairs, nothing can be more grievous 
than a ftate of uncertainty, which, without defending to par- 

As 

the 


ticulars, images to the mind the blackeft fcenes of nailery 
foon as it was known, that the fleet was arrived at Utica 


deputies repaired to the Roman camp; flgnifying, that they 


come in the name of their republic 


order 


the commands which they 


ady to obey. The conful 


after praifing their good difpofttion and compliance, command 
cd them to deliver up to him, without fraud or delay, all thei 


arms. 


This they confented to, but befought him 

to which he was reducing them 




to reflect 


the fad condition 


the 


owing to 


time that Afdrubal, whofe quarrel againft them was 
BP °ther caufe but their perfect fubmifllon to the orders of tfe 


3 Poly!>. p. 975. Appian. p.44 
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Romans, was advanced almofl to their gates, with an army of 


twenty thou land 


The anfwer returned them 


the Romans would fet that matter right 


that 


This order was immediately put 


There 


lived in the camp, a long train of waggons, loaded with all the 


preparations of 


taken out of Carthage: Two hundred 


thoufand complete lets of armour, a numberlefs multitude of 


darts and javelins, with two thoufand engines for fhootino- darts 


and ftones* 


Then followed the dep 


of Carthag 


ac¬ 


companied by the mold venerable fenators and priefts, who 


came purpofely 


move the Romans 


companion 


this critical moment, when their fentence was going to be pro 


nounced, and their fate would be irreverlible 


Cenforinus the 


eonful, for it was he who fpoke all this time, rofe up for a mo- 


their coming, and exprelfed fome kindnefs and afFec 


foi* them y but fuddenly afluming a grave and fevere 


I 


» 




fays he, “ but commend the readinefs 


ith which you execute the orders of the fenate 


€C 


They have 


commanded me to tell you, that it is their abfolute will and 


<< 


plealiire that you depart 


« 


of Carthage, which they ha\ 


fc 


refolved to deftroy; and that you remove into any other part 


<( 


of your dominions, as you fhall think proper, provided 


be 




the diflance of eighty ftadiaf from the fea 




The inftant the conlul had pronounced this fulminating 


decree, nothing was heard among the Carthaginians but lament 


able Ihrieks and howlings* Being now 


manner thunder 


ftruck, they neither knew where they were, nor what they did 


but 


lied themfelves in the dull, tearing their clothes, and 




unable to vent their grief any otherwife, but by broken ligh: 



and deep gr 


lifted up their hands with the 


Being afterwards a little recovered, the? 


air 


of fuppl 


moment 


towards the gods, and the next towards the Romans, implor 


mg their mercy and juftice with regard to a people, who would 


foon be reduced to the 


of defp 


But as both th£ 


b Appian. p. 46. 


c 




BaliRae or Catapultae* 


Ibid. p. 46 


S3* 



Four leagues, or twelve-milss# 
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gods and men were deaf to their fervent prayers, they foon 
changed them into reproaches and imprecations j bidding the 
Romans call to mind, that there were fuch beings as avenging 


deities, whofe fevere eyes were for ever open on guilt and 

not refrain from 


eachery. The Romans themfelves could 


fo mov 





g a fpedtacle, but their refblution was fixed 


The deputies could 


prevail fo far 


to get the 


ccution of this order fufpended, till they Ihould have an op¬ 
portunity of prefenting themfelves again before the lenate if 


pollible 




get it revoked. They were forced to fet 


mediately, and carry the anfwer to Carthag 


im 


The people waited for their return with fuch an impatience 


and terror, as words could never exprefs. It 


fcarce pof 


fible for them to break through the crowd, that flocked round 
them, to hear the anfwer, which was but too ftrongly painted 
in them faces. When they were come into the fenate, and had 
declared the barbarous orders of the P^omans, a general fhriek 
informed the people of their too lamentable fate; and, from 
that inftant, nothing was feen and heard in every part of the 
city, but howling and defpair, madnefs and fury. 

The reader will here give me leave 


to 


rupt the courfe 


of the hiftory for a moment, to refletf: on the conduct of 


Romans 


r* 


th 


high 


It is great pity that the fragment of Polybius, where! 

deputation, Ihould end exactly in 


given of th 


moft affe&ing part of th 


event. I ihould fet 


much 




r 


value on one fhort reflection of fo judicious an autl 

fcribes to the de 


than- on the long harangues which App 

puties and the conful. I can never believe, that fo rational, jud. 

ous, and juft a man as Polybius, could have approved the pro- 
ceedmgs of the Romans on the prefent occafion. We do not 
ere difcover, in my opinion, any of the charadteriftics which 
i inguilhed them anciently; that greatnefs of foul, that rec¬ 
titude, that utter abhorrence of all mean artifices, frauds, and 
Mpoftures, which, as is fomewhere faid, formed no part of the 


genius 


the Romans ' attack the 


Minime Romanis artibus 


79 


Carthag 


Why did not 


by open force ? Why 


Appian. p 


& 
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fhould they declare exprefsly 


a 


treaty 


> 


moft folemn and 








ftacred thing, that they allowed them the full enjoyment of 


their liberties and laws ; and underhand 


the fame time 


5 


certain private conditions, which proved the entire ruin of 


both ? Why fhould they conceal, under the fcandalous omiflion 


■ 

of the word city in this treaty, the black defign of deftroying 


Carthag 




if, beneath the cover of fuch an equivocation 


v.* 


) 


they might deftroy it with jufiice ? In fine, why did the Ro 


mans not make their laft declaration, till after they had 


ed from the Carthaginians, at different times, their hofiages 


and arms; that is, till they had abfolutely rendered them in- 


pable of difobeying their mod arbitrary commands ? Is 


manifeft, that Carthage, notwithstanding all its defeats and 


Ioffes^ though it was weakened and almoft exhausted, was ftill 


a terror to the Romans, and that they were perfuaded, they 


able to conquer it by force of 


It is very dan 


gerous to be poffeffed of fo much power, as may enable 


commit injufiice with impunity, and with a profped of being 


gainer by 


The 


•• t 


experience of all ages Shows, that ftates 


feldom fcruple to commit injufiice, when they think it will 


their advantag 


The noble character which Polybius gives of the Achae 


r 


differs widely from what was praclifed here. Thefe peo 


pie, fays he, far from ufing artifice and deceit with regard 


their allies, in order to 


enlarge their 


power 5 did not think 


themfelves allowed to employ them even againft their enemies, 


confidering only thofe vidories as folid and glorious, which 


* 

were obtained fword in hand, by dint of courage and bravery. 


He owns in the fame place, that there then remained among 


the Romans, but very faint traces of the ancient generofity oft 


their anceftors *, and he thinks it incumbent on him, as he de 


r 


♦ 

dares, to make this remark, in oppofition to a maxim which wa$ 


w 

h 


grown very common in his time, among perfons in the admb 


n 




it 


niftration of governments, who imagined, that honefty is in-.- 




confiftent with good policy ; and that it is impoflible to fuccee4 


r 4 


e 


Polyjb. 1 . xiii, p. 671, 672, 
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in the administration of Slate affairs, either in war or peace, 
without ufing fraud and deceit on fome occafions. 

f r now return to my fubjefl. The confuls made no great 
liafte to march againft Carthage, not fufpefting they had rea- 
fon to he under any appreheniions from that city, as it was now 
difarmed. However, the inhabitants took the opportunity of 
this delay, to put themfelves in a pofture of defence, being all 


- j 


unanimoufly refolved not to quit the city. They appointed as 
general, without the walls, Afdrubal, who was at the head of 

twenty thoufand men - 9 and to whom deputies were fent ac- 

» 

cordingly, to entreat him to forget, for his country’s fake, the 
injuffice which had been done him, from the dread they were 
under, of the Romans. The command of the troops, within 
the walls, was given to another Afdrubal, grandfon of Mafinif- 

They then applied themfelves in making arms with incre- 

tion. The temples, the palaces, the open markets 
were all changed into fo many arfenals, where men 


fa. 


dible exped 
and fquares, 

and women worked day and night. Every day were made an 
hundred and forty Shields, three hundred fwords, five hundred 
pikes or javelins, a thoufand arrows, and a great number of en¬ 
gines to difcharge them $ and, becaufe they wanted materials to 
make ropes, the women cut off* their hair, and abundantly,fup- 
plied their wants on this occafion. 

s MafiniSTa was very much difgufied at the Romans, becaufe, 
after he had extremely weakened the Carthaginians, they came 
and reaped the fruits of his viflory, without acquainting him 

in any manner with their deiign; which circumftance caufed 
fome coldnefs between them. 

h During this interval, the confuls were advancing towards 
the city, in order to beiiege it. As they expelled nothing lefs 
than a vigorous resilience, the incredible refolution and cour- 
age of the befieged filled them with the utmoSl aflonilhment. 
The Carthaginians were for ever making the boldeft fallies, in 
order to repulfe the befiegers, to burn their engines, and haraSs 
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<1 


tlieir foragers. Cenforinus attacked the city on oneffide, arid 


Manilius on the other. Scipio, afterwards furnamed Africa** 


nus, was then a tribune in the army ; and diftinguifhed him 




♦ U 

felf above the reft of the officers, no lefs by his prudence than 


by his bravery. The conful, under whom he fougl 


com 


mitted many overfights, 



his refufing to follow his advice. 


This young officer drew the troops from feveral dangers into 


which their imprudent leaders had plunged them. A renown 


ed perfon, Phamaeas by name, who was general of the enemy 


airy, and continually harafied the foragers, did not dare' 


keep the field, when it was Scip 


to fupport 


them 


fo 


ca 


pable was he to order his troops, and poft himfelf 


to advantage. So great and univerfal a reputation, excited fome 


envy againft him in the beginning ; but as he behaved, in all 


refpe£ts, with the utmoft modefty and referve, that envy was 


foon changed into. admiration ; fo that when the fenate fent 


deputies to the camp, to inquire into the ftate of the fiege, the 


whole army gave him unanimoufly the higheft commendations; 


the foldiers, as well as officers, nay, the very generals, extolled 


the merit of young Scipio : So necefiary is it for a man to fof- 


ten, if I may be allowed the expreffion, the fplendor of his rif- 


ing glory* by a fweet and modeft carriage and not to excite 


the jealoufy of people, by haughty and felf-fufficient beha\ 


y 


naturally awakens pride in others, and makes even virtue 


it felf odious ! 


1 


About the fame time Mafinifia, finding his end approach 


i 


fent 


defire a vifit from Scipio, in order that he might invefi 


him with full powers, to difpofe, as he fliould fee proper 


3 



his kingdom and eftate, in behalf of his childi 




But, on Sci 


X! 






pio’s arrival, he found that monarch dead. Mafinifia had conh 


1. 

* «* 






manded them, with his dying breath 


follow 




1 « y 


plicitly the 






directions of Scipio, whom he appointed to be a kind of father" 




and guardian to them. I fhall give no farther account here of 


the family and pofterity of Mafinifia, becaufe that would intet 




rupt too much the hiftory of Carthage. 


« A. M, 38 $7^ A, Rom, 601, Strabo, Lxvii. 63 
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k The high efteem which Phamaeas had entertained for Sci¬ 


pio, induced him to forfake the Carthag 


— 

9 


and go 


the Romans. Accordingly, he joined him with above two 
thouland horfe, and did great fervice at the liege* 


1 Calpurnius Pifo the conful, and L. Mancinus his lieute¬ 
nant, arrived in Africa in the beginning of the fpring. Nothing 
remarkable was tranfa&ed during this campaign. The Ro- 

9 

mans were even defeated on feveral occafions, and carried on 
the fiege of Carthage but flowly. The belieged, on the con-, 
trary, had recovered their 

derably increafed, they daily got new allies \ and even fent an 

exprefs as far as Macedonia, to the counterfeit Philip *, who 

palled for the fon of "Perfeus, and was then engaged in a war 
with the Romans ; to 



* 

Their troops were conii- 


exhort him to carry 


with vigour* 


and promiling to furnifh him with money and Ihips. 

news occalioned fome unealinels at Rome 


This 


beg 


People 

doubt the fuccefs of a war, which grew daily more 


uncertain, and was more important than had at firft been 


gined 


of the generals 


As much as they were dilTatisfied with the dilatorinefs 

i and exclaimed at their condudh fo much did 


they unanimoufly agree in applauding young Scipio, and 
tolling his rare and uncommon virtues. 


He 


was come to 


Rome, in order to Rand candidate for the edilelhip. The in- 
ftant he appeared in the aflembly, his name, his countenance, 
his reputation, a general perfualion that he was deligned by 
the gods to end the third Punic war, as the firft Scipio, his 
grandfather by adoption, had terminated the fecond; thefe le- 
^veral circumltances made a very lirong impreflion on the peo¬ 
ple 5 and though it was contrary to law, and therefore oppofed 
by the ancient men, inftead of the edilelhip whicli he fued for 




the people, difregarding for once the laws, conferred the 


* 


fullhip upon him 


9 


and afligned him Africa for his province. 



y 


k Strabo, 1. xvii. p* 6j. 

n< A.M. 3858. A, Rom. 6oa 


I 


p. 66 


m Ibid. p. 63 
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if 


without cafting 


9 

rj 

for the provinces, as ufual, and as Drufus 




his colleague demanded 


As foon 


Scipio had completed his 


he fet out 




for Sicily, and arrived foon after in Utica 


He came very Tea 


m 

V 


fonably for Mancinus, Pifo’s lieutenant, who had rafhly fixed 


himfelf in a poft • where he was furrounded by the enemy 






aw 


would have been cut to pieces, had 


that very morning. 




A 




the new confui, who, at his arrival, heard of the danger he 


was in, 


embarked his troops in the night, and failed with the 


utmofl fpeed to his afliftance. 


Scipio’s firfi: care, after his arrival, was 


the dif- 


cipline among the troops, which he found had been entirely 


negledted. 


There was not the leaft regularity, fubordination. 


or obedience. 


Nothing was attended to but rapine, feafiing 


and diverfions. 


He drove from the camp all ufelefs perfons. 


fettled the quality of the provifions he would have brought in. 


by the futlers; and allowed of none but what were plain and 


fit for foldiers, fludioufly banifhing all things of a dainty, luxu¬ 


rious kind. 


After he had made thefe regulations, which coft him but 


little time and pains, becaufe he himfelf firfi: fet the example, 


he was perfuaded that thofe under him were foldiers, and 


thereupon he prepared to carry on the fiege with vigour. 


Hav 




ing ordered his troops to provide themfelves with axes, levers 




4 N 




«*> 


9 

and'fcaling-ladders, he led them, in the dead of the night, and 


1 -♦; 


without the leafi: noife, to a diftridt of the city called Megara; 


•I 




when ordering them to give a fudden and general fhout, he 


it 


• 4 


attacked it with great vigour. 


The enemy, who did not ex 








* i 






to be attacked in the night, were, at firfi:, in the utmoft terror 


4 




♦ A r ! * * 


14 I 


• * 




however, they defended themfelves fo courageoufly, that Sci 


r V 


_ 

V.' 


V* 


4% 


pio could not fcale the walls 


But perceiving a tower that 




y- 


l - 


was forfaken, and which hood without the city, very near the 




/- • * 


« "4* 


♦-4 


I ^ 


walls \ he detached thither a party of intrepid foldiers, who 


» 






by the help of 


# 


pontons, got from the tower on the walls, and 


Pa 




. •< 


V-. 


a 4 


I * 


S 1 


;* 9 


: « 


o 


Applan. p. 69. 
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from thence into Megara, whofe gates they broke down. 


Sci 


pio 


entered 


it immediately after, and drove the enemy out 
of that poft; who, terrified at this unexpedted afTault, and ima¬ 
gining that the whole city was taken, fled into the citadel; 
whither they were followed even by thofe forces that were en¬ 
camped without the city, who abandoned their camp to the 

% 

Romans, and thought it neceflary for them to fly to a place of 

fecurity. 

q Before I proceed further, it will be proper to give fome 
account of the fltuation and dimenflons of Carthage, which 
in the beginning of the war againft the Romans, contained 
feven hundred thoufand inhabitants. It flood at the bottom 
of a giilf, furrounded with the fea, and in the form of a 
infula, whofe neck, that is, the ifthmus which joined it to 


* 


pen 


the continent, was twenty-five ftadia, 


breadth 


or a league and a quar- 
The peninfula was three hundred and fixty 
ghteen leagues round. On the weft fide there pro¬ 
jected from it a long neck of land, half a ftadium, or twelve 

which advancing into the fea, divided it from 


ftadia 


i 


fathoms broad 


a morafs, and was fenced 
wall. 


On the fouth fide, towards the 


all fides with rocks and a fingl 


where flood 


the citadel called Byrfa, the city was furrounded with a triple 

wall, thirty cubits high, abftradled from the parapets and 

towers, with which it was flanked all round at equal diftances 
each interval being fourfcore fathoms. 


* 


ftories high, and the walls but two 


Every tower was four 


they were arched, and 


the lower part were flails large enough to hold three hundred 
elephants with their fodder, &c. over thefe were ftables for 

four thoufand horfes, and lofts for their food. There likewife 

♦ 

was room enough to lodge twenty thoufand foot, and four 


thoufand horfe 
walls 


that 


In fine, all thefe were contained within the 


The walls were weak and low in one place only 


and 


was a 


eglected angle, which began at the neck of land 
above mentioned, and extended as far as the harbours, which 

Two of thefe communicated with each 


the weft fide 


p • • • 

C nj 


n 


Appian, p. 56 * etl, lvii. Strabo, 1 . xvii. p. 832 , 
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other, and had but one entrance, feventy feet broad, fhut up 


m 

'1 


V 




with chains. The firft was appropriated for the merchants. 


and had feveral diftindfc habitations for the feamen. The fe 


cond, or inner harbour, was for the fhips of war, in the midft 


of which flood an ifland, called Cothon, lined, as the harbour 


was, With large keys, in which were diftindl receptacles r for 


fheltering from the weather two hundred and twenty fhips; 


over thefe were magazines or ftore-houfes, wherein was lodged 


whatever is neceflary for arming and equipping fleets. 


The 


entrance into each of thefe receptacles was adorned with two 


marble pillars of the Ionic order: So that both the harbour 


and the ifland reprefented on each flde two magnificent gal 


leries. In this ifland was the admiral’s palace; and as it flood 


oppofite to the mouth of the harbour, he could from thence 


difcover whatever was doing at fea, though no one, from thence 


r _ 

* 


could fee what was tranfacling in the inward part of the harbour 


The merchants, in like manner, had no profpedt of the men 


of war; the two ports being feparated by a double wall, each 


having its particular gate that led to the city, without palling 


through the other harbour. s So that Carthage may be di 


vided into three parts: The harbour, which was double, and 


called fometimes Cothon, from the little ifland of that name; 


The citadel, named Byrfa; The city, properly fo called, where 


the inhabitants dwelt, which lay round the citadel, and wa$ 


called Megara. 


t 


At day-break, Afdrubal # perceiving the ignominious de 


feat of his troops, in order that he might be revenged on the 


Romans, and, at the fame time, deprive the inhabitants of all 


hopes of accommodation and pardon, brought all the Roman 


prifoners he had taken, upon the walls, in light of the whole: 


army 


There he put them to the moft exquifite torture; put 


ting out their eyes, cutting off their nofes, ears, and fingers 5 


r Ncaxro/xyo Strabo. 


* Appian. 72. 


s $och. in Phal. p. 512, 


who at firft: commanded without the 


the troops within the walls 


Mafiniffa’s grandfon, to be put to death, he got the command of 
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» 

•tearing their Ikin to pieces with iron rakes or harrows, and 
then threw them headlong from the top of the battlements, 

4 

So inhuman a treatment filled the Carthaginians with horror: 


However, he did not fpare even them 


p 

but murdered many 


fenators who had been fb brave as to oppojfe his tyranny 
u Scipio, finding himfelf abfolute matter of the Itthmus, 
burnt the camp, which the enemy had deferted, and built a 
new one for his troops. It was m a fquare form, furrounded 
with large and deep intrenchments, and fenced with ftroqg pa- 

Jiiades. On the fide which faced the Carthaginians, he built 

a wall twelve feet high, flanked at proper difiances with towers 
and redoubts ; 


j and^. on the middle tower he erected a very 
high wooden fort, from whence could be feen whateyer was 

9 

doing in the city. This wall was equal to the whole breadth 
of the Itthums, that is, twenty-five ftadia f. The enemy, who 


within arrow-lhot of 


9 


employed their utmofl effoi 


put a ttop to this work; but, as the whole army worked 


day and night, without intermiflion. 


was finiflied in twenty* 


Firtt, his for 


four days. Scipio reaped a double advantage from this work 

* 

were lodged more fafely and commodioufly 
than before : Secondly, he cut off all provifions from the he¬ 
dged* to whom none could be brought but by land; which 
diftrefled them exceedingly, both becaufe the fea is frequently 
very tempeftuous in that place, and becaufe the Roman fleet 
kept a flri<tt guard. This proved one of the chief caufes of the 
famine which raged foon after in the city. Befides, Afdrubal 
diftributed the corn that was brought, only among the thirty 

, without regard to what 


thoufand men who ferved under him 
became of the inhabitants 


W 


To diflrefs them ttill more, by the 


o£ provifions 


Scipio attempted to ttop up the mouth of the haven, by a mole 
beginning at the above-mentioned neck of land, which 

The befieged looked, at firtt, upon this 


was 


the harbour 


tempt as ridiculous, and 


dingly they infulted the work 

p • • • • 

Cmj 


u Appian. p. 73. 

t Tour miles and three quarters. 


w 
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men: But, at laft, feeing them make an aftonifhing progrefs 


• y 


VI 




every day, they began to be afraid; and to take fuch meafures 


% 

might, if poflible, render the attempt unfuccefsfui 


Every 


'i. 


the women and children, fell to work, but fo private 


> <v i 



that all Scipio could learn from the prifoners, was 


> 


that 


1 


they had heard a great noife in the harbour, but did not know 


w 

the caufe or occafion of 


f 

At laft, all things being ready, the 


I 


Carthaginians opened, on a hidden, a new outlet, on the other 


# 

fide of the haven ; and appeared at fea with a numerous fleet 


> 


which they had then built with the old materials found in their 


magazines 


It is generally allowed, that had they attacked 


. / 

the Roman fleet diredlly, they mull infallibly have taken it; 


becaufe, as no fuch attempt was expedled, and every man was 


otherwife employed, the Carthaginians would have found it 


without rowers, foldiers, or officers. But the ruin of Cafthage, 


fays the hifforian, was decreed. Having therefore only of¬ 


fered a kind of infult or bravado to the Romans, they return 


ed into the harbour. 


X 


Two days after, they brought forward their fliips, with a 


refolution to fight in good earneft, and found the enemy ready 


b 


\ 1 


for them. This battle was to determine the fate of both par 


ties. It lafted a long time, each exerting themfelves to the 


utmoft ; the one to fave their country reduced to the laft ex¬ 


tremity, and the other to complete their vidfory. During the 


fight, the Carthaginian brigantines running along under the 


large Roman fhips, broke to pieces fometimes their fterns, and 


at other times their rudders and oars; and, when brifkly at 


tacked, retreated with furprifing fwiftnefs, and returned im 


mediately to the charge. At laft, after the two armies had 


fought with equal fuccefs till fun-fet, the Carthaginians thought 




; .3 


ft* 


proper to retire; not that they believed themfelves overcome,! 


but in order to begin the fight again on the morrow. Part of 




V 1 


'.1 


their fhips, not being able to run fwiftly enough into the har 


M 


A* 




r 


bour, becaufe the mouth of it was too narrow, took fhelter 


/v; 






# 


♦ ' * 




und 




r a 


very fpacious terrafs, which 


had been thrown up a 


T» 


T> 






x Appian. p. 75 
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gainft the walls to unload goods, on the fide of which a finail 
rampart had been raifed during this war, to prevent the enemy 
from polieffing themfelves of it. Here the fight was again re¬ 
newed with more vigour than ever, and lafted till late at nights. 


The Carthaginians fuffered very much, and the few fliips of 
theirs which got off, failed for refuge to the city. Morning 
being come, Scipio attacked the terrafs, and carried it, though 

with great difficulty; after which he polled and fortified him- 

m # 

felf on it, and built a brick wall clofe to thofe of the city, and 
of the fame height. When it was finilhed, he commanded 
four thoufand men to get on the top of it, and to difcharge 
from it a perpetual Ihower of darts and arrows upon the ene¬ 
my, which did great execution ; becaufe, as the two walls were 
of equal height, there was fcarce one dart without effect. Thus 
ended this campaign. 

y During the winter-quarters, Scipio endeavoured to over¬ 


power 


the 


enemy’s trOops without the city, who very much 
haraffed the troops that brought his provifions, and protected 
fuch as were fent to the befieged. For this purpofe he attack¬ 
ed a neighbouring fort, called Nepheris, where they ufed to 
Ihelter themfelves. In the lall adlion, above feventy thoufand 
of the enemy, as well foldiers as peafants, who had been infill¬ 


ed, were 


to pieces ; and the fort 


carried with great 

:. The 


difficulty? after fullaining a liege of two and twenty days, 
feizure of this fort was followed by the furrender^of almoll all 
the llrong-holds in Africa; and contributed very much to the 
taking of Carthage itfelf, into which, from that time, it was 
almoll impoffible to bring any provifions. 

z Early in the fpring, Scipio attacked, at one and the fame 
time, the harbour called Cothon, and the citadeL Having pofi* 
feffed himfelf of the wall which furrounded this port, he threw 
himfelf into the great fquare of the city that was near it, from 
whence was an afcent to the citadel, up three llreets, on each 
fide of which were houfes, from the tops whereof a Ihower of 
darts were difcharged upon the Romans, who were obliged. 


y Appian. p. 78. 


z A. M. 3859. A. Rom, 603, Appian. p. 79. 
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before they could advance farther, to force the houfes 


.ft 


.» ^ 


J? 


i* 


.V’ 



caine firft to, and poft themfelves in them, in order to diflodg 


> 




■ * 


k v- 


■f 


from thence the enemy who fought from the 





ghbouring 


The combat which was carried on from the tops, and 




t- 


jn every part of the houfes, continued fix days, during whicji 


> 

/ 


dreadful (laughter was made. To clear the flreets, and make 


* • 


• T 


* - « 


way for the troops, the Romans dragged afide, with hooks 


the bodies of fucli of the inhabitants as had been flain, or pre 


9 

4 

I 


cipitated headlong from the houfes j and threw them into pits* 


the greateft part of them being ftill alive and panting 


In this 


which lafted fix days and as many nights, the foldiers were 


relieved from time to time, by frefh ones, without which they 


would have been quite fp 


Scipio was the only perfon who 


did not take a wink of fleep all this time; giving orders in all 


places, and fcarce allowing himfelf leifure to take the leaf!: 


frefhment 


» 

There was hill reafon to believe, that the fiege would lafl 


much longer, and occafion a great effufion of blood. But 


the feventh day, there appeared a company of men 


fup 


pliant pofi 11 re and habit, who defired no other conditions, but 


that the Romans wpuld pleafe to 



the lives of all thofe 


v. 


who fhould be willing to leave the citadel 5 which requeft wa$ 


granted them, only the deferters were excepted. According 


r 


ly, there came 


* 


fifty thoufand men and women, who were 


lent into the fields under a ftrong guard. The deferters, who 


were about nine hundred, finding they would not be allowed 


qu 


a 


Afdrubal 


fortified themfelves in the temple of ^Efculapius, with 


his 


ife, and two children 


where, though their 


number was but fin a 11, they might have held out a long time 


becaule the temple flood on 


high hill, upon rocks, to 


H 1 




which the afcent was by fixty heps. But at la ft, exhaufted by 




'4 


r i 


hunger and watchings, opprefled with fear, and feeing their 


t'- 


»5 




deftru&ion at hand, they loft all patience 






when, abandoning 


the lower part of the temple, they retired to the uppei 



7 » 


ftory, and refolved not to quit it but with their liv 






3 Appian. p. Si, 
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In the mean time, Afdrubal, being delirous of faving his 
own life, came.down privately to Scipio, carrying an olive- 
branch in his hand, and threw himfelf at his feet. Scipio 
ihowed him immediately to the deferters, who, transported 
with rage and fury at the fight, vented millions of imprecations 
again!! him, and fet fire to the temple. Whilfl: it was light¬ 
ing, we are told, that Afdrubal’s wife, dreflmg herfelf as fplen- 
didly as poflible, and placing herfelf with her two children in 
fight of Scipio, addrefled him with a loud voice ; “ I call not 
“ down,” fays £he, “curfes upon thy head, ORoman: for thou 


€C 


it 


it 


it 


w 

only take!! the privilege allowed by the laws of war: But 
may the gods of Carthage, and thou in concert with therm 
punifh, according to his deferts, thefalfe wretch, who has 
betrayed his country, his gods, his wife, his children!” Then* 


directing herfelf to Afdrubal, “ Perfidious wretch 




fays fiie 




« 


thou bafefl: of creatures! this fire will prefently confume both 




me and my children 5 but as to thee 


fhameful general 


it 


tt 


of Carthage, go— r adorn the gay triumph of thy conqueror 

, in the fight of all Rome, the tortures thou fo jufl> 


a 


fuffer, in 

ly deferveft!” She had no fooner pronoupced thefe words 


I 


* 


in 


but feizing her children, Ihe cut their throats, threw them 
to the flames, and afterwards ruflied into them herfelf 
which fhe was imitated by all the deferters. 

b With regard to Scipio, when he faw this famous city, which 
had flouriflied leven hundred years, and might have been conn? 
pared to the greatefl empires, on account 


of the 


of 


dominions both by fea and land; its mighty armies 5 its fleets 

elephants, and riches *, and that the Carthaginians were ever 
fuperior 

foul; as 


to other nations, by their courage and greatnels of 
notwithfianding their being deprived of arms and 


fhips, they had fuftained, for three whole years, all the hard- 
fliips and calamities of a long fiege; feeing, I fay, this city en¬ 
tirely ruined, hifiorians relate, that he could not refufe his 
tears to the unhappy fate of Carthage. He reflected, that ci¬ 
ties, nations, and empires, are liable to revolutions no lefs than 


fr Appian, 83. 
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'A 


particular men; that the like fad fate had befallen Troy 






V 




ntly fo powerful; and, in later times, the Afiyrians, Medes; 


VI 


-V 




and Perfians, whofe dominions were 


of fo great an ex 


tent 


■ 

and laftly, the Macedonians, whofe empire had been ft 


■ 't 


glorious throughout the world. Full of thefe mournful ideas 


S. 


he repeated the following verfes of Homer 






EcrcrtTat b/xccg, ordv -cror’ "l\t(&- 


Ka.1 I igtccp,®' £ \ccog ELgict/xoio 


I 


♦ 

A. A'. 164, 165. 


The day fliall come 


Which Troy 


When Priam’s pow’rs and Priam’s feif lhall fall 


And one prodigious ruin fwallow 


4 

Pope. 


thereby denouncing the future deftiny of Rome, as he himfelf 


confeffed to Polybius, who defired Scip 



plain himfelf 


that occafion 


Had the truth enlightened his foul, he would have difcover 


ed what we 




ght 


taught in the fcript 


9 


that 


becaufe of 


dealings, injuries, and riches got by deceit 


€C 


kingdom is tranflated from one people to another 


Car 


tliage is deftroyed, becaufe its avarice, perfidioufnefs, and 


uelty, have attained their utmoft height.. The like fate 


will attend Rome, when its luxury, ambition, pride, and 


un 


juft ufurpations, concealed beneath a fpecious and delufive fhow 


of juftice and virtue, {hall have compelled the fovereign Lord 


the difpofer of empires, to give the univerfe an important lef- 


fon in its fall 


Carthage being taken in this manner, Scip 


plunder of it (the gold, filver, ftatues 


■ 

gave the 


and other offering: 


which fhould be found, in the temples excepted) to his foldiers 


for fome days. He afterwards beftowecl feveral military rewards 


r. 


them, as well as on the officers, two of whom had particii 


r . 


* \ 




larly diftinguifhed themfelves, viz. Tib. Gracchus 




.r 


and Cains 


Fannius, who firft fcaled the walls 


After this, adorning 




A • 


V- 










c Ecclef. x. Z. 


Ant. J 


Appian. p. 83 


A. M. 3859. A. Garth. 701. A. Rom. 603 
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ry fmall {hip (an excellent failer) with the enemy’s fpoils, he 
fent it to Rome with the news of the victory. 

m 

e At the fame time, he ordered the inhabitants of Sicily to 
come and take pofteflion of the pictures and ftatues which the 
Carthaginians had plundered them of in the former 
When he reftored, to the citizens of Agrigentum, Phalaris 
famous bull * 9 he told them that this bull, which was, at 
and the fame time, a monument of the cruelty of their an 
kings, and of the lenity of their prefent fovereigns, 01 
make them fenfible, which would be moft advantageous for 
them, to live under the yoke of Sicilians, or the government of 


one 


ght 


to 


Romans 


he 


Having expofed to fale part of the fpoils of Carthage, 
commanded, on the moft fevere penalties, his family not to 


take 


or even buy any of them ; fo careful was he to remove 
from himfelf, and all belonging to him, the leaft fufpicion of 


avarice 


f When the news of the taking of Carthage was brought 
Rome, the people abandoned themfelves to the moft im- 


tranfports of joy, as if the public tranquillity had 


been fecured till that inftant 


They revolved in their minds 


the calamities which the Carthag 


nians had brought upon 
Sicily, in Spain, and even in Italy, for ilxteen years 
together 3 during which, Hannibal had plundered four hun- 


them 


> 


dred 


deftroyed three hundred thoufand men, and 


duced Rome itfelf to the utmoft 


extremity 


Amidft the re 


alhe 


membrance of thefe paft evils, the people in Rome would afk 

another, whether it were really true that Carthage was in 
s. All ranks and degrees of men emuloufly ftrove who 
fhould fhow the greateft gratitude towards the gods 3 and the 
citizens were, for many days, employed wholly in folemn fieri- 
fees, in public prayers, games, and fpe&acles. 


f Ibid. 


e Appian. p. 83. 

Quem taurum Scipio cum redderet Agrigentir 
illos cogitare utrum effet Siculis utilius, fuifne fervi 

cum idem monumentum et domefticae erudelitatis 
berent. Cicer, Verr, vi, n, 73, 



HISTORY Of THE CARTHAGINIANS. 


46 


R 


GO 



3 ** 


s After thefe religious duties were ended, the fenate 


fJ 


» V.* 


“ft 



ten commifiioners into Africa, to regulate, in conjunction 





A * 


Scipio, the fate and condition of that country, in times to 


3 


m: 




come. Their firfi: care was, to demolifh whatever was ffcill rei 






t 


maining of Carthage*. Rome f, though miftrefs of almoft 


A- 


the whole world, could not believe herfelf fafe as long as eveti 


the name of Carthage'was in being: So true it is, that an ini 


v ' p 

veterate hatred, fomented by long and bloody wars, lafts even 


beyond the time when all caufe of fear is removed; and does 


not ceafe, till the object that occafions it is no more. Orders 


were given, in the name of the Romans, that it fhould never 


be inhabited again; and dreadful imprecations were denounced 


againfl thofe, who, contrary to this prohibition, fhould attempt 


rebuild 


any parts of it, efpecially thofe called Byrfa and 


Megara. In the mean time, every one who defired it, was ad¬ 


mitted to fee Carthage : Scipio being well pleafed, to ha'vi 


people view the fad ruins of a city which had dared to contend 


with Rome for empire J. The commiflloners decreed further 


4 # 




that thofe cities, which, during this war, had joined with thi 


• 4 

enemy, fhould all be razed, and their territories be given to 


the Roman allies 


they particularly made a grant to the 


i: 


of Utica, of the whole country lying between Carthage 


and Hippo. All the reft they made tributary, and reduced 


•«* 


Roman province, whither a praetor was fent annually 


All matters being thus fettled, Scipio returned to Rome 


> 


where he made his entry in triumph. So magnificent a one 


had never been feen before; the whole exhibiting nothing bdt 


Appian. p. 84 


Vel 


* 


may guefs at the dimenfions bf this famous 


ir v 




that it was feventeen davs on fire 


Quanta urt$ 


deleta fit, ut de caeteris taceam, vel ignium mora probari protefl: Quippe p# 


em et feptem dies vix potuit incendium 


f Neque fe Roma, jam terrarum orbe fuperato, fecuram 


Lib. ii. c. 15. 




ufquam maneret Carthaginis. 


odium certaminibus ortam. ultra metu 




defiit. Vel 


quidem deponitur, neque ante invifum efie definit, quam effe 


* 


y 


• 1 » 


| Ut ipfe locus eorum, qui cum hac urbe de imperio certarunt, vefiig 


. L * 1 



oftenderet. Cic. Agrar. ii. n. 50 
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ftatues, rare invaluable pictures, and other curiofities. 



the Carthaginians had, for many years, been colle&ing, in a- 


ther 


not to men 


the money carried 



public treafury, that amounted to immenfe Turns 


Notwithftanding the great precautions which were taken, 
hinder Carthage from being ever rebuilt, in lefs than thirty 

and even in Scipio’s life-time, one of the Gracchi 


after 


ingratiate himfelf with the people^. undertook 


found it 


a-new, and conduced thither a colony confining of fix thou- 

fand citizens for that purpofe. The fenate, hearing that the 

workmen had been terrified by many unlucky omens* at the 

time they were tracing the limits, and laying the foundations 

of the new city, would have fufpended the attempt; but the 

tribune, not being over-fcrupulous in religious matters, carried 

on the work, notwithftanding all thefe bad prefages, and fi- 

niflied it in a few days. This was the firfl Roman colony that 
ever was fent out of Italy. 

It is probable, that only a kind of huts were built there, fince' 
we are told, # that when Marius retired hither, in his flight to 
Africa, he lived in a mean and poor condition amid the ruins 
of Carthage, confoling himfelf by the fight of fo aflonifhing a 

fpedtacle; himfelf fervmg, in fome meafure, as a confolation 
to that ilbfated city. 


'Appian relates, that Julius Caefar, after the death of Tom- 
pey, having eroded into Africa, faw, in a dream, an army com- 
pofed of a prodigious number of foldiers, who, wi th tears in 
their eyes, called him; and that, ftruck with the vilion, he 
writ down in his pocket-book the deiign which he formed on 
this occafion, of rebuilding Carthage and Corinth ; but that 
having been murdered foon after by the confpirators, Auguftus 
Caefar, his adopted fon, who found this memorandum among 
his papers, rebuilt Carthage near the fpot where it hood former- 
L'. m order that the imprecations which had been vented at 


1 Appian. p. 85. 


Plut. in vir. Gracch. p. 839. 


* 


Mar 


App 


it 


cam direxit, inopenique vitam in tucrurio min arum 


■ -r , , —pcuupc viiaiii 111 rugliriO TlUnZTUm 

r!„„, 5 ! 1 mm to i eravit ; cum Marius afpiciens Carthagincm, ilia intuens Ms- 


poflent cile 


Yel 
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the time of its definition againft thofe who fliould prelhii^ 


to rebuild it, might not fall upon him 


'•1 






I know not what foundation App 


has for this ftory 


* i 




but we read in Strabo, that Carthage and Corinth were rebuilt 

* f 4 « 


at the fame time by Caefar, to whom he gives the name 




f.'i 


God, by which title, a little before 


T? * 


he had plainly intended 


Julius Caefar*, and Plutarch 


the life of that emperor, 




fcribes exprefsly to him, the eftablifhment of thefe two colonies 


and obferves, that 


0 

remarkable circumftance 


thefe twi 


that 


s 

both had been taken and deftroyed together. 


they likewife were rebuilt and repeopled at the fame time 


m 

However this be, Strabo affirms, that, in his time, Carthagi 


was as populous as any city in Africa 


and it rofe to be the 



ca 


pital of Africa, under the fucceeding emperors 


It exifted, fo 


* 

\ 


\ 




about feven hundred years after, in fplendor, but at laft w 




fo completely deftroyed by the Saracens, in the beginning 








-» 


the feventh century, that neither its name, nor the leaft foo,t 


t 


fteps of it are known, at this time, in the country 


• • 


A Digression on the Manners and Character of tU 




Second Scipio Africanus . 




Scipio, the deftroyer of Carthage, was fon to the famous Paul 






iEmilius, who conquered Perfeus, the laft king of Macedori 


fv 1 




•*,1 


V- 




and confequently grandfon to that Paulus, who loft his life 




r* 


t -. 


!♦ • 


the battle of Cannae. He was adopted by the fon of the gref 


i /. 


Scipio Africanus, and called Scipio ^Emilianus 


the names 




9 v 


9 


-.1 
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the two families being fo united, purfuant to the law of adop 




* 






tions. 


Our 


# 


Scip 


fupported, with equal luftre, the honou 


i ' 


rw 


u 


•4 *1 


and dignity of both houfes, being poftefted of all the exalt 






qualities of the fword and gown 


The whole 


of his lif 



f. A 


• t 




-1 , 


• i. 


fay 


an 


hiftorian, whether with 


gard to his adlions 


thoughts 


words, was confp 


for 


great beauty 



* * 




\ • w 


\ 4 




I Appian. 1 . xvii. p. 833. 


m Ibid p. 83. 


n Ibid p. 733 
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* 


JEmilianus, vir avitis P. Africani paternifque L. Pauli virtutibus fi 




► ^ # 


* 




ftudiorum emmentiflimus 


* 1 


4 » 


* 


4 




nifi laudandum aut fecit, aut dixit, aut fenfit. Vel 








► • 


« 4 


r * ♦!» 


-t 


K i. c. iz. 
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At 


> "4 
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* 
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regularity. He diftinguifhed himfelf particularly, a circum- 
ftance feldom found at that time in perfons of the military 
profeffion, by his exquifite tafte for polite literature, and, all 
the fciences , as well as by the uncommon regard he fhowed 


to learned men. It is univerfally known, that he was report-- 
ed to be the author of Terence’s comedies, the moft polite and 
elegant writings of which the Romans could boaft. We are told 
of Scipiothat no man could blend more happily repofe and 
action, nor employ his leifure hours with greater delicacy and 

tafte: Thus was he divided between arms and books, between 

* 

the military labours of the camp, and the peaceful employment 
of the cabinet; in which he either exercifed his body in toils 
of war, or his mind in the ftudy of the fciences. By this he 
fhowed, that nothing does greater honour to a perfon of dif- 
tinflion, of what quality or profeffion foever he be, than the 
adorning his foul with knowledge. Cicero, fpeaking of Scipio, 
fays, f that he always had Xenophon’s works in his hands 


9 


which are fo famous for the folicl and excellent inftrudtions they 


contain both in regard to war and policy. 

° He owed this exquiffie tafte for polite learning and the 
fciences, to the excellent education which Paulus iEmilius be¬ 
llowed on his children. He had put them under the ableft 
mafters in every art5 and did not fpare any coft on that occa- 
fton, though his circumftances were very narrow: P. iEmilius 

himfelf was prefent at all their leftons, as often as the affairs 

* 

of government would permit j becoming, by this means, their 
chief preceptor. 

p The ftri£fc union between 


is genius and 
were already 

Volume IL D • 


exalted qualities, which, by the fuperiority of b 
difpofttion, and the excellency of his education. 


Polybius and Scipio finifhed the 


o Pint. in vit. JEmil. Paul. 
p Excerpt e Polyb. p. 147-163. 

* Neque enim quiTquam hocScipione elegantius intervalla negotiorum otio diT- 
punxit: Semperque aut belli aut pacis ferviit artibus, Temper inter arraa ac fludia 
'erfatus,aut corpus periculis, aut animumdifciplinis exercuit. Vel.Paterc.^i.c.13. 

t Africanus Temper Socraticum Xenophontcm in manibus habebat. TuTc. 

1. ii. n. 6%. 
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the fubject of admiration. Polybius, with a great number $ 




.IV- 


Achaians, whofe fidelity the Romans fufpefted during the w&J 




- ¥. 


with Per feus, was detained in Rome, where his merit foon a® 


*r 


- 


trailed the eyes, and made his converfation the defire of all peri 


* / 


fons of the higheft quality in that city. Scipio, when fcarcc 




eighteen, devoted himfelf entirely to Polybius ; and confide® 


ed, as the greatefi: felicity of his life, the opportunity he had 


of being inflrudled by fo great a mailer, whofe fociety he pre« 


v 

ferred to all the vain and idle amufements which are gener 



fo eagerly purfued by young perfons 






Polybius’s fir ft care was, to infp 


Sci 


i' 


with an averfioi 


for thofe equally dangerous and ignominious pleafures, to whici 


♦ 

• # 

the Roman youth were fo ftrongly addicted ; the greatefi: part 


of them being already depraved and corrupted, by the 



licentioufnefs which riches and new cone.uefls had introdu 


ced in Rome 


cipio, during the firft five years that he 


tinued in fo excellent a fchool, made the greatefi improvement 


in it; and, defpifing the levity and wantonnefs, as well as th 


pernicious examples of perfons of the fame age with himfelf). 


he 


looked upon. 


that time, as a fhining model 


difcretion and wifdom 


From hence, the tranfition was eafy and natural 


genera 


fity, to a noble difregard of riches, and to a laudable ufe 


1 


them; all virtues fo requifite in perfons of illuflrious birth 


which Scipio carried to the mofl exalted pitch, as appears fro: 


fome inflances of this kind related by Polyb 


and highlj 


thy our admiration 


Emilia*, wife of the firfl Scipio Africanus, and mother 


him who had adopted the Scipio mentioned here by Polybius 


j 


\ fc 


had bequeathed, at her death, a great eflate to the latter. This 


> 


lady, beiides the diamonds and jewels which are worn by w(f 


men of her high rank, pofiefied a great number of gold and 


fiiver veffels ufed in facrifices, together with feveral 



equipages, and a coniiderable number of flaves of both fexes) 


,1 


the whole fuited to the augufl houfe into which fhe had mail 




* She was After of Paulus iEmilius, father of the fecond Scipio Africanus, 
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ried 


At her death, Scipio made over all thofe rich poffefli 


Papiria his mother, who having been divorced a confiderable 


time before by Paulus Aimilius, and not being in circumftan 
ces to fupport the dignity of her birth, lived in great obfcu- 
rity, and never appeared in the affemblies or public ceremo 


rues. 

cent 


9 

But when fhe again frequented them with a magnifi 
ain, this noble generofity of Scipio did him great ho 
specially in the minds of the ladies, who expatiated 01 


all their converfations, and in a city 


hofe inhabitants 


fays Pofybius, were not eafily prevailed upon to part with their 


money 


Scipio was no lefs admired on another occafion. 


He 


was 


bound, by .a condition in the will, to pay 


at three different 


times, to the two daughters of Scipio his grandfather by adop¬ 
tion, half their portions, which amounted to fifty thoufand 
French crowns *. The time for the payment of the firft fum 
being expired, Scipio put the whole money into the hands of 
a banker. Tiberius Gracchus, and Scipio Nafica, who had 


Tiberius Grace! 


married the two fitters, imagining that Scipio had made a miff 
take, went to him, and obferved, that the laws allowed him 


three year 


to pay this fum, and 


three different times 


Young Scipio anfwered, that he knew very well what the laws 
directed on this occafion 5 that they might indeed be executed 
in their greateft rigour with ftrangers, but that friends and re¬ 
lations ought to treat one another with a more generous fim- 
plicity; and therefore defired them to receive the whole fum. 
They were ftruck with fuch admiration at the generofity of 
their Kinfman, that in their return home, they reproached 


that in their return home 


themfelves f for their narrow way of thinking, at a time when 
they made the greateft figure, and had the higheft regard paid 


Polyb 


of any family in Rome 


This generous a<ftipn, fay 


the more admired, becaufe 


perfon in Rome 


fo far from confenting to pay fifty thoufand crowns before they 
were due, would pay even a thoufand before the time for pay- 


elapfed 


* Or, I,. 11,259 Sterling. 

1 KarEyyax.oj-gj’ «ut 5 v f^ty.pKoyici^» 
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It was from the fame rioble fpirit, that two years 
Paulus ^Emilius, his father, being dead, he made over to h§ 



•fci t* 

i J.r 

brother Fabius, who was not fo wealthy as himfelf, the part -pj. 
their father’s eftate which was his (Scipio’s) due, (amountingf| 
above threefcore thoufand crowns*) in order that there mi 



not be fo great a difparity between his fortune and that of his 


brother. 


t: 


This Fabius being defirous to exhibit a fhow of gladiator/ 
after his father’s deceafe, in honour of his memory, as was the 

v* 

cuftom in that age, and not being able to defray the expences 
on this occafion, which amounted to a very heavy fum, Scipio 


\ -»•» 


made him a prefent of fifteen thoufand crowns f, in order ta 
defray at leaft half the charges of it. 


/f y 

s 

I- 

1 

rr 


it 


i: 


The fplendid prefents which Scipio had made his mother 
Papiria, reverted to him, by law as well as equity, after her de? 

i. 

and his lifters, according to the cuftom of thofe times; 


mift 


** • 

* 


~ % 

had not the leaft claim to them. Neverthelefs, Scipio thought 
it would have been difhonourable in him, had he taken thenr 

4 

♦ 

back again. He therefore made over to his lifters, whatever 


.» $ 


he had prefented to their mother, which amounted to a very 
confiderable fum ; and by this frefh proof of his glorious difi 

regard of wealth, and the tender friendfhip he had for his fa- 

' 1 ; ; 

mily, acquired the applaufe of the whole city. 


Thefe different benefactions, which amounted all together 

7 o 

to a prodigious fum, feem to have received a brighter luftre 
from the age in which he beftowed them, he being ftill very 

young ; and yet more from the circumffcanices of the time when 

•) 

they were prefented, as well as the kind and obliging carriage 
he afliimed on thofe occafions. 

4 

The incidents I liave here given, are fo repugnant to the 

1 

maxims of this age, that there might be reafon to fear, the; 


"t 


reader would confider them merely as,the rhetorical flourifhes 
of an hiftorian, who was prejudiced in favour of his hero; 



it was not well known, that the predominant charaCleriftic o£ 
Polybius, by whom they are related, is a flncere love for truth/ 

ST; 


if: 




»v. 


* Or, L, 13,500 Sterling 


f, Or, L. 5375 Sterling. 


:V.£- 

*St- 




1 ^ 
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and an utter averfion to adulation of every kind. In the very 
paiTage whence this relation is extracted, he thought it would 
be neceffary for him to be a little guarded, where he expatiates 
on the virtuous addons and rare qualities of Scipio; and he ob- 
ferves, that as his writings were to be perufed by the Ro¬ 
mans, who were perfedtly well acquainted with all the particu¬ 
lars of this great man’s life, he would certainly be animadverted 
upon by them, fhould he venture 


affront, to which 


is 


venture to advance any falfehood; 

not probable that an author, who is 
ever fo little tender of his reputation, would expofe himfelf, 

efpecially if no advantage was to accrue to him from it. 

We have already obferved, that Scipio had never given into 

fafhionable debaucheries and exceffes to which the young 

people at Rome fo wantonly abandoned themfelves. But he was 

fufiiciently compenfated for this felf-denial of all deftrudfive 

pleafures, by the vigorous health he enjoyed all the reft of his 

life, which enabled him to tafte pleafures of a much purer and 

more exalted kind, and to perform the great adlions that re 
fledled fo much glory upon him. 

m 

Hunting, which was his darling exercife, contributed alfb 


\ 


very 


to 




his conftitution, and enable him alfo 


endure the hardeft toils 


Macedonia, whither he followed 


liis father, gave him an opportunity of indulging to the utmoft 
of his defire his paftion in this refpedt; for the chace, which 
was the ufual diverfion of the Macedonian monarchs, having 
been laid aftde for fome years on atcount of the wars, Scipio 


found there an incredible quantity of game of every kind. 
Paulus ^Emilius, ftudious of procuring his fon virtuous plea¬ 
fures of every kind, in order to divert his mind from thofe 
which reafon prohibits, gave him full liberty to indulge him¬ 
felf in his favourite fport, during all the time that the Roman 
forces continued in that country, after the vidfory he had gained 


Per feus 


in an 


The illuftrious youth employed his leifure hours 
cife, which fuited fo well his age and inclination ; 


and was as fuccefsful in this innocent war againft the beafts 


Ma 

cd 


edonia, as his father had been in that which he had 


earn 


gainft the inhabitants of the country 


Diij 
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It was at Scip 


4 58 & 
>95 

% —Am 


from Macedon, that he met wit| 






Polybius in Rome; and contracted the fbri<£\: friendfhip witf 




him, which was afterwards fo beneficial to our young Romaji 




1 

ir.j 

,1V 


and did him almoft as much honour in after-ages, as all hjj 






quefts. We find, by hiftory, that Polybius lived with ttfc 


* j' 


brothers. One day, when himfelf and Scipio were alone 


• 2 ? 


4 / 


•r 


I 




the latter vented himfelf freely to him, and complained, but 


the mildefl and moft gentle terms, that he, in their 


fations at table, always directed himfelf to his brother Fabiu$ 


t 




and 


L* 

him 


I am fenfibl 






fays he 


that this indif. 


€ C 


ference 


ifes from your fuppofing, with all our citizens’ 




u 


that I am a heedlefs young 


•y 


and wholly averfe to the 


u 


tafte which now prevails in Rome, becaufe I do not plead 


CC 


the bar, nor ftudy the graces of elocution. But how flioulij 


I do this 


I 


told perpetually, that the R 





ped 


cc 


general, and not an orator, from the houfe of the Scip 


I will confefs to you, pardon the fincerity with which I 


cc 


veal my thoughts, that your coklnefs and indifference grieve 


cc 


me exceedingly.” Polybius, furprifed at thefe unexpected 


words, made Sicpio the kindeft anfwer; and affured the illuf- 


trious youth, that though he always directed himfelf to his bro¬ 


ther, yet this was not out of difrefpeCt to him, but only be 


caufe Fabius was the eldefl; not to mention, continued Poly 




bius, that, knowing you poffefled but one foul, I conceived 


that I addreffed both when I fpoke to either of you. He .theft 


allured Scipio, that he was entirely at his command : 



with regard to the fciences, for which he difcovered the happ; 


eft genius, he would have opportunities fufhcient to improve 


himfelf in them, from the great number of learned Grecians 


; V 


who reforted daily to Rome; but that, as to the art of wari 


which was properly his profeffion and his favourite ftudy 


> 







(Polybius) might be of fome little fervice to him. He had 


W * 




fooner fpoke thefe words, but Scipio, grafping his hand in 






kind of rapture 


CC 


Oh 


when,” fays he, “ fhall I fee the 


-.S'. 



a 


py day, when, difengaged from all other avocations. 


> v* 











living with 


will be fo much my friend 


,!* 

2V. 




cc 


prove my underhanding, and regulate my affections 
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I fhall think myfelf worthy of my illuftrious anceftors 


it 


From that time. Polybius, overjoyed to fee fo young a man 
breathe fucli noble fentiments, devoted himfelf particularly to 
our Scipio, who for ever after paid him as much reverence as 
if he had been his father. 

However, Scipio did not only efteem Polybius as an excel¬ 
lent hiftorian, but valued him much more, and reaped much 
greater advantages, from him, by his being fo able a warrior, 

V 

and fo profound a politician. Accordingly he consulted him 
on every occafton, and always took his advice even when he 
was at the head of his army; concerting in private with Poly¬ 
bius, all the operations of the campaign, all the movements of 
the forces, all enterprifes againft the enemy, and the feveral 
meafures proper for rendering them fuccefsful. 

q In a word, it was the common report, that our illuftrious. 
Roman did not perform any great or good action, but when 
he was advifed to it by Polybius; nor ever commit an error, 
except when he adted without confulting him. 

* 

I flatter myfelf that the reader will excufe this long digref- 
fion, ifrhich may be thought foreign to my fubjedt, as I am not 
writing the Roman hiftory. . However, it appeared to me fo 


well adapted to the general deflgn I propofe to myfelf, in this 
work, viz. the cultivating and improving the minds of youth, 
that I could not forbear introducing it here, though I was fen- 
fible this is not direclly its proper place. And, indeed, thefe 
examples fhow, how important it is, that young people fhould 

5 and the great bene- 


liberal and virtuous education 


fit they reap, by frequenting and correfponding early with 
perfons of merit ; for thefe were the foundations whereon 
were built the fame and glory which have rendered Scipio 
immortal. But above all, how noble a model for our age, in 
which the moft inconiiderable and even trifling concerns often 
create feuds and animofities between brothers and lifters, and 
dnturb the peace of families, is the generous difintereftednefs 
of Scipio, who, whenever he had an opportunity of ferving his 


D iiij 


q Paufan. in Arwd. 1. viii. p. 5c5. 
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ft 


a 



relations, took a delight in bellowing the large# funis upon 








them 




This excellent pafiage of Polybius had efcaped me, bi 


sf 


'.p 


being inferted in the folio edition of his works 


It be 


iKt 


c: 


M: 




longs indeed naturally to the book, where, treating of the taftef 


with regard to folid glory, I mentioned the contempt in which 




!r 


i *r 


l 


the ancients held riches, and the excellent ufe they made of 












them 


I therefore thought myfelf indilpenfably obliged 


i'- 


-sT 


reftore, on this occafion, to young ftudents, what I afterwards 


4 * 


4 « 


could not but blame myfelf for omitting 


"The HlS TORT of the FamILT and P OSTERITT of MaSINISSA 


I promised, after finilhing what related to the republic of 


Carthage, to return to the family and pofterity of Mafinilfa 


This piece of hiflory forms a confiderable part of that of A 


1 / 


frica, and therefore is not quite foreign to my fubject 


From Mafinifia’s having declared for the Romans in the 


-1 


time of the firfi: Scipio, he had always adhered to that honour 


able alliance, with an almoft unparallelled zeal and fidelity 


Finding his end approaching 


y 


he wrote to the proconful of 


1 


Africa, under whofe ftandards the younger Scipio then fought 


defire that Roman might be fent to him; adding, that he 


Ihould die with fatisfadtion, if he could but expire in his arms 


after having made him executor to his will 


But believing 


that he fhould be dead, before it could be pofiible for him 


this confolation, he fent for his wife and children, and 


■ 

Ipoke to them as follows 


I know no other nation but the 


<c Romans, and, among this 


other family but that 




of the Scip 


I now, in my expiring moments, impower 


it 


Scipio .ZEmilianus to difpofe 


abfolute manner, of all 


<c 


my pofleffions, and to divide my kingdom among my chil 


c< dren 


1 require, that whatever Scipio may decree, lhall be 


a 


excuted as punctually as if I myfelf had appointed it by my 




a 


will 




After faying thefe words, he breathed his laft, be 


i • 

'U 


fng upwards of ninety ye 


a 


of 


age 


4- 


4% 

r^ 1 


c- 


This prince, during his youth, had 


with ftrange re 


p • . 

i: 




i’< 


X k 






«> 

4; 

4 

' * 
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verfes of fortune, having been difpofTeiTed of Ids kingdom, ob^ 
liged to fly from province to province, and a thoufand times 
in danger of his life. Being flipported, fays the hifforian, by 
the divine prote&ion, he was afterwards favoured, till his death, 
with a perpetual feries of profperity, unruffled by any flnifter 
accident: For he not only recovered his own kingdom, but 
added to it that of Syphax his enemy ; and extending his king¬ 
dom from Mauritania as far as Cyrene, he became the moft 
powerful prince of all Africa. He was bleffed, till he left the 
world, with the greatefl health and vigour, which doubtlefs 
was owing to his extreme temperance, and the toils he per¬ 
petually fuftained. Though ninety years of age, he perform¬ 
ed all the exercifes ufed by * young men, and always rode with¬ 
out a faddle 5 and Polybius obferves, a circumftance preferr¬ 
ed by c Plutarch, that the day after a great victory over the Car- 

thaginians, Mafinifla was feen, fitting at the door of his tent, 
eating a piece of brown bread. 

u He left fifty-four fons, of whom three only were legiti¬ 
mate, viz. Micipfa, Gulufla, and Maftanabal. Scipio divided 
the kingdom between thefc three, and gave confiderable pof- ' 
feffions to the refl:: But the two lafl: dying foon after, Micipfa 
became foie pofleflor of thefe extenfive dominions. He had 
two fons, Adherbal and Hiempfal, whom he educated in his 
palace with Jugurtha his nephew, Maftanabal’s fon, of whom 
he took as much care as he did of his own children f. This 
laft-mentioned prince poflefled feveral eminent qualities, which 
gained him univerfal efleem. Jugurtha, who was finely fhap- 
ed, and very handfome, of the moft delicate wit, and the rnofl 
foLd judgment, did not devote himfelf, as young men com¬ 
monly do, to a life of luxury and pleafure. He ufed to exer- 


C 


An. feni gerenda fit Refp. p. 791. 


11 Applan. 


Max 


Arbitror 


aki 


CD 


cum 


cum 


mgreffus iter pedibus fit, in equurn omnino non afcendere ; 

onr„ e< 1 r?’r Cqu ° nH ” dcfcenderc i imbre, nollo frigorc adduci, ut capite’ 

!° ' ;fummam effe in eo corporis ficcitatem. Itaque cxequi oninia regis ofii- 

cia et nmnera. De Seneilute. 

"f All this hiftnrv nf Tnoairdn .1 _o n n 
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4 


* X 




i/1. 






clfe himfelf with perfons of his age, in running, riding, throw 




V- 


the javelin 5 and though he furpaffed all his companions 






there was not one of them but loved him. The chace was 



r' 


1 . 


only delight, but it was that of 1 


and other favage beafts 




•r: 


To fmifli his character, he excelled in all thing 


and 



7 * 


• 4 . 


V.- 




very little of himfelf: M Plurimum facere, et minimum ipfe de 


ft 


fe loq 






So confpicuous an affemblage of fine talents and perfect 




began to excite the jealoufy of Micipfa. He faw himfelf in the 


decline of life, and his children very young 


14 


He knew the: 


prodigious lengths which ambition is capable of going, when 


crown 


and that a man 


talents much infe 


♦ 

rlor to thofe of Jugurtha, might be dazzled by fo refplendent 


a temptation, efpecially when united with fucli favourable cir- 


cumflances. In order therefore to 


competitor 



dangerous with regard to his children, he 


Jugiirtha the 


( 


command of 


for 


hich he fent to the affiftance of the 


Romans, who, at that time, were befieging Numantia, under 


the conduct of Scip 


Knowing Jugurtha was actuated 



the moil herioc bravery, he flattered himfelf, that lie proba 


bly 


Id rufli upon danger, and lofe his life. However, he 


was m iff a ken. 


This vounc prince joined to an undaunted 




courage, the utmoft calmnefs of mind 5 and, a circumftance 


very rarely found in perfons of his age, he preferved a juft 


medium between a timorous forefight, and an impetuous rafh- 


e fs f 


In this campaign, he won the efleem and friendfhip 


of the whole army. Scipio fent him back to his uncle with 


letter 


recommendation, and the mofl advantageous tefti 


monials of his conduct, after havi 


w 4 




him very prudent 


advice with regard 


it 


For, knowing mankind fo well 


all probability, had difcovered certain fparks of ambition' 


'.O 


■ 4 


iS 


Terrebat eum natura mortalium 


animi cupidinem 


w . 


etiaffl 


mediocres viros fpe praedae 


Salluft. 


* r 


1 * 


.1 


f Ac fane, quod difficillimum 




et bonW 




•A 


'IX 


Quorum alterum ex providentia timorem, alterum ex audacia tementi; 


lerumq 
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prince, which he feared would one day break 


flame. 


Micipfa, pleafed with the great character that was fent him 
of his nephew, changed his behaviour towards him, and re- 
folved, if poffible, to win his affe&ion by kindnefs. Accord¬ 
ingly he adopted him ; and by his will, made him joint-heir 
with his two fons. Finding afterwards his end approaching, 
he fent for all three, and bid them draw near his bed, where, 
in prefence of his whole court, he put Jugurtha in mind how 

ood he had been to him; conjuring him, in the name of the 

* 

gods, to defend and protect' on all occafions his children; who, 
being before 


• r 


ore related to him by the ties of blood, were now be¬ 
come his brethren, by his (Micipfa’s) bounty. He told him, 
that * neither arms nor treafure conftitute the flrength of a 
kingdom, but friends, who are not won by arms nor gold, but 
by real fervices and inviolable fidelity. Now, where, fays, he, 
can we find better friends than our brothers ? And how can 
that man, who becomes an enemy to his relations, repofe any 


confidence in 




t 


depend on ftrangers ? He exhorted his fons 


no 


to pay the higheft reverence to Jugurtha; and to difpute 
otherwife with him, than by their endeavour to equal, and, if 
poffible, furpafs his exalted merit. He concluded with intreat-. 


ing them to obferve for 


an inviolable 


achment with 


* 

regard to the Romans; and to confider them as their bene 

factor, their patron and mailer. A few days after this. Mi 
cipfa expired w . 


But Jugurtha foon threw off the mafk, and began by rid¬ 
ding himfelf of Hiempfal, vjio had exprefied himfelf to him 
with great freedom, and therefore he got him murdered x . 
This bloody aftion proved but too evidently to Adherbal what 
be himfelf might naturally fear. Numidia is now divided, and 

srally with the two brothers. Mighty armies are raif- 


fiides fev 


A. M 


A. Rom 


A. M 


A. 


* Non exercitus, neque thefauri, praefidia regni funt, verum amici : Quos ne- 


au,ro 


tem amicior quam frater fratri ? 

fueris i 


quem 


Quis au- 
tuis hoftis 
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ed by each party 


•i 


Adherbal, after lofing the great eft part of 


s 


y * 


his fortreffes, is vanquifhed in battle, and forced to make Rome* 


3 




his afylum 


However, this gave Jugurtha 


very great 




eafmefs, as he knew that money was all-powerful in that city 




4 




He therefore fent dep 


thither, with orders for them td 


bribe the chief fenators 


In the firft audienc 


C. r 


which the| 


4 V 


f 

were introduced, Adherbal reprefents the unhappy condition 


which he was reduced, the injuftice and barbarity of Jugur 






tha', the murder of his brother, the lofs of almoft all his for 




treffes 


but the 


cumffcance on 




hich he laid the greateft 




ftrefs was, the commands of his dying father 


viz. to put his 


hole confidence in the Romans 


declaring, that the friend 


fliip of this people would be a ftronger fupport both to him- 


lelf and his kingdom, than all the troops and treafures in the 


univ 


rfe 


His fpeech was of a great length, and extremely 


pathetic 


Jugurtha’s deputies made only the following an 


, j 


fvcer: That Hiempfal had been killed by the Numidians, be> 


V 


caufe of his great cruelty ; that Adherbal was the 


aggreflor,' 


and yet, after having been vanquifhed, was come to make com- 




plaints, becaufe he had not committed all the excefies he de- 


lired to a£t; that their.fovereign int 


/. 


rea 


ted the fenate to form' 


a judgment of his behaviour and conduct in Africa, from what 
fie had fliown at Numantiaj and to lay a greater ftrefs on his" 
actions, than on the accufations of his enemies. But thefe; 
ambafiadors had fecretly employed an eloquence, much more 

4 

prevalent than that of words, which had not proved ineffec¬ 
tual. The whole afiembly was for Jugurtha, a few fenators ex¬ 
cepted, who were not fo void of honour as to be corrupted by 

t 

_ s 

money. The fenate came to this refolution, that commifiion- 

V * 

I .1 

ers ihould be fent from Rome, to divide the provinces equally 
upon the fpot between the two brothers. The reader will f 

u 

* 

naturally fuppofe, that Jugurtha was not {paring of his trear 

r 

furc on this occafion : The divifion was made to his advantage* 
and yet a fpecious appearance of equity was preferved. | 

^ J 

~«r 

This firft fuccefs of Jugurtha augmented his courage an<| 

V* 

• * 

boldnefs. Accordingly he attacked his brother by open force; 

► “ w 

and whilft the latter lofes his time in fending deputations t# 



Part IL 


HISTORY OF THE CARTH ACINI AN$. 


6t 


the Romans, he ftorms feveral fortrefles, carries on his con¬ 
quers, and, after defeating Adherbal, befteges him in Cirtha, 
the capital of his kingdom. During this interval, ambafladors 

m Rome, with orders, in the name of the fenate 


arrived fro 


9 


and people, to the two kings, to lay down their arms, and ceafe 
all hoftilities. Jugurtha, after protefting that he would ob6y 

with the moft profound reverence and fubmiflion, the tom- 

% 

mands of the Roman people, added, that he did not believe it 

was their intention, to hinder him from defending * his own 
life, againft the treacherous fnares which his brother had laid 
for it. He concluded with faying, that he would fend ambaf- 
fadors forthwith to Rome, to inform the fenate of his conduct. 

A 

By this random anfwer, he eluded their. orders, and would not 
even permit the deputies to wait upon'Adherbal. 

Though the latter was fo clofely blocked up in his capital 
he yet found means to fend to Rome, to implore the affiftance 
of the Romans again# his brother, who liacl befieged him five 

to take away his life. Some fenators 


&- 




months, and intended 


were of opinion, that war ought to be proclaimed immedi¬ 
ately again# Jugurtha; but ft ill his credit prevailed, and. the 


pofed of fe- 
ivas -dSmilius 


Romans only ordered an embafty to be fent, co 
nators of the liigheft diftindlion, among whom 

Scaurus, afaftious man, who had a great afcendant over the 
bility, and concealed the blacke# 
pearance of virtue. 


under the fpecibus ap- 
Jugurtha was terrified at fir#; but he again 


found an opportunity to elude their demands, and according! 
fent them back without coming to any conclusion. Upon this, 
Adherbal, who had loft all hopes, furrendered, upon condition 


of having his life fpared 


thelefs he was immediately 


murdered with a great number of Numidians. 

But though the greateft part of the peoDle at Rome 


were 


He chofe two of the nimbi eft of thofe who had followed him into Cirtha ; 

and thefe, induced' by the great rewards he promifed them, and pitying his un- 

appy circumftances, undertook to pafs through the enemy’s camp, in the night, 

to the neighbouring fhore, and from thence to Rome. « Ex iis qui una Cirtam 

profugerant, duos maxime impigros delegit: eos, multa poliicendo, ac mife- 

(£ ran< ^°j ca fum fuum confirmat, ut.i per hoftium munitione3 nodlu ad proximum 
mare, dein Romani pergcrent.” Salluft; 


i 
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flruck with horror at this news, Jugurtha’s money again obtaiiif 
ed him defenders in the fenate. However, C. Memmius, 


1 

't 



tribune of the people, an adlive man, and who hated the nti| 




bility, prevailed with the former, not to fufFer fo horrid a crim$ 

• • 

to go unpunilhed; and accordingly war being proclaimed ^ 

/ ' 

_ _ > |S 

gainft Jugurtha, Calpurnius Beftia the Conful was appointed tp 




He was endued with excellent qualities. 



carry it on y . 

• >• 

they were all depraved and rendered ufelefs by his avarictf 

Scaurus fet out with him. They at fir ft took feveral towns; 

. . 

but Jugurtha’s bribes checked the progrefs of thefe conqueftl} 


A 


and Scaurus f himfelf, who, till now, had exprefted the ftrong. 


* ■ 


eft animofity againft this prince, could not rehft fo powerfj| 

r 

an attack. A treaty was therefore concluded; Jugurtha feign;, 
ed to fubmit.to the Romans, and thirty elephants, fome horfe§, 
with a very inconfiderable fum of money, were delivered to 
the quaeftor. I 


But now the indignation of the people in general at Ronu 

♦ 

difplayed itfelf in the ftrongeft manner. Memmius the tribune 

• l • 

\ * 

fired them by his fpeeches. He caufed Cafiius, who was prao 

# 

tor, to be appointed to attend Jugurtha; and to engage 



to come to Rome, under the guarantee of the Romans, in or 
der that an inquiry might be made in his prefence, who thole 

K 1 

4* . | 

perfons were that had taken bribes. Accordingly, Jugurtha was 
forced to -come to Rome. The light of him raifed the anger of 

the people ftill higher; but a tribune having been bribed, lie 

« 

prolonged the fefiion, and at laft diftblved it. A Numidiai 
prince, grandfon of Mafinifta, called Maftiva, being at tk|t 
time in the city, was advifed to folicit for Jugurtha’s kingdom 
which coming to the ears of the latter, he got him affaflinatd 

in the midft of Rome. However, the murderer was feizedj 

* 

and delivered up to the civil magiftrate, and Jurgurtha was 

. ^ 

commanded, to depart Italy. Upon leaving the city, he caji 
back his eyes feveral times towards it and faid, u Rome wan 




y A. M. 3894. A. Rom. 683. Ant. J. C. no. 

* Multae bomeque artes animi et corporis erant, quas omnes avaritia praej 




diebat. 


f Magnitudine pecuniae a bono honeftoque in pravum abftradtus eft. 


t 


▼ 


• * 









v/: 


* • * 


- w 


* 
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onlv a purchafer 




and 


> 


were 


to be found, it were ine 


« viiably ruined*”. 


And now the war broke out anew. At firfi: the indolence 


perhaps connivance, of Albinus the conful, made it go 


9 


ry ilowly; but afterwards, when he returned to Rome to holif 


the public afiemblies f, the Roman army, by the unfkilfulnels 


of his brother Aulus, having marched into a defile from whence 


there was no getting 




furrendered ignominioufly to the 


enemy, who forced the Romans to fubmit to the ceremony of 


palling under the yoke, and made them engage to leave Nu 


midia in ten days. 


The reader will naturally fuppofe, that fo fhameful a peace. 


concluded without the authority of the people, was confidered 


fe\ 


mo ft odious light at Rome. They could not flatter them 


with the hopes of being fuccefsful in this war, till th 


& 


condudt of 


was given to L. Metellus the conful. t To all 


• 9 
the refl: of the virtues which confHtute the great captain, he 


added a perfe&: difregard of wealth; a quality moft efientially 


quifite againft fuch an enemy as Jugurtha, who hitherto had 


always been victorious, rather by money than his fword 


But 


the African monarch found Metellus as inacc^efiible in this 


all other refpedts. He therefore was forced to venture his 


life, and exert his utmoft bravery, through the defeat of 


pedient which now began to fail him. Accordingly, he 


lignalized himfelf 


furpriling manner : and fhowed in th 


campaign, all that could be expected from th 


and attention of an illuftr 


courage 


J 


U 


add 





neral. 


whom defpair 


gour, and fuggefts new lights: He was, however. 


unfuccefsful, becaufe oppofed by a conful, who did not fufre 


the moll inconfiderable error to efcape 1 


nor ever let flip 


opportunity of taking advantage of the enemy 


Jugurtha’s greatefl: concern was, how to fecure himfelf from 


lixiffe. 


Roma 


T For electing magifl rates. 


vcnalem et mature perituram, li emptorem 


poQren 


Sal. 


adverfum 


cum propter arte* bonas, turn 


O 



4 . 
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traitors. 


From the time he had been told, that Bomilcar^ 









1 * 




whom he repofed the utmoft confidence, had a defign uponl|j 


life, he enjoyed no peace- He did not believe himfelf fafe 


%\ 
m 

••Vs 



AT-’ 


where; but all things, by day as well as night, the citizen | 


T i 


't t 


well as foreigner, were fufpe&ed by him; and the blackefi: te| 




-W 


rors fat for ever brooding over his mind. He never got a win{ 


XV 


M 


of fleep, except by Health; and often changed his bed, in 1 ® 


manner unbecoming his rank. 


Starting fometimes from 





flumbersj he would fnatch his fword, and break into loud cries 




. / 

fo firongly was he haunted by fear, and fo ftrangely did he a$ 


the madman- 




■4 


Marius was Metellus’ lieutenant. His boundlefs 



induced him to endeavour to lefien his general’s character 


cretly in the minds of his foldiers; and becoming foon his pro- 


fefied enemy and ilanderer, he at laft, by the moft grovelling 


and perfidious arts, prevailed fo far, as to fupplant Metellusj 


and get himfelf nominated in his room, to carry on the wai 


againfi: Jugurtha.* With what firength of mind foever Metel- 


lus might be endued on other occafions, he was totally de¬ 


jected by this unforefeen blow, which even forced tears from 


his eyes, and fuch expreflions, as were altogether unworthyfo 


great a man. 


There was fomething very dark and vile in 



rius’ procedure; a circumftance that difplays ambition in its 


* K 

native and genuine colours, and fhows that it extinguiflies, ii 


thofe who abandon themfelves to it, all fenfe of honour anil 


integrity 


• Metellus avoided a man whofe fight he could no! 


bear, arrived in Rome, and was received there with univerfal 


acclamations. A triumph was decreed him, and the furname 


of Numidicus conferred upon him 


Z 


♦ / 




% * 


* 

I thought it would be proper to fufpend, till I came 


the 


Roman hiftory, an account of the events that happened in A| 


rica, under Metellus and Mar 


9 


all which are very 


♦ . 


•S’. 


2 A. M. 3898. A. Rom. 64a. 


* 


♦ 


* t 


1= 




* Quibus rebus fupra bonum atque honeftum perculfus, neque lacrymas tenetti 


neque moderari linguam, vir egregius in aliis artibus, nimis molliter aegritudine 


' 4 . 
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Rantially defcribed by Salluft 


his admirable hiftory of J 


gur* 


ha 


I therefore haften to the conclusion of this war 


ried 


Jugurtha being greatly diftreffed in his affairs, had recourfe 
Bocchus king of Mauritania, whofe daughter he had mar- 
id. This country extends from Numidia, as far as beyond 
t fhores of the Mediterranean, oppofite to Spain*. The 


Roman name was fcarce known in 


known to the Romans 


and the people as little 


Jugurtha infinuated to his father 


law, that Ihouldhe fuffer Numidia to be conquered, his king¬ 
dom 1 would doubtlefs be involved in its ruin; efpecially as the 
Romans, who were fworn enemies to monarchy, feemed to 
have vowed the deflruCtion of all the thrones in the univerfe. 
He therefore prevailed with Bocchus to enter into a league wit-h 
him; and accordingly received, on different occafions, very 
confiderable fuccours from that king. 

This confederacy, which was cemented on either fide by no 
other tie but that of intereft, had never been ftrong; and a 
laft defeat which Jugurtha met with, broke at once all the 


bands of 


Bocchus now meditated the dark defig 


livering up his fon-in-law 


the Romans 


of de 


For this purpofe 


he had defired Marius to fend him a trufty perfon 


Sylla, who 


was an officer of uncommon merit, and ferved under him a: 
quaeftor, was thought every way qualified for this negotiation 
He was not afraid to put himfelf into the hands of the Barba. 


king ; and accordingly fet 


for his court. 


Being 


ar 


rived, Bocchus, who, like the reft of his countrymen, did no 
pride himfelf in fincerity, and was for ever projecting new de 
figns, debated within himfelf, whether it would not be his in 


tereft 


deliver up Syll 


Jugurtha 


He 


long time 


fluctuating with uncertainty, and between a contrariety of fen- 
timents: And the fudden changes which difplayed themfelves 


his countenance, in his 


and his whole perfon, fhowed 


; vidently how ftrongly his mind was affeCted 


At length 


turning to his firft defign, he made his terms with Svlla, and 


Folume // 


E 


Now comprehending Fez, Morocco, &c 
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I* 


, • ;t 


delivered up Jugurtha into his hands, who was fent immed 


ately to Marius. 


.i 


y. 


U 


a 


Sylla, fays Plutarch*, adted 






on this occafion, like a you| 


man, fired with a ftrong thirft of glory, the fweets of which \ 


has juft begun to tafte. Inftead of afcribing to the genera 


% 

under whom he fought, all the honour of this event, as his dut 


required, and which ought to be an inviolable maxim, he ri 


ferved the greateft part of it to himfelf, and had a ring made 


► i 


which he always wore, wherein he was reprefented receivia 


Jugurtha from the hands of Bocchus ^ and this ring he ufij 


after as his fignet. But Marius was fo highly exafperatei 


this kind of infult, that he could never forgive him 


a cir 


cumftance that gave rife to the implacable hatred between thefi 


two Romans, which afterwards broke out with fo much fury 


and coft the republic fo much blood. 


b Marius entered Rome in triumph, exhibiting fuch a fp 


CO 


tacle to the Romans, as they could fcarce believe they faijj 


when it pafled before their eyes; I mean, Jugurtha in chains 


that fo formidable an enemy, during whofe life they could m 


flatter themfelves with the hopes of being able to put an 


em 


to this war 5 fo well was his courage fuftained by ftratagem 


an 


artifice, and his genius fo fruitful in finding new expedien 


even when his affairs were moft defperate. We are told, tl 


Jugurtha run diftradted, as he was walking in the triumph 


that after the ceremony was ended, he was thrown into 


pri 


fon j and that the lidtors were fo eager to feize his robe, thal 


they rent it in feveral pieces, and tore away the tips of his 


to get the rich jewels with which they were adorned 


In 


I 


condition he was caft, quite naked, and in the utmoft 


f 

deep dungeon, where he fpent fix days in ftrugglin; 


with hunger and the fear of death, retaining a ftrong de 


■i 


of life to his-laft gafp-, an end, continues Plutarch, worth 


of his wicked deeds 


Jugurtha having been alway 


of opi 


a Plut. in vit. Marii. 


t> A. M. 3901. A. Rom. 645* Ant. J. C. 103. Plut. ibid 




O:ot vi<&- <piK0Ti_u.(^f i apn yiyzVfitivtgr, OVK HViyK! f4lT°ivg TO tVTVX*!y.CZ> pi 


Praecept. reip. gcrend, p, 806. 
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nion, that the greateft crimes might be committed to fatiate his 
ambition, ingratitude, perfidy, black treachery, and inhuman 

barbarity. 

Juba, king of Mauritania, reflected fo much honour cm po* 


lite literature and the fciences, that I could 


y 


without im 


) 


propiety, omit him in the hiftory of the family of JMafinifta 
to whom his father, who alfo was named Juba, was great grand 
fon, and grandfon of GulufFa. The elder Juba fignalized him- 
felf in the war between Caefar and Pompey, by his inviolable 
attachment to the party of the latter hero. He flew himfelf 
after the battle of Thapfus, in which his forces, and thofe of 


Scipio, were entirely defeated. Juba, his fon, then a child 
| delivered up to the conqueror, and was one of the moft 
fpicuous ornaments of his triumph 

that a 


y 


was 


con 


It appears from hiftory 
noble education was beftowed upon Juba in Rome, 


here he imbibed fuch 


variety of knowldge, as afterwards 


equalled him to the moft learned Grecians 


He did not leave 


city till he went to take pofteftion of his father 


s domi¬ 
nions c . Auguftus reftored them to him, when, by the death 

of Mark Antony, the provinces of the empire were abfolutely 

at his difpofal. Juba, by the lenity of his government, gained 


of all his fubjeifts; who 


of a grateful fenfe of 


that 


felicity they had enjoyed during his reign, ranked him 
number of their gods. Paufanias fpeaks of a ftatue which 

It was indeed juft 


Athenian 


e£ted in his honour 


a 


city 


y 


9 

which had been confecrated in all ages to the 


Mufes, fhould give public teftimonies of its efteem for a kin 
who made fo bright a figure 


afcribes feveral works 
ments are now 


among the learned 


Suidas 


d this prince, of which only the frag- 
He had written the hiftory of Arabia: 

; the hif- 


tlie antiquities of Aftyria, and thofe of the Romans 
tory of theatres, of painting, and painters ; of the n 


and 


Eij 


C 


A. M. 3974, A. Rom. 719. Arit, J. C. 30 
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properties of different animals, and of grammar, &c 


logue of all which 


given in Abbe Sevin’s fhort diflertatiS 


on the life and works of the younger Juba f, whence I 
extracted thefe few particulars. 


.v; 


m + 


f Vol. IV. Of the Memoirs of the Academy of the Belles r Lettres, p. 457 
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THE 


H I S TORY 


OF THE 



PLAN. 

This book will contain the hiftory of the Aflyrian empire, both of Nineveh and 
Babylon, the kingdom of the Medes, and the kingdom of the Lydians. 



THE FIRST EMPIRE OF THE ASSYRIANS. 



SECTION I. 


Duration of that Empire 

T 

ful in the world. As to the length of its duration, two parti¬ 
cular opinions have chiefly prevailed. Some authors, as Ctefias, 
whofe opinion is followed by Juftin, give it a duration of thir- 

teen hundred years: Others reduce it to five hundred and 

* 

twenty, of which number is Herodotus. The diminution, or 
rather the interruption of power, which happened in this vafl: 
empire, might pofliblygive occafion to this difference of opinion, 
and may perhaps ferve in fome meafure to reconcile it. 

The hiftory of thofe early times is fo obfcure, the monu¬ 
ments which convey it down to us fo contrary to each other, 
and the fyftems of the # moderns upon that matter fo different, 

that it is difficult to lay down any opinion about it, as certain 

( 

E m • • 

iij 


l Aflyrian empire was undoubtedly one of the moff power 


* They that are curious to fee more of this matter may read the diflertationsof 
Abbot Banier, and Mr. Freret, upon the Aflyrian empire, in the memoirs of the 
Academy of Belles Lettres; for the firft, feeTom. III. and for the other, Tom.V. 

as alfo what Father Tournemine has written upon this fubjeit in his edition of 
Menochius. 


* 
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and inconteftable. But where certainty is not to be had, I 


pofe a reafonable perfon will be fatisfied with probability 


my opinion, a man can hardly be deceived, if he makes 



Aflyrian empire equal in antiquity with the city of Babyl 


pital 


Now we learn from the holy fcript 




«* 

i 




that this 


was built by Nimrod, who 


nly was a great 



and in all appearance the firft and inoft ancient that evefe|a* 


fpired after that denomination 




r « 


U : r~ 


.4 


The Babylon 


j 


Callifthenes, a philofopher in Ato 


W'r 


ander’s retinue, wrote to Ariftotle, reckoned themfelves tp[jfie 




leaft of one thoufand nine hundred and three years 



.. i 


1 1 m 


Ing, when that prince entered triumphant into Babylon; whk| 


makes their origin reach back to the year of the world iyf iji 


‘Yt d'v 


that is to lay, Qne thoufand one hundred and five years a 



V # * % W* 


the deluge* This computation comes within a few years 





the time we fuppofe Nimrod to have founded that city 



this teftimony of Callifthenes, as it does not agree with|| 


other accounts of that matter 


3 


elleemed authentic byi|$ 


learned *, but the conformity we find between that and the 


fcript 


3 


Ihould make us regard 


Upon thele grounds I think we may allow Nimrod to 



been the founder of the firft Afiyrian empii 


3 


which fubfifted 


with more or lefs extent and glory upwards of # * one 



s»* 


H* 


k ^ T 

four hundred and fifty years, from the time of Nimrod to tl 


ef Sardanapalus, the lafi: king, that is to fay, from the year 


the world i8oo‘*to the year 3257 


•A. 



Nimrod. He is the fame with Belusf, who was afterwa| 






worshipped as a god under that appellat 




He was the fon of Chus, grandfon of Cham 


3 


grandfon of Noah 


He was 


3 


fay 


the fcript 


mi 



« hunter before the Lord 


53 


In applying himfelf to thisf 


Porphyr. apud Simplic. in lib. ii.de coelo 


e 


M 


J 


9 


j a 


Here I depart from the opinion of bifhop Ufher, my 




empire 


dotus, 


twenty years i but the time 


Nimrod lived and Sardanapalus died I take from, him 




v. 




* 


f Belus or Baal fignifies Lord 









































































































































































































































































































HISTORY OF THE ASSYRIANS.' 




borious and dangerous exercife he had two things In view; 
the firft was, to gain the people’s affe&ion, by delivering them 
from the fury and dread of wild beafts j the next was, to train 
up numbers of young people by this exercife of hunting to en¬ 
dure labour and hardfhip, to form them to the ufe of arms, to 
inure them to a kind of difcipline and obedience, that at a pro¬ 
per time after they had been accuftomed to his orders, and fea- 

ioned in arms, he might make ufe of them for other piirpofes 
more ferious than hunting. 


In ancient hiftory we find foxne footfteps remaining of this 
artifice of Nimrod, whom the writers have confounded with 
Ninus, his fon s : For Diodorus has thefe words: “Ninus, the 
“ moft ancient of the Afiyrian kings mentioned in hiftory, 
u performed great addons. Being naturally of a warlike dif- 
“ pofition, and ambitious of glory that refults from valour, he 

" armed a confi derable number of young men, that were brave 
“ and vigorous, like himfelf; trained them up a long time in 

“ laborious exercifes and hardfhips, and by that means ac- 
“ cufiomed them to bear the fatigues of war patiently, and 
to face dangers with courage and intrepidity.” 

What the fame author adds, that Ninus entered into an 
alliance with the king of the Arabs, and joined forces with 
him, is a piece of antient tradition, which informs us, that the 

fons of Chus, and by confequence the brothers of Nimrod, all 
fettled themfelves in Arabia, along the Perfian gulf, from Da¬ 
vila to the Ocean, and lived near enough their brother to lend 
him fuccours, or to receive them from him. And what the 
fame luftorian further fays of Ninus, that he was the firfk king 
of the Aflyrians, agrees exadlly with what thp fcripture fays 
of Nimrod, «that he began to be mighty upon the earth 
that is, he procured himfelf fettlemcnts, built cities, fubdued 
his neighbours, united different people.under one and the fame 

authority, by the band of the fame polity and the fame laws, 
and formed them into one ftate; which for thofe early times 

WaS of a c °nfideraWe extent, though bounded by the rivers 



S Lib. ii, p. 90. 


b Ibid. 
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.1 


Euphrates and Tigris; and which in fucceding ages made new 


quifitions by deg 


and at length extended 


conquefts 




* 


very far 




The 


pital city of his kingdom 


yy 


fay 


the fcript 






4% 


(C 


was Babyl 


yy 


Moft of the profane hiftorians afcribe the 


ii 


m: 


founding of Babylon to * Semiramis, the reft to Belus 


It 


' > 


is. 


■ i 


r 

vifible, that both the one and the other 


miftaken, if they 


V*: 


► ' 


fpeak of the firft founding of that city; for it owes its beg 




ning neither 


S emir amis 


Nimrod, but to the foolifh 


vanity of thofe perfons mentioned in fcript 


who defired 


build a tower and a city, that fhould render their memory 


Immortal. 


Jofephus relates, upon the teflimony of a Sibyl, which 


muft have been very ancient, and whofe fictions cannot be im- 


puted to the iftdifcreet zeal of any Chriftians, that the gods 


threw down the tower by an impetuous wind, or a violent 


hurricane 


Had this been the cafe, Nimrod’s temerity muft 


have been hill the greater, to rebuild a city and a tower, which 


God himfelf had overthrown with fuch marks of his difple 


fure. 


But the fcripture fays no fuch thing; and it is very 


propable, the building remained in the condition it was, when 


God put an end 


the work by the confufioji of languages 


and that the tower confecrated to Belus, which is defcribed.by 


Herodotus m , was this very tower, which the fons of men pre-- 


tended to raife to the clouds. 


A 


* 


It is further probable, that this ridiculous defign being de¬ 


feated by fuch an aflonfbing prodigy as none could be the 


an 


thor of but God himfelf, everybody abandoned the place, which 


had given him offence 


and that Nimrod was the firft who 


I 

* 




compaffed it afterwards with walls, fettled therein his frien(| 


and confederates, and fubdued thofe that lived round 


■TO 




■ 

rt 




beginning his empire 


- f?r 

’Vk* 


that place, but not confining ifcfe 


• - v% 


fo narrow a 


pafi 


<c 


Fuit principium regni ejus Babylon 




IV. 


n:. 

eSi¬ 
nt 


4" 
1 “ I 




I Gen. x. io. 


k Ibid. xi. 4* 


Hill. Tud 


Vi 


r 


m .Lib. i. c. 181 . 


V 


ft 


«... 


a 


Semiramis earn condiderat, vel, ut plerique tradidere, Beltis, cujus reg» 


often ditur 


Q. Curt, lib 


<1 ’ 




r 
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The other cities which the fcripture fpeaks of in the the fame 
place, were in the land of Shinar, which was certainly the pro¬ 
vince, of which Babylon became the metroplis. 

From this country he went into that which has the name of 


AIT) 


y 


and there built Nineveh 


“ eft Aftur, et aedificavit Nineven.” 
many learned men underhand the word Aftur 


<c n De terra ilia egrefliis 
This is the fenfe in which 


> looking upon 
the name of a province, and not of the firft man who pof- 


feffed 


if it were, “ egreftu 


eft 


Aftur 


Aftyriam 




And this feems to be the moft natural conftru&ion, for many 
reafons not neceflary to be recited in this place. The country 
of Aftyria in one of the prophets 0 is defcribed by the particu¬ 


lar character of being the land of Nimrod 


C* 


iC 


Aftur 


Et pafcent terram 


m 


gladio, et terram Nimrod in lanceis ejus*, et libe 




rabit ab Aftiir, cum venerit in terram noftram.” 


It derived 


its name from Aftur the fon of Shem, who without doubt had 
fettled himfelf and family there, and was probably driven out, 
or brought under fubje&ion by the ufurper Nimrod. 

This conqueror, having poftefted himfelf of the provinces 

of Aftur, p did not ravage them, like a tyrant, but filled them 
with citiei 


y 


and made himfelf as much beloved by his 


new 


fubjecfts as he was by his old 
who have not examined into 


ones ; fo that the hiftorians ' 
the bottom of this affair, hav 


5 


thought that he made ufe of the Aftyrians to conquer the Ba 


byl 


Among other cities he built one more large and 


gnificent than the reft, which he called Nineveh, from the 


of his fon Ninus, in order to immortalize his 


The fon 


memory 


his turn, out of veneration for his father, was wil 


ling that they who had ferved him 


their king fhould adore 


him as their god, and induce other nations to render him the 
fame worfliip. For it appears plainly, that Nimrod is the fa¬ 
mous Belus of the Babylonians, the firft king whom the people 
deified for his great actions, and who fhowed others the way to 
that fort of immortality, which may refult from human accom- 

plifhments. 


11 Gen. x. f i. 

^ X)iod, 1. ii. p. po. 


0 Mic. y. 6« 


P Gen. x. II, 12. 
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I intend to fpeak of the mighty ftrength and greatnefs of. 


the cities.of Babylon and Nineveh, under the kings to whom 


their building is afcribed by profane authors, becaufe the fcrip 


lure fays little or nothing on that fubjedl. This lilence of 


fcripture, fo little fatisfadlory to our curiofity, may become 


inftrudlive leffon for our piety. The holy penman has placed 


Nimrod and Abraham, as it were, in one view before us; and 


feems to have put them fo near together on purpofe, that we 


lhould fee an example in the former, of what is admired and 


coveted by men; and in the latter, of what is acceptable and 


ell-pleafing to God*. Thefe two perfons, fo unlike 


other, are the two firfl and chief citizens of two different ci¬ 


ties, built on different motives, and with different principle 


the one, felf-love, and a defire of temporal advantage 


'3 


ried 


even to the contemning of the Deity 


the other, the love of 


God, even to the contemning of one’s felf. 


Ninus. I have already obferved, that moft of the profane 


look upon him as the firfl founder of the Affyrian em-i 


pire, and for that reafon afcribe to him a great part of his fa 


ther Nimrod’s or Belus’ actions 


r 


Having a defign to enlarge his conqueffs, the firfl thing he 


did was to prepare troops and officers capable of promoting hii 


lefigns. And having received powerful liiccours from the Ara 


bians his neighbours, he took the field, and in the fpace of fe 


years conquered a vafl extent of country, from Egypt 


far as India and Badlriana, which he did not then 


to attack. 


At his return, before he entered upon any new conquefls, he 


ed the defign of immortalizing his 


by the build 


ing of a city anlwerable to the greatnefs of his power 



called it Nineveh, and built it on the eaflern banks of the 


Tigris f. Poffibly he did 


than finifh the work his 


f : 


d 


r Diod. 1 . ii. p. 90 


95 


* Fecerunt civitates duas amores duo: Terrenam fcilicet amor fui ufque si 


1 

contomptuni Dei; cceleftem vero amor Dei ufque ad contemptum fui. St. Aug 


de Civ. Dei. lib. xiv. c. 28. 


f Diodorus fays it was on the banks of the Euphrates, and fpeaks of it as if it w 


fo, in many places; but he ismiftakcn. 


I 


•"I 
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father had begun. His defign, fays Diodorus, was tp make 
Nineveh the largeft and nobleft city in the world, and not 

leave it in the power of thofe that came after him, ever to build* 

* 

or hope to build fuch another. Nor was he deceived in hisf 
view, for never did any city come up to the greatnefs and mag¬ 
nificence of this : It was one hundred and fifty ftadia, or 
eighteen miles three quarters in length, and ninety ftadia, or 
eleven miles and one quarter in breadth \ and confequently was 
an oblong fquare. Its circumference was four hundred and 
eighty ftadia, or fixty miles. For this reafon we find it faid 
in the prophet Jonah, “ s That Nineveh was an exceeding great 
“ city, of three days journeywhich is to be un4erftood of 
the whole circuit, or compafs of the city *. The walls of it 
were an hundred feet high, and of fo confiderable a thicknefs, 
that three chariots might go a-breaft upon them with eafe. 
They were fortified and adorned with fifteen hundred towers 

m 

two hundred feet high. 

After he had finifhed this prodigious work, he refumed his 

expedition againft the Bactrians. His army, according to the 

• # 

relation of Ctefias, confifted of feventeen hundred thoufand 
foot, two hundred thoufand horfe, and about fixteen thoufand 
chariots, armed with fcythes. Diodorus adds, that this ought 
not to appear incredible, fince, not to mention the innumer¬ 
able armies of Darius and Xerxes, the fingle city of Syracufe, 
in the time of Dionyfius the tyrant, furnifhed one hundred 
and twenty thoufand foot, and twelve thoufand horfe, befides 
four hundred veflels well equipped and provided. And a little 
before Hannibal’s time, Italy, including the citizens and al¬ 
lies, was able to fend into the field near a million of men. 
Ninus made himfelf mailer of a great number of cities, and 
at laft laid fiege to Ba<ftria, the capital of the country. Here 
he would probably have feen all his attempts mifcarry, had it 


s Jon. iii- 3. 


with fome exaggeration; therefore fome learned men 


Nineveh 
the fta- 


isftead of eight; 


fifteen, of them to the Roman 


« 



. } 



i 
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*• * 


_ 


a*' 


been for the diligen 


.• * 

and affiftance of Semiramis, wife 


‘nT. 


-< 


'S. 


^♦4 


of his chief officers, a woman of an uncommon 








& 




* 






age, and particularly exempted from the weaknefs of her fex 


X- 




■ >m" 
** ■" » 






She was born at Afcalon, a city of Syr 


I think it needlefs 




»:v 


; > > 




to recite the 


Diodorus gives of her birth, and of the 


w 
*, 






miraculous manner of her being nurfed and brougl 


up by 




If* 


•k 


l. 


J 




pigeons, fince that hiftorian himfelf looks upon 


only 




fabulous ftory 


It was Semiramis that directed Ninus how to 




attack the citadel, and by her means he took 


and then be 



s r 




1 m 4 


came matter of the city 


which he found an immenfe 




fure 


The hufband of this lady having killed himfelf, to 


* * 




prevent the effects of the king’s threats and indignation, who 


had conceived a violent paffion for his wife 


Ninus married 


Semiramis 


After his return to Nineveh, he had a fon by her, whom he 


called Ninyas. Not long after this he died, and left the queeo 


the government of the kingdom 


She 


honour of his me 


7 t 


mory, erected him a magnificent monument, which remained.! 


long time after the ruin of Nineveh 




I find no appearance of truth in what fome authors relate 


concerning 


the manner of Semiramis 5 coming to the throne 




According to them* Having fecured tlie cliief men of tlie ftatc 




and attached them to her intereft by her benefactions and 


pfomifes, Ihe folicited the king with great importunity to put 


the lovereign power into her hands for the lpace of live days 


» 


He vielded 


her intreaties, and all the provinces of the 


pire were commanded to obey Semiramis 


Thefe orders 


executed but too exactly for the unfortunate Ninus, who 


was put 


death, either immediately 


j 


after fome years 


prifonment 






Semiramis. u This princefs applied all her though 




mortalize her name, and to cover the meannefs of her 


by the greatnefs of her deeds and 


prifes. She pro* 


pofed to herfelf to furpafs all her predecefFors in magnilicenc| 


% 


.-J 

-»• 

< *•* 


• > 


V*. 


■r* 


V 


t Plut. in Mor. p. 753, 


u Diod. 1 . ii. p* 93. 
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and to that end fhe undertook the # building of the mighty 
Babylon, in which work fhe employed two millions of men, 
which were collected out of all the provinces of her vafl em¬ 
pire. Some of her fucceflors endeavoured to adorn that city 
with new works and embellifhments. I fhall here fpeak of 


orks and embellifhments 


them all together, in order to give the reader a more clear and 
diftin£t idea of that flupendous city. 

The principal works, which rendered Babvlon fo famous, 

. 

are the walls of the city; the keys and the bridge; the lake., 
banks, and canals made for the draining of the river ; the 
palaces, hanging gardens, and the temple of Belus; works of 
fuch a furprifing magnificence, as is fcarce to be comprehend¬ 
ed. Dr. Prideaux having treated this matter with great ex- 

\ 

tent and learning, I have only to copy, or .rather abridge him. 


I. The Walls . 


Babylon flood 


a large flat 


P 1 


deep foil 


The walls were every way prodig 


thicknefs 


ghty-feven feet, in heigl 


n, in a very fat and 
igious. They were 
three hundred and 


fifty, and in compafs four hundred and eighty furlongs, which 
make fixty of our miles. Thefe walls were drawn round the 
city in the form of an exadl fquare, each fide of which was 
one hundred and twenty furlongsf, or fifteen miles, in length, 
and all built of large bricks cemented together with bitumen, 
a glutinous flime arifing out of the earth in that country, which 


binds 


building much flrong 


and firmer than lime, and 


foon grows much harder than the bricks 
which it cements together. 


flones themfeh 


Thefe walls were furrounded on the outfide with a vafl 


' v Her. 1 . i. c. 178,180. Diod. 1. ii. p. 95, 96. (^Curt. !. v. c. 1. 

We are not to wonder, if we find the founding 1 of a city afcribed to dif¬ 
ferent perfons. It is common, even ^mong the profane writers to fay, Such a 
prince built fuch a city, whether he was the perfon that firfl founded it, or that 
only embellifhed, or enlarged it. 

f I relate things as I find them in the ancient authors, which Dean Prideaux has 
alfo done; but I cannot help believing that great abatements are to be made in 

"bat they fay as to the immenfe extent of Babylon and Nineveh. 
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i. 


4 

ditch, full of water, and lined with bricks on both fides. The 




« 






earth that was dug out of it, made the bricks wherewith the 


* 4 




■ * 




t 




U 


walls were built; and therefore from the vaft height and 




.'•e 






V 




breadth of the walls may be inferred the greatnefs of the 


ditch. 


In every fide of this great 



were 


y-five- gates 


* 

y 


that is, an hundred in all, which were all made of folid brafs; 


f 9 


and hence it is, that when God promifed to Cyrus the 



queft of Babylon, he tells him, “ x That he would break if 




1 > 


CC 


pieces before him. the gates of brafs.” Between every two 


► « 


of thefe gates were three towers, and four more at the four 


corners of this great fquare, and three between each of thefe 


corners and the next gate on either fide; every one of thefe 


towers was ten feet higher than the walls. But this is to be 


underftood only of thofe parts of the wall, where there 


was 


need of towers. 


From the twenty-five gates in each fide of this great fquare 


went twentv-five ftreets, in ftraight lines to the gates, which 


were directly over-againft them, in the oppofite fide; fo that 


the whole number of the ftreets were fifty, each fifteen miles 


long, whereof twenty-five went one way, and twenty-five the 


other, directly crofting each other at right angels. And be- 


fides thefe, there were alfo four half ftreets, which had houfes 


only on one fide and the wall on the other ; thefe went round 


the four fides of the city next the walls, and were each of the 





two hundred feet broad; the reft were about 


hundred and 


fifty 


By thefe ftreets thus crofiing each other, the whole 


city was cut out into fix hundred and feventy-fix fq 


of which was four furlongs and an half on every fide, that is. 


two miles and a quarter in circumference. 


y Round thefe 




fquares, on every fide towards the ftreets, flood the houfes 


» 


which were not contiguous, but had void fpaces between them; 


all built three or four ftories high. 


and beautified with all 


manner of ornaments towards the ftreets. The fp 


with 


in, in the middle of each fq 


9 


was likewife all void ground 


) 


x Ifai, x'lv. 22 


y Quint. Curt. 1 . v. c, 1. 
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employed for yards, gardens, and other fuch ufes; fo that Ba¬ 
bylon was greater in appearance than reality, near one half of 

the city being taken up in gardens and other cultivated lands, 
as we are told by Q. Curtius. 


II. The Ke rs and Bridge. 

2 A BRANCH of the river Euphrates ran quite acrofs the city 
from the north to the fouth fide ; on each fide of the rivea 
was a key, and an high wall built of brick and bitumen, 

i 

of the fame thicknefs as the walls that went round the city 


In thefe walls 


9 


gainft every ftreet that led to the 


were gates of brafs, and from them defeents by fleps to the 

river, for the conveniency of the inhabitants, who ufed to pafs 

over from one fide to the other in boats, having no other way 

of eroding the river before the building of the bridge. Thefe 

brazen gates were always open in v the day-time, and fliut in 
the night. 

The bridge was not inferior to any of the other buildings 


either in beauty or magnificence ; it was 




furlong in length. 


and thirty feet in breadth, built with wonderful 


9 


defeat of a foundation 


fupply 


the bottom of the river, which 


all Tandy. The arches were made of huge ftones, fallen 




efore 


ed together with chains of iron, and melted lead, 
they began to build the bridge, they turned the courfe of the 
river, and laid its channel dry, having another view in fb do- 
ing, befides that of laying the foundations more commodioufly, 
as I fhall explain hereafter. And as every thing was prepared 

beforehand, both the bridge and the keys, which I have al- 

* 

ready deferibed, were built in that interval. 



Diodorus fays, this bridge was five furlongs in length, which can hard- 

; be true > Ikce the Euphrates was but one furlong broad. Strab. 1 . xvi- p. 
7 5 



So 
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III. The Lake , Ditches, and Canals, made for the dr 


'6 
, to 

. V- 






zVzg the River 


'?A- 
. /.»£ 


\ 


/ * 
lira- 

•4 

‘i 


These works, objects of admiration for the fkilful inallag 


1 1 




were ftill more ufeful than magnificent 


a 


In the beg 


of the fummer, on the fun’s melting the fnow upon the mo 




of Armenia, there arifes a vaft increafe of waters, win 


running into the Euph 


in the months of T 





B 


and Auguft, makes it overflow its banks, and occafions. ft 




another inundation as the Nile does in Egypt 


b 


To 


•t 




prev 




the damage which both the city and country received fr 


V*»! 


V' 


' -V 


thefe inundations, at a very confiderable diftance above 


rt 


IT i 




town, two artificial canals were cut, which turned the 


’.Vi 


313: 




Zj. 


■••V," 


V.t 


of thefe waters into the Tigris, before they reached Baby]| 


And to fecure the country yet more from the danger of 


* 


1 • 


*0 


undations, and to keep the river within its channel, they 




ed prodig 


artificial banks 


» * 

both fides the river, built 


brick cemented with bitumen, which begun at the head 


■4 


\ ♦ 


the artificial canals, and extended below the city 


▼ 

C, 








To facilitate the making of thefe works, it was neceffii 


y 


the courfe of the 


another way j for. which 



1 f 


pofe, to the weft of Babylon, was dug a prodig 



Sl-V-’ 


lake 


# 


forty miles fq 


hundred and fixty in comp 


¥ 


r 


and thirty-five feet deep according to Herodotus, and feveri 


< 

«i 


five according to Megailhenes 


Into this lake was the 


J- 



turned, by an artificial canal cut from the weft fide 


& 


M’‘J 




till the whole work was finifhed, when it was made to fi 






former channel 






that the Euphrates in the time 


9 


creafe might not overflow the city, through the gates; 


* l 4 




its fides, this lake, with the canal from the river, was 




preferved. The water received 


'fits- 


■V. 


the lake at the tixne| 




A. 




thefe overflowings was kept there all the year, as in a co 






N* 


■{$ 

m 


V>' 


a Strab. I. xvi. p. 74c. Plin. 1. v. c. z6. 




Evang. lib. ix. 


b Abyd. ap. Euf. P| 
c Abvd. ib. Her. l.i. c. 18s. v 


9 


* The author follows Herodotus, who makes it four hundred and twentyj 


longs, or fifty two miles fquare, but I chufe to follow Dean Prideaux, who in. 


* * 


ureters the account of Megafthcnes. 


u;-. 
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fnon refer voir, for the benefit of the feouutry, to be let out by 
fioices at all convenient times for the watering of the lands 


4 


below it. The lake therefore was equally nfeftfl ;in defending 
the country from inundations., and making it fertile; I relate 
the wonders of Babylon, as they are delivered down to us by 
the ancients; but there are dome of -them which are fcarce to 


lithe ancients; but there are dome of -them which are fcarce to 
he comprehended of believed., 0f which number -is the Jake 


1 have described, I 




with refpedi tb its vaft e&tenta 


* a 


Berofus, Megafthenes, and Abydenus, quoted by Jofephud 

Urid Eufebius, make Nebuchadnezzar the author of mpft qf 

thefe Works \ but Herodotus zfefibes the hfidge, the two keys 

of the river, and the lake, to Nitdoris, the daughter-in-law of 

fhat monarch. ^Perhaps Nitocris might only finish what her 
father left imperfect at his death 


Which account that hifta 


W V w 

»an might give her the honour <if «hc tfihflle M«Ai»r» a feb. g 


I 

tV * V'ht Palaces and the Hanging G arjoens. 

/ • 

I • 

d At the two ends of the bridge were tWo palaces, which had 
a communication with each other by a vault, built under the 


channel of the 


at the time of its being dry 


The old 


# a l ace > which flood on the eafl dide of the fiver, was thirty fur- 
dongs or thfee miles and three quarters in compafs; near which 
ftood the temple of Belus, of Which We fhall Toon fpeak; The 
mw palace* Which flood on the weft fide of the rivef, Ononfi 4* 


fco the other 


oppofke 


compafs 


was fixty furlongs or feven miles and an half in 


It Was furrotinded with three walls, 
lather, with conflderabie fpaces between them. Thefe w; 

P a ^° diofe of the other palace. Were embelliflted with an 


le within an 
Thefe walls 


$nite variety of feulptures 


the life 


dprefenting all kinds of animals, to 


Atnongfl the reft 


was 


^hich Semiram 


hunting piece. 


'pard 


on horfeback was throwing her javelin 


snd her hufband Nimis piercing a lion 




in this laft or new palace were the Hanging Gardens, f© 


Vtflume 11 


t 


t ii. p. 96,^ 

- Diod * P* 98,99* St 


Strab. 1, svi. pi 7 $$. Qginfc, Curt 1. v. a,i 4 
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» 

celebrated among the Greeks. They contained a 


%atel 


four plethra, that is, four hundred feet, on every fide, 



carried'up aloft 


the air, in the manner 


of 




large terrafies 





above another, till the height equalled fli 


of the walls of the city 


The afcent was from terrafs 


*#> 

Iff 

r\\ a- 


¥ * rfjsr 

feet wide. The whole pile was fuftainedi 

.. . i ... _. i .. 3r 


above another 


rafs, by flairs ten 

vafl arches, raifed upon other arches 

flrengthened by a wall, furrounding it on every fide, of t\ 
ty-two feet thicknefs. On the top of the arches were firft 
larg£ flat ftones, fixteen feet long, and four broad: Over t 
was a layer of reed, mixed with a great quantity of bitum 


'‘Ui 
‘it 


•V *■ 




-T 


upon which were two rows of brinks, clofely cemented togetii 

with plaifler. The whole was covered with thick fheets 

And all 


V * i 


j 

a, 

4 

i • 


'k,4> 


i - 

n 




~ * 




lead, upon which lay the mould of the garden, 
floorage was contrived to keep the moifture of the mould fr 
running away through the arches. The mould, or earth* in 
hereon, was fo deep, that the ^reateft trees might take 
it*, and with fuch the terrafies were covered, as well as witl 
other plants and flowers, that were proper for a 
pleafure. In the upper terrafs there was an engine 
of pump, by which water was drawn up out of 
and from thence the whole garden was watered 


I: 



In 


•r.A . 

r- 









■ft 


*) 


> • • 


•a 


aces between the feveral arches, upon which this wis 

y j 

flrudhire refted, were large and magnificent apartme 
that were very light, and had the advantage of a beau 

profpedt. 

f Amytis, the wife of Nebuchadnezzar, having been 
in Media, for flie was the daughter of Aftyages, the 
of that country, had been much taken with the mouftt. 
and woody parts of that country. 


v 7 




And as Ihe defired to,S 


fomething like it in Babylon, Nebuchodonofor, to gratify 

caufed'this prodigious edifice to be eredled 

♦ 

much 'the fame account 
the perfons. 


Diodorus 


of the matter, but without 


c-fcr- 


.<>1 




- \ '4* 

■i 




t > 


V *■ 




f Rerof. ap. Jof, con. App. 1 . i. c„ 6, 
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'The Temple of Bel us. 


I 


g Another of the great wofks at Babylon was the temple 
of Belus, which flood, as I haYe mentioned already, near the 


old palace* It was mofl remarkable for 


a 


that flood in the middle of 


prodig 


towel* 




At the foundation 


% 

Herodotus, it was a fquare of 


> 


ording 


furlong on each fide, that 


half a mile in the whole compafs, and, according to Strabd 


was alfo a furlong in height 


It con filled of eight towers 


> 


built one above the other; and becaufe it decreafed gradually 
to the top, Strabo calls the whole a pyramid. ’Tis not only 
aflerted, but proved, that this tower much exceeded the great- 
eft of the pyramids of Eygpt in height. Therefore we have 


good reafon to believe 


as 


Bochartus aflerts 


that this is 


the very fame tower, which was built there at the confufion of 
languages; and the rather, becaufe it is attefted by feveral 
profane authors, that this tower was all built of bricks and 


bitumen 


The 


that 


the fcriptures tell us the tower of Babel was 

afcent to the top was by ftsjirs on the Outfide round it; 
perhaps, there was an eafy floping afcent in the fide of the 

which turning by very flow degrees in a fpiral line 


wall 


ght times round the tower from the bottom to the top, had 

appearance as if there had been eight towers placed 

In thefe different flories were many large 


the fame 


npon one another 


Over tile 


rooms, with arched roofs fupported by pillars 

whole, on the top of the tower, was an obfervatory, by the be¬ 
nefit of which the Babylonians became more expert in aftrono- 

i fhort time the great 


than all other 


■i 


and made 


progrefs in it afcribed to them in hiflory 
But the chief ufe to which this tower was defighed was the 

, • • ^ ^ ^ i as alfo that of feveral other 

f , eit ‘ eS i for which reafon ‘here was a multitude of chapels In 


the different parts of the tower 
ftatues, tables, cenfers, cups, and 


The riches of this temple 


her facred 



all of 


U - c - l!? r- Clod. 1.ii. p. 9 8 


Piial, part 


Strak I. xvi.p. 738, 
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t 


i 


I 


♦ 


mafly gold, were immenfe 




Among other images, there % 


of forty feet high, which weighed a thoufand Babyl 


::‘yH 




talents 


The Babylonifli talent 


> 


cording to Pollux dn "In 


Onomafticon, contained feven thoufand Attic drachmas 


"■vTr 






V ’ * 


d’ 




confequently was aiixth part more than the Attic talent, ,w 


je* 


it 




wt, 


but fix thoufand drachmas 


0 


According to the calculation, which Diodorus makes, of 


V 


-* tv 


riches contained 


this temple, the fum total amounts to 


I • 


thoufand three hundred Babylonifh talents of gold 




The fixth part of fix thoufand three hundred is one thoufj 


and fifty; confequently fix thoufand fhree hundred Babylq 


talents of gold are equivalent to feven thoufand three hun 


and fifty Attic talents of gold 


Now, feven thoufand three hundred and fifty Attic talent? 





filver 


worth upwards of two millions, and one hun 




thoufand pounds.Sterling 


The proportion, between gold 


filver among the ancients we reckon 


there! 


• « 


• ** 


feven thoufand three hundred and fifty Attic talents of 


amount to above one and twenty millions Sterlin 


O 


* This temple flood till the time of Xerxes; but he, on 





return from his Grecian expedition, demolifhed it entirely 


* i * 


ter having fir ft plundered it of ail its immenfe riches. 


ander, on his return to Babylon from his Indian expedi 



..v 




* * 


purpofed to have rebuilt it; and in order thereto, fet ten# 


fand men to work, to fid the place of its rubbifh; but 


they had laboured herein two months, Alexander died, and 





♦ 


put an end to the undertaking. 


V 








Such were the chief works which rendered Babylon fq 


* 4 ' #V 








• ^ V. 


mous; fome of them are afcribed by profane authorsto 


1 • M 


♦4 ‘ 


ramis, to whofe hiftory it is now time 


When fiie had fmiflied all thefe great Undertaking 



r. 






* m » 


% 


■v:* 


** * 




'» 


\ % *. 








A . % 


thought fit to make a progrefs through the feveral parts 






tV. 


> 


• 4 < 


4 • 




ft 4 I v 


empire; and, wherever fhe came, left monuments of her 


r - ♦ * ♦.. 


S - 




I *• • 




nifi^ence by many noble ftrudlures which fhe erected 


♦4 


l ♦ 
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>1 
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tjie conveniency, or ornament of her cities ; fhe applied herfelf 
particularly to have water brought by aquedudls to fuch places 
as wanted it, and to make the highways eafy, by cutting through 
mountains, and filling up valleys. In the time of Diodorus, 
there were ftijl monuments to be feen in many places-, with her 

pame infcribed upon them, 

1 The authority this queen had over her people feems very 

extraordinary, fince we find her prefence alone capable of ap¬ 
pealing a fedition. One day, as fhe was drefijng herfelf, word 

was brought her of a tumult inthe city. Whereupon fhe went 

♦ 

out immediately, with her head half drefled, and did not re 
turn till the difturbance was entirely appeafed. A ftatue was 
erefted in remembrance of this aftion, reprefenting her in that 
very attitude and the undj-efs, which had not hindered her from 

flying to her duty. 

Not fatisfied with the vafi extent of dominions left her b| 
her hufband, fhe enlarged them by the conqueft of a great part 
of Ethiopia. Whilft flie was in that country, fhe had the cu- 
riofity to vifit the temple of Jupiter Ammon, to inquire of the 
oracle how long fhe had to liye. According to Diodorus, the 
anfwer fhe received was, that fhe fhould not die till her fon 
Ninyas confpired againfi: her, and That after her death one part 
of Afia woujd pay her diyine honours. 

t 

Her greateft and Taft expedition was againft India; qn this 


fhe raifed 


innumerable army out of all the pro¬ 
vinces of her empire, and appointed Ba£lra for the rendezvous. 

As the ftrength of the Indians confifted chiefly in their great 

number of elephants, this artful queen had a multitude of 


camels accoutred in the form of elephants 


hope 


of de 


ceivmg the enemy, 5 Tis faid that Perfeus long after ufed the 
fame ftratagem againft the Romans; but neither of theip fuc- 

this flratagejn. The Indian king having notice of 


ceeded 


her approach, fent ambafladors to afk her whp fhe was, and 
with what right, having never received any injury from him, 
jhe came of wantonnefs to attack his dominions; adding, 


Fiij 


1 Val. Max. lib. ix. c. 3. 
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that her boldnefs fhould foon meet with the punifhment it de 
ferved. Tell your matter, replied the cpieen, that in a 





time I myfelf will let him know who I am. She advanced ii| 
mediately towards the m river, from which the country tak| 


name 


and haying prepared a fuflicient number of boat| 

„ . . . . , ■« mi, __. 





fhe attempted to pafs it with her army. Their paflag 
long time difputed, but after a bloody battle fhe put her 
mies to flight, Above a thoufand of their boats were 

and above an hundred thoufand of their men taken prifoners 

• ■ 

Encouraged by this fuccefs, fhe advanced directly into 


t 




fvj* 

: A 


W- 

* 



'i 

& 



* • >’»V 
"irt) 

' V* 
•r-% a 


country, leaving fixty thpufand men behind to guard the bridge 
of boats, which fhe had built over the river. This was 



* t 


what the king defired, who fled on purpofe to bring her to |j 
engagement in the heart of his country. 


As foon as he 



The 


' #■; 

f: :v . 


■\v. 


her far enough advanced, he faced about, and a fecond 
gagement enfued, more bloody than the firft, 
feit elephants could not long fuftain the fhock of the true 
Thefe routed her army, crufhing whatever came in their rf 


4 • I 

ss 

i 


Semiramis did all that could be done, to rally and encourajg 
her troops, but in vain. 



in vain. The kingj, perceiving her enga 
in the fight, advanced tpwards her, and wounded her in two 



but not mortally 


The fwiftnefs of her hprfe 




parried her beyond the reach of her enemies 



crowded to the bridg 


j 


to 


pafs the river, great 





them perifhed, through the diforder and confufion unavoida^e 
on fuch occaflons. When thofe that could fave themfel# 


were fafely 


* 


fhe dettrpyed the bridge, and by that meats 



Aopt the enemy j and the king likewife, in obedience 
oracle, had given orders to his troops not to pafs the riv| 
nor purfue Semiramis any farther, The queen, having 
an exchange of prifoners at Ba£tra, returned to hpr own 

* * at - * 

nions with fcarce one third of her army, which, accoydingf 
Cteflas, confifted qf three hundred thoufand foot, and 
thoufand horfe, befides the camels and chariots armed fprwf 






of which fhe had a very considerable number, 
ander after her, yrere the only perfons that ever 
carry the war beyond the river Indus, 


She, and A&I 

ventured 




• V" 
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Indus, 
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I muft own, I am fomewhat puzzled with a difficulty which 

« 

may be raifed againfl the extraordinary things related of Ninus 

and Semiramis, as they do not feem to agree with the times fo 

* 

near the deluge: Such vaft armies, I mean, fuch a numerous 

♦ 

cavalry, fo many chariots armed with fcythes, and fuch im- 
menfe treafures of gold and filver; all which feem to be of a 

later date. The fame thing may like wife be faid of the mag- 

% 

nificence of the buildings afcribed to them. It is probable the 
Greek hiftorians, who came fo many ages afterwards, deceived 
by the likenefs of names, through their ignorance in chrono¬ 
logy, and the refemblance of one event with another, may have 
afcribed fuch things to more ancient princes, as belonged to 
thofe of a later date; or may have attributed a number of ex- 

4 

ploits and enterprifes to one, which ought to be divided a* 
mongft a feries of them fucceeding one another* 

Semiramis, fome time after her return, difcovered that her 
fon was plotting againfl: her, and , one of her principal officers 
had offered him his affiftance. She then called to mind the 

l 

oracle of Jupiter Ammon; and believing that her end approach- 

* 1 

ed, without inflicting any punifhment on the officer, who was 

* • 

taken into cuftody, fhe voluntarily abdicated the throne, put 
the government into the hands of her ion, and withdrew from 
the fight of men, hoping fpeedily to have divine honours paid 
to her according to the promife of the oracle. And indeed 
we are told* fhe was worfhipped by the Aflyrians, under the 
form of a dove. She lived fixty-two years, of which fhe reign¬ 
ed forty-two. 

There are in the n Memoirs of the Academy of Belles Let- 


\ w 


tres two learned diffiertations upon the Aflyrian empire, and 

♦ 

particularly on the reign and aftions of Semiramis. 

What Juftin Q fays of Seunrainis, namely, that after her huf- 
band’s deceafe, not daring either to commit the government to 
her fon, who was then too young, or openly to take it upon 
herfelf, fhe governed under the name and habit of Ninyas ; 

and that, after having reigned in that manner above forty years, 

* 

*n •••• 

jiij 


n Vol. iii. p, 343, & c . 


0 Lib. i. e. a. 
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falling pafllonately in love with? her own fbn 





..>1 


£l 


tQ bring him to>a crimi 




this, 1 fav 






confute it would be 



time 


owned 




eno 


mis, give' us- but 


• • 





* * 



not know 





in his commonwealth 




nr. 


women as well as men ought to be admitted into the managed 


a 


men* 



affeirs 


i 



armies 


vernment of fHates; and by 





trained up in the feme exercifes. as men, as well for the form; 






ing of the body as the mind, Nor does* he fo much as: eti 


K 




cent 



* * 


naked 


exercifes, wherein it was enftoxnary to fight ftari 


jt 





a 








:♦* 


v 


It 



icious a 


other 



openly 




natural maxims of mqdefty and decency^ which virtues are the 


principal ornament of the fe^ 


principle 


* 



ages, and of almoft all nations in the world 


r 


w ~ 

Ariftotle, wifer in this than his mafter Plato 





the leaf! injuflice to the real merit and eilential qualities of IS 


fex, has with great judgment marked 


to which man and woman are 


qualities of body and mind, wherewith they 


the Author of nature 


> 




one 


and intrepidity of m}nd 




thei 


j 


on 



cbmpanied with a natiq*al foftnefs and modeft timidity 




render her more fit for a fedentary life 




within the precincts of the houfe, to employ herfelf in 





•U' 


VI 


P Lib. v. de Rep. p. 43 ? 


. 1 ' 


■457 


r -s- 
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^ E iruTTBg uptlhv avll ipcctlltov ufjvpii&O'/tyu 


■ f - * 
• wi r 
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? De cura rei fam, 1, i. c» 3 
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encourages, their induffcry, prelides ovar 




j regulates the quantity 

of honey appointed for that putpofe, and at feed and proper 
feafons lends abroad the? new fWarms in colonies, to eafe and 

He remarks 



man and woman 



and functions. 



\ 

This allotment, far from degrading or leading the woman. 


is really for her 



and honour, in confiding to her a 



gentlenefs, reafon, equity, and good-nature \ and in giving her 




under the 




Conditions 



Veil of modefty and fubrpifiio ru 

and in ail 

. • t 

Women, who, by a real and folid 

# 

as there 



have dSfhonclured theirs 


But thefe are only particular cafes 


ydiich form no rule, and which ought not to prevail.againft an 

flftablifhment founded in nature, 

tor himfelf. 





t jtfod, L ii. p. |98o 
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ces of his bmpire, at the expiration of which term they 


fucceeded by the like number of other troops on the fame 



dltions 




the king putting a commander at the head of the® 


whofe fidelity he could depend. He made ufe of this nil 




Hi 

S:c*H 






thod, that the officers might not have time to gain the afFec 


* ■ r.* 4 / 


tions of the foldiers, and fo form any confpiracies againft hS 


4 # 


His fucceflbrs for thirty generations followed his 


and even out-did him in indolence. Their hiftory 



M.l 




ly unknown, there remaining no footfteps of 


t 


r ‘» 






In Abraham’s time the fcripture fpeaks of Amraphael 


jJ f .,f 

v,& 
* 

'* \ 

v» : 




I 



of Sennaar, the country where Babylon was fituated, who with 


two other princes followed Chedarlaomer, king of the 


'■.-N.t 





‘ Jit . 


■fc 

mites,, whofe tributary he probably was, in the war carried 




♦ I % 


by the latter againft five kings of the land of Canaan 


• '♦ 


14 ! 


w It was under the government of thefe inactive princft 




that Sefoftris, king of Egypt, extended his conquefts To far 


...» 

• f*. * 

rX'i 


;v* 


'♦ ii, » 


V 




•» ■ 




the Eaft, But as his power was of a fliort duration, and. 




w.- 


fupported by his fucceftors, the Aftyrian empire foon returrj§ 


former ftate 


Plato, a curious obferver of antiquities, makes the 


of Troy, in the time of Priamus, dependent on the 



empire 


And Ctefias fays, that Teutamus, the twentieth 





after Ninyas, fent a confiderable body of troops to the 


**V' 


of the Trojans, under the condudl of Memnon, the fon 



* 1 • / 

thonus, at the time when the Aftyrian empire had fubfifted 


thoufand years j which agrees exadlly with the time 


- 





i/V y* 






I have placed the foundation of that empire. But the! 


■ ’7 \ • 


lence of Homer concerning fo mighty a people, and 


9 



v i.« :- t 


mu ft needs have been well known, renders this fa<ft 


’ J* 




doubt 



And it muft be owned, that whatever relates to the 




times of the ancient hiftory of the Afly 


attended wi! 




IS 


m 




great difficulties, intp which my plan does 




permit me 



v 4 >; / 


enter. 


•ft. 
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^ . 

Pul. The fcripture informs us, that Pul, king of 
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bein<* come into the land of Ifrael, had a thoufand talents of 
filver given him by Menahem, king of the ten tribes, to en¬ 
gage him to lend him affiftance, and fecure him on his throne. 

This Pul is fuppofed to be the king of Nineveh, who re¬ 
pented with all his people, at the preaching of Jonah, 

He is alfo thought to be the father of Sardanapalus, the laft 
king of the Affyrians, called, according to the cuftom of the 

I 

eaftern nations, Sardan-pul $ that is to fay, Sardan, the fon of 


Pul. • , 

% 

2 Sardanapalus. This prince furpaffed all his predeceflors 

• • 

in effeminacy, luxury, and cowardice. He never went out of 

his palace, but fpent all his time amongft a company of women 

■ 

dreffed and painted like them, and employed like them at the 
diftaff. He placed all his happinefs and glory in the poffefiion 
of immenfe treafures, in feafting and rioting, and indulging 

himfelf in all the mo ft infamous and criminal pleafures. He 

* / 

ordered two verfes to be put upon his tomb, when he died, 
which imported, that he carried away with him all that he had 

I 

eaten, and all the pleafures he had enjoyed* but left all the reft 
behind him. 

& 

* Haec habeo quae edi, quaeque exaturata libido 
Haufit : at ilia jacent multaet praeclara reli&a. 


% 

An epitaph, fays Ariftotle, fit for a hog. 

Arbaces, governor of Media, havipg found means to get into 
the palace, and with his own eyes feen Sardanapalus in the midft 
of an infamous feraglio, enraged at fuch a fpedtacle,. and not 
able to endure, that fo many brave men fhould be fubjeft to 
a prince more foft and effeminate than the women themfelves, 
immediately formed a confpiracy againft him, Belefis, gover¬ 
nor of Babylon, and feveral others, entered into it. On the 
hrft rumour of this revolt, the king hid himfelf in the inmoft 

part of his palace. Being obliged afterwards to take the field 

♦ 


2 


Diod. 1 . ii. p. joq 


1*5 


Ath. 1 . xii. p. 529,530. Juft. 1 . i. c. 


o • 


e/v o<rcr ep<x-yov> x, hpvGgic-x, T eojrv eirocQov' ra 

yrocvra Xi\u7r'lat. Quid aliud, inquit Ariftoteles, in bovis, non ir 
mfcriberes ? Haec habere fe mortuum didt, quae ne vivis quidem 


fiuam fruebatur 
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Bcvitg 
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- i FtV* 


with, feme forces which he had aflembled, he was overcbifif 


• *» V* 









and purfued to the gates of Nineveh ; wherein he lhut himfi 


' r r* 


hopes the rebels would never be able to take- ib we 





ed a city, and ftored with pro vi lions for a c on lid er able tmi 




tirr 


The liege proved indeed of very great length. It had 




declared by an ancient oracle, that Nineveh could never be tl 




,• . /A h l 

t * 4 


V' 


’i* 


ken, unlefs the river became an enemy to the city, 



words buoyed up Sardanapahis, becaufe he looked upon 





thing as impoflible. But when he faw, that the Tigris Wf 


violent inundation had thrown down twenty * ftadia of the 


* ^ ZL . 


ty-wall, and by that means opened a paffage to the enemv, 



• 4v 


1 ♦ 

: -'i , 


underfrood the meaning, of the oracle, and thought him® 


loft 


He refolved, however* to die in fuch a manner, as 


I ,-. 1 


ViV. 






* 


> 




cording to his opinion, fliould cover the infamy of his fca 


i ■ 


:p 


dalaus and effeminate life, x He ordered a pile pf wood to b| 


made in his pajace, andfetting fjre to it, burnt himfelf, his 


. & 

lift' 


< i * 


nuchs, his women and his treaitires, Athenaeus makes 


/ % 





$ 

t reafures amount to a f thoufand myriads of talents of gold 




* # 


f 





ten times as many talents of filyer, which, without repkoi 


% 


ing any thing elfe 


* 


fum that exceeds all credibility 



* * 

riad contains ten thoufand ; and one fingle myriad of talent 


of filver is worth thirty millions of French money, pr about 


million four hundred thoufand pounds Sterling, A man is lbi| 




|f he attempts to fum up the whole value $ which induces 


vVv 


to believe, that Athenaeus muff have very much 



In his computation •, however, we may be alluredfrom his 


that the treafures were immenfely great 


v 


Plutarch, in his fecond treatife, dedicated to the 





Alexander the Great, wherein he examines in what the trtiS 




► 4 


greatnefs of princes confifts, after having fhown, that 






arife from nothing but their own perfonal merit 


3 



by two very different examples,, taken from the htflory of #| 






* 


which yre are upon. S emir amis and Sard^napaH 
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M, 3257. Ant. J. C. 747 
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f T wo miles and an half. 
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About fourteen hundred millions Sterling, 
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Chop* tf* 

fays he, both governed the fame kingdom berth had the lame 
people, the fame extent of country, the lame revenues* the 
fame forces and number of troops £ but they hid not -the fame 
difpofitions, nor the fame viewsu Semiramis, railing herfelf 
above her fex, built magnificent cities, equipped fleets, armed 
lemons, fubdued neighbouring nations* penetrated into Arabia 
and Ethiopia, and carried her .victorious arms -to the -extremi¬ 
ties of Alia, fpreading ednftemation and terror .every where. 
Whereas Sardanapalus, as if he had entirely renounced hh fc$* 

fpent all his time in the heart of his -palace, perpetually fur- 
rounded with a company of women, whofe habit and even 
manners he had taken, applying rhimfelf with them to the ^in¬ 
die and the diftaff, neither understanding nor doing any other 
thing than fpinning, eating and drinking, and wallowing in all 

manner of infamous pleafure. Accordingly, a llatue was ere£bt 

# 

ed to him, after his death, which represented him in the pof- 
t\ire of a dancer, with an infeription upon it, in which he ad- 
dreffed himfelf to the fpedtator in thefe words 2 u c Eat, drink, 
44 and be merry ; every thing elfe is nothing.” An infeription 
very fuitable to the epitaph he himfelf had ordered to be put 
upon his monument. 

Plutarch in this place judges of Serriiramis, as almoft all the 
profane hiftorians do of the glory of conquerors* But if we 
would make a true judgment of things, was the unbounded 


ambition of that qUeen much lefs blameable, than the dilfolute 

ft 

effeminacy of Sardanapalus $ which of the two vices did moll: 
mifehief to mankind ? 

We are not tb wonder that the Aflyrian empire Ihould fall 
under fuch a prince *, but undoubtedly it was not till after 
having paffed through various augmentations, diminutions, and 
revolutions, common to ail ftates, even to the great eft, during, 
the courfe of feveral ages. This empire had fubfifted above 


four.te 


0 

hundred and fifty ye 


Of the ruins of this vaft empire were formed three confider 

able kingdoms * 9 that of the Medes, which Arbaces, the pxin 


« * 


sme, SI *<TeV. 
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cipal liead of the confpiracy, reftored to its liberty 5 that of tl 
Aflyrians of Babylon, which was given to Belefis, governor^ 
that city; and that of the Aflyrians of Nineveh, the firft 
whereof took the name of Ninus the younger* 

to underhand the hiftory of the fecond Aflyr 



In order 


-LM 


iaj 


empire, which is very obfcure, and of which little is faidfl 

* > ^ J , 

hiftorians, it is proper, and even abfolutely necehary, to coil 
pare what is faid of it by profane authors with what we 


f V 


of it in holy fcript 


that by the help of that double 



V ,4V: 




# . • 

we may have the clearer idea of the two empires 

and Babylon, which for fome time were feparate and 
and afterwards united and confounded together. I fhall 

treat of this fecond Aflyrian empire, and then return to 
kingdom of the Medes. 



* 

< 

■ 




CHAPTER 



The Second Assyrian Empire, both of Nineveh and. 


•>. 

« # 4 


% 
- 'A : 

i!{' 


Bab tl on 


V.r J; 

;t,v 

•ffe 

~ 1.' 

A. 


Tms fecond Aflyrian empire continued two hundred and tin 
years, reckoning to the year in which Cyrus, who was becofi 


it • 


’f 


abfolute matter of the Eaft by the death of his father Cambyfi 

>• i 

and his father-in-law Cyaxares, publifhed the famous edi$ 

9 * 

whereby the Jews were permitted to return into their own coufl 
try, after a feventy years captivity at Babylon. 


• ♦! 

'C 

■f • 


* 


♦ > 


Kings of Babylon. 


Belesis 


* * 1 




He is the fame as Nabonaflar, from whofe reigfl 


began the famous agronomical epocha at Babylon, called 






his name the aera of Nabonaflar 


In the holy fcrioture he 


called Baladan. He reigned but twelve years, and was fucceed! 

by his fon. 


s&k 


* * 


Merodach-Baladan 


This is the prince who fetit 
fadors to king Hezekiah, to congratulate him on the 

of his health, of which we fhall fpeak hereafter. After 





•a * 
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there reigned feveral other kings at Babylon f , with whofe ftory 
we are entirely unacquainted. I fhall therefore proceed to the 

kings of Nineveh. 


Kings of Ninefeh. 

s Tiglath-Pileser. This is the name given by the holy 
fcripture to the king, who is fuppofed to be the firft that 
reigned at Nineveh, after the deftru&ion of the ancient .Ally 
rian empire. He is called Thilgamus by JElian. He is faid 

to have taken the name- of Ninus the younger, in order to ho- 

* 

nour and diftinguifh his reign by the name of fo ancient and 
iliuftrious a prince. 

Ahaz, king of Judah, whofe incorrigible impiety could not 

6 

be reclaimed, either by the divine favours or chaflifements, 

% 

finding himfelf attacked at once by the kings of Syria and Is¬ 
rael, robbed the temple of part of its gold and filver, and fent 
it to Tiglath-Pilefer, to purchafe his friendlhip and affiftance j 
promiling him, belides, to become his vaflal, and to pay him 
tribute. The king of Aflyria finding fo favourable an oppor¬ 
tunity of adding Syria and Paleftine to his empire, readily ac¬ 
cepted the propofal. Advancing that way with a numerous 
army, he beat Rezin, took Damafcus, and put an end to the. 
kingdom eredled there by the Syrians, as God had foretold by 
his prophets Ifaiah h and Amos. From thence he marched a- 

4 * 

gainft Phacaea, and took all that belonged to the kingdom of 
Ifrael beyond Jordan, or in Galilee. But he made Ahaz pay 
very dear for his prote£tion, ftill exacting of him fuch exorbi¬ 
tant fums of money, that for the payment of them he was ob¬ 
liged not only to exhauft his own treafures, but to take all the 
gold and filver of the ,temple. Thus this alliance ferved only 
to drain the kingdom of Judah, and to bring into its neigh¬ 
bourhood the powerful kings of Nineveh, who became fo many 
inftruments afterwards in the hand of God for the chaftife- 

ment of his DeoDle. 


* Can. Ptol, 




g A. M. 3257. Ant. J. C. 747. Lib. xii. Lift, anim 


C ’ 21 . Caftor. apud. Eufeb. Chron. p. 49. % Kings xvi. 7, &c. 

K f/* w 


h If. 


vm - 4 » Amos i. j. 



‘O' 


Salmanaser. 


Sabacus 


* 

m 

. -tevz 




•U' 


calls iSo, iiaving made himfelf maJfter of Egypt, Hpfe^, Mei|| 


Samaria, entered into an alliance with him, hoping 


means to fhake off the Aflyrian yoke* 


/:%■ 


4 


drew from his dependence upoii Salmanafer, refilling to 


him any further tribute, or 


• 4 


* 


Salmanafer, to rpuuifh him for his prefumpfcion, matched 


a 


£ 



* - x\ 






4 !* 




a 


Che plain country, fhut him up in Samaria, where he kept||| 


r. 


• . r 


> 1 


* 


Jt*' 


, loaded Hofea with chains, .and threw him into pi 


for the reft of his days % carried away the people captive 





planted them ha Ha Mi and H ab or, cities of the Medes* 


’•v • 


.thus was the kingdom of Ifrael, or of the ten tribes, dete>y<| 


as 


; { r., 






from the time of its Reparation from that of Judah 


) 


• J *4 RI 


4 

flout two hundred and fifty years. 


k It was at this time that Tobit, with Ann his wife 



fon Tobias, was carried captive into Ailyria, where he beca| 


one of the principal officers to king Salmanafer 



Salmanafer died, after having reigned fourteen years, 0 


was fucceeded by his fan* 


Sennacherib 


• ’ » 

He is alfo called Sargori in fcripture. 


As foon as this prince was fettled on the throne, he rene 


** 


f „ 


the demand of the tribute, exacted by his father from Jjfcgf 


' % 


kiah. 


Upon his refufal, he declared War againft him 


•**,» i 


<r. 


* 4 ’ * 


5 


I ' V 


tered into Judea with a mighty army 




* 


I . *• 




fee his kingdom pillaged, lent ambaffadors to him, to de§ 


: * 


| _ » A 

peace upon any terms he would prefcribe* Sennacherib, f 



i‘ « ♦ 




\\ 


ingiy mollified, entered into treaty with him, and demanded! 


*- l 


4 * 


t 


very great fum of gold and filver* 



% ^ 


* •- 


# < \ 


both the treafures of the temple, and his own coffees to 


- 


m 






B 


♦ I 


4 / 


The Affyrian, regarding neither the fan&ion of oaths|§ 


it. 




v - 


✓ ~ . 


r » . I 




treaties, ftill continued the war, and pufhed on his conqu 


k 



A ♦ 




more vigoroufly than ever. 


•vrvW 

* 


♦ 1 


Nothing was able to withftandf 


• i 


M l . 


-1 :m 


/ ~ 


♦ *. 
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power, and of all the ftrong places of Judah, none 
untaken but Jerulalem, which was likewile reduced to the ut*- 
moft extremity. m At this very juncture Sennacherib was in¬ 
formed, that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, who had joined forces 


with the king of Egypt, was coming up to fuccour the befieged 

Now it was contrary to the exprefs command of God 


city . 


as well as the remonftrances of Ifaiah and Hezekiah, that the 
chief rulers at Jerusalem had required any foreign afiiftance. 
The Aflyrian prince marched immediately to meet the ap¬ 
proaching enemy, after having written a letter to Hezekiah, full 
f blafphemy againft the God of Ifrael, whom he infolently 
afted he would fpeedily vanquifh as he had done all the gods 
of the other nations round about him. In Ihort, he difcom- 



fited 


Egypt 


and purfued them even into their own 


X 

country, which he ravaged, and returned laden with fpoil. 

n It was probably during Sennacherib's abfence, which was 
pretty long, or at leaft fome little time before, that Hezekiah 

# 

fell lick, and was cured after a miraculous manner; and that, 
as a fign of God's fulfilling the promife he had made him of 
curing him fo perfe&ly, that within three days he Ihould be 
able to go to the temple, the lhadow of the fun went ten de¬ 
grees backwards upon the dial of the palace. Merodach-Bala- 
dan, king of Babylon, being informed of the miraculous cure 
of king Hezekiah, fent ambalTadors to him with letters and pre- 
fents, to congratulate him upon that occafion, and to acquaint 
themfelves with the miracle that had happened upon earth at 
this juncture, with refpedt to the fun’s retrogradation ten de- 
grees. Hezekiah was extremely fenfible of the honour done 
him by that prince, and very forward to fhow his ambafladors 
the riches and treafures he polTefled, and to let them fee the 
whole magnificence of his palace. Humanly fpeaking, there 
was nothing in this proceeding but what was allowable and 

commendable; but in the eyes of the fupreme Judge, which 

are ln finitely more piercing and delicate than ours, this aftion 
Volume J/. q 


23 2 Kings xix. 9, 


n 2 Kings xx. % Ghron. xxxii. 24—31, 
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i4 


difcovered a lurking pride, and fecret vanity, with whicft|| 

righteoufnefs was offended. Accordingly he inffantlv adyf| 

• ► 

tifed the king by his prophet Ifaiah, that the riches and 

/ _ 

fures he had been fhowing to thofe ambaffadors with fo 
oftentation, fhould one day be tranfported to Babylc 
his children thou Id be carried thither, to become fei 
palace of that monarch. This was then utterly 





for Babyl 


the time we are fpeaking of 




and alliance with Jerufalem, as appears by her having fent 

^ / 

baffadors thither 4 Nor did Jerufalem then feem to have 

% 

thing to fear, but from Nineveh ; whofe power was at thattip 

* * ^ V 

formidable, and had enti] 



ely declared againff her 



fortune of thofe two cities was to change, and the word 

Cod was literally accomplifhed. 

0 But to return to Sennacherib; after he had rav 
gypt, and taken a vaft number of prifoners, he came 
with his victorious army, encamped before Jerufalem, 
fieged it a-new. The city feemed to be inevitably loft: 
without refource, and without hope from the hands of 
but had a powerful protestor in heaven, whofe jealous ea 
heard the impious blafphemies uttered by the king of Ninei 

% * ' ^ ^ l . 

againft his facred name. In one fingle night an hundred § 

«.Vl» 

eighty-five thoufand men of his army perifhed by the 





t-** s. 






♦ 


^ ¥ V 
• <••!*- 


of the deftroying angel. After fo terrible a blow, this p 

ed king of kings, for fo he called himfelf, this triumpher 

% 

„ *? • 11 

nations, and conqueror of gods, was obliged to return tQfg 
own country with the miferable remnant of his army, 
with fliame and confufion; Nor did he furvive his 
few months, but only to make a kind of an honourable 
to God, whofe fupreme majefty he had prefumed to infult 




who now, to ufe the fcripture terms, having “ put a rm 

w 

as a wild beaft 


(( his nofe, and a bit into his mouth,” as a 
him return in that humbled, afEidled condition, throu 
very countries, which a little before had beheld him fo h?i| 

• 1 - * 4 

ty and imperious. 



V ' Jf* - ' 

<V'£ 

. y t r- 


/ 


* 


Upon his return to Nineveh, being enraged at his 


King 
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Chop* 


t 




Jie treated his fubje&s after a mo ft cruel and tyrannical manner, 
p The efFeCts of his fury fell more heavily upon the Jews and 
Ifraelites, of whom he had great numbers maftacred every day 
ordering their bodies to be left expofed in the ftreets, and fuf- 
fering no man to give them burial. Tobit, to avoid his cruel¬ 
ty, was obliged to conceal himfelf for fome time, and fuffer all 
his efFeCts to be confifcated. In fhort, the king’s favage tern 
per rendered him fo infupportable to his own family, that his 
two eldeft Tons confpired againft him, and killed him in the 

temple 

before him. But thefe two 


> 


the prefence of his gpd Nifroch, as he lay proftrate 

inces, being obliged after this 


pi 


parricide to fly into Armenia, left the kingdom to Efafhaddon 

their youngeft brother. 


Esarhaddon 


We have already obferved, that after Me- 
rodach-Baladan there was a fucceflion of kings at Babylon, of 

whom hiftory has tranfmitted nothing but the names. The 


eight years inter 

Efarhaddon, tak 


reigned 


royal family becoming extinCt, there was an 
regnum, full of troubles and commotions. 

ing advantage of this juncture, made himfelf mafter or Baby 
l°n j and annexing it to his former domin: 
the two united empires thirteen years, 

After having re-united Syria and Paieftine to the Aflyrian 
empire, which had been rent from it in the preceding reign, he 
entered the land of Ifrael, where he took captive as many as 
were left there, and carried them into Aflyria, except an incon- 
fiderable number that efcaped his purfuit. And that the coun¬ 


try might 


become a defert, he fent colonies of idolatrous 


people, taken out of the couj 

■ • 

dwell in the cities of Samaria 
then fulfilled: « 


:s beyond the Euphrates, to 
The prediction of Ifaiah was 


a 


within threefcore and five years fhall Ephraim 


broken, that it be no more a people 




This was exaCtly 


the fpace of time elapfed between the prediction and the 
?nd the people of Ifrael did then truly ceafe to be a vifible 


* 


G 


y 


p Tobit i. 18 


24 . 
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tiori, what was left of them being altogether mixed and con-’ 




founded with other nations. 




' : 


1 This prince, having pofTefTed himfelf of the land of Ifraely 




fent fome of his generals with part of his army into Judea, to 


reduce that country likewife under his fubject 


Thefe ge 


i - 


nerals defeated ManafTeh, and having taken him prifoner 




brought him to Efarhaddon, who put him in chains, and 


ried him with him to Babylon. But ManafTeh, having after 




wards appeafed the wrath of God by a fincere and lively 


pentance, obtained his liberty, and returned to Jerufalem. 


u Mean time the colonies, that had been fent into Samaria 


i 


in the room of its ancient inhabitants, were grievoufly infefted 


lions. The king of Babylon, being told the caufe of that 


calamity was their not worshipping the God of the country. 


derecl an Ifraelitifh prieft to be fent to them, from among the 


captives taken in that country, to teach them the worfhip of 


God of Ifrael. But thefe idolaters, contented with admit 


« 

ting the true God amongft their ancient divinities, worfhipped 


him jointly with their falfe deities,. This corrupt worfhip coil' 


tinued afterwards, and was the fource of the averfion enter 


tained by the Jews againft the Samaritans 


Efarhaddon, after a profperous reign of thirty-nine years o¬ 


ver the AfTyrians, and thirteen over the Babylonians, was fue- 


ceeded by his fon. 


w Saosduchinus, This prince is called in feripture Na< 


buchodonofor, which name was common to the kings of Ba¬ 


bylon. 


To diftinguifh this from the others, he is called Na- 


buchodonofor I. 


x Totdt was Bill alive at this time, and dwelt among other 


captives at Nineveh. Perceiving his end approaching, he fore 


told his children the fudden deftrudtion of that city 5 of which 


that time there was 


the leafl appearai^ce. He advifed 


them to quit the city, before 


came 


and to depart 


as foon as they had buried him arid his wife. 


<( 


The ruin of Nineveh is at hand,” fays the good old man* 




* 2 Chrcm. xxxiii. II, 13. 
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longer here, for I perceive the wickednefs of the 


c j t y W U1 occafion its deftru£tion 


J7 


Thefe laft words are very 


markable, <c the wickednefs of the city will occafion its de*. 
« ftru£tion.” Men will be apt to impute the ruin of Nineveh 
to any other reafon, but we are taught by the Holy Ghoft, that 

her unrighteoufnefs was the true caufe of it, 
other ftates, that imitate her crimes. 

•y Nabuchodonofor defeated the king of the Medes, in a 
pitched battle fought the twelfth year of his reign upon the 
plain of Ragau, took Ecbatana, the capital of his kingdom, and 

returned triumphant to Nineveh. 

the hiftory of the Medes, we fhall 
count of this yi&ory. 


When we come to treat of 


t> 


more particular ac* 


immediately after this expedit 


that Bethulia was 


befieged by Holofernes, one of Nabuchodonofor s generals; and 
that the famous enterprize of Judith was accomplifhed. 

z Saracus, otherwife called Chyna-Ladanus. This prince 


fucceeded Saofduchinus; and having rendered himfelf con*, 
temptible to his fubjedls, by his effeminacy, and the little care 
he took of his dominions, NabopolalTar, a Babylonian by birth, 
and general of his army, ufurped that part of the Aflyrian em¬ 
pire, and reigned over it one and twenty years. 

a Nabopolassar. This prince, the better to maintain his 
ufurped fovereignty, made an alliance with Cyaxares, king 
of the Medes. With their joint forces they befleged and took 
Nineveh, killed Saracus, and utterly deftroyed that great city. 


We fhall fpeak more 
come to the hiftory of 




ely of this great event, when we 
Medes. From this time forward 


the city of Babylon became the 
empire. 


nly 


pital of the Affy 


fhe Babylonians and the Medes, h 


o 


deftroyed Nineveh 


became fo formidable, that they drew upon tliemfelves the 

& 

jealoufy of all their neighbours, Necho, king of Egypt, was 
fo alarmed at their power, that to (fop their progrefs he march- 

O • * • 

G nj 


y Judith i. 5, 6. 
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ed towards the Euphrates at the head of a powerful army, and 




A; 

* c v 

r.«» 
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rr 


made feveral coniiderable 


quefts 




See the hiftory of the 


M • * ■ » 


V', 
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Egyptian b for what concerns this exped 


> 


4 

and the confe 


1 - 


V. 


■A 


quences that attended 


v-i 


<*• • 


•* '* 


•f\ 


- j* 


, »♦ 


t- 1 * 


NabopolafTar finding, that, after the taking of Carchemiih 


V 




A.'*' 

tv s’ * 


* ^ 


rr- 


V. a-^v 


by Necho, all Syria and Paleftine had revolted from him, and 




■f 


A. * 


* 4 


neither his age nor infirmities permitting him to go in perfon td 




:x .• 


V v- 






them, he made his fon Nabuchodonofor partner with 


V*. 




n* ♦ 




him in the empire, and fent him with an army, to reduce 


- Si,’ 


u 


*. v • 


< • 


their former fubjeclion 






ft’* 




From this time the Jev 


beg 


Nabuchodonofor 


♦ \ 1 

to reckon the years of 


1 

from the end of the third year of Te 


• . 

m % 


hoiakim, king of Judah, or rather from the beginning of the 


'v 




fourth 


But the Babylonians compute the reign of this prince 


only from the death of his father, which happened two years 


\ 


later 


• i 


NaBuchodonosor II 


This prince defeated Necho’s army 


* 


the Euphrates, and retook Carchemifh 


From thence he 


marched towards Syria and Paleftine, and re- united thofe pro* 


his dominions 


He likewife entered Judea, befleged Jerufalem, and took 


He caufed Jehoiakim to be put in chains, with a defig 


have him carried to Baby 


but being moved 


itli his 


pentance and affh£tion 3 he reftored him to his throne 


Great 


numbers of the J 


and, among the reft, fome children of 


the royal family, were carried captive 


Babyl 


whither'all 


^ t 


the treafu 


of the king 


palace, and a part of the facrei 


veffels of the temple, were likewife 


nfported 


Thus 


the judgment God had denounced by the proohet Ifaiah 


king Hezekiah accomplifhed 


From this famous 


which 


pocha 




V 


fourth year of Jehoiakim, king of Judah 


vw 


r * 
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are to date the captivity of the Jews at Babylon, fo 




-‘■'if' 7 *' 
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I v,.. 
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foretold by Jeremiah 


Daniel, then but 


S 1 ' 


years 


old 
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was carried captive among the reft \ and Ezekiel fome time 

« 

afterwards. 

\ 

g Toward the end of the fifth year of Jehoiakim died Na* 
bopolaffar, king of Babylon, after having reigned one and 
twenty years. As foon as his fon Nabuchodonofor had news 
of his death, he fet out with all expedition for Babylon, taking 
the neareft way through the defert, attended only with a fmali 

retinue, leaving the bulk of his army with his generals, to be 

* 

conducted to Babylon with the captives and fpoils. On his 
arrival, he received the government from the hands of thofe 
that had carefully preferved it for him, and fo fucceeded to all 

the dominions of his father, which comprehended Chaldea, Af- 

* 

fyria, Arabia, Syria, and Paleftine, over which, according to 
Ptolemy, he reigned forty-three years. 

h In the fourth year of his reign he had a dream, at which' 
he was greatly terrified, though he could not call it again to 
mindi He thereupon confulted the wife men and diviners of 
his kingdom, requiring of them to make known to him the 

beyond 

the reach of their art to divine the thing itfelf-; and that the 

4 

utmoft they could do, was to give the interpretation of his 
dream, when he had made it known to them. As abfolute 
princes are not accuftomed to meet with oppofition, but will 
be obeyed in all things, Nabuchodonofor, imagining they dealt 

infincerely with him, fell into a violent rage, and condemned 

• » 

them all to die. Now Daniel and his three companions were 

% 

included in the fentence, as being ranked among the wife men. 
But Daniel, having firft invoked his God, defired to be intro¬ 
duced to the king, to whom he revealed the whole fubftance 
of his dream. The thing thou faweft,” fays he to Nebu- 
chadnezzar, ct was an image of an enormous fize, and a ter- 
c< rible countenance. The head thereof was of gold, the breaft 
“ and arms of filver, the belly and thighs of brafs, and the- 
tf feet part of iron and part of clay. And as the king was at- 

G iiij 


fubftance of his dream. They all anfwered, that it was 
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tentively looking upon that vifion, behold 


• •' .tr>' 


flone 
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CC 


of 


was c»: 


A 


mountain without hands, and the flone fmote tHe 


•**v. 


&-T 


t VI 
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<c 
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image upon his feet, and brake them to pieces 


* * r 


the whole 


» * < 




I • 


CC 


image 


ground as fmall as dull 


and the hone becam 


.K w 


- 4 




Cc 


a great mountain, and filled the whole earth 




When 




Daniel had related the dream, he gave the king likewife tKe 


.'A 


% i 


* -* A 


interpretation thereof, fhowing him how it fignified the three 




ft \ 


* ^ 


great empires, which were to fucceed that of the Afiyrians, 




u 


namely, the Perfian, the Grecian 


and the Roman 


ao, 


rding to fome, that of the fuccefiors of Alexander the Great 




After thefe kingdoms,” continued Daniel 




lhall the God 




CC 


CC 


of heaven fet up a kingdom, which lhall never be deflroyed 


and this kingdom lhall not be left to other people, but lhall 




CC 


break in pieces and confume all thefe kingdoms, and 


V 




CC 


Hand for 


9J 


dom of Jefu 


Chrill 


By which Daniel plainly foretold the king. 




Nebuchadnezzar, quite ravilhed with 


admiration and allonilhment, after having acknowledged and 


loudly declared, that the God of the Ifraelites was really the 


God of gods, advanced Daniel to the highell offices 


the 


kingdom, made him chief of the 




gov 


over all the wife 


men, ruler of the whole province of Babyl 


and one of 


i 


the principal lards of the council, that always attended the 


court. 


His three frien 


dig 


alfa promoted to honours and 


1 At this time Jehoiakim revolted from 


the king of Baby- 


i 


Ion, whofe generals, that were Hill in Judea, marched againft 




him, and committed all kinds of hollilities upon his country. 


CC 


He fiept with his fathers, 




death 


is all the fcripture fays of hi$ 


Jeremiah had prophefied, that he ffiould neither be 


♦ 

regretted nor lamented* but fhould “ be buried with the bu- 


CC 


rial of an afs, drawn and call forth beyond the gates of Je- 




<s rufalem 




This 


was no doubt fulfilled 


known in what 


though 




is not r . 


* 


father 


Jechonias fucceded both to the throne and iniquity 


' \ 


of his, 


Nebuchadnezzar 


lieutenants continuing the bloc 


1 2 Kings xxiv. i, 2. 


e Al. Jehojakim, 


Kings xxiv* 6 
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kade of Jerufalem, in three months time he himfelf came at 
the head of his army, and made himfelf mallei* of the city. 
He plundered both the temple and the king’s palace of 
all their treafures, and fent them away to Babylon, together 

veflels remaining, which Solomon had 

made for the ufe of the temple: He carried away likewife a 
vaft number of captives, amongil whom was king Jechonias, 
his mother, his wives, with ail the chief officers and great 
men of his kingdom. In the room of Jechonias, he fet upon 
tlie throne his uncle Mattaniah, who was otherwife called Ze* 

dekiah. 

k This prince had as little religion and profperity as his 
fore-fathers. Having made an alliance |dth Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, he broke the oath of fidelity he had taken to the king 
of Babylon. The latter foon chaftifed him for it, and imme¬ 
diately laid fiege to Jerufalem. The king of Egypt’s arrival 
at the head of an army gave the befieged fome hopes; but 
their joy was very fhort-lived; the Egyptians were defeated, 
and the conqueror returned againfl Jerufalem, and renewed 

• l 9 

the fiege, which lafted near a twelvemonth. 1 At laft the city 

was taken by florm, and a terrible Daughter enfued. Zede- 

* 

kiah’s two fons were bv Nebuchadnezzar’s orders killed before 

* 

their father’s face, with all the nobles and principal men of 
Judah. Zedekiah himfelf had both his eyes put out, was loaded 
with fetters, and carried to Babylon, where he was confined in 
prifon as long as he lived. The city and temple were pillaged 
and burnt, and all their fortifications demoiiihed. 

ru Upon Nebuchadnezzar’s return to Babylon, after his fuc- 
cefsful war againft Judea, he ordered a golden fiiatue to be 
made fixty cubits high, aflembled all the great men of the 

kingdom to celebrate the didication of it, and commanded all 

% * 1 

% 

his fubjeffcs to worfnip it, threatening to caffc thofe that fhould 
$efufe into the midft of a burning fiery furnace. Upon this 


with all the golden 


Y 1 Kings xxiv. 17—20. anS xxi. 1—IC- 
J A. M. 3415, Ant.J. C. 389. 

* Ninety feet. 
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Soak 


* 


* 




©ccafion it was, that the three young Hebrews, Anariias, • 






fael, and Azarias; who, with an invincible courage refufedf^ 


Vii. 






-.•i* 


* 


- 


>*• 


comply with the king’s impious ordinance, were preferved,afte^ 




i • 


‘A 


a miraculous manner, in the midft of the flames. 


himfelf a witnefs of this aftonifhing miracle. 


The king; 


,* fT 

<Vi\ 

> v * 






V/- 

I ‘ 




publifhed an ei 


r - 

dift, whereby all perfons whatfoever were forbid, upon pabp| 


rt 




%• 


•w. 


death, to fpeak any thing amifs againft the God of Ananias 






OJ 


Mifaeh and Azarias. 


He likewife promoted thefe three 








men to the higheft honours and employments 


» * 


-j 




• - y'-tik; 




Nebuchadnezzar, in the twenty-firft year of his feign, an| 




the fourth after til 




deftr.uffcion of Jerufalem, marched 




r. 


agaa 


into Syria, and befteged Tyre, at the time when Ithobal was 


- 


king thereof. 




Tyre was a ftrong and opulent city, which-had 




never been fubje£l to any foreign power, and was then in 






repute for its commerce j n by which many of its citizens wretd 


become like fo many princes in wealth and magnificence*'- It 






was built by the SidoniaUs two hundred and forty years 


j> 


n . 


1 


0 * 


r 9, t 


the temple of Jerufalem. 


For Sidon being taken by the 




liftines of Afcalon, many of its inhabitants made their 




r--‘ 


in fliips, and founded the city of Tyre. 


And for this 


I 


» # 


I • 


f i* 

We find it called in Ifaiah °, “ the daughter of Sidon.” . But 


A 


the daughter foon furpafted the mother, in grandeur, riches/ 

w 


and power. 


Accordingly, at the time we are fpeaking of y fhe 


* 

was in a condition to refill thirteen years together a monarch/ 


to whofe yoke all the reft of the eaft had fubmitted. 


Pit was not till after fo many years, that Nebuchadnezzaf 


made himfelf mafter of Tyre. 


His troops fuffered incredible 


hardfliips before it; fo that, according to the prophet’s ex 


preftion 


every head was made bald, and every fhoulder was 


<c 


peeled 




Before the city was reduced 


4 

the laft extreini 


•#»- 




*y> its inhabitants retired, with the greateft part of their 


-• j. 


i 

ft « 


t «» ¥ 


■* I 


into 


hbouring ifle, half 


mile from the fhore, wheit 




» •* “ 


they built a new city; the name and glory whereof extifj 


guifhed the remembrance of the old 


I v 


which from thence 


X-Vv7. 




l M 


n Ezek. xxvi. 7. If. xxiii. 8. Juft. 1 . xviii. c. 3. 


0 If. xxiii. H* 


P Jof, Ant. i. x. c. 11. et con. Ap. 1 . i. 


3 Ez< xxix. 18, iy* 


/ 


* % 
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jm 

forward became a mere village* retaining the name of ancient 



r Nebuchadnezzar and his army having undergone the ut«» 

moft fatigues during fo long and difficult a liege, and having 

♦ 

found nothing in the place to requite them for the fervke they 
had rendered Almighty God, it is the expreffion of the prophet, 
in executing his vengeance upon that city, to make them a- 
mends, God was pleafed to promife by the mouth of Ezekiel* 
that he would give them the fpoils of Egypt. And indeed 

9 

Nebuchadnezzar conquered Egypt foon after, as I have more 

* 

fully related in the hiftory of the Egyptians s « 

When this prince had happily finifhed all his wars, and was 

9 # 

in a ftate of perfect peace and tranquillity, he put the laft hand 
to the building, or rather to the embellifhing of Babylon. The 
reader may fee in Jofephus 1 an account of the magnificent 
ftruftures afcribed to this monarch by feveral writers. I have 

mentioned a great part of them in the defcription already given 

# 

of that ftately city. 

% 

“Whilft nothing feemed wanting to complete Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar’s happinefs, a frightful dream difturbed his repofe, and 

» a 

filled him with great anxiety. He dreamed, cc He faw a tree 


li 


(f 


in the midft of the earth, whofe height was great: The tree 
grew, and was ftrong, and the height of it reached unto 
heaven, and the fight thereof to the end of the earth, 
leaves were fair, and the fruit much ; and id it was meat 
i( for all: The beafts of the field had fhadow under it, and 


The 


Cf 


it 


ti 


it 


the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof; and 
all flefli was fed of it. Then a watcher and an holy one 
caitie down from heaven, and cried; Hew down the tree* 
“ and cut off his branches, fhake off liis leaves, and fcatter 
his fruit; let the beafts get away from under it, and the 

Neverthelefs leave the flump of 


« 


« 


a 


<« 


fowls from his branches, 
his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brafs, 
in the tender grafs of the field; and let it be wet with the 


r Ez.xxix. 18 
Antiq. 1. x. 


2C 
21 * 


• Vcfl.I. 

u Dan. cap. iv. 4 
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L? * * 


tt 


dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beafts in 






V' 


**■ A • 


:v 



(( 


grafs of the earth. Let his heart be changed from 


** * 1 




£€ 


and let a beaft’s heart be given unto him j and 


CC 



times pafs over him. This matter is by the decree of tlil 


d 4 


£C 


watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones t! 

4 ^ 


« 


the intent that the living may know, that the Moft 




t vt> 


#c 



ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomfoevo 




he will, and fetteth up over it the bafeft of men. 


?> 


« • • V .* 

’ ■? *d * 


9 

The king, juftly terrified at this terrible dream, confulted 


all his wife men and magicians, but to no purpofe 


He 


obliged to have recourfe to Daniel, who expounded the dreah 


w 

■l 


I 


* 

and applied it to the king’s own perfon, plainly declaring to 


him, <c That he fhould be driven from the company of meii 




for feven years, fhould be reduced to the condition and fell 


(C 


lowfhip of the beafts of the field, and feed upon grafs like a 


CC 


bullock; that his kingdom neverthelefs fhould be preferved 


for him, and he fhould re-poflefs his throne, when he fhould 


CC 


have learnt to know and acknowledge, that all power is from 


CC 


abov 


0 


and cometh from heav 


After this he exhorted 


CC 


him to break off his fins by righteoufnefs, and his iniquities 


CC 


by fhowing mercy to the poor 


yy 


All thefe things came to pafs upon Nebuchadnezzar, as the 


prophet had foretold. At the end of twelve months, as.he 


was walking in his palace, and admiring the beauty and mag¬ 


nificence of his buildings, he faid, <c Is not this great Babylon^ 


w 

u which I have built for the houfe of the kingdom, by the 


« 


might of my power, and for the honour of my n^edy?’ 1 


"W ould a fecret impulfe of complacency and vanity in a prince. 


at the fight of fuch noble ftrudfcures erected by himfeif, appear 


to us fo very criminal ? And yet, hardly were the words out 


of his mouth, when a voice came down from heaven, and 



nounced this fentence : “ In the fame hour his underftandirig 


CC 


went from him $ he was driven from men, and did eat g 



* 4 


<c 


like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaveD, 


CC 


till his hairs were grown like eagles feathers, and his nails 


(( like birds claws.” 


After the expiration of the appointed time, he recovered 



HISTORY OF THE ASSYRIANS. 


Chap- H* 

fenfes, and the ufe of his underbanding 

« eyes unto hea\ 


l 




Hlgl 


: “ He lifted up his 

fays the fcripture, cc and blefled the Moft 

he praifed and honoured him that liveth for ever* 

lafting dominion, and his king- 


’ Confeffing, “ That 

* 

nothing before, him 


« w hofe dominion is an eve] 

« dom is from generation to generation 

« all the inhabitants of the earth are a 
« and that he doeth according to his will in the army of hea 
« ven and among the inhabitants of the earth *, and non- 

> What deft thou ? 3 


* 


« can flay his hand, or fay unto him. 

Now he recovered his former countenance and form 


His 


feek him; he was rebored to his throne 


* 


and became greater and more powerful than 


He 


y 


ever. Being af- 

fe&ed with the heartieb gratitude, he caufed, by a folemn edi<b, 
to be publifhed through the whole extent of his dominions, 
what abonifhing and miraculous things God had wrought in 

his perfon * 

One year after this Nebuchadnezzar died, having reigned 
forty-three years, reckoning from the death of his father 
was one of the greateb monarchs that ever reigned in the eab 

He was fucceeded by his fon 

w Evil-Merodach. As foon as he was fettled in the throne, 
lie releafed Jechonias, king of Judah, out of prifon, where he 

had been confined near feven and thirty years. 

of this Evil-Merodach, which labed but two 
years, the learned place Daniel’s detection of the fraud prac- 
tifed by the priefls of Bel; the innocent artifice, by which he 
contrived to kill the dragon, which was worfhipped as a god ; 
and the miraculous deliverance of the fame prophet out of the 
den of lions, where he had victuals brought him by the prophet 

Habakkuk. 

x Evil-Merodach rendered himfelf fo odious by his debauch¬ 
ery, and other extravagancies, that his own relations confpired 
againb him, and put him to death. 

y Neriglissar, his fiber’s huiband, and one of the chief 
confpirators, reigned in his bead. 


In the 


reign 


\ 


w A- M. 344I- Ant. J. 0.583* 


z Berof. Megafthen. 


2 Kings xxv. 27 


°o. 




y 


A. M. 3444. Ant. J. C j 6 q Cyrop 1. i 




History of the 




Immediately on his acceflion to the crown* he made 



preparations for war againft the Medes, which made Cyax^l 

_ I r _n__ ^ _r T5_ n , _ 1 • m n mi . ~ < M 


fend for Cyrus out of Perfta to his affiftance 


This 


be more particularly related by and by, where we 


« 

that this prince was flain in battle* in the fourth 









V* 


year of 1| 




reign 


Laborosoarchod, his fon, fucceeded to the throne 


%)>; : 

4 V*. ‘ 

; A- 








c' vt 


was a very wicked prince. Being born with the moft 







V 


j 



inclinations, he indulged them without reftraint when he cainf 


j. 


the crown 




m w ' • 

if he had been inverted with foveriegn powd| 






► 4 


only to have the privilege of committing with impunity 


C 



* «- 


moft infamous and barbarous actions 




He 


gned but ni« 


<r;- 


months; his own fubje<fts, confpiring againft him, put him tij 


death. His fucceftor was 




V; 




L 


or Mabonid. This prince had likewife 






names, and in fcripture that of Belfhazzar. It 



fuppofed that he was the fon of Evil-Merodach, by his wi$ 


Nitocris, and 


nfequently grandfon to Nebuchadnezzar, to 




whom 




f » 


> 


ding to Jeremiah’s prop! 


y 


the 




• f 


of the 


eaft were to be fubject, as alfo to his fon, and his grandfon af- 


him 


All nations fhall ferve him, and his fon, and life 


• > 


fen’s fon, until the very time of his land fhall come 


y> 




V. 




. ■ . 


Nitocris 


that 


B aby 1 


queen who raifed fo many noble edifice? 


She caufed her own monument to be placed 


of the moft remarkable gates of the city, with an inferip- 


diftiiading her fucceftors from touching the treafures laid 


up 


without the moft urgent and indifpenfable neceffity 


The tomb remained unopened frll the reign of Darius, who 




upon his breaking it open, inftead of thofe immenfe treafur^ 


he had flattered himfelf with, found nothing but the following 


> . 


inferij 




u 


If thou hadft not an infatiable thirjl after money , and 


fordid. 


foul, thou 


Idf 


have broken 





the monuments of the dead , 




; ^ 


X\ r & 


. -IN.;-.' 

• t* - 






M. 3449. Ant. J. C. 5JJ 


* T\ i.' 

. ♦ ‘ *1 ' 

• v-r.. 


* y 


Her. 1 . i. cap. i8j> &c 
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d In the firft year of Belfhazzar’s reign, Daniel had the 

► 4 

vifion of the four beafirs, which reprefented the four great mo-? 


narchies, and the kingdom of the Miifiah, which was to'fiuc- 

♦ 4 

ceed them. € In the third year of the fame reign he had the 
vifion of the ram and the he-goat, which pre-figured the de- 
ftrudtion of the Perfian empire by Alexander the Great, and 


the perfecution which ^ntiochus Epipl 




king of Sy 


3 


fiiould bring upon the Jews. I fhall hereafter make fome re4» 

fie&ions upon thefe prophecies, and give a larger account of 

* 

9 

% 

them. 

i 

f Belfhazzar, whilft his enemies , w r ere befieging Babylon, 
gave a great entertainment to his whole court, upon a certain 
feftival, which was annually celebrated with great rejoicing 

The joy of this feaft was greatly difturbed by a vifion, and ftill 

4 / 

more fo by the explication which Daniel gave of it to the 


king 


The fentence written upon the wall imported, that 


his kingdom was taken from him, and given to the Medes and 
Perfians. That very night the city was taken, and Belfhazzar 
killed. 

s Thus ended the Babylonian empire, after having fubfifted 

two hundred and ten years from the deflrudtion of the great 
Afiyrian empire. 

The particular circumftances of the fiege, and the taking of 
Pabylon, fhall be related in the hiftory of Cyrus. 


CHAPTER III. 

• • 

The HlSTORT of the KINGDOM of the MEDES. 

I took * 1 notice in fpeaking of the deftruftion of the ancient 

• « 

Afiyrian empire, that Arbaces, general of the Medes, was one 
of the chief authors of the confpiracy againfi Sardanapalus: 
And feveral writers believe, that lie then immediately be- 

9 

came fovereign mailer of Media, and many other provinces, 

$nd afiumed the title of king. Herodotus is not of this opi«* 

* 

* 

d Dan. c.vii, e Chap. vin. f Chap. v. 

A. M. 3468. Ant. J. C. 536. h A. M.^257. Ant, J. C. 747. 
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mslrokr of the 


’ r 


mm 


mon. 


I fhall relate 


hat that celebrated hiftorian fay 


£* 77 ' • 


. • * v x‘. ‘ 

t 


V 


./rv*-. 


the fubjeft 




- X/ 


LL' 










•r - 


The Aff\ 


ho had for many ages held the empi| 


of Alia, be 


O 


decline 


their pow 


* 

by the revolt of 




V 


eral nations. 


The Medes firft threw off their yoke 


w r 

* 


maintained for fome tim 


K f '' 

■ -i** 




the liberty they had acquired vj| 




their valour: But that liberty degenerating into licentioufneG 


and their government not being well eflablifhed, they fell 


*CJ‘ 


kind of anarchy, worfe than their former fubje&ion 


;»- 


ft 


1 


*>- - 4 . 


•• 

juftice, violence, and rapine, prevailed every where, becauj 


I . 


there was 


body that had either power 


gh to reftrain 




' •». • 


them 


fufficient authoritv to punilh the offenders 


Butall 

1 ♦ 


thefe diforclers induced the people to fettle a form of govern 




f 

ment, which rendered the flate more fiourilhing than everit 




was befor 


* v. 


y ■ * 


The nation of the Medes was then divided into tribes* At 


moft all 


people 


vill 


u 




when Dejoces, the fdli 


of Phrao^tes, a Mede by birth, erecfeu the flate into a monar* 


chy. 


This perfon, feeing tjie great diforders that prevailed 


■■ 

throughout all Media, refolved to take advantage of thofe trou¬ 


bles. and make them fi 


exalt him 


the royal dignity 


i 


He had a great reputation in his own country, and paffed for 


si man, not only regular in his own condu£f, but pofTeffed of 


all the prudence and equity neceflary for 


governor 


As foon as he had formed the defign of obtaining tK* throng 


he laboured to make the good qualities that had been obferved 


in him more ccnfpicuous than ever: He lucceeded fo ■well; 


that 


inhabitants of the villag 


whei 


he lived made him 


their jud^e 


In this office he acquitted himfelf with gfeat 


, V ' 


t - 






dence; and his cares had all the luccefs expected from then! 




•» 




for he brought the people of that village to a fober and 


t 


* r • ' 

; 

■\ 


s 
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life 


The inhabitants of other 


llages, whom perpetual 


f* i‘£ 


i , 




I ** ** • 


t. 


' *■ 


fuffered 


live in quiet, obferving the good 




44 
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Dejoces had introduced in the place where he prefided as ju 


r :• 




♦ 




A. •’ 
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beg 


• vi'N ' 1 


addrefs themfelves to him, and make him arbitrator 


< *' 
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of their differences. 


The fame of his equity daily 
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ill fuch as had any affair of confeq 


o 


rr 




11 3 

brought it before 

him, expedling to find that equity in Dejoces, which they could 
meet with no where elfe. 

When he found himfelf thus far advanced in his defigns, he 
judged it a proper time to fet his lafl engines to work for the 
comparing his point. He therefore retired from bufinefs, pre¬ 
tending to be over-fatigued with the multitude of people that 
reforted to him from all quarters; and would not exercife the 
ce of judge any longer, notwithstanding all the importunity 

of fuch as wifhed well to the public tranquillity. Whenever any 

% 

perfons addreffed themfelves to him, he told them, that his 
own domeftic affairs would not allow him to attend thofe of o- 

ther people. 

The licentioufnefs, which had been for fome time reftrained 
by the management of Dejoces, began to prevail more than ever 
as foon as he had withdrawn himfelf from the adminiftration 
of affairs; and the evil increafed to fuch a degree, that the 
Medes were obliged to affemble, and deliberate upon the means 
of curing fo dangerous a diforder. 

I 

There are different Torts of ambition: Some violent and im- 

• « 

petuous, carry every thing as it 


9 


as it were by florm, flicking at no 
kind of cruelty or murder: Another fort more gentle, like that 

we are fpeaking of, puts on an appearance of moderation and 

% 

juftice, working under ground, if I may ufe that exp,reffion 
and yet arrives at her point as furely as the other. 

Dejoces, who faw things fucceeding according to his wifh, fent 
bis emiffaries to the affembly, after having inflrudted them in the 
part they were to a£t. When expedients for flopping the courfe 
of the public evils came to be propofed, thefe emiffaries, fpeak 


mg in their turn, reprefented, that, unlefs the face of the re- 

# 

public was entirely changed, their country would become un¬ 
inhabitable ; that the only means to remedy the prefent difor- 
ders, was to ele£l a king, who fhould have authority to reflrain 
violence, and make laws for the government of the nation. 
Then every man could profecute his own affairs in peace and 
fafety; whereas the injuflice that now reigned in all parts, 
Tvould quickly force the people to abandon the country. This 
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opinion was generally approved; and the whole company 


\ 

1 u /V 




convinced, that no expedient could be devifed more 


• - * 


> i 




V 


- » 


for curing the prefent evil 




of converting the flat! 


monarchy 


The only tli 


5 


then to be done 


was 


chufe a king; and about this their deliberations were not long. 


They all agreed, there was not a man in Media fo capable of 


governing as Dejoc 


fo that he was immediately with 


mon confent elected king 


If we reflect in the leafl on the firft eftablifhment of 


doms, in any age or country whatfoever, we fhall find, that the 


maintenance of order, and the care of the public good, T*as 


the original defign of monarchy 


Indeed there 


ould be no 


pofiibility of eftabliihing order and peace, if all men were 


folved to be independent 


and would not fubmit to an autho- 


takes from them a part of their liberty, in ordetto 


preferve the reft 


Mankind muft be perpetually 




w ar, if they 


ill always be driving for dominion over 


otl 


refufe 


fubmit to the ftrongeft 


For the fake of their own peace and 


fafetv, they muff have a matter, and mull confent to obey h 


This is the human origin of government 


And the feript 


teacheth us, that the divine providence has not only allowed 


of the project, and the execution of it, but confecrated it like- 


wife, by an immediate communication of his own power 


There is nothing certainly nobler 


greater, than to fee 


private perfon, eminent for his merit and virtue, and fitted If 


his excellent talents for the higheft employments, and yet. 


through inclination and modefry, preferring a life of obfeurity 


and 


ment *, th 


fee fuch a man fincerely refufe the 


hi 


of reigning over a whole 


t) 




and 


lad confent to undergo the toil of government, upon no other 


motive than that of being ferviceable to his fellow citizen? 


J f' 


His fir ft difpofi 


bv which he declares, that he is acquain 


/ 




A a. * • 


with the duties, and consequently with the dang 


fb vereien power, fhows him to have a foul more 


E 1 


at 


than greatnefs itfelf; or. 


to fpeak 


juftly 


m 


s 




& Rom. xiib I, % 
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fuperior to all ambition: Nothing can fiiow him fo perfectly 
worthy of that important charge, as the opinion he has of its 
not being fo, and his fears of being unequal to it. But when 
he generoufly facrifices his own quiet and fatisfaftion to the 


welfare and tranquillity of the public, it is plain he underffcands 


what that fovereign power has in it really good, or truly valu 


able; which is, that it puts a man 


condition of becoming 


* 

the defender of his country, of procuring it many advantages, 
and of redreffing various evils; of caufing law and juftice to 

fiourifii, of bringing virtue and probity into reputation, and of 

♦ 

eftablifhing peace and plenty: And he comforts himfelf for the 
cares and troubles to which he is expofed, by the profpecl of 
the many benefits refulting from them to the public. Such a 
governor was Numa at Rome, and fuch have been fome other 
emperors, whom the people have conilrained to atcept the fu 
preme power. 

It mu ft be owned, I cannot help repeating it, that there is 
nothing nobler or greater than fuch a difpofiticn. But to put 
on the malk of modefty and virtue, in order to fatisfy one’s am¬ 
bition, as Dejoces did; to afFe<Pc to appear outwardly what a 
man is not inwardly; to refufe for a time, and then accepi 
with a feeming repugnancy what a man eamefiily defires, and 


s to 


what he has been labouring by fecret underhand practic 

obtain: This double-dealing has fo much meannefs in it, that 

it necefiarily lefiens our opinion of the perfon, and extremely 

echpfes his merit, be his talents at the fame time never fo ex¬ 
traordinary. 

Dejoces reigned fifty-three years. Yf hen Dejoces had af- 
cended the throne, lie endeavoured to convince the people, 
that they were not mifiiaken in the choice they had made of 
him, for refcoring of order. At firfi: he refolved to have liis 
dignity of king attended with all the marks that could infpire 


1 


_ ► 

an awe and refpedf for his perfon. He obliged his fubjects to 
huild him a magnificent palace in the place he appointed. This 
Palace he ftrongly fortified, and chofc out from among his peo¬ 
ple fuch perfons as he judged fittefl to be liis guards. 


H 
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After having thus provided for his own fecurity, he applied 




*1 




himfelf to poliffi and civilize his fubje£ts; who having beei 




*.4*: 


tr. 


accuftomed to live in the country, and in villages, almoft with. 




t r * 


* 4 


V 


* t** 


out laws and without polity, had contradled a favage difpofc 


Y 




tion. To this end he commanded them to build a city, mark 




»* 




iV 




V? 


ing out himfelf the 



and circumference of the walk 




.f 






f I* 


Th 


city was compaffed about with leven diftindt walls 


V. 



V 


difpofed in fuch a manner, that the outermoft did 


* 


hinder 


the parapet of the fecond from been feen, nor the fecond that 


7* 






of the third, and fo of all the reft. The fituation of the place 


■t- 


was extremely favourable for fuch a.defign; for it was a regular 


hill, whofe afcent was equal on every fide. Within the laft 


and fmalleft inclofure flood the king’s palace, with all his trea- 


S 

fures: In the fixth, which was next to that, there were feveral 




apartments for lodging the officers of his houfehold ; and the 


4 

intermediate fpaces, between the other walls, were appointed 


for the habitation of the people: The firft and largeft inclo? 


fure was about the bignefs of Athens. The name of this city 


was Ecbatana. 


. j 


/ 

The profpedt of it was magnificent and beautiful ; for, be- 


fides the difpofition of the walls, which formed a kind of ai 





phitheatre, the different colours wherewith the feveral parapets 


were painted formed a delightful variety. 


After the city was finiffied, and Dejoces had obliged part 


of the Medes to fettle in it, he turned all his thoughts to coih 


/ 


pofing of laws for the good of the ftate. But being perfuaded 


) 


that the majefty of kings is moft refpedted afar off # , 


a 


major 


a 


ex longinquo reverentia. 




he began to keep himfelf at a 


difiance from his people; was almoft inacceffible and invifi 


p 

ble to his fubjects, not'fuffering them to fpeak, or commu 




f 






nicate their affairs to him, but only by petitions, and the^rt 


* . 4 * 




terpofition of his officers. And even thofe that had the 


i* 







V- 


I 


4 < 


4 

vilege of approaching him, might neither laugh nor fpit ii 











prefence. 




ft*'A- 


d.>. 


r* • - 


♦ 


* I 

This great ffatefman adted in this manner, in order the bet 
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ter to fecure to himfelf the poffeftion of the crown. For, having 

» 

to deal with men yet uncivilized, and no very good judges of 
true merit, he was afraid that too great a familiarity with him 


might induce contempt,* and occafton plots and conip 
gainft growing power, which is generally looked upon with in¬ 
vidious and difcontented eyes. But by keeping himfelf thus 

concealed from the eyes of the people, and making himfelf 

* 

known only by the wife laws he made, and the ftridl j uftice he 
took care to adminifter to every one, he acquired the refpedl 
and efteem of all his fubjedts. 

It is faid, that, from the innermoft part of his palace he faw 
every thing that was done in his dominions, by means of his 
emiiTaries, who brought him accounts, and informed him of 
all tranfadlions. By this means no crime efcaped either the 
knowledge of the prince, or the rigour of the law ; and the 
punilhment treading upon the heels of the offence, kept the 

wicked in awe, and hopped the courfe of violence and in- 
juftice. 

Things might pofhbly pafs in this manner to a certain de¬ 
gree during his adminiftration: But there is nothing more ob¬ 
vious, than the great inconveniencies neceffarily refulting from 
the cuftom introduced by Dejoces, and wherein he has been 
imitated by the reft of the eaftern potentates j the cuftom, I 
mean, of living concealed in his palace; of governing by fpies 
difperfed throughout his kingdom; of relying folely upon their 
fincerity for the truth of fadls ; of not fuffering truth, the com¬ 
plaints of the oppreffed, and the juft reafons of innocent per- 
fons to be conveyed to him any other way, than through foreign 
channels, that is, by men liable to be prejudiced or corrupted; 
men that flopped up all avenues to remonftrances, or the re¬ 
paration of injuries, and that were capable of doing the greateft 
mjuftice themfelves, with fo much the more eafe and affurance. 


as their iniquity remained undifcovered, and confequently un- 
punifhed. But befides all this, methinks, that very affedlation 
in princes of being invifible, fhows them to be confcious of 
their flender merit, which fhuns the light, and dares not ftand 

the teft of a near examination. 
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Dejoces was fo wholly taken up 


humanizing and fofteiii 


j.*' I 

* V ^ 

VMH 


<V_-G 


r_V 


/ 




M- 4 


ing the manners, and in making laws for the good governmeati 






‘V- 


•H. 


i 


of his people, that he never engaged in any enterprife again# 


■vV 


' t' 




his neighbours, though his reign was very long*, for he did ^ 




die till after having reigned fifty-three year 


i- 


Phraortes reigned twenty 


years 


* 

After the death 




of Dej 


his fon Phraortes, called otherwife *Aph 


fucceeded. 


The foie affinity between thefe two names, Would 


make one believe, that this is the king called in fcripture Af. 


phaxad: But that opinion has many other fubftantial reafoas 


to fupport it, -as may be feen in father Montfaucon’s learned 


difTertation, of which I have made great ufe in this tteatifei 


The paffiag 


Judith 


C 4 


That Arphaxad built a very ftrong 


* J 


€€ 


city, and called it Ecbatana 




has deceived moft authors, and 


made them believe, that Arphaxad muff be Dejoces, who 


c 




ly the founder of that city 


But the Greek text of ] 


dith, which the vulgar tranfla 


aedificav 


5 ) 


fay* 


only 


<c 


That Arphaxad added new building 


Ecbatana 


And what can be more natural, than that the father not having 


entirely perfected fo confiderable a work, the fon fhould put 


the laft hand to it, and make fuch additions as were wanting? 


° Phraortes, being of a very warlike temper, and not 


COfri 


tented with the kingdom of Media, left him by his father 


tacked the Perfians; and defeating them in a decisive battle 


brought them under fubje<ftion to his empire. 


Then fir eng th 


ened by the acceffion of their troops, he attacked other neigh' 


bouring nations, one after another, till he made himfelf mafte? 


O 


of almoft all the upper Af a, which comprehends all that 


north of mount Taurus, from Media, as far as the river Halys 


Elated with this good fuccefs, he ventured to turn his arnp 


* r\t 


( 




againft the Afyrians, at that time indeed weakened thr 


\ 


the revolt of feveral nations, but yet very powerful iii the® 


i * 


111 A. M. 3347. Ant, J. C. 657. Her. 

t 'TOr.nJouYiTZ ITT l (XT CCJOiq . 


C. 102 


0 Judith, Text. Gr. Her. 1 . i. c. icz. 


• t *' 




He is called fo by Eufebius, Chron. Graec, and by Geor« Syncel 


«" 


,1 J 


I, 


’ J 


‘ * V .J. 
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felves. Nabuchodonofor, their king, otherwife called Sao£- 

• ^ 

duchinus, railed a great army in his own country, and *fent am? 
baiTadors to feveral other nations of the eaft, to require their 
affiftance. They all refufed him with contempt, and igriomi? 
nioufly treated his ambaifadors, letting him fee, that they no 
longer dreaded that empire, which had formerly kept the great- 
eft part of them in a flavifh fubjeftion. 

The king, highly enraged at fuch infolent treatment, fwore 
by his throne and his reign, that he would be revenged of aM 
thofe nations, and put them every one to the fword. He then 


He then 


prepared for battle, with what forces he had, in the plain of 


Ragau. i 
Phraortes. 


A great battle enfued there, which proved fatal to 
. He was defeated, his cavalry fled, his chariots 


were overturned and put into diforder, and Nabuchadonofor 


gained a complete victory. 


Then taking advantage of the 


defeat and confufion of the Medes, he entered their country, 
took their cities, pufhed on his conquefts even to Ecbatana, 
forced the towers and the walls by florin, and gave the city to 
be pillaged by his foldiers, who plundered it, and flripped it of 
all its ornaments. 

The unfortunate Phraortes, who had efcaped into the moun¬ 
tains of Ragau, fell at laft into the hands of Nabucliodonofor, 
who cruelly caufed him to be fhot to death with darts. After 
that, he returned to Nineveh with all his army, which was ftill 
very numerous \ and, for four months together, did nothing but 
feaft and divert hlmielf with thofe that had accompanied him 
in this expedition. 


In Judith we read, that the king of AfTyria fent PJolop 


with a powerful 


my, to revenge himfelf of thofe 


had 


refilled him fuccours. The progrefs and 


uelty of that com 


manner, the general conflernation of all the people, the cou¬ 
rageous refolution of the Xfraelites to withftand him, in hopes 
that their God would defend them, the extremity to which 
Bethulia, and the whole nation was reduced, the miraculous de¬ 
liverance of that city by the courage and conduct of the brave 

PI iiij 

f The Greek text places ihefe enabaffies before the battle. 
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Judith, and the complete overthrow of the Aflyrian army, zri 


! 


all related in the fame book. 


♦ * 




& 


tx 


i*** 


4 


p Cyaxares I. reigned forty years. This prince fucceeded to 










i 


the throne immediately after his father’s death. He was a 


very 


.4 


brave, enterprifing prince, and knew how to make his ad van- 


A 


tage of the late overthrow of the Aflyrian army. He firftfet 


< *\ 




w 

tied himfelf well in his kingdom of Media, and then conquer©! 


all upper Allia. But what he had moft at heart 


and attack Nineveh 


was, to go 






V 




revenge the death of his father by tlS 




deftrudtion of'that great city 




i - « 


. > - .. 




‘rW- 


The AfTyrians came out to meet him, having only the 








ri 


x 


T 


mains of that great army, which was deflroyed before Bethu 






i.i*. 


•* 




lia 


A battle enfued, wherein the Ally 


were defeated 






•* * 
■fir 




and driven back to Nineveh 


Cyaxares, purfuing his viftory 


> 


laid fiege to the city, which was upon the point of falling m- 


tably into his hands, but that the time was not yet 




II 


e 


r • 

I 


V 

when God defigned to punifh that city for her crimes, and for 




* 

the calamities fhe had brought upon his people, as well as other 


nations. It was delivered from its prefent danger in the fot 


* 


lowing manner. 




_ r 

A formidable army of Scythians, from the neighbourhood of 


the Palus Maeotis, had driven the Cimmerians out of Europej 




and was hill marching under the conduct of king Mady 


purfuit of them. The Cimmerians had found means to efcape. 


from the Scythians, who were advancing into Media. Cyaxares* 


hearing of this irruption, raifed the fiege from before Nineveh 


and marched with all 


his forces againfl that mighty 


army, 


which, like an impetuous torrent, was going to over-run all 


Alia. 


The two armies engaged, and the Medes were vanquifh 


ed 


The barbarians, finding no other obftacle in their 


rfpread not only Media, but almoft all Afla 


After 



*41 » 




_ h: 


they marched towards Egypt, from whence Pfemmiticus di 


t 






i i 






verted their courfe by prefents. They then returned into Pa 




A \ 


' . 1 




i *♦ 


4 ^ A 


/ • 






leftine, where fome of them plundered the temple of Ve 


♦i 1 


us 


T ^ »* 




i > • . 4 


Afcalon, the mofl ancient temple dedicated to that goddefs 


- 


n 






4 


* * « 


k, \ ■ * * 
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1. 
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g oine 0 f thefe Scythians fettled at Bethfhean, a city in the tribe 
0 f Manafleh, on this fide Jordan, which from them was after¬ 
wards called Scythopolis. 

The Scythians, for the fpace of twenty-eight years, were maf- 
ters of the upper Afia; namely, the two Armenias, Cappadocia, 
Pontus, Colchis, and Iberia; during which time they fpread de¬ 
flation wherever they came. The Medes had no way of get¬ 
ting rid of them, but by a treacherous ftratagem. Under pre¬ 
tence of cultivating .and ftrengthening the alliance they had 
made together, they invited the greateft part of them to a ge¬ 
neral feafl, which was made in every family. Each mafter of 
the feafl, made his guefls drunk, and in that condition were the 

Scythians 

of the provinces they had loft, and once more extended their 
empire to the banks of the Halys, which was their ancient 


maffacred. The Medes then repofTeffed themfelves 


undary weflward 
« The remaining 


Scvthians, who 


were not at the banquet 


having heard of the maffacre of their countrymen, fled into 
Lydia to king Halyattes, who received them with great hu¬ 
manity. This occafioned a war between thofe two princes. 

<■ 

Cyaxares immediately led his troops to the frontiers of Lydia. 
Many battles were fought during the fpace of five years, with 
alnioft equal advantage on both fides. The battle fought in 


the fixth year was very remarkable 


of 


eclipfe 


of the fun, which happened during the engagement, when 


fudden the day was turned 


dark night. Thales, the 


Milefian, had foretold this eclipfe. The Medes and Lydians, 
who were then in the heat of the battle, equally terrified with 

event, which they looked upon as a iign of the 


unforefeen 


anger of the gods, immediately retreated on both fides 


and 


made 


peace 


Siennefis 


king of Cilicia 

O 


> 


and # Nabuchodono 


To render the 


for, king of Babylon, were the mediators, 
friendfhip more firm and inviolable, the two princes agreed to 
flrengthen it by the tie of iparriage, and agreed, that Halyattes 


<3 Her. 1. i. c. 74 . 

* In Herodotys he is called Labynetys* 


4 
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fhould give his daughter Aryenis, to Aftyages, eldeft f on 0 r 


Q: 




v 


• -■ 


c y 


r*' ► 


V- X 


1 v\ - 

“V, 


The manner thefe people had of contracting alliance witK 


one another 


very remarkable. Besides other ceremonies 




i * 


T. 


which they had in common with the Greeks, they had this 




particular; the two contracting parties made themfelves inci 


lions in the arms, and licked one another’s blood 




* A-. * 




« > 


t ^ 


Cyaxares’ firft 


foon 


l.riv 

4 / 


he found himfelf agaiii|j| 


peace, was to refume the fiege of Nineveh, which the 


* V *4 ** * “ 


of the Scythians had obliged him to raife 



king of Babylon, with whom he had lately contradfed 


Nabopola® 


#J if 


cular alliance, joined with him in the league againft the 



• * 


N - 




ans. 



Having therefore united their forces, they beilegecfNl 



neveh, took it', killed Saracus the king, hnd utterly deftroy 




cd that mighty city 


•••« 
- i * 


God had foretold by his prophets, above an hundred 



before, that he would bring vengeance upon that impious city 


for the blood of his fervants, wherewith the kings thereof 


£> 


ged themfelves, like ravenous lions; that he himfelf would 


march at the head of the troops that fhould come to befiege 


it; that he would caufe conflernation and 


them 


go before 


that he would deliver the old men, the mothers, and 


their child 


the mercilefs hands of the foldiers; that 


all the treafures of the city fhould fall into the hands of rapa 




and infatiable plunderers \ and that the city itfelf fliould 


be fo totally and utterly deftroyed, that not fo much as a foot 


flep of it fhould be left \ and that the people fhould afk here 


after. Where did the proud city of Nineveh ftand 


? 


But let 


hear the language of the prophets themfelves 


Wo to the bloody city, cries Nahum, it is all full of lies and 


rob! 


t 


face 


he that dafhed in pieces is come up before thy 


> •* 


The Lord cometh to avenge the cruelties done to Ja 


cob and to Iff ael 


I hear already the noife of the whip, and 


the noife of the rattling of the 


horfes, and of the bounding chariots 

O 


♦ 

and of the prancing 


The horfemen lifteth 




I. 


f 




M 


t 


Chap 


Ant. J. C, 626. Her. 1 . i. c- 206. 




s Nahum iii« * 








* * 


u Chap, iii, 2, 3 


V: 
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both the bright fword, and the glittering fp£ 
fhieid of his mighty men is made red 


W 


tip 


The 


fcarlet. 

lightning 


: the valiant men are in 

* % 

They fhall feem like torches, they fhall run like the 

God is jealous; the Lord revengeth, and is furi¬ 


ous 


The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and 


the earth is burnt at his prefenc 

indignation 


Who can hand before his 


? And who can abide in the fiercen 



of his an- 


? 


Behold, I am again# thee, faith the Lord of hofts 


ger 

I will /trip thee of all .thy ornaments, 2 Take ye the fpoil of 
filver, take the fpoil of gold 

and glory out of all the pleafant furniture. She is empty, and 
void, and wafte. Nineveh is deftroyed 


for there is no end of the {tore 


{lie 


overthrown 


(he is defolate. a The gates of the rivers {hall be opened, and 

6 

the # palace fhall be diffolved. And Huzzab fhall be led a- 

up, and her maids fhall 


ay captive 


{he fhall b 


brou ght 

O 


lead her as with the voice of doves labouring upon their breafts. 
b I fee a multitude of {lain, and a great number of carcafles ; 

and there is no end of their corpfes ; they {fumble upon their 

• 

corpfes. f Where c is the dwelling of the lions, and the feed¬ 


ing-place of the young lions, where the lion, even the old 
lion walked, and the lion’s whelp, and none made them a- 
fraid: Where the lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, 

and ftrangled for liis lioneffes, and filled his holes with prey, 

* 

and his dens with rapine : d The Lord fhall delfroy AfTur. He 
ftiall depopulate that city, which was 


which was fo beautiful, and 
land where no man cometh, and into a defert. 


It fhall 


be a dwelling-place for wild beafts, and the birds of night fhall 
lurk therein. Behold, it fhall be faid, fee that proud city, 
which was fo {lately, and fo exalted *, which faid in her heart, 


v Nahum ii. 3, 4. x Chap. i. 2,5, 6. y Chap. iii. 5. 

2 Chap. ii. 9,10. a Chap. ii. 6. b Chap. iii. 3. 

c Chap. ii. 11. 13, d Zeplnin. ii. 13—15. 

* The author in this place renders it. Her temple is deftroyed to the founda-* 

tions. But I have chofen to follow our Englifh Bible, though in the Latin it is 

teniplum. 

t This is a noble imag-e of the cruel avarice of the Afiyrian kings, who pil¬ 
laged and plundered all their neighbouring nations, efpcaally Judea, and carried 
&*vay the fpoils of them to Nineveh, 
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’f. 


I am the only city, and befides me there is no other 


that pafs by her fhall feoff 


All they 


V; 


hillings and contemptuous geftures 


her, and fhall infult her with 


• ^ 




I,-. 


The two armies enriched themfelves with the fpoils of ft; 


«•* 


neveh 


and Cyaxares profecuting his vi&ories, made himfejf 


matter of all the cities of the kingdom of Affy 


« r 


except 





» * 


bylon and Chaldea, which belonged to Nabopolaffar 




\ 


**«. * • 

' % 


After this expedition Cyaxares died, and left his dominio 




• # • i 


his fon Aflyages 


m 

■ ‘ r.V 






■m 
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Astyages reigned thirty-five years. This prince is callef 




« * 


feripture Ahafuerus. Though his reign was very long. 




«* v* - 


'it ** • 




no 


lefs than thirty-five years, yet we have no particulars record 




* ».!>*» 


- 






ed of 


m 


hiftory 


\ 


He had two children, whofe names 


h 


v -4* 


w' 


famous, namely, Cy 




by his wife Ary 


9 


and Manda- 


■A 


by a former marriage. In his father’s lifetime he married 




> 


Mandana to Cambyfes, the fon of Achemenes, king of Perfia 


4 * 


From this marriage fprung Cyrus, who was born but one yea? 


<1 


after the birth of his 


Cy 


The latter fucceeded 


his father in the kingdom of the Medes 


I : 


Cyaxares II. 


Darius the Mede. 


This is the prince whom the feripture calls 


Cyrus, having taken Babylon, in conjun&ion with his 


Cyaxares, left it under his government. After the death of 


his uncle, and his father Cambyfes, he united the kingdomsof 


the Medes and the Perfians into one : In the fequel therefore 


of this difeourfe they will be confidered 


omy 


empire 


I fhall begin the hiftory of that empire with the reign of 'Cy 


rus; which will include alfo what is known of the reigns 

O 



his two predeceffors, Cyaxares and Aftyges. But I fhall pre 


vioufly give fome 


Croefus 


of the kingdom of Lydia, becaufe 


king, has a confiderable fhare in the events of 
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which I am to fpeak 
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CHAPTER IV. 


I 


The Hist or 


of the L YD IA NS. 


The kings f , who firft reigned over the Lydians, are by He¬ 
rodotus called Atyades, that is, defcendants from Atys. Thefe, 
he tells us, derived their origin from Lydus, the fon of Atys ; 
and Lydus gave the name of Lydians to that people, who be¬ 
fore his time were called Moeonians. 

Thefe Atyades were fucceeded by the Heraclidae; or de- 

/ 

fcendants of Hercules, who pofiefled this kingdom for the 
fpace of five hundred and five years. 

4 

s Argo, great-grandfon of Alcaeus, fon of Hercules, was the 
firft of the Heraclides, whp reigned in Lydia. 

The laft was 

Candaules. This prince was married to a lady of exquifite 

beauty 


* 


and, being infatuated by his pafiion for her, was per¬ 
petually boafting of her charms to others. Nothing would ferve 


him, but Gyg 


9 


of his chief officers, fhould fee, and judg 


of them by his own eyes; * as if the hufband’s own knowledge 
of them was not fufficient for his happinefs, or the beauty of 
his wife would have been impaired by his filence. The king 
to this end placed Gyges fecretly in a convenient place 5 but not- 
withftanding that precaution, the queen perceived him when 
he retired, yet took no manner of notice of it 5 judging, as the 
hiftorian reprefents it, that the mofl: valuable treafure of a wo¬ 
man is her modefty, fhe ftudied a fignal revenge for the inju¬ 


ry fhe had received; and 


punifh the fault of her hufband 


committed a ftill greater crime. Pofiibly a fecret pafiion for 
Gyges had as great fhare in that adtion, as her refentment 
for the difhonour done her. Be that as it will, fhe fent for 
Gyges, and obliged him to expiate his crime either by his own 
death or the king’s, at his own option. After fome remonftran- 

ces to n o purpofe, he refolved upon the latter, and bv the mur- 


f 


Herod 


13 


S A. M 


Ant. J. C. 1223 


voluptatum fuarum 


Ulri damnum pulchritudinis effet, Jufti 


prorfus quafi. filenti- 
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der of Candaules became mafler of his queen and his thron 






u •> 


By this means the kingd 


paded from the family of the 




Heraclidae into that of the Mermnades 




Archilochus, the poet, lived at this time, and, as Herod 


informs us, fpoke of this adventure of Gyges in his poems 


t *\\ 

' in 


: 


I cannot forbear mentioning in this place what is related b» 


• . i 


Herodotus, that amongft the Lydians, and almoft all other bar 




barians, it was reckoned fhameful and infamous, even forfa 


man to appear naked. 




Thefe footfteps of modehy, which art 


met with among!! pagans, ought to be reckoned valuable. 


r ’ - 

are afiured, that among the Romans, a fon, who was come-i 


the age of maturity, never went into the baths with his 


nor even a fbn-in-law with his father-in-law; and this m 


and decency were looked upon by them as a law of nature, tile 


violation whereof was criminal. It is adonifhing, that amongft 


magidrates take no care to prevent this diforder, which 


the midft of Paris, at the feafon of bathing, is openly com* 


mitted with impunity 


a diforder. fo 


ifibly contrary to tfy 


of common decency, fo dang 


to young perfons i 


both fexes, and fo feverely condemned by paganifm itfelf. 


Plato relates the dory of Gyges in a different 


'• • I 


Herodotus 


He tells us, that Gyges wore a ring, the done df 


which, when turned towards him, rendered him invifible: fo 


that he had the advantage of feeing others, without being feed 


lirmfelf 


and that by means of this ring, with the 


of th 




queen, he deprived Candaules of his life and 


This probably fignibes, that, in order to compafs his crim£ 


% 

nal defign, he ufed all the tricks and dratagems, the world calls 


iubtle and refined policy, which penetrates into the mod 




i • 


purpofi 


of other 


ithout making the lead clifcovery of. its 


• ► 


This dory thus explained 








of truth, than what we read in Herodotus 


\ 


!> 


' \ 
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* NoRro quidem more cum parentibus puberes filii, cum foceris generi, 


non 


lavantur 


magitlra et duce. Cic. ]. i. de oflic. n 


praefertim natural 


I 
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Cicero, after having related this fable of Gyges* famous 


ring, 


adds, # that if a wife man had fuch a ring, he would 


life it to any wicked purpofe *, becaufe virtue conftders what i 

* 

honourable and juft, and has no occasion for darkn efs. 

k G.YGES reigned thirty-eight years. The murder of Candau 

les raifed a fedition among the Lydians. The two parties, in- 

ftead of coming to blows, agreed to refer the matter to the de- 

cifion of the Delphic oracle, which declared in favour of Gy- 

ges. The king made large prefents to the temple at Delphos, 

which undoubtedly preceded, and had no little influence upon 

the oracle’s anfvver. Among other things of value, Herodotus 

mentions fix golden cups, weighing thirty talents, amounting 

to near a million of French money, which is about forty-eight 
thoufand pounds Sterling. 

As foon as he was in peaceable pofleilion of the throne, he 
made war againft Milctos, Smyrna, and Colophon, three powers 
ful cities belonging to the neighbouring dates- 

After he had reigned thirty-eight years, he died, and 
fucceeded by his fon. * 


was 


1 


Ardys reigned forty-nine ye 


ars. 


It was in the reign of 


this prince, that the Cimmerians, driven out of their country 

ent into Alia, and took the city 



Scythae Nomades 
•of Sardis, but not the citadel 


Sadyattes reigned twelve years. This prince declared 
againft the Mileiians, and laid liege to their 


city. In thole 

days the lieges, which were generally nothing more 'than block¬ 
ades, were carried on very flowly, and Jailed many years. This 

king died before ne had iinifhed that of IMiletos, and was fuc— 
cceded by his fon. 

Halyattes reigned fifty-feven years. This is the prince 
who made war againft Cyaxares, king of Media. He likewife 


n 


32,86. Ant. J, C. 718. Her. 1 . i. c. 13, 14 
3324* Ant. J. C. 680. Ibid. 1 . i. c. 15. 
3373 * Ant. J. 0.631. Ibid. c. 16, 22, 
3385. Ant. J. C. 619. Ibid. c. 21, 22. 


M 
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M. 


annulum 


fin on haberct. Honefta enira 

“•dcoffic. n . 38. 


fapiens, nihilo plus fibi llccre putet peccare* 

non occulta nuaeruntur. Lib. 
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drove tKe Cimmerians out of Alia. 



He attacked, and tool 


% 






the cities of Smyrna and Clazomenae. He vigoroully prof| 




cuted the war againft the Milefians, begun by his father; 




continued the liege of their city, which had laffced lix years uif 




der his father, and continued as many under him. 




V ‘ 


It ended 


m 


at length in the following manner : Halvattes, upon an anfw§ 


4* 




he received from the Delphic oracle, had fent an a 


***«■?.; 


-* v • 



into the city, to propofe a truce for fome months. Trafybulus 


l- 


tyrant of Miletos, having notice of his coming, ordered 








*• ■/ •. • 




v *« 







»» 




* 


corn, and other provilions, ahembled by him and his fubje& 




for their fupport, to be brought into the public market; 


9 * 







commanded the citizens, at the light of a lignal that 




given, to be all in a general humour of feafting and jollity. 



thing was executed according to his orders. The Lydian ant 


4 - 


balTador at his arrival was in the utmoft furprife to fee fndtj 




plenty in the market, and fuch cheerfulnefs in the city. 



< 






mailer, to whom he gave an account of what he had feen 


•» *• 


X 


y 




•'i. 


eluding that his project of reducing the place by famine would 


never fucceed, preferred peace to lb fruitlefs a war, and immfr 


diately raifed the liege. 


° Croesus. His very name, which is become a proverb, car¬ 


ries in it an idea of immence riches. The wealth of this prince^ 


to judge of it only by the prefents he made to the temple 



phos, mull have been excellively great. Moll of thofe prefents 


« . 

were Hill to be feen in the time of Herodotus, and were worth 


feveral millions. p We may partly account for the treafures 


f 




this prince, from certain mines that he had, lituated, accordi 




to Strabo, between Pergamus and Atarnes; as 


• % 


alfo from;® 




■ -*v%' * 

little river Pa£lolus, the fand of which was gold. But in Sp 


bob time this river had not the fame advantage. 


q This uncommon affluence, which is a thing extra 



did not enervate or foften the courage of Croefus. 


r 

V- 


it unworthy of a prince to fpend his time in idlenefs a 



ure. For his part, he was perpetualy in arms, made feveraw|| 


quells, and enlarged liis dominions by the addition of 







V.VtSt v 
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iap 


nia, 


> 


His court was the 


cup- 

J 

contiguous provinces, as Phrygia, Myfia, Paphlagonia, Bithy 

Pamphylia, and all the country of the Carians, Ionians 
Dorians, and -diolians. Herodotus obferves, that he was the 
firft conqueror of the Greeks, who till then had never been 

fubjeft to a foreign power. Doubtlefs he muft mean the Greeks 
fettled in Alia Minor. 

But, what is ftill more extraordinary in this prince, though 
he was fo immenfely rich, and fo great a warrior, yet his chief 
delight was in literature and the fciences. 
ordinary refidence of thofe famous learned men, fo revered 
by antiquity, and diftiiigttifhed by the name of the Seven Wife 

Men of Greece. 

Solon, one of the moft celebrated amongft them, after 
having eftabiifhed new laws at Athens, thought he might ab- 
fent himfelf for fome years, and improve that time by travel 
ling, fie went to Sardis, where he was received in a manner 
fuitable to the reputation of fo great a man. The king, at¬ 
tended with a numerous court, appeared in all his regal pomp 
and fplendor, dreffed in the moft magnificent apparel, which 
was all over enriched with gold, and glittered with diamonds. 
Notwithftanding the novelty of this fpectacle to Solon, it did 
not appear that he was the leaft moved at it, or that he utter¬ 
ed a word which difeovered the leaft furprife or admiration; 

t 

on the contrary, people of fenfe might fufhciently difeern from 
his behaviour, that he looked upon all this outward pomp, as 


indication of a little mind, which knows 


in 


what 


greatnefs and dignity confifts. This coldnefs and indifFerei 
in Solon's firft approach, gave the king no favourable opini 
of his new gueft. 

He afterwards ordered all his treafures, his magnificent 


partments, and coftlv fur 


fliould be fhowed him;, as if 


he expected by the multitude of his fine veffels, diamonds, fta- 
tues, and paintings, to conquer the philofopher’s indifference. 
But thefe things were not the king* and it was the king that 

Solon av 
Palace. 


come to vifit. and not the A\ r alls or chambers of his 


He had no notion of making a judgment of the king 


T olunie II. 

4 

Ker. 1. i, Ci 29 
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eftimate of his worth, by thefe outward append^, 


I 


by himfeif, and his own perfonal qualit 


Were we 





f. ;* v 




at prefent by the fame rule, we fhould find many of ot« 
men wretchedly naked and defolate. 

When Solon had feen all, he was brought back tp the 

Croefus then alked him, which of mankind 
he had found the moft truly happy. €C 




i * 




V 


y 


in all his 

9 

One Tellusf’ 




Solon 


of Athens 



a 


who had lived all his days without indig 


very honeft and good 


y 


cc 


had alwi 


€C 




*c 


feen his country in a flourilhing condition, had children fc 
were univerfally efteemed, with the fatisfa&ion 
thofe childrens’ children, and at laft died glori 
ing for his country.” 

in which gold and filver were 



Such 


anfwer 


this 


ac¬ 


counted as nothing, feemed to Croefus to argue a ftrange igiy*. 
ranee and ftupidity. However, as he flattered himfeif of be- 
ing ranked in the fecond degree of happinefs, he afked hk 


<U 


Who, of all thofe he had feen, was the 


« Tellus 


Solon anfwered 



<C 


“ Clephis and Biton, of Argos, 
“ two brothers, * who had left behind them a perfect patten 

“ °f fraternal affection, and of the refpect due from children 

to their parents. Upon a folemn feftival, when their m 

ther, a prieffcefs of Juno, was to. go to tlie temple, oxeii 

that were to draw her not being ready, the two fons put 

themfelves to the yoke, and drew their mottheris chariot thi 


*c 


cc 




u ther, which was above five miles diftant 


€4 




All the mothers 

/ 

ongratulated th 


€C 




€€ 




0 

of the place, ravifhed with admiration, < 

prieftefs on the piety of her fons. She, in the tranfports of 
her joy and thankfulnefs, earneftly intreated the god dels to 
reward her children with the befi; thing that heaven cangi^ 
to man. Her prayers were heard. When the facrificeM 
over, her two fons fell afleep in the very temple 


€C 


died f 



foft and peaceful dumber. In honour of 


i 


4 C 


piety, the people of Argos confecrated fiatues to. them 


« - *.« 
** f r- 
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pie of Delph 


ir 
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‘frihccS'shpug x, piXopcnrcpocg Scccftpcvrag avfpocg* 

f The fatigue of drawing the chariot might be the caufe of* 
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u What then,” fays Croefus, in a tone that fhowed his dif- 
content, “ you do not reckon me in the number of the hap- 

? /J Solon, who was not willing eithei* to flatter, or exaf 


py 


perate him any further, replied calmly : « King of Lydia, be 
“ fides many other advantages, the gods have given us Gre 
“ dans a fpirit of moderation and referve, which has produ 
ff ced amongft us a plain, popular kind of philofophy, accom 


a 


panied with a 


generous freedom, void of pride or 


oftentation, and therefore not well iuited to the 


of 


iC kings: This philofophy, confidering what an infinite nuffl- 
“ ber of viciflitudes and accidents the life of man is liable to, 
iC does not allow us either to glory in any profperity we enjoy 
“ ourfelves, or to admire happinefs in others, which perhaps 
“ may prove only tranfient or fuperficial.” From hence he 
took occafion to reprefent to him further, “ That the life of 


man feldom exceeds feventy years, which make up in all fix 
thoufand two hundred and fifty days, of which two are not 
exactly alike; fo that the time to come is nothing but a fe- 
ries of various accidents which cannot be forefeen. 


d he 


There 

man can be efteem 


« 


fore, in our opinion,” continue 

ed happy, but he whofe happinefs God continues to the end 
of his life: As for others, who are perpetually expofed to a 
thoufand dangers, we account their happinefs as uncertain. 


the crown is to 


U 


perfon that is ftill engaged in battle 


and has not yet obtained the vidtory.” Solon retired, when 


he had fpoken theft words 
Croefus, but not to reform him 


which ferved 


nly to mortify 


^Lfop, the author of the fables, was then at the court of 
this prince, by whom he was very kindly entertained. 


d 


u 


them 


entertained. He was 
the unhandfome treatment Solon received, and 

; f i6 Solon, we muft either not 
• fpeak things that are agreeable 
plied Solon, 66 that we ftiould ei- 


faid to him, by way of ad\ 

(( _ 


come near princes at all 


(C 


Say rather 


>9 


iij 


t 


r Jiri,ir<x G w vvItBrurag Sz tov KpoTcrov. 

v ^°^ Uv ( J ?w) rc7g fict<7i\Eucri Szi dg »Kira. $ dg mF/ra ofj.iXuv. 

. <TEV ) VKira y> cog dtiig-a.. The iinirle of the words 


< (f/tev) au’ mircc il 

' Vhlch is a beauty in the origin 
cr ed into any other language 


Kai o 'Xohav, 


«/ 


becaufe 


fenfe 
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ther never come near them at all, or elfe fpeak fucH ; 
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as may be for their good. 
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In Plutarch’s time, fome of the learned were of 




that this interview between Solon and Croefus did 


ith the dates, of chronology 


But as thofe dates are 




'j •• 


. s* 

- T * r 


veiy 


K 


uncertain, that judicious author did not think this objeft 


* 


ion 


r 

ght to prevail againft the authority of feveral credible writ 




ers, by whom this ftory is attefted. 


v 




4 ** 


4 

What we have now related of Croefus is a very natural pic 


ture of the behaviour of kings and great men, who, for the 


moft part, are feduced by flattery 5 and ihows us at the fame 


time the two fources from whence that blindnels generally pro. 


ceeds. 


The one is, a fecret inclination which all men have, 


but efpecially the great, of receiving praife without anypre 


and of judging favourably of all that admire them 


fliow an unlimited fubmiflion and complaifance to their hu¬ 


mours. 


The other is, the great refemblance there is between 


flattery and a flneere affection, or a reafonable refpe&j which 


is fometimes counterfeited fo exactly, that the wifeft mayk 


deceived, if they 


very much upon their guard 


Croefus, if we judge of him by the character he bears inhif* 


tory, was a very good prince, and worthy of efleem in manjf 


refpe£ls. 


He had a great deal of good-nature, affability, anil 


humanity. His palace was a receptacle for men of wit and learn' 




ing; which fhows, that he himfelf was a perfon of learning, 


« 

< • 


and had a tafte for the fciences. 


His weaknefs was, that he laid 


a great ftrefs upon riches and magnificence, thought himff 


great and happy in proportion to his pofiefiions, miftook regal 


I** * 


pomp and fplendor for true and folid greatnefs. 


a 


nd fed his 


I * * 

* ft 


vanity with the excefllve fubmifiions of thofe that flood 


/ • 

♦ 


V *'■ Y. 


kind of adoration before him 


>{ 




Phofe learned men, thofe wits, and other courtiers, who 


rounded this prince, eat at his table, partook of his 


■A 


V t 


4 J 
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♦ '■ 


I -ft 


fhared his confidence, and enriched themfelvcs by his 


- ' 


. 4 


V 


and liberality, took care 


differ from the pr 




.t 


A * 


and 


thought of undeceiving him, with refpedl to his 


.— 
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faffe id 


as. 


On the contrary, thev made it their 
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jiefs to cherifh and fortify them in him, extolling him perpe 
tually as the moft opulent prince of his age, and never fpeak 


g of his wealth 


the magnificence of his 


palace, but 


terms of admiration and rapture; becaufe they knew this was 
the fure way to pleafe him, and to fecure his favour. For flat¬ 
tery is nothing elfe but a commerce of falfehood and lying, 
founded upon inter eft on one fide, and vanity on the other. 
The flatterer delires to advance himfelf, and make his fortune; 
the prince to be praifed and admired, becaufe he is his own firft 


flatterer, and carries within himfelf 


more fubtle and better 


prepared poifon than any adulation gives him. 

That faying of iEfop, who had formerly been a Have, and 
retained fomewhat of the fpirit and character of flavery. 


ftiil 


though he had varniftied it ov 
ful courtier; that faying of his 


with the addrefs of 
I fay, 


fliould either not come near king 


> to Solon, fc That we 

, or fay what is agreeable 
“ to them,” ftiows us with what kind of men Croefus had fil¬ 
led his court, and by what means he had banifhed all fmcerity 
integrity, and duty, from his prefence. Therefore we fee he 
could not bear that noble and generous freedom in the philo- 
fopher, upon which he ought to have fet an infinite value; 
he would have done, had he but under flood the, worth of 


9 


as 


a 


the 


friend, whp, attaching himfelf to the perfon, and not to 
fortune of a prince, has the courage to tell him difagreeable 


truths; truths unpalatabje, and bitter 


felf-love at the pre 


fent, but that may prove very falutary and ferviceable for the 

quod volunt audire, fed quod audifle 


future 


Die illis 


Temper volent,” Thefe are Seneca’s own words, where he 
is endeavouring to fhow, of what great ufe a faithful and fincere 

friend may be to a prince; and what he adds further, feems to 

Give him” fays he, whole- 

once reach thofe ears. 


be writ on purpofe for Croefus 


fome advice 


Let 


word of truth 


vhicli are perpetually fed and entertained with flattery. You 

I iij 

Pknas aures adulationibus aliquando vera vox intret: da confilium utile. 
er i s j quid felici praeftare poflis? Effice, ne felicitati fuae credat. Paruni in 

cuff* 1 C ° ntU ^ er ^ S ’ ^ ^ f em el ftultam fiducium permaniurae Temper potentiae cx- 
1 ls > docueiifque mobilia efle quae dedit cafus; ac faepe inter f&rtunam muxi- 

ct ultiniam nihil intereffe. Sen. de Benef, 1 . vi, c. 33. 
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cc 
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# 

will afk me, what fervice can be done to a per fan arrived^ 
the higheft pitch of felicity ? It will teach him not to trufi i a 
his profperity; it will remove that vain 


confidence 


has 


cc 


CC 


CC 


cc 


cc 


in his power and greatnefs, as if they were to endure for 
ver; make him understand, that everything which belong 
to and depends upon fortune, is as unftable as herfelf j and 

that there is often but the fpace of a moment between t 

ft 

higheft elevation and the moft unhappy downfal.” \ 


s It was not long before Croefus experienced the truths of 

He had two fons ; one of whom- 


what Solon had told him. 


being dumb, was a perpetual fubjedt of affliction to him; the 

other, named Atys, was diflinguifhed by every good quality, 

and his great confolation and delight. The father dreamedone 

night, which made a great imprefiion upon his mind, that this 

beloved fon of his was to perifh by iron. This became a new 

fource of anxiety and trouble, and care is taken to remove out 

of the young prince’s way every thing made of iron, as parti-' 
fans 


, lances ? javelins, &c 


No mention is made of armies* 
wars, or fieges, before him. But one day there was to be an 
extraordinary hunting-match, for. the 



of 


a wild boar 


All 


which had committed great ravage in the neighbourhood* 
the young, lords of the court were to be at this hunting. Atys 
very earneftly importuned his father, that he would give him 



leave to be prefect;, at leaf!: as a fpedtator. The king 

requeft, but let him go under the care 


not refufe him that 


of a difcreet young prince, who had taken refuge in his €( 
and was named Adraftus. And this very Adraftus, as he 


aiming 


to fling his javelin- at the boar, unfortunately killed! 
It is impofiible to exprefs either the affliction of thefa- 


Atys. 

ther, when he heard of this fatal accident 
prince, the 


of the 


author of the murder, who 



fault with his blood, Stabbing himfelf in the breaft with 
own fword, upon the funeral-pile of the unfortunate Atys 


"is 




Two yea 


fpent on this occafion in deep mourning* 


-A 


the afflicted father’s thoughts being wholly taken up with 


-T- 


lofs he had fuftained 


% * • 

But the growing reputation, and greal 


-V < + ' 


S 


\ 


Her, I. i. c. 34 


AS 


1 Ibid. c. 46 


56* 


< 

' / * s - 


- J 


* 

• * * ft. 

^ y 




historic op Tti£ lydiasis. 


* 3 ? 


Chap• IF* 

«# 

qualities of Cyrus, who began to make himfelf known, rout¬ 
ed him out of his lethargy. He thought it behoved him to 
put a hop to the power of the Perfians, which was enlarging 

itfelf every day. As he was very religious in his way, he would 

♦ 

never enter upon any enterprife, without confulting the gods* 
But, that he might not a& blindly, and to be able to form 


a certain judgment on the anfwefs he 



receive, he 


was willing to allure himfelf before hand of the truth of the 
oracles. For which piirpofe, he fent meffengers to all the moll 
celebrated oracles both of Greece and Africa, with orders to 
inquire, every one at his refpe&ive oracle, what Croefus was 

, before agreed on. His 
orders were punctually obfbrved^ and of all the oracles none 

gave a true anfiwer but that of Delphos. The anlwer Was given 

* - # , 

iti Greek hexameter vCrfes, and ^Was in fubffarice as follows: 
'* I know the number of the grains of fand on the fea-fhore, and 


doing on fuch a day, and fuch an 



the meafure of the ocean’s vaft extent. 


I 


hear the 


“ dumb, and him that has not yet learned to fpeak. A ftrong 
u fmell of a tortoife boiled in brafs, together with flieep’s flefh, 
u has reached my noffrils, brafs beneath, brafs above.” And in¬ 
deed the king, thinking to invent fome thing that could not pof- 
fibly be gueffed at, had employed himfelf, on the day and hour 
fet down, in boiling a tortoife ana lamb in a brafs pot, which 
had a brafs cover. St. Auftin bbferves in feveral places, that 
God, to punifh the blindnefs of the pagans, fometimes per¬ 
mitted the devils to give anfwers conformable to the truth. 

Croefus, thus allured of the god’s veracity, whom he defign- 
£d to confult, offered three thoufand victims to his honour, and 
ordered an infinite number of veffels, tripods, and golden ta¬ 
bles, to be melted down, and converted into ingots of gold, to 
the number of an hundred and feventeen, to augment the trea- 
fures of the Delphic temple. Each of thefe ingots weighed 
at leaft two talents ; befides which, he made feveral other pre- 
fents: Among!! others, Herodotus mentions a golden lion, 
Sighing ten talents, and two veflels of an extraordinary big- 
n efs, one of gold, which weighed eight talents and an half, and 
twelve minasj the other of filV^fV which contained fix hundred 

I * • • • 
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of the meafures called ampl 


Both 


/r.iTv'f f*.. 
1 * tS-. 




**. 


raw 



• - 

All thefe prefents, and maJ 


ny more, which for brevity’s fake I omit, were to be feen in the 




- 


time of Herodotus 


* * 


The meffiengers were ordered to confult the god upon two 
points ; fir ft, whether Croefus fhould undertake a war againft 
the Perftans ; fecondly, if he did, whether he fhould require 


the fuccour of any auxiliary troops 


The oracle anfwered uih 


on the firft article, that if he carried his arms againft the Per 
flans, he would fubvert a great empire ; upon the fecond, that 
he would do well to make alliances with the moft powerfulftates 
of Greece, ..He confulted the oracle again, to know how long 
the duration of his empire would be. The anfwer was; fhould 
fubfifl till a mule came to poflefs the throne of Media; which 
he conftrued to fignify the perpetual duration of his kingdom. * 
Purfuant to the direction of the oracle, Croefus entered into 

f 

at that time had Pififtratus 

■ « 

at their head, and with the Lacedemonians, who were 
ably the two moft powerful ftates of Greece. 





A certain Lyd 


Croefus 

fays he 


much efteemed for his prudence 


this occalion, very judicious advice 


cc 


him. 


, gave 
O prince,” 


cc 


cc 


why do you think of turning your arms 


cc 


gainft fuch a people as the, Perfians, who being born 




IV' 


wiki. 


gged country. 


cc 


inured from their infancy 


.v, 


U 




<C 




very kind of hardfliip and fatigue, who being coarfely clad^ 

and cparfely fed, can content themfelves with bread andwa-i 

ter ; who are abfolute ftrangers to all the delicacies and 
conveniencies of life j who, in a word, have nothing to lofe, if 
you conquer them, and every thing to gain, if they conquer 



you 


> and whom it would be very difficult to drive out of ou: 
country, if they fhould once come to tafte the fweets and ad 




fi 


u 


** * a; t i 

* 

l K*‘ 




a 


a 


vantages of it ? So far therefore from thinking of beginning 
a war againft them, it is my opinion we ought to thank the 
gods, that they have never put it into the heac}s of the Per 
fians to come and attack the Lydians.” 


> 


> i 

i.* 

» V 


r 

. i 
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But Croefus had 


. r' '•»* 


ken his refolution, and would not be diverted from it. 
What remains of the hiftory of Croefus will be found 


r* . 

• «* 
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* i.-ft 

ivj 
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that! 


cf Cyrus, which 


am now going to beg 
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BOOK FOURTH. 



THE 


FOUNDATION OF THE EMPIRE 


OF THE 


PERSIANS AND MEDES, by CYRUS 


Containifig the Reigns of 


CYRUS, CAMBYSES, AND SMERDIS THE MAGU^ 



PLAN. 

three reigns will be the fubietfl-matter 


L11C 1UUJCCL-Inalter oi tne iourtn book, But as the two 
latter are very fhort, and contain few important fa&s, this booh, properly fpeak- 

•__L __IT _ J A. TT*A r ^ J * 


Hiftory 
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CHAPTER I. 

The History of Cyrus. 

% 

hiftory of this prince is differently related by Herodo 


tus and Xenophon. I follow the latter, as judging him infl- 
uitely more worthy of credit in this refpea: than the former. 
As to thofe fa£b> wherein they differ, I fhall briefly relate what 
Herodotus fays of them. It is well known, that Xenoohon 


It 


ell known 


that Xenopl 


ferved a long time under Cyrus the younger, who had 


his 


troops 


great number of Perftan noblemen 


hom 


doubtedly this writer, conftdering how curious he was. 
often converfe, that he might acquaint himfelf by thefe n 
with the manners and cuftoms of the Perfians, with their 


was. did 


quefts 

prince 


he propofed 


general, but more particularly with thofe of the 
ho had founded their monarchy, and whofe hiftory 


This he tells 


himfelf, in the beg 


| n g of hi s Cyropaedia; “ Having always looked upon this great 
man as worthy of admiration, I took a pleaftire to inform 


<C 


that 




myfelf G f his birth, his natural temper and education, tha 
* might know by what means he became fo great a prince 

aj id heiein I advance nothing but what has been told me. 



• , *r 
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As to what Cicero fays, in his firft letter to his brother 


tus. 


SC 


That # Xenophon’s defign, in writing the hiftory of Ck 


(C 


rus, was not fo much to follow truth, as to give a model of 


sc 


a juft government f this ought not to leften the authority 


of that judicious hiftorian, or make us give the lefs credit to 


what he relates. All that can be inferred from thence is, that 


. t 


# 

the defign of Xenophon, who was a great philofopher, as tfeff 


great captain, was not merely to write Cyrus’ hiftory, but 


to reprefent him as a model and example to princes, for their 


* 

inftruclion in the arts of reigning, and of gaining the love of 


their fubjedls, notwithftanding the pomp and elevation of their 


ftations. With this view he may poflibly have lent Jiis hero 


fome thoughts, fome fentiments, or difcourfes of his 


■ 4 - 


own. 


But die fubftance of the fadls and events he relates 


Y 



: j ^ ■ 

deemed true ; and of this their conformity with the holyfcrip. 


of itfelf a fufficient proof. The reader may fee the diflcr- 


of the Abbot Bannier upon this fubjeft in the w Memoirs 


of the Academy of Polite Literature* 


For the greater clearnefs, I divide the hiftory of Cyrus into 


three parts. The fir ft will reach from his birth to the 



Babylon : The fecond will comprehend the defcription 



fiege, and the taking of that city, with every thing elfe 


* -'at* 



• * 




lates to that great event : The third will contain that prmed 


hiftory, from the taking of Babylon to his death. 


i 
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ARTICLE I. 


The History of Gyrus, from his Infancy to the Siege 4 


Babylon . 




This interval, befides his education, and the journey 



to his grandfather Aftyages in Media, includes the 


v*<A'i 



I. 
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paigns of Cyrus, and the important expeditions 


£ 


them. 
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Cyrus ille a Xenophonte, non ad hiltoriae fidem fcriptns, fed ad elBgieii 



# . J 


imperii 
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BISTORT OF CTRUS. 
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SECTION I. 

* 

Ctr us f Education, 


Cyrus x was tlie fon of Cambyfes, king of Perfia, and of Man- 
dana, daughter of Aftyages, king of the Medes. y Pie was bom 
one year after his uncle Cyaxares, the brother of Mandana. 

The Perfians confided at this time of twelve tribes, and in¬ 
habited only one province of that vaft country, which has fince 
borne the name of Perfia, and were not in all above one hun 
dred and twenty thoufand men. But this people having after¬ 
wards, through the wifdom and valour of Cyrus, acquired the 
empire of the eaft, the name of Perfia extended itfelf with their 
eonquefts and fortune, and comprehended all that vail: track 
of land, which reaches from eaft to weft, from the river Indus 
to the Tigris ; and from north to fouth, from the Cafpian fea 
to the ocean. And ftill to this day the country of Perfia has the 


fame 


Cyrus was beautiful in his perfon, and ftill 


the qualities of his mind 


* 

lovely for 


was of a very fweet difpofition, full 


of good-nature and humanity, and had a great defire to learn 
aud a noble ardor for glory. He was never afraid of any dan 
ger, or difcouraged by any hardfhip or difficulty, where honou: 
was to be acquired. He was brought up according to the law; 
and cuftoms of the Perfians, which w-ere excellent m tkofe davs 


> 


2 


1 refipe<ft to education. 

The. public good, the common benefit of the 


was 


The education of 


the only principle and end of all their laws, 
cnildren was looked upon as the moft important duty^ and the 
moft efiential part of government: It was not left to the care 

’ rs anc ^ mothers, w-hofe blind afFecftion and fondnefs of- 


of fath 


render them incapable of that office; but the ftate took 


ttpon themfelves 


Boys w-ere all brought up in common, after 


uniform manner 


where every thing was regulated, the 


place and length of their exercifes, the times of eating, the qua 
Jhy of their meat and drink, and their different kinds of pu 


Bdhment 


The only food allowed either the children 




Xen. Cyrop. 1*1. p. 3. 

2 Cyrop. 1. i. p. 3 


8 , 


? A, M. 3405. Ant, J. C. S 99 * 



*40 


HISTORY 



was 


m 


young men, was bread, crefles, and water; for tlielr defi 

to accuftom them early to temperance and fobriety : 
fides, they confidered, that a plain frugal diet, without an^ 
mixture of fauces or ragoos, would ftrengthon the body, an! 
lay fuch a foundation of health, as would enable them to uni 
dergo the hardfhips and fatigues of war to a good old age. 

Here boys went to fchool, to learn juftice and virtue^ as 




■t - 


they do in other places to learn arts and fciences 


and the! 


crime moft feverely punifhed amongft them, was ingratitude^ 
The dcfign of the Perllans, in all thefe wife regulations, was,: 
to prevent evil, being convinced how much better it is to pre* 
vent faults, than to punifli them: And whereas in other Hates 
the leghlators are fatisfied with eftablifhing punifhments for, 
criminals, the Perllans endeavoured fo to 
no criminals amongft them. 


* 


order 


> 


have 


i 




Till lixteen or feventeen years of age, the boys remained 
the clafs of children; and here it was they learned to drawt 
bow, and to fling the dart or javelin ; after which they wc 


in 


received into the clafs of young 


In this they were more. 


narrowly watched, and kept under, than before; becaufe that 
age requires the narroweft infpe&ion, and lias the greateft need 
of reftraint. Here they remained ten years ; during which time 
they palled all their nights in keeping guard, as well for the 
fafetv of the city, as to inure them to fatigue. In the day-time; 
they waited upon their governors, to receive th 
tended the king when he went a-hunting, or in 
ielves in their exercifes. 


f 

■ 




sir orders, , 
proved the 


Ihe third clafs conflfted of men grown up, and formed;, and 
this they remained five and twenty years. Out of thefe all 

in the troops, and all fuch 


the officers that were to command in 
as were to fill the different pofts and employments in the 



Vv 


were chofen 


obliged to carry arms 


When they were turned of fifty, they werenot 


of their own country 


A 


• ■ *••• 


Befides thefe, there was a fourth or laft clafs, from 

men of the greateft wifdom and experience were chofen 

forming the public council, and presiding in the coujl 
dicature. 


<: •> 
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By this means every citizen might afpire at the chief poffcs 
in the government $ but not one could arrive at them, till. he 
had palTed through all thefe feveral clafTes, and made himfelf 
capable of them by all thefe exercifes. The dalles were open 
to all; but generally fuch only, as were rich enough to main¬ 
tain their children without working, fent them thither. 

z Cyrus himfelf was educated in this manner, and liirpafled 
all of his age, not only in aptnefs to learn, but in courage and 
addrefs in executing whatever he undertook. 



SECTION II. 

Cmus' Journey to his Grand fay her As wages, and his 

Return into Persia. 

When Cyrus was twelve years old, his mother Mandana took 
him with her into Media, to his grandfather Allyages, who, 
from the many things he had heard faid in favour of that young 
prince, had a great delire to fee him. In this court young Cy¬ 
rus found very different manners from thofe of his own coun- 

Pride, luxury, and magnificence reigned here univerfal- 
Aftyages himfelf was richly clothed, * had his eyes co¬ 


try 



loured, his face painted, and his hair embellifhed with art! 
cial locks. For the Medes affedted an effeminate life, to be 
drelfed in fcarlet, and to wear necklaces and bracelets; where- 


A1I 


as the habits of the Perfians were very plain and coarfe. 
this finery did not affect Cyrus, who, without criticifing or con¬ 
demning what he faw, was contented to live as he had been 


brought 


w 

up, and adhered to the principles he had imbibed 


frpm his infancy. He charmed his grandfather with his fpright 


* 


z Cyrop. 1 . i. p. 8 


12 . 


Hr 


off the 


This artifice was much in ufe amongr 


to their complexions, ufed to form their eyc-brows into perfedl arches, and to 
colour them with black. To give the greater luflre to their eves, thev made 

their eye-lallies of the fame blacknefs. 

the Hebrews. It is faid of Jezebel, “ Depinxit oculos fuos ftibio.” 2 Kings ix. 

i his drug hud an aftringent quality, which fhrunk up the eye-lids, and 

the eyes appear the larger, which at that time was reckoned a beauty, 
1 ~ ^ 

l11 *’ c. 6, From hence comes that epithet, which Homer fo often srives 


o. 




odd 


j 
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linefs and wit, and gained every body’s favour by his noble 

engaging behaviour. I fhall only mention one inftance, wherji 
by we may judge of the reft. 

Aftyages, to make his grandfon ur 


.'i 
$ 
Wt 7 ' 

f *.i « 


( 


K: 


-f 


made 


a 


fumpt 


entertainment 


plenty and prqfufion of every thing that 


' ♦ t '? 

willing to return home 

- Vj 

which there was a vaft 




cate. All this exquiti 


Cyrus looked upon with great indifference 
Aftyages to be furprifed: « The Perfians 


was nice and deli. 

cheer and magnificent preparation 


at which obfervfog 

%s he to the king* 

<c inftead of going fuch a round-about way to appeafe their 

hunger, have a much fhorter to the fame end; a little 
bread and crefles with them anfwer the purpofe 






cc 


33 


A ftyages 


deliring Cyrus to difpofe of all the meats as he thought fit 


latter immediately diftributed them to the 


king 


waiting; to one, becaufe he taught him to ride 


officers in 
o another. 


becaufe he waited well upon his grandfathe 
becaufe he took great care of his mothe 

cup-bearer, was the only perfon to whom he gave nothin 


and to a third, 
Sacas, the king’s 


This officer, befides the poft of cup-bearer, had that 


of introducing thofe who were 


likewife 


have audience of the king 


j 


and as he could not poflibly grant that favour to Cyrus as often 
as he defired it, he had the misfortune to difpleafe the prince, 
who took this occafion to fhow his refentment. Aftyages tef- 
tifying fome concern at the neglefl: of this officer, for whom 
he had a particular confideration, and who deferved it, as he 

account of the wonderful dexterity with which he 


faid 


ferved him 


cc 


tc 




fufficient to merit 
obtain it 


he 


Is that all, papa ?” replied Cy: 


if that be 


9 


33 


• favour, you fhall fee I will quickly 
foi I will take upon me to ferve you better than 


Immediately Cy 


equipped 


advancing gravely with a ferious coi 
his fhoulder, and holding the cup 

finders. 


as a cup-bearer, and 

af 

enance, a napkin 

• J 

cely with three of his 



he prefented it to the king with a dexterity 



. ..... 

• . «’ -s 

If. 


grace, that charmed both Aftyages and Mandana. When he 

ie, he flung liimfelr upon his grandfather’s neck, and 


* I 


had do 


killing him, cried out with great joy 




* 

O Sacas, poor Sacas* 


* « 
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Chap- 

(s t kou art undone; I fliall have thy place.” Aftyages embraced 


hitn with great fondnefs, and faid, c < I am mighty well pleafed, 
(( m j dear child: Nobody can ferve with a better grace; But 
a you have forgot one eftential ceremony, which is that of 


« tailing*” And indeed the cup-bearer was ufed tp put fome 
of the liquor into his left-hand, and to tafte it, before he pre- 
fented it to the king: “ No,” replied Cyrus, it was not 


< 


thro’ forgetfulnefs that I omitted that ceremony. 




« 


Why 




« then,” fays Aftyages, t( for what reafon did you do iti” 
« Becaufe I apprehended there was poifon in the liquor 
Poifon, child ? How could you think fo ?” 


C 





J 


poifon, 

c papa; for not long ago, at an entertainment you gave to the 
< lords of your court, after the guefts had drank a little of that 


1 liquor, I perceived all their heads were turned; they fung, 
( made a noife, and talked they did not know what: You 
‘ yourfelf feemed to have forgot you were king, and they, that 
‘ they were fubie&s; and when you would have danced, you 




could not ftand upon your legs. 


>y 


<c 


Why,” fays Aftyages, 


< 


have you never feen the fame thing happen to your father.?” 
c No, never,” fays Cyrus. What then ? How is it with, 
him when he drinks ?” w Why, when he has drank, his 


c 


‘ thirft is quenched, and that is all.” 

We cannot too much admire the fkill of the hiftorian, in his 
giving fuch an excellent leflon of fobriety in this ftory: He 


— b ht have done it in a ferious grave way, and have fpokent 
with the air of a pliilofopher; for Xenophon, as much a warrior 
as he was, yet was he as excellent a pliilofopher as his mafter 
Socrates. But inftead of that, he puts the inftruclion into the 
mouth of a child, and conceals it under the veil of a ftory, 
which in the original is told with all the wit and agreeable- 

efs imaginable. 

Mandana being upon the point of returning to Ferfia, Cyrus 
joyfully complied with the repeated inftances his grandfather 


had made to him to ftay in Media; being deftrous, as he faid, to 
perfedl himfelf in the art of riding, which he was not yet maft- 

ter °f, and which was not known in Perfta, where the barreh- 
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iiefs of the country, and 



craggy mountainous fituatioii$|f 


dered it unfit for the breeding of horfes 

| | F 

During the time of his refidence at this court, his behavi 


v': 


‘A 


hi • 


'M 

4 



procured him infinite love and efteem 
officious, beneficent, and generous 


He was gentle 


ns* 

V 

-‘UvV 

oaf- 


■> 
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Whenever the young 1 0 | 

had any favour to alk of the king, Cyrus was their fblicitjf 
If the king had any fubjeft: of complaint againfi: them, (\jl| 


was their mediator 


their affairs became his 


and he 



m^n^g^d them fo well, that he obtained whatever he defired 
When Cyrus was about fixteen years of age, the fon of 


1" 


• I 




king of the * Babylonians, this was Evil-Merodach, fon 
buchadnezzar, at a hunting-match a little before his marriagt, 
thought fit, in order to fhow his bravery, to make an irruptidi 


the territories of the Medes 


4 * ► • 


take the field, to oppofe the invader 


which obliged Aftyages to 


Here it was that 



having followed his grandfather, ftrved his apprenticelhipjj 


war 


He behaved himfelf fo well on this occafion 


victory, which the 
chiefly owing to his 


Medes gained over the Babyl 


that 'tfe 




'i 


m 

' i. *• . 


• 


The year after, his father recalling him, that he might £ 


-r 


plilh his time in the Perlian exercifes 


« > 


he departed 


, r*- 

• , V* 




mediately from the court of Media, that neither his fathef 




ght have 


any room to complain of his 


his country 

Phis occafion fhowed how much he was beloved 

parture he was accompanied by all forts of people, youn 
old. 


r .»* 



At his de- 


-A 





horleback 



A ftyages himfelf conducted him a good part of hisiouraef 

and when the fad moment came, that they mull 

part, the whole company were bathed in tears. 4 ' 

% 

Thus Cyrus returned into his own country, and re 
the clafs of children, where he continued a year long 
companions, after his long refidence in fo voluptuous 

of the Medes, expected to find 
change in his manners : But when they found that heffl 


His 




that 







▼ 

'v. 


a 


A. M. 3421. Ant. J 


583. 


‘ c* 


4 : 


♦ V . ^ 

*rvi 



In Xenophon this people are always called Aflyrians; and in truth 
Auyrians, hut AlTyrians of Babylon, whom we mufi not confound withtfio 

XT ' __ . . 1 1 r _ ' V H 

ave feen already, was utterly deltroyed by then% 



Nineveh, the capital thereof 


/ .V 
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* 

content with their ordinary table, and that, when .he was pre- 
fent at any entertainment, he was more fober and temperate 

than any of the company, they looked upon him with new ad- 

\ 

miration. 

From this firfi: clafs he pafi*ed into the fecond, which is the 
dafs of youths \ and there it quickly appeared, that he had not 
his equal in dexterity, addrefs, patience, and obedience. 

Ten years after, he was admitted into the mens clafs, where¬ 
in he remained thirteen years, till he fet out at the head of the 


Perlian army, to go to the aid of his uncle Cyaxares 


SECTION III. 

The First Campaign of Cyrus > who goes to fuccour his 

Uncle Cyaxares againjl the Babylonians . 

Astyages 15 , king of the Medes, dying, was fucceeded by his 
fon Cyaxares, brother to Cyrus* inother. Cyaxares was no 
fooner in the throne, but he was engaged in a terrible war. 
He was informed,»that the king of the Babylonians, NeriglifTor, 
was preparing a powerful army againft him, and that he had 
already engaged feveral princes on his fide, and amongft others, 
Croefus, king of Lydia; that he had likewife fent ambafladors 
to the king of India, to give him bad impreflions of the Medes 
and Perfians, by reprefenting to him how dangerous a clofer 
alliance and union between two nations already fo powerful 
might be, fince they could in the end fubdue all the nations 
around them, if a vigorous oppofition was not made to the pro- 
grefs of their power. Cyaxares therefore difpatched ambafla¬ 
dors to Cambyfes, to defire fuccours from him; and ordered 
them to bring it about, that Cyrus fhould have the command of 
the troops his father was to fend. This was readily granted. 
As foon as it was known, that Cyrus was to march at the head 


The 


my confifled of 


yet 


°f the army, the joy was univerfal. 

thirty thoufand men, all infantry, for the Perfians had 

no cavalry* but they were all chofen men, and fuch as had been 

railed after a particular manner. Firfi of all Cyrus chofe out 
Folume 77 . 


K 


b 


M 


J. C- 560. Cyrop 


27 
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of the nobility two hundred of the braveft officers 


• ‘ 'Cr-'-vCy 




which was ordered to chufe out four more of 



■\lr*W 


which made a thoufand in all 


and thefe were 



were called # 'o /xon^ot, and who fignalized themfelves afS 

H A - t I - 


V: 


wards fo glorioufly upon all bccafions 


' *• ‘ Vfi 


fand was appointed to raife among the people 


Every one of this tho^ 


V 


IV 




pikemen 


fling 


and ten bowmen; which 


the whole to one and thirty thoufand men 



“ 2 ;* 

"Vv v; 


Before they proceeded to this choice, Cy 


make a fpeech to the two hundred officers, whom 



« 4 |r 

highly praifed for their courage, he infpired with the ft r qii|| 


alTurance of vi&ory and fuccefs 


a 


them 


Do you know 


V V4*v 

A M .1 > 


a 


a 


the nature of the enemy you have to 





SC 


They are foft, effeminate, enervated men, already half elf 




v« 


quered by their own luxury and voluptuoufnefs 




able to bear either hunger or thirfl j. equally 


(c 


fupporting either the toil of 


or the 


a 



u 


whereas you, that are inured from your infancy to 


:***?••• 



and hard way of living 




SC 


are but the fauce, and the 


you, I fay, hung 


and 



SC 


nly fauce to your meals. 


* - ‘ 


tigues are your pleafures, dangers your delight, and the love 


€f 




your country and of glory your 


a, 


thejuftice of 


nly paffi 


caufe 


is 



a 


They are the aggrefTors 


another confiderable advantag 


1 


SC 


and it is 


It is the enemy that attacks 




,vv;. 




>> 


V 


if 


friends and allies that require our aid. 


•V 









cc 


any thing be more juft, than to repel the injury they would 


bring upon 


v- 


CC 


Is there any thing more honourable, than 


fly to the affiflance of our friends 


j 


* • r 


But what 




SC 



♦ * 




be the principal motive of your confidence is, that I do not 






’• i 


> r 

- V t 




* 4 


SC 


vr 


v — 1 : 


CC 


engage m this expedition, without having firft confulted tie 


'.it**: 








gods 


'a: 




SC 


, and implored their protection \ for you know it/is n$ 

■CVflttK 


SC 


cuftom to begin all my actions, and all my undertaking 




that manner 


C 


Soon after, Cyrus fet out without lofs of 


time 


\ 


fore his departure, he invoked the gods of the country 



C 


M 


Ant. J 


I 

« >«; * 

• '«• > y- r 
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at 


Men of the fame dignity 



• ln» 
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For his great maxim was, and <ie had it from his 


father, That a man ought not to form any enterprife, great or 
fmall, without confulting the Divinity, and imploring his pro¬ 
tection. Cambyfes had often taught him to confider, that the 
prudence of men is very fhort, and their views very limited ; 
that they cannot penetrate into futurity; and that many times 


that they cannot penetrate into futurity; and that many times 
what they think mult needs turn to their advantage, proves 
their ruin; whereas the gods, being eternal, know all things, 
future as well as palt, and infpire thofe they love, to undertake 
what is moll expedient for them ; which is a favour and a pro- 


te&ion they owe to nc 
voke and confult them 


man 


and grant only to thofe 'that 


Cambyfes accompanied his fon as far as the frontiers of Per 
fia; and, in the way, gave him excellent inftructions concern, 


« 

ing the duties of the general of an army 


Cyrus thought him 


feif ignorant of nothing that related to the bufmefs of war, af- 
ter the many leflons he had received from the moft able ma£ 


of that time 


cc 


him. u 


Have your mafters 




fays Cambyf 


U 


U 


i given you any inftructions concerning oeconomy, that is 
) fay, concerning the manner of fupplying an army with all 
eceflary provifions, of preventing ficknefs, and preferving 


the health of the foldiers $ of fortifying their bodies by 
frequent exercifes, of exciting a generous emulation amongft 
tnem; of making yourfelf obeyed, efteemed, and beloved by 
your foldiers ? Upon each of thefe points, and upon feveral 


«C 


ii 


u 


others mentioned by the king, Cyrus owned he had never 
heard one word fpoken, and that it was all entirely new to him 
* ^at is it then your mafters have taught you ?” “ They hav< 
taught me to fence,” replied the prince, « to draw the bow. 


What is it then your mafters have taught you 




camp. 


tc 


tau ght me to fence,” replied the prince, « to draw the bow, 
t0 flmg the javelin, to mark out a camp, to draw the plan 
t a fl° r tiflcation, to range troops in order of battle, to re¬ 
view them, to fee them march, file oft*, and encamp.” Cam- 

yfes, finding, gave his fon to underftand, that they had taught 
ini nothing of what was moft material and eftential for a gek>d 
0 cer , and an expert commander, to know: And in one ftngle 

converfation, which certainly deferves to be well ftudied by all 
^ 0un g gentlemen deflgned for the army, he taught him infi- 

Kij 


. oung gentlemen defigned foi 


the 
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tely more than all the celebrated mafters had done 




4 \ 




m 





courfe of feveral years. I fhall give but one fhort inftancc of 


this difcourfe, which may ferve to give the reader an idea of 


the rpft 




4 / 


_ « 

The queftion was, what are the proper means of making th 


foldiers obedient and fubmiflive 


ti 


fays Cyr 


The way to effect that 


i < 


feems to be very eafy, and very 


. 4 ^?. 
# H- - 






it is m 




- 




ss 


ly to praife and reward thofe that obey, to punifh and 


* .. k 


.v* 


St 


fuch 


fail 


in their duty 


77 


it 


You fay well 







v-~ 


A 


w r 




M 


» 4 


77 


ed Cambyfes j “ that is the 


repli 


ti 


way to make them obey you b? 


force*, but the chief point is to make them obey you 


* ♦ 
t>L‘. 


tt 



d freely. Now, the fure method of effeCling this is, to con, 


4 


ti 


thofe you command, that you know better what 


.*.*• v 





•j 




* •* 


tt 


their advantage, than they do themfelves : For all md 


v 


4 • . * 




•— ■ 

* 


it 


kind readily fubmit to thofe, of whom they have that opi 


7 4. . 


m % 


<s 


nion. 


This is the principle, from whence that blind 




4 . 7 . * 




• \ 


a 


mifhon proceeds, which you fee flck perfons 



pay 


* r 



4 * 1 


- - 


it 


phyfi 


i~ vV 


y 


avellers to their guide, and a fhip’s company to 


ti 


the pilot. Their obedience is 


v* 


m $ 

ily founded upon their 


ss 


perfuafion, that the phyfician, the guide, and the pilot 




all more fkilful and knowing in their refpeCtive calling 





V 


cc themfelves 


But what fhall a man do 


Y 


99 


father 


fays Cyrus to his 


4 ♦ 


it 


to appear more fkilful and expert than 



st 


He mull really be fo,” replied Cambyf 


J 

* • 

and in order to 


t" 


it 


be fo 


he mu ft apply liimfelf clofely to his profeffion, dili 


St 


gently ftudy all the rules of it, confult the moft able and 


ti 


experienced mafters, negleCt no circumftance that may 






it 


tribute to the fuccefs of his enterprifes \ and, above 


■) 




e 


St 


muft have recourfe to the protection of the gods, from whom 


st 


alone we receive all our wifdom, and all our fuccefs 


f 


\ \, ! 


* * 


As foon as Cyrus had reached Cyaxares, the firft thin 


f *. r 


did, after the ufual compliments had pafled, was to inform 



4 “ 


felf of the quality and number of the forces on both fades 


* ■ ■ f * i 


appeared, by the computa 




a 


de of them, that the 





4 / 


my amounted to two hundred thoufand foot, and fixty 


/tv 




fand horfe 5 and that the united armies of the Medes 



‘ a* - 








a Cyrop.l. ii. p. 38—40. 
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flans fcarce amounted to half the number of foot ; and as to the 


cavalry, the Medes had not fo many by a third 


inequality put Cyaxares in terrible fears and perplexit 


This great 


He 


think of no other expedient, than to fend for another bo¬ 
dy of troops from Perfia, more numerous than that already ar¬ 
rived. But this expedient, befides that it would have taken 


But this exped 
much time, appeared in itfelf imprafticable 


diatly propofed 


Gyrus imme 


3 


more fure and more expeditious, which 


was, that his Perfian foldiers fhould change their arms 


As 


they ch iefly ufed the bow and the j avelin, and confequently their 

manner of fighting was at a diftance, in which kind of engage¬ 
ment the greater number was eafily fuperior to the lefier; Cy¬ 
rus was of opinion, that they Ihould be armed with fuch wea¬ 
pons, as Ihould oblige them to come to blows with the enemy 

immediately, and by that means render the luperiority of their 
numbers ufelefs. 

ftantly put in exe 


This project was mightily approved, and 


b Cyrus eftablifhed a wonderful order among the troops, and 
infpired them with a lurprifing emulation, by the rewards he 
promued, and by his obliging and engaging deportment to¬ 


ds all 


As for money, the 


give 


nly value he fet upon it was 


away 


He was continually making prefents 


other, according to their rank, or their merit; to one a buck 


hr, to another a Iword 


ly acceptable 




fomething of the lame kind equal 


By this generality, this greatnefs of foul, and 


eneficent difpofition, he thought a general ought to diftinguifh 
imfelf, and not by tlie luxury of his table, or the richnefs .of 

is clothes, and fall lefs by his haughtinefs and imperious de¬ 


meanour. 


A commander could 


5 * 


« 




he faid, “ give adhial 


u 


a 




a 


u 




proofs of his munificence to every body, and for that very 

reafon he thought himfelf obliged to convince every .body,, of 
his inclination and good-will; for though a prince' might ex- 
hauft his treafures by making prefents, yet he could not in¬ 
jure lumfelf by benevolence and humanity; by being fincere- 
ly concerned in the good or evil that happens to others, and 
y making it appear that he is fq.” 




C >’ ro P- l-ii.p-44. 
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One day, ( as Cyrus was reviewing liis army, 


came to him from Cy 



acquaint him, that fome 




bafiadors being arrived from the king of the Indies, he ddW 


» , 


<: r 


his prefence immediately 


1 C 




(( 


For that purpofe, lays he, « j 


€C 


have 'brought you a rich garment, for the king defireiyqf 




v 


would appear, magnificently drefied before the Indians 


<c do the nation honour 


99 


Cyrils lofi: not a moment’s 







M. 


but inftantlyTet out with his troops. 



wait 


\ i . r.v.’.v 




though without changing his drefs, which was very plain 


ter thePerfianiafhion, and not, as the * 



— w 

luted or fpoiled with any foreign ornament 


at firfi: 


little; dtfpleafed 


If I 





purple/’ fays Cyrus, “ and loaded myfelf with bracelets*! 


.,4 




« 


«c 


chains of gold, and with all that, had been long 


•' f »* • ^ » 

t 

' : V 


fhould I have done you more honour, than I do now 



•%.1Vv4 


a 


expedition, and the fweat of my face 





cc 


world fee with what promptitude 


<c 


obeyed 


99 


• 4 



Cyaxares, iatisfied 'with this anlwer, ordered the Indian 






■a. - • 



*C: 


' t 


?♦ - 


bafiadors to. be introduced 


* * 

The purport of their fpeech 


mm 

- :& 


' 5 . 


* ~ > 

. * # r (« 






that they were fent by the king their matter, to learn the cafe 


V f 


' 4 V* 


ft 


’A 




of the war between the Medes and the'Babylonians; andrfljf 


V 


they had .orders, as foon as they heard what the Medesdhonld 




;v.. 


fay, to, proceed to the court of Babylon, to know what motives 




»»*■ 


r 

rst 


they had to allege oil their part; to the end that the king tlf' 


0 - 


f * 




matter, after having examined the reafons on both fides, mig® 


take part with thofe,-' who had right and juftice on their £de 


J) -I 


TMs is making a noble and glorious ufe of great power 



ihftuenced r only by jdftice, :to confult no advantag 






divifion of neighbours., but to declare openly 


TV* 




4 


ggreflor, in favour of the injured party. Cy 



A'Si 



a-nfwered, they had given the Babylonians 


plaint 


and that they willingly 



• "'Eft 


-4 





. ')&' 






d Cyrop. 1 . viii p, 56* 
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Ev r» ITe^ct/vm wfiv T t ttSgia-ftziv. A fine expreillon, but not to 


etl into any other language with the fame beautv. 
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king of India. It appears in the fequel, that he declared for 
Medes. 

‘The king of Armenia, who was vaffal to the Medes, look¬ 
ing upon them as ready to be fwallowed up by the formidable 
league formed againft them, thought fit to lay hold oh this 00 
cafion to fhake off their yoke. Accordingly he refufed to pay 
them the ordinary tribute, and to fend them the number of 
troops he was obliged to furnifh in time of war. This highly 
embarraffed Cyaxares, who was afraid at this jun&ure of bring¬ 
ing new enemies upon his hands, if he undertook to compel the 
Armenians to execute their treaty. But Cyrus, having inform¬ 
ed himfejf exactly of the ftrength and fituation of the country, 
undertook the affair. The important point was to keep his de 

He 


fign fecret, without which it was 


likely to fucceed 


therefore appointed a great hunting-match on that fide of the 
country ; for it was his cuftom to ride out that way, and fre¬ 
quently to hunt with the king’s fon, and the young noblemen 

On the day appointed, he fet out with a nume- 


of Armenia 


rous retinue. The troops followed 


diftance, and were 


appear, till a fignal was given. After fome days hunt 


mg, when they were come pretty 


the palace where the 


court relided, Cyrus communicated his defign to his officers ; 

and fent Chryfanthes with a detachment, ordering them to make 

themfelves maffers of a certain fteep eminence, where he knew 

the king ufed to retire, in cafe of an alarm, with his family and 
his treafure. 

This being done, he fends an herald to the king of Arme 

fummon him to perform the treaty, and in the mean 
time ordered his troops to advance. Never was court in greater 
furprife and perplexity. The king was confcious of the wrong 

xrt it. How- 


ma 


3 


he had done 


and was not in a condition to fupp 


all 


he did what he could to affemble his forces together from 
quarters; and in the mean time difpatched his youngeft fon. 


called Sabaris, into the mountains, with his wives, his daugl 

ters > and whatever was moil precious and valuable. But when 
he was informed by his fcouts, that 


c y 


t 


3447 - Ant. J. C. 517. Cyrop. 1 . ii, p. 58 


was coming upon 

K iiij 

61. et 1. iii. p. 62—70. 
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their heels 


> 



he entirely loft all courage, and all thought* of 
making a defence* The Armenians, r ” ’ * ' ‘ ' 

ran away, every one where he could, to fecure what was dear 
eft to him. Cyrus, feeing the country covered with people* thaj 
were endeavouring to make their eftape, lent them word, thai 



V 

£ 

'6 


harm fhould be done them 


if they ftaid 


.* 1-1 



» V.4 4 


•v. 


but that as many as were taken running away, fhould be treaS 


T 

• i- 4 \. 

.. 4 .-- 
- 


*•' ♦ 




•V 

K-S 


■« 


* r ^ 

ed as enemies. This made them all retire to their habitation^ 
excepting a few that followed the king. 

On the other hand, they that were conducing the princefl§ 
to the mountains, fell into the ambufh 

for them, and were moft of them taken prifoners 

the king’s fon, his daughters, his el deft fon’s wife, andhistrea 
fures, all fell into the hands of the Perfians 





& 


; s. 


. ' 7« 

and not knowing 


3 



The king, hearing this melancholy news, 
what would become of him, retired to a little eminence 
he was prefently invefted by the Perfian army, and obliged.to 
furrender. Cyrus ordered him, with all his family 
brought to the midft of the army. At that very inftant 


XX 

4 k 

* v 


*: 


M 

•• v • 

> or 





-V. 


f > 


,V 




ed Tig 




the king’s eldeft fon, who was juft returnedfront 


fW* 

x 

v< % v 

. 4 * • 


I s 


journey. At fo moving a fpe&acle he could not 


weeping 


Cy 


addrefling himfelf to him, faid 


5 


Ci 



€ C 



it 


you are come very feafonably to be prefent at 
your father.” And immediately he aiiembled the captainf 


of the Perfians and Medes ; and called 
of Armenia 




' ' *' * j 

alfo the great men 


▼ 

Nor did he fo much as exclude the ladies, front 

* 4* 

♦ * \ 

this aflembly, who were there in their chariots, but gave tKem 
full liberty to hear and fee all that paffed. k 

When all was ready, and Cyrus had commanded filence,?li)? 


began with requiring of the king, that in all the queftioc 

going to propofe to him, he would anfwer fincerelj 



f -« 

*«%«•> 

|v* s . 

*• r a 

V A 


• % 


* 


• «• /• 




was 





caufe nothing could be more unworthy 



than to ufe diftimulation or falfehood 


would 


The king promifed 




* 




Then Cyrus afked him, but at different 


- ~ J - — xxxxxxy Lytic ai U.1JO.C1CI1L times, |««r,; 

poling each article feparately and in order, whether it was not; 


Vr- 









XX 
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* I 


true, that he had made 


war 


gainft Aftyages, king 



■*:vv 

*• 


y 


X V‘ J - - 

Medes, his grandfatner; whether he had not been overcome 

. M •• #4 • k 


that war, and 


74 - # 





HISTORY OF CYRUS. 


*53 


Chap* !• 

# 

treaty with Advages ; whether by virtue of that treaty lie was 


obliged to pay 


tribute, to furnifh a certain num 


ber of troops, and not to keep any fortified place in his 


trv 


? 


It was impofiible for the king to deny any of thefe fa£ts 




which were all public and 


For what reafon then 


ontinued Cy 


> 


C£ 


have you violated the treaty 


every ar 


“ tide ?” “ For no other,” replied the king, “ than becaufe I 

♦ 

« thought it a glorious thing to fhake off the yoke, to live free 


and to leave my children in the fame condition 


ff 


glo 


yy 


y 


anfwered Cy 


It is realty 




fight in defence of liberty 


But if any one, after he is reduced to fervitude, fhould at^ 
tempt to run away from his mailer, what would you do with 
him ?” “ Imuficonfefs,” fays the king, “ Iwould punidihim.” 


And if you had given a government 


of your fubj e£ts 


and he fhould be found to commit maiverfations, would you 


him in his poft 


)) 




ther in his plac 


No certainly; I would put 


yy 


“ And if he had amafied great riches 


by his unjud practices 


I would ftrip him of them 


« 


a 


But, which is ftill worfe, if he had held ii 
your enemies, how would you treat him 
lhould pafs fentence upon myfelf,” replied the king, u I muft 

: I would put him to death.” At thefe 


telligence with 

Though I 


declare the truth 


words Tigranes tore his tiara from his head, and rent his gar 

ments: The women burd out into lamentations and outcries 
as if fentence had actually paffed uoon him. 


Cyrus haA 


himfelf 




again commanded filence, Tigranes addrefied 


the prince to this effect 


CC 


Great prince, 


you 




think it confident with your wifdom to put my father to 


death, even againft your own filtered 


(6 


(( 


mtered 


a 


a 


replied Cyr 

pable of doing you ferA 


How againd my 




yy 


Becaufe he was never fo ca 
How do you make that ap 


« 


pear; do the faults we commit enhance our merit, and give 


confideration and favour 






They 


Cf 


a 


tainly do, provided they ferve to make us wifer. For of 
eftimable value is wifdom 
drefs tn 




be compared to it ? Now, it 


Are either riches, courage, or ad 


ident 


fingl 


day’s experience has infinitely improved my father’s wifdam 
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H 



« 


knows how dear the violation of his word has cofhhiS 


He has proved and felt how much you are fup 






CC 


all refpe&s. He has not b 


able to fucceed 


CC 


his defigns; but you have happily accomplifhed 


(t 





and with that expedition and fecrecy, that he has found]||t 


« 


& If furrounded, and taken, before he expe&ed to be adait 


ed 


* e fnare him 


and the very place of his retreat has ferved only 


* - * % a 






» tx 




^ *i*i 

m 




v 




if 


But your father,” replied Cyrus, « has yetij| 


dergone no fufferings that can have taught him wifdom. 


The fear of 




anfwered Tig: 


when it is io 


£ 

* lliT"-' * 








If 


founded as this is, has a much fharper fting, and 









If 



If 


able of piercing the foul, than the evil itfelf. Befides, .pJf 


me to fay, that gratitude is a ftronger, and more prev 


If 


If 


motive, than any whatever : And there can be no oblig 


the world of a higher nature, than thofe you will 


Cl 



my father. His fortune, liberty, fcepter, life, wivestai 


Cl 


Cl 


children, all reftored to him with fuch a generofitiy 






$ w 


_ i 


r • 

m 





II 


can you find, illuftrious prince, in one fingle perfon, fb Aa 


A • 


A*! 


ftrong and powerful ties to attach him to your fervice 


• • i 

V ‘ft. 
•• • & w 


Well then 




> 


Cl 


eplied Cyrus, cc turning to the king 


> /'Ki 


yield to your fon’s entreaties, with what number 


CC 


and what fum of money, will you a ill ft us in the war 


(€ 


the Babvl 




My troops and treafui 


n 


menian king 




(S 


are 


longer mine; they 


<1 



ely 


J V 


• ♦ r 



* 


raife forty thoufand foot 


f't 


and 


tc 


and 


ght thoufand hbrfe 


*V\ 
• M 

* H 

I * 

r 


as to money, I reel 




W 

including the treafure 


* < 



CC 


’•V •* 

my father left me, there are about three thoufand talenS 


CC 


ady money. All thefe are wholly at your difpofal 


-j*'5* 





accepted half the number of the troops, and left 




* r« 



the other half, for the defenc 




Cfialdeans 


with whom he was 


of the country 



war. The annual 


which was due to the Medes he doubled, and inftead of 


talents exa&ed an hundred, and borrowed the like fum 




A 


VVi. 


.h. 


and above in his own 


But what would you give 


* i" 

V 

I 1 

v A'Vfl 

k 



YtVv ' 




Vi 






* i 


i* -frr-. 


v' 


* 


Xenoph 



4 9 r- 


h VU. c. 36. and Strabo, 1 . xvi. p. 739 Riles them fo. The Chaldeans Wfef 


this place were a people adjoining 


'•fvX-* 



Chaff !• 


dded Cy 
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for the ranfom of your "wives 


I have in the world,” 

ranfom of your childr 


anfwered the kino- 

O 


*55 

“ All that 

And for the 


The fame thing 


” (< From 

this time then you are indebted to me the double of all 


your pofteili 


? 


And you. Tig 


you redeem the liberty of y 


lady 




what price would 
Now he had but: 


lately married her, and 


paftlonately fond of her 


« 


At 


“ the price,” fays }ie, “ of a thoufand lives, if I had them.”: 
Cyrus then conduced them all to his tent, and entertained 
them at fupper. It is eafy to imagine what tranlports of joy 

there mud have been upon this qccafion. 

♦ 

After fupper, as they were difcourfing upon various fubje&s 
Cyrus aiked Tigranes, what was become of a governor he had 
often feen hunting with him, and for whom he had a particu- 


i 


lar efteem 


se 


Alas 


77 


fays Tig 




lie 


“ dare not tell you by what accident I loft,him/ 
fing him to tell him; “ My father,” continued Ti 


O 


(( 


nore ; and I 
Cyrus pref- 
■anes, “ fee- 

ing I had a very tender affection for this governor,' and that 
I was extremely attached to him, was jealous it might be of 
lome ill confequence, and put him to death. But he was 
fo honeft a man, that, as he was ready to expire, he fent 


« 




« 


for me, and fpoke to me in thefe words 

my death occafion any difajfeB 
father . 


T?g 


let not 


you 


cc 


towards the king your 
What he has dene to me did not proceed from malice , 

nly from prejudice , and a falfe notiofi wherewith he was 


'ihappily blinded , 


77 


O the excellent man!” 




forget the laft advice he gave you 


cried Cy 


7 > 


When the converfation was ended, Cyrus, before they p 
ed, embraced them all, as in token of a perfect reconciliati 
This done, they got into their chariots, with their wives. 


and 


went home full 


Cyrus 

dom. 


of gratitude and admiration. Nothing but 


was mentioned the whole way; fome extolling his wif- 
others his valour, fome admiring the fweetnefs of his 
temper, others praifing the beauty of his perfon, and the 


rnajefty 0 f J lis 


mem 




And 


you 


97 




fays Ti 


addreft. 


a 


> ^ m Celf to his lady, “ what do you think of Cyrus 5 afpe<ft 

aiJ d deportment?’ 5 e< 


I do not know 


plied the ladv 






% 

* 
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u 


did not obferve him 


Upon what object then did 


" your eyes ?” 


CC 


ct 


Upon him that faid he would give 
fand lives to ranfom my liberty.” 

The next day, the king of Armenia fent prefents 
and refrelhments for his whole army, and brought 
ble the fum of money he was required to furnifh. 



b- 






reft 



took only what had been ftipulatea, 

‘ The Armenian troops were ordered to be ready in t&i 
days time, and Tigranes defired to command them 

I have thought proper, for feveral reafons, to give fo ciri 

; though I have fo far 


: * 






'Uj y. 


w 

■W. 

■ • *<• 

* • *: 

t <;* • 




cumftantial 


of this affair 




4 




k A f t . 


bridged it, that it is not above a quarter of what we 
it in Xenophon. 

In the firft plac< 





r > 




may ferve to give the reader 


' * 

• >> -,fe 


-notiofi 


•* t 


•. '•* i. 

1 •* * * 

and excite curiofitv$I 


of the ftile of that excellent hiftorian, 

confult the original, whole natural and unafie£led beauties'aif 

lufficient to juftify the lingular efteem, which perlons of good 
talle have ever had for the noble iimplicity of that author/ 


Tb mention but one inftance : What an 
modefty, and at the fame time, what a 
and delicacy of thought are there, in the 


wife, who has no eyes but for her hufband! 


idea 


wonderful 



/ 1 





1 


4 . 





» 


- * 


In the fecond pi 


thofe fhort, clofe 




and prellin 


* ♦ 


rotations 

O 


▼ 

( each of which, demand a diredt, precile anlwer from 
the king of Armenia, difcover the difciple and fcholar of So? 
crates, and Ihow in what manner he retained the talle of his 


mailer. 




Belides, this relation will give us fome idea of the judgment 
that ought to be formed of Xenophon’s Cvropedia; 
fiance of which is true, though it is embellilhed with, fevera] 








circumilances, added by the author, and 
to grace his inftrudtive leffons, and the excellent rules he laf 

down upon government. Thus much therefore in the 

* 

we are treating of is 





* * •« 

♦ r 




real 


The king of Armenia having 

fufed to pay the Medes the tribute he owed them, Cyrus at 
tacked him fuddenly, and before he fulpedled any deligni 
gainll him, made himfelf mailer of the only fortrefs he lM 
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Chap. I- DISTORT 

and took his family•prifoners 


Distort of ctrus- 


l S 7 


obliged him to pay the ufual 


tribute, and to furmfh his quota of troops; and after all fo 
won upon him by his humanity, and courteous behaviour, that 
he rendered him one of the faithfulleft and moft^afte&ionate 


furnifh his quota of troops 


allies the Medes ever had 


The reft 


inferted 


nly by way 


of embeliiihment, and is rather to be afcribed to the hiftorian 
than to the hiftory itfelf. 

I fliould never have found out myfelf, what the ftory of the 
governor’s being put to death by Tigranes’ father fignified, 
though I was very fenfible it was a kind of enigma, and %u- 


of fomething elfe 




A perfon of quality, one of the 


greateft wits and fineft fpeakers of the laft age, who was per¬ 
fectly well acquainted with the Greek authors, explained it to 
me many years ago, which I have not forgot, and which I take 


be the true meaning of that enigma 


He fuppofed Xeno 


phon intended it as a pi&ure of the death of his mafter Socra¬ 
tes, whom the ftate of Athens became jealous of, on account 
of the'extraordinary attachment all the youth of the city had 
to him; which at laft gave occafion to that philofopher’s con¬ 
demnation and death, which he fuffered without murmur or 

complaint. 

In the laft place, I thought it proper not to mifs'this oppor¬ 
tunity of manife fting fuch qualities in my hero, as are not al- 


al 


ways to be met with in perfons of his rank 


fuch 


by 


dering them infinitely more valuable than all their military vir¬ 
tues, would moft contribute to the fuccefs of their deftgns. In 
moft conquerors we find courage, refolution, intrepidity, a ca¬ 
pacity for martial exploits, and all fuch talents as make a noife 
m the world, and are apt to dazzle people by their glarino- 




outlide: But an inward ftock of goodnefs, compaflion, and gen 
tlenefs towards the unhappy, an air of moderation and refervi 
even in profperity and vidlory, an infinuating and perfuafivi 


i_ v ’ * or - - 

enaviour, the art of gaining people’s hearts, and attaching them 
to him more by afFe&ion than intereft; a conftant, unalterable 
care always to have right on his fide, and to imprint. fuch a 


imprint. fuch 


de Comte de TrefviUes. 



M 


S» 
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character of juftice and equity upon all his condutt 





3 


enemies are forced 


his 






-• V 




and 


* 



> 


laftly, fuch a clemency^ 


diftinguilh thole that offend through imprudence rathe* fit 


malice, and to leave room for their repentance, by giving th|| 


opportunity to return to their duty: Thefe are qualities 


found in the moft celebrated conquerors of antiquity, but Ihl 



moll confpicuoufly in Cy 


# r 






> 




* * 


To return to my fubjett 


c 7 


before he 







quitted * 1 


king of Armenia 


willing to do him fome 



This king was then at war with the Chaldeans, a nei 


warlike people, who continually haralTed his country by 


inroads, and by that means hindered a great part of his 



On* 


* zs 


I 


from being cultivated 


Cy 



after having exactly inform^ 


himfelf of their charatter, ftrength, and the lituation ofthS 


ftrong-holds, marched againft them. On the fir ft 


of his approach, the Chaldeans poffefled themfelves of the 



minences to which they 


accuftomed to retreat. 


left them no time to aflemble all their forces there, but 


ed 



attack them direttly. The Armenians, whom he hi 


made his advanced guard 


) 


immediately put to flight 


petted no other from them, and had only placed 


there, to bring the enemy the fooiier to an engagement 


indeed, when the Chaldfeans came to blows with the Perfa 



1 


r 


they were not able to ftand their ground, but were 




*, i 




feated 





A great numbef- were taken prifoners, and the rdl 


• f 


were fcattered and difperfed 


loners, alluring them he was 


t~yrus himfelf Ipoke to the pji- 


their country, but 


come to injure them 


& ♦ 


•* v 




grant them peace upon reafonabl 




terms, and to fet them at liberty. Deputies Wer 





lent to him, and a peace was concluded. For the better 


-. ~ 


rity of both 


and with their common confent,- G 


caufed 


fortrefs to be built upon an eminence 



5 


which' c'pH 

.rVM v ‘j 


manded the whole country; and left a good garrifon 


which was to declare againft either of the two nations 



Ihould violate the treaty 


A’*—v}. , l 

+ r **S. 
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♦ . 

Cyrus, under landing that there was frequent commerce and 

communication between the Indians and Chaldeans, defired 

that the latter would fend perfons to accompany and condu& 
his ambaflador, whom he was preparing to fend to the king of 
India. The purport of this e mb ally was, to defire fome fuc- 
cours in money, from that prince, in behalf of Cyrus, who 


wanted 


for the levying of troops 


Periia, and promifed 


that, if the gods crowned his defigns with fuccefs, that poten¬ 
tate fiiould have no reafon to repent of having affifted hirru 


He was glad to find the Chaldeans ready to lecond his requefi, 
which they could do the more advantageoufly, by enlarging 
upon the chara&er and exploits of Cyrus. The ambafiador fet 
out the next day, accompanied with fome of the moft confi- 


derable perfons of Chaldea, who were dire&ed by their mafier 
to a 61 with all pofiible dexterity, and to do Cyrus* merit all 


pollible juftice. 

_ _ _ / 

The expedition againfi the Armenians being happily ended 

Cyrus left that country, to rejoin Cyaxares. Four thoufand 
Chaldeans, the braved: of the nation. attenrlerl hi m • on/1 


attended him 


and the 


king of Armenia, who was now delivered from his enemies, 
augmented the number of troops he had promifed him: So that 
he arrived in Media, with a great deal of money, and a much 
more numerous army, than he had when he left it. 


SECTION IV. 


Tie Expedition of Cyaxares and Cyrus againjt the 


Babylonians 


The First Battle* 


ft 

OTH paties s had been employed three years together in form 

* 1 • ^ O 

mg their alliances, and making preparations for war. Cyrus 


finding their troops full of ardor, and ready for a&ion, propof- 
to Cyaxares his leading them again# Afiyria. His reafons 
for it were, that he thought it his duty to eafe him, as foon as 
pofiible, of the care and expence of maintaining two armies; 


Pofiible, of the 

that if Wprp h, 


nd expence of maintainin 


were better they fhould 


the 


ene my 


countrv. 


M.3448. Ant. J. C.556 
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than Media; 

Afiyrians, might be capable of fpreading 

my, and at the fame time inlpire their own with the 
confidence; that, laftly, it was a maxim with him 
ways been with Cambyfes, his father, that 

much depend upon the number, as the valour of troops 
axares agreed to his propofal. 


* 




that fo bold a ftep, as that of going to 
ght be capable of fpreading a terror in theiifl 


* . *•<*; h fUv 

to a _ jfc-Ki 






*• 



As foon therefore 


they be 


the cuftomary facrifices were 


• V v^ 
r 

i 


their march 


Cy 



in the name of the wS 

i >/ *!£■ 


army, invoked the tutelary gods of the empire 

them to be favourable to them in the expedition they had 



dertaken 


accompany them, conduct them 


* # • ■ 


r\\ K J, 


* 



nfpire them with fuch a meafure of courage and prudence® 


effary, and 


fhort 


blefs their arms 




rity and fuccefs. In adling thus, Cyrus put 
excellent advice his father had given him 
ending all his actions, and all his enterprifes, with 
And indeed he never failed, either before or after an 
ment, to acquit himfelf, in the prefence of the whole 
of this religious duty. When they were arrived on 


; - 








of Afly; 




was Hill their firft: care to pay their hoioig: 


the gods of the country, and to impl 


their 


and fuccour 



After which, they began to make incurfions iiif 


v««. 

< i' • 

«. 1. .* ,* • 


the country, and carried off a great deal of fpoil 

Cyrus, underftanding that the enemy’s army was about tel 
days journey from them, prevailed upon Cyaxares to advance 
forward, and march up to them. TVhen the armies 
within fight, both Tides prepared for battle 
were encamped in the open country; 

cuftom, which the Romans imitated afterwards 


came 

jv-; 


I * •• A- - 


and 


acc 


paffed and fortified their camp with a large ditch, 
the contrary, who?was glad to deprive the enemy, 
poflible, of the fight and knowledg 

army, covered his troops with feveral little hills 
Several days nothing was done on either fide 
and obfbrving one 



•v:#? 
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v N * 


another 


At length a numerous 





^ i a ^ 


the Afiyrians moving firft out of their camp, Cy: 
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.Chap- !• 

* 

with his troops to meet them. But before they came within 
reach of the enemy, he gave the word for rallying the men. 


which was, 


* « 


c 


Jupiter, prote&or and conductor*” He then 
aufed the ordinary hymn to be founded, in honour of Caftor 

and Pollux, to which the foldiers, full of religious ardor, Swf&J?, 

* 

anfwered with a loud voice. There was nothing in Cyrus* 
army but cheerfulnels, emulation, courage, mutual exhorta¬ 
tions to bravery, and an univerfal zeal to execute whatever 

9 

their leader fhould command. “ For it is obfervable,” fays the 
hiftorian, in this place, “ that on thefe occafions, thofe that 

” On the 


fear the Deity moft 


the leaft afraid of men 


fide of the Aflyrians, the troops armed with bows, flings, and 
darts, made their difcharges, before their enemies were within 
reach. But the Perfians, animated by the prefence and exam¬ 
ple-of Cyrus, came immediately to clofe fight with the enemy, 
and broke through their firft battalions. The Aflyrians, not- 
withftanding all the efforts ufed by Croefus, and .their own 


king 


3 


encourage them, were 


able to fuftain fo rude a 


fliock, but immediately fled. At the fame time the cavalry 
of the Medes advanced to attack the enemy’s horfe, which was 
likewife prefen tly routed. The former warmly purfued them 
to the very camp, made a terrible daughter, and Nerigliffor, 


the king of the Babylonians, was killed in the adlion 


Cy 


2 


thinking himfelf in a condition to force their intrench 


h 


its, founded 
The Aflyria 


i 


9 


, in the mean time, their king being killed 

and the flower of their army loft, were in a dreadful confter- 

riation. 1 As foon as Croefus found them in fo great a difor- 

der, he fled, and left them to flfift for themfelves. The other 

allies likewife, feeing their affairs in fo hopelefs a condition, 

thought of nothing but taking advantage of the night to make 
their efcape. - 

Cyrus, who had forefeen this, prepared to purfue them clofe- 

Volume II, 



■op, 1. iv. p. 87 


Ibid.,1. vi. p. 160 


* 


I do not know whether Xenophon, in this place, does not c&ll the Perfian 


gods by the names of the gods of his own country. 
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But this could not be effected without 


’ *'i * 

cavalry 5 ; ajjjf 


we have already obferved, the Perfians had 


Stem 


fore went 


Cyaxares, and acquainted him with , his 






t'c 

>*••4 


Cyaxares was extremely averfe to it, and reprefented faM 
how dangerous it was to drive fo powerful an enemy to bx(jg| 
ties, whom defpair would probably infpire with courage$|| 
-it was a part of wifdom to ufe good fortune with moden|| 
and not lofe the fruits of victory by too much vivacity: m|| 
over, that he did not care to compel the Medes, or to f j|l 


them that repofe, to which their behaviour had juftly aM 

___ I- ._ .1 • ir* 1 1 „ _ l&fez 


them 


Cy 


upon this, defired his permiffion only to M 


**• > 
v.'-* »; 








as many of the horfe as were willing to follow him. CyajJ| 
readily confented to this, and thought of nothing elfe now,?® 

of palling his time with his officers in feafting and mirth, sni 
enjoying the fruits of the victory he had juft obtained. ,1 
Cyrus marched away in purfuit of the enemy, and was®, 
lowed by the greateft part of the Median foldiers. Uponit 
way he met feme couriers, that were coming to him ftoi|| 
Hyrcanians *, who ferved in the enemy’s army.' to affiirrk! 




.5' 




that were coming to him froin4 


# 


who ferved in the enemy’s army, to 


1 


that as foon as ever he appeared, thofe Hyrcanians would &| 
over to him 5, which in efie& they did. Cyrus made the if 
ufe of his time 5 and, having marched all night, came upiftl 
the AfTyrians. Croefus had fent awav his wives in the b 


which in effect they did. Cyrus made 
and, having marched all night, came 
Croefus had fent away his wives in tl 


. W 

• vohy 

k*- 


•> W^> 

^ime for coolnefs, for it was the fummer feafon, and fbltoi 


them himfelf with 


body of cavalry 


«■?>*- 

'7r> 
• - % 


. • 4 

law the enemy fo near them, they were in the utmofl confuCwi 
und defolation. Many of thofe that ran away, being wannjf 
purfued, were killed 5 all that ffcaid in the camp furrenderftlj 

A j ‘‘ " • * # 

the vidlory was complete, and the fpoil immenfe. Cyrus i* 

ferved all the horfes they took in the camp for himfelf, refob 

ing now to form a body of cavalry for the Perfia&J|§ 
which hitherto lisd none® Tfip firlipfl* sinrl mnft troividWpM 


* • r » 


■7- & 




, ■< 


m 


of the booty he fet apart for Cyaxares; and for the pr 
he gave them all their liberty to go home to their own c 


-•ca* 


^ \ . ,1 




m 

m 


« 

Thcfc are not the Hyrcanians by the Cafp 


XL}? 
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From 


V- 




encampments in Babylonia, one would be apt to conje&ure, that the 

here meant were about four or five days journey Couth of Babylon, ' V ff 

*••• > . 
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without impofing any other condition upon them, than that 
they and their countrymen fhould deliver up their arms, and 

engage no 


more 


in war; Cyrus taking it upon himfelf to de¬ 
fend them again ft their enemies, and to put them into a condi¬ 
tion of cultivating their lands with entire fecurity. 

Whilft the Medes and the Hyrcanians were ftill purfuing 

the remainder of the enemy, Cyrus took care to have a repalh 


and 


baths prepared for them; that at their 






might have nothing to do, but to fit down and refrefh them 
{elves. He likewife thought fit to defer the diftribution of the 


fpoil till then 



was on this occafion this general, whole 


thoughts nothing efcaped, exhorted his Perfian foldiers to dif- 


5 


uilh themfelves by their generofity 


egard to their a! 


lies 


from whom they had already received great fervices, and 
of whom they might expea ftill greater. He defired they 


would wait their 


return, both for the refrefhments, and the 

* * 

divifion of the fpoil; and that they would Ihow a preference 
of their interefts and conveniencies before their own; 
them to underftand, that this would be a fure means of attach 


giving 


ing the allies to them for 


9 


and of fecuring a new harveft 


of vi&ories to them over the enemy, which would procure 
them all the advantages they could wifh, and n*ake them an 
ample amends for the voluntary Ioffes they might fuftain, for 

They all came 


the fake of winning the affedlion of the allies 
into his opinion. Wlien the Medes and Hyrcanians were 
turned from purfuing the enemy, Cyrus made them fit down 
to the repaft he had prepared for them, deiiring them to fend 
nothing but bread to the Perfians, who were fufiiciently pro¬ 
vided, he faid, with all they wanted, either for their ragoo’s, 
or their drinking. Hunger was their only ragoo, and water 
from the river their only drink; for that was the way of liv 
ing to which they had been accuftomed from their infancy. 

The next morning came on the divifion of the fpoils. Cyrus 
in the firft place, ordered the Magi to be called, and command 
e d them to chufe out of all the booty what 
be offered to the gods on fuch an occafion 


9 


propereft 


Mede 


» Then he gave the 

and Hyrcanians the honour of dividing all that remain- 

Lii 
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mm 
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ed amoiigft the whole army. They earneftly delired, thati|| 



Perftans might prelide in the diftrubution; but the Perfians|| 


folutely refufed it; fo that they were obliged to accept of Mf 


E a 


;; v . 


office 


Cyrus had ordered; and the diftribution was 


x V% 


the general fatisfa<ftion of all parties. 
k The very night, that Cyrus marched 


had paffied in feafting and jollity 





*&Jr 


•Vi-ili. 






Cyaxares 

himfelf drunk with his principal officers. The 
when he awaked, he was ftrangely furprifed ' 

almoft alone, and without troops. Immediately, full of 

‘ 1 

fentment and rage, he difpatched an exprefs to the army, wit| 
orders to reproach Cyrus feverely 
Medes without any delay 

not difmay Cyrus, , who in return writ him a refpedtfiil lettet 


’.si: 





in which, however, he expreffied himfelf with a 
noble freedom, juftified his own conduct, and put him 
of the permiffion he had given him, of taking 
with him as were willing to follow him. 




V.I 





• sLfr'U 

fc*» . ' »-A> 

•‘4., ' ■ » 



* - * • I 



lent into Perlia for an augmentation of his troops, defi§|i 


ing.to puffi his conquefts ftill farther 




1 


Amongft the prifoners of war they had taken 




•» r . 




a young princefs, of moft exquiftte beauty 
for Cyrus. 



Her name was Panthea 


* y* " 

the wife of Abradati 

^ r 1 * % MW 


king of Suftana 


Upon the report made to Cy 


. uyi* 

ivl 





i’x. V' 

1 '-tr- \ - 


traordinary beauty, he refufed to fee her; for fear 
fuch an object might engage his affection more 
and divert him from the profecution of the 
had in view. m This lingular moderation in Cy 




1 V 



• W 


’ « - •. ‘W s "u •• 


* .V I- 


■ *' 



!.W 

* 'V 




was « 


tffiV 



t *•' 

" \ T«**vr- 

■i'5'U>Vsi 

•Jt-W; 


doubtedly an effect of the excellent education he had recei$| 
For it w r as a principle among the Perlians, never to 
fore young people of any thing that tended or 
left their natural inclination to pleafure, -which 
violent at that age of levity and indifcretion, 
ened and excited by fuch clifcourfes, and ftiould 


i A- 





follies and debaucheries. Arafp 


"*• it »• r- • 


. > r 


young 


ic8. 


k Cyrop. 1 . iv. p. 104 

1 Ibid. 1 . v. p. 114,117. et 1 . vi. p. 133,155. 
m Ibid, 1 . i. p. 34. 
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4 

JVTeclia, who had the lady in his cuflody, had not the fame dif- 

truft of his own weaknefs, but pretended that a man may be 

# 

always mailer of himfelf. Cyrus committed the princefs to 
his care, and at the fame time gave him a very prudent admo¬ 
nition. (t I have feen a great many perfons,” fays he, “ who have r 
w thought themfelves very ftrong, wretchedly overcome, by 
« that violent paffion, in fpite of all their refolution; who 
« have owned afterwards, with fliame and grief, that their 
« paflion was a bondage and flavery, from which they had not 

% f 

« the power to redeem themfelves; an incurable diftemper, 
u out of the reach of all remedies and human efforts; a kind 
of * bond or neceffity, more difficult to force than-the ftrong- 
“ eft chains of iron.’* “ Fear nothing,” replied Arafpes, “ I am 
fure of myfelf, and I will anfwer with my life, I (hall do! 


a 


(( 


« nothing contrary to my duty.” Nevertlielefs his palfion 
for this young princefs increafed, and by degrees grew to fuch 
a height, that finding her invincibly averfe to his defires, he 
was upon the point of ufing voilence with her. The princefs 
at length made Cyrus acquainted with his condudl ^-who im-, 
mediately fent Artabafus to Arafpes, with orders to admonifh 
and reprove him in his name. This officer executed his orders, 
in the harfhefl: manner, upbraiding him With his fault in tho 
10ft bitter terms, and with fuch a rigorous feverity, as was 




enough to throw him into defpair. Arafpes, (truck to the foul 
with grief and anguifh, burfl into a flood of tears; and being 
overwhelmed with (hame and fear, thinking himfelf undone. 


had not a word to fay for himfelf. 


fent for him. He 


Some days afterwards, Cy 


iing 


the prince in fear and tremb 


Cyrus took him aflde, and*, inflead of reproaching him 


with feverity, as he expe£ted 5 (poke gently to him* ackndw 

ledging, that he himfelf was to blame, for having imprudently 
expofed him to fo formidable an enemy. By fuch at* unexpect¬ 
ed kindnefs the young nobleman recovered both life and fpeech. 
But his confuflon 


&“ft in a torrent of teai 


joy, and gratitude, exprefled themfelves 


(( 


Alas 


yy 


fays he, “ now I am come 

L iij 


* 


i<r^ypoTipcc Tin clvpyy.r } y ciSr.e? tJ-Jr, ra. 


* 
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good 


cc 


« 




to the knowfedge of myfelf. 

have two fouls; one that inclines me t< 

incites me to evil. The former prevails 

me, and come to my relief: When I am alone 
myfelf, I give way to, 


m 


and 



am 


a K&X 



■ - 



Arafpes made an advantageous amends for his fault 
dered Cyrus coniiderable fervice, by retiring among the Al| 
rians, under the pretence of difcontent, 
gence of their meafures and deftgns. 

The Iofs of fo brave an officer, whom difcontent was furl 









t ' 'H 

rM 

v * .>* * ** 

A 


c«V 


pofed 


have engaged in the enemy’s party, caufed 
the whole army 



Panthea, who had occafione&jL 

promifed Cyrus to fupply his place with an officer of equate 






nt, whereby fhe meant her hnfband Abradates 
upon her writing to him, he repaired to the camp of the^| 
lians, and was dire&ly carried to Panthea’s 
him, with a flood of tears, how kindly and 
had been treated by the generous conqueror, 
cried out Abradates, fhall I be able to acknowledg 
tf tant a fervice ?” u By behaving towards him 



•*. • •}: :vT& 



,: 'r-siiv 


thea 



he hath done towards me 




2 " 


ed immediately upon Cyrus, 
a benefactor: “ You fee before you, 

<£ dereft friend, the moft devoted fervant, and 


Whereupon he wa|g 


and paying his refpects to fb great; 


fays he to him, “ 







ec 


left ally you 


had 


« 


who, not being able 


cc 


acknowledge your favours, comes and devotes 
tirely to your fervice.” Cyrus received him with fuch 



.si 


ble and generous air, and withal with fo much tendernels aril 
humanity, as fully convinced him, that whatever Panthea 
faid of the wonderful character of that great 
bundantly fhort of the truth. 


.u- 


rr .S 

t* ' 


'♦ V v’ 

• A •“ 

* *. M 


prince* 





o 


Two AfTy 


/ 


noblemen likewife, who defigned, as 


SMr.i; 

•» ***z\tov 


* 

t. 


was informed, to put themieves under his protection, $1! 


dered him extraordinary fervice 

bryas, an old man, venerable both 
his virtue 


The 




one was 



w-v ~ ’ ■ 

■:*?!**'■ :r- 
V 


t. 


of his age 



•t 7 




* * 


The king of Aflyria, lately dead, who was well 


H - 

* “A 




• ■ 


• ?' 




n 


Cyrqp. 1 . vi. p. jj5, ij6 
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o 


Ibid. I. iv. p. m, 113. 
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acquainted with, his merit, and had a very particular regard for 

him, had refolved to give his daughter in marriage to Qo- 

bryas’ fon, and for that reafon had fent for him to court. 
This young nobleman 


> 


at a match of hunting, to which he had 
been invited, happened to pierce a wild beafl with his dart 
which the king’s fon had miffed: The latter, who was of 




pailionate and fav ag 


y 


immediately ftruck the gentleman 


with his lance, through rage and vexa 
upon the fpot. Gobryas befought Cy 


and laid him dead 

avenge fc unfor- 


tunate a father, and to take his family under his protection; 
and the rather, becaufe he had no children left now but an 

f • 

only daughter, who had long been defigned for a wife to the*, 
young king, but could not bear the thought of marrying the. 
murderer of her brother, p This young • king was called Ta- 
borofoarchod: He reigned only nine months,, and was fueceed- 

ed by Nabonid, called alfo Labynit and Balthafar, who reign- 

• • 

cd feventeen years. 

q The other Affyrian nobleman was called Gadates: He was 

♦ 

prince of a numerous and powerful people. The king then 
reigning had treated him in a Very cruel manner, after he came 


to the throne; becaufe oj 
him as an handfome man 


of his concubines had mentioned 

9 

and fpoken advantageoufly of the 


happinefs of that woman, whom he'fhould chufe for a wife. 

r The expectation of this double fuccour was a ftrong in-* 
ducement to Cyrus, and made him determine tp penetrate in 
to the heart of the enemy’s country. As Babylon, the capital 
city of the empire, he defigned to conquer, was the chief ob 
je£t of his expedition, he turned his views and his march that 
way, not to attack that city immediately in form, but only to 

view of it, and make himfelf acquainted with it; to 


take 


a 


prince’s party 


draw off as many allies as he could from that 
and to make previous difpofitions and preparations for the fiege 
he meditated. He fet out therefore with his troops, and firfl 
marched to the territories of Gobryas. The fortrefs he lived 

A 

•y • ••• 

L nij 


A ; 3449 

E)id. p. iin 


Ant. J, C. 555 


q Cyrop. 1 . v. p. IZ3,124. 
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feeiiied to be 


impregnable place, fo advantageoufl|3 



it fituated, and fo ftrongty fortified on all fides 

came out to meet him, and ordered refrefhments 

for his whole army. 

and there laid an infinite number of filver 


This 



‘ v- *Vv7j-r 


He then conducted Cyrus into his pklafl 

imfp nnmKpr ~_ I _ i •* • -« '-Mm 




•m 


and other veliels^ iat his feet 3 together with 

purfes, full of the golden coin of the country 
for his daughter, who was of a majeflic 
beauty, which the mourning habit fhe wore 
death feemed ftill to enhance, he prefented her to Cyrus 
firing him to take her under his prote&ion, and to accept th^ 
marks of his acknowledgment, which he took the 







offer him 


I willingly accept your gold and filver 





4 WJl i'jfm 


rus 


C( 


, “ and I make ; 
ment her portion 


prefent of 


9 

your daughter. 






tc 


Doubt not, but amongft the 


» 

-< 4 

$ 





my court, you will find a match fuitable for 


cc 


CC 


neither be their own riches 
their efteem upon. 


nor yours. 


cc 


I can allure you, there are many amongp 



a 


cc 


them, who would make «vwum ui an me. treaiures of 
Babylon, if they were unattended with merit and virtue# 


of all the. treafure^Sl 


their only glory, I dare affirm 


CC 


of them, as it is 


approve themfelves faithful to their friends 


to their enemies, and refpedtful to the gods. 5 ’ 
fed him to take a repaft with him in his houfe 



G obryas prfef 


s . p * i ■ 


faftly refufed it, and returned 


into his camp with 


who ftaid and eat with him and his officers 
the green turf that was upon 
they had; and it is to 



was 


The ground, aril; 

M 


was fuitable 


Gobry 



be fuppofed 

who was a perfon of good fenfe 


convinced how much that noble fimplicity was 

vain magnificence; and declared, that the AfTy 
art of diflinguiffiing themfelves by pride 


merit 


and above all things he admired the ingenious vein 



humour, and the innocent cheerfujnefs, that rei 




the whole entertainment 



s 


c y 


alway 


intent upon his great 


i&xw 
- ;! ^ 


with Gobryas towards the country of Gadates 


defxgn 


* 




\ ‘ v 7 • 


$ 


Cyrop, 1. v. p. 124 
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_ 9 * 
ond Babylon. In the neighbourhood of this there was a flrong 

citadel, which commanded the country of the * Sacae and the 

Cadufians, where a governor for the king of Babylon refided 


v 


keep thofe people 


Cyrus made a feint of attackin 


the citadel. Gadates, whofe intelligence with the 


& 


Per 



t yet known, by Cyrus’ advice offered himfelf to the go¬ 
of it, to join with him in the defence of that impbrtant 
Accordingly he was admitted with all his troops, and 

The poiTeinon of this 

i and 


immediately delivered it up to Cy 

citadel made him matter of the Sacae and the Cadufians 
he treated thofe people with great kindnefs and leriity, they 


remained 


Iably attached to his fervice 


The Caduiia'ns 


railed an army of twenty thoufand foot, and .four thoufand 


horfe 


and the Sacae furmlhed ten thoufand foo 


thoufand horfe archers. 

The king of Aflyria took the field 
dates for his rebellion. 


•» 

and two 


ord 


punifh G 




making a great flaugh 


Babyl 


But Cyrus engaged and defeated him 
of his troops, and obliging him tt 

conqueror em 


After which explo 


ployed fome time in ravaging the enemy’s country. His kind 
treatment of the prifoners of war, in giving them all their li¬ 
berty to go home to their habitations, had fpread the fame of 
his clemency wherever he came. Numbers of people volun¬ 
tarily furrendered to him, and very much augmented his ar¬ 
my- Then advancing near the city of Babylon, 


ting of Aflyria a perlonal ehallen 


by a Angle combat 


But his challeng 


:>n, he fent the 
to terminate their quar- 


was not accepted 


In order to fecure the peace and tranquillity of his allies dur 


mg his abfence, he made a kind of 


king of A fly 


treaty with the 


by which it was agreed on both fldes 


that 


‘he hulbandmen Ihould not be molefted, but fhculd have full 

iberty to cultivate their lands, and reap the fruits of their la 
bour. 


Therefore, after having viewed the country. 


e d the fltuation of 


examin 


Babylon, acquired a conflderable number 


° f friends and allies, and greatly augmented 
parched away on his return to Media. 


1 • 
hlS 


all 


he 




Not the Sacae of Scythia 
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Cy 


When he came near the frontiers, he fent a meflenger^| 



acquaint him with his arrival 


> 


commands. Cyaxares did not think proper to admit fo 



' K 




army into his country ; and an army, that was ftill 



Vr.-U 


augmentation of forty thoufand men 





from Perfia. He therefore fet out the next day with what c^al 


*r\ 


>1 i 


ry he had left, to join Cy 




\ • 


> 


M 



V/ I 


- 


meet him with his cavalry, which were very fine and numerous 


w* 


: t. 







tion of Cyaxares. He received his nephew in a very cold 










ner, turned away his face from him, to avoid the 


his falute, and even wept through 




ed all the company to retire, and entered into 


with his uncle, for explaining himfelf with the more 


He fpoke to him with fo much temper, fubmiffton 





% 



fon 





inviolable attachment to his perfon and intereft, that in a;g$t 




ment he difpelled all his fufp 


9 



favour and good opinion. They embraced one another 


* f 


> 


died on both iides 





flans and Medes was, who waited the event of this 


• •; 


with anxiety and tremblin 




be exprefled 




and Cyrus immediately remounted their horfes 



the Medes ranged themfelves in the train of Cy 




f T «.V*’ 



* 1 ' >' • * U «* 

Y v l* 


ing to the fign given them by Cy 




The Periians follows 


w 


. * « 


Cyrus, and the men of each other nation their particular princ$ 


••.I’*' •* 






When they arrived at the camp, they conduced Cyaxares | 


the tent prepared for him. He was prefently vifited by allaqj 




all the Medes, who came to falute him, and to bring him 






t 4 * 




Vs 


« \i 


fents 


* 


fome of their own accord, and others by Cy 


1 . > i * 




tion. Cyaxares was extremely touched at 


began to find that Cyrus had 



corrupted his fubje£h 


w&i'M 


\M 


that the Medes had the fame affection for him as before 



Such was the fuccefs of Cyrus’ firfi expedition 




Croefus and the Babyl 


In the council, held the 


c Cyrop. I. V. p. 141 


147 
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day in the prefence of Cyaxares, and all the officers,, it was re- 
folved to continue the war. 

Not finding in Xenophon any date, that precifely fixes the. 

years wherein the federal events he relates happened* I luppole 

with Uiher, though Xenophon’s relation does not feem to fa- 

vour tliis nation* that between the two battles again# Croefus 

and the Babylonians, feveral years palTed, during which all ne- 

ceiTary preparations were made on both fides, for carrying on, 

the important war which was begun $ and within this interval 
I place the marriage of Cyrus. 

w Cyrus, then, about this time had thought of making a tour 
into his own country, about fix or feven years after his depar¬ 
ture, at the head of the Periian army. Cyaxares on this occafion 
gave him a fignal teftimony of the.value he had for his merit. 
Having no male iffue, and but one daughter, he offered her in 


marriage to Cy 


* 


> 


with an affurance of the kingdom of Me 


dia for her portion. Cyrus had a grateful fenfe of this advan¬ 
tageous offer, and exprefied the warmefl acknowledgments of 

O 

it; but thought himfelf not at liberty to accept it, till he had 
the confent of his father and mother 


y 


leaving therein 


rare 


example to all future ages, of the refpeftful fubmiffion and en- 
tire dependence, which all children ought to fhow to their pa¬ 
rents on the like occafion, ,of what age foever they be, or to 
whatever degree of power and greatnefs they may have arrived. 
Cyrus married this princefs on his return from Perfla. 

Cyrus returned to 


When the marriage folemnity was 


> 


w Cyrop. 1 . viii. p. 228, 229. . 

* Xenophon places this marriage after the taking 
that time was above fixty years of age, and tile pri 
is improbable, that either of them fhould wait till that 
matrimony, I thought proper to give this fadl a mi 


Cyrus. 


Cambyfes would have been bpt feven years old when he came 


Bcfides, at 


throne: and but fourteen 


fifteen when he died: which 


hid 


made into Egypt and 


ory. 


what 


Xenophon might date the taking of Babylon much ear her! 
w the chronology of Archbiihcp Uiher. I have alfo left 


0 j but I follow the chronology of Archbiihcp Uiher 
is related in the Cyropaedia, 1 . viii. p. 228 


from the time 


1 or ms grand rather Aftyages, the young princefs had fa id fhe 

c no other huiband than Cvi us. 


Tears 


Her father 
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* 

his camp, and improved the time he had to fpare 


fecu 


his new conquefts, and taking all proper meafures with his 



lies, for accomplifhing the great defign he had formed 


- / 




i' 




l ► 


l - 


ri 


X 


Forefeeing, fays Xenopl 


that the preparations for 


f •*- •' 


-}• 










might take up a great deal of time, he pitched his 






very convenient and healthy pi 


and fortified 


catnp 


Ml 


.V. 


He there kept his troops to the fame difcipline and exercif 



if the enemy had been always in fight 




(•** 






They underftood by deferters, and by the prifoners bronj 

If 1 - O 


t 




every day into the camp, that the king of Babylon was goff 


ft 


Lydia, and had carried with him vafi: fums of gold and I 






ver. 


The common foldiers immediately concluded, that.it was 




fear which made him remove his treafiires 


.W:C 





ed he had undertaken this journey, only to raife up fome n|| 


f t I 

4* 


enemy agamfl him 


therefore he laboured with indefa 


-f 


gable application in preparing for a fecond battle 


•v.»- 


V s 


* 


• W* 
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1 .1 


Above all things he applied himfelf to ilrengthen hisTerffil 




airy, and to have a great number of chariots of war 






y 







r • 


after a new form, having found great inconveniencies in theql| 


> r. 


y.-;h 




t p 


) 




ones, the fafhion of which came from Troy, and had continu. 


i 


ed in ufe till that time throughout all Afia 


-w/- 


. V t 



In this interval, ambafiadors arrived from the king of Indify 




«* ■ *. 


’* V 






with a large fum of money for Cyrus, from the king their mafti 


/ 

• J 


* 


who had alfo ordered them to allure liim 5 that he was ver 


. & £■ 



■4 


> 


he had acquainted him with what he. wanted ; that he was wf 


yt;'' 


ling to be his friend and ally; and, if he ftill wanted more 


4 fr 



0 - 


/i 




/* * 




ney, he had nothing to do but to let him know; and that 


% • . r r 


* r; 


• 




i 


y 


* M 


? t;. 


fhort, he had ordered his ambafiadors to pay him thefame all 


v-r 


r 


ft 


iolute obedience, as to himfelf. 


Cyrus received thefe 


4 «r 


# * 


4 . 


*V"' 


offers with all pofiible dignity and gratitude 



'tr 


♦ ^ 


* .7 



ambafiadors with the utrnofl regard, and made them npbl||§ 


fent 


y 


and, taking advantage of their good difpolition 


them to depute three of their own body to the enemy, 



v< 3 & s 6* om the king of India 


V: 

* " . •-.1= 



% 


with the king of Affyria, but in effect to 


* 71 . ,* 
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and give Cyrus an account of them. The Indians under 
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^73 


took this employment with joy, and acquitted themfelves of k 

with great ability. 

I do not find in this laffc circumftance the upright conduct 


and ufual fincerity of Cy 


Could he be ignorant, that it 


was an open violation of the laws of nations to fend fpies to ai 
enemy’s court, under the title of ambafladors ; which is a cha 


ra 


£ler that will not fuller thofe 


% 

fted with it to adb fo mean 


? 


a part, or to be guilty of fucli treachery 
2 Cyrus prepared for the approaching battle, like a man who 
had nothing but great projedts in view. He not only took care 
of every thing that had been refolved in council, but took plea- 
•fure in exciting a noble emulation among# his officers, who 
fhould have the fine# arms, be the be# mounted, fling a dart, or 
jhoot an arrow the mo# dexteroufly, or who fhould undergo toil 
and fatigue with the greate# patience. This he brought about 
by taking them along with him a-hunting, and by conftantly 
rewarding thofe that diftinguifhed themfelves moft. Wherever 

took particular care of their 
men, he praifed them publicly, and fhowed them all poffible 

favour for their encouragement. When he made, them any 

feaft, he never propofed any other diverfions than military ex- 

* 

ercifes, and always gave confiderable■ prizes to the conquerors, 
by which means he excited an univerfal ardor througi 
army. In a word, he was a general, who, in repofe, as well as 
action, nay, even in his pleafures, his meals, converlations, and 
walks, had his thoughts entirely bent on promoting the fervice. 
It is by fuch methods a man becomes an .able and complete war- 


lie perceived, that the captains 


his 


nor. 


a 


In the 


mean time, the Indian ambafladors, being returned 


from the enemy’s camp, brought word, that Croefus was cho 


fen generaliflimo of their army; th 


a 


all the kings and princes 


their alliance had agreed to furnifh the neceflary fums of 
money for railing the troops ; that the Thracians had already 


engaged themfelves 


That from Egypt a great fuccour was 


marching, conlifting of an hundred and twenty tlioufand men 


that another army 


was 


pedled from Cyp 


the Cili 


z 
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cians 


the people of the two Phrygias, the Lycaonians, ParihH 


gonians, Cappadocians, Arabians, and Phoenicians 






ady arrived 


■ 

that the Afiyrians were likewife come 


i 


1 i> /-’■ 


the king of Babylon ; that the Ionians, ^Eolians, and moft ® 


. t; 


of the Greeks living in Alia, had been obliged to join them 


r .v 






that Croefus had likewife lent to the Lacedaemonians, to b 


r-* * 


> kl; 




them 


a treaty of alliance 


near the river Padlolus 


from whence 


that the army was afiembfej 




jl 


A — m v 


was 


Thymbria 


which was the place of rendezvous for 


• * 








troops. This relation was confirmed by the 


>4 


i 


f . 


N' 






in both by the prifoners and the fp 


‘.V 


«.v 






K.t r 


*« 




: r ,±* i>v 


b 


Cyrus’ army was difcouraged by this news 


But that p 


-***>?: 

w-V 

'."vAr 






iin 


having aflembled his officers, and reprefented to them the m 


1 1: 


finite difference between the enemy 


^ V 


troops and theirs 




■ ,.V> r-' 


*► l- .. •* 




difpelled their fears, and revived their courage 








v 


— ^ 

S«'. 


Cyrus had taken all proper meafures, that his army fhould 


K W 


be provided with all neceffaries 


and had given orders 




K‘ »• 


* , 


for th.eir march, as for the battle he was preparing to give 






* v 


if. S , 


the doing of which he defcended to an aftoni thing detail, whii 


’i 4 ► ' ' 




* V 


Xenophon relates at lengtl 


> 


and which reached from the chief 




commanders down to the very lowefi: fubaltern officers; fork 




knew very well, that upon fuch precautions the fuccefs of 


terprifes depends, which often milcarry through the 




the fmalleft circumftances ; in the fame manner, as it frequently 


happ 


that the playing or movement of the greateft 


s'\ 


chines is flopped through the diforder of one 


* < . 

v :> 


•'.IV'V.I 


though never fo fmall 


fingle wheel, 


-) 


■ r 


T' . K 


> * 


d 


Phis prince knew all the officers of his army by their names! 


and making ufe of a low, but fignificant companion, he ufedto 


lay 


He thought 


ftrang 


► 

that an artificer fhould knoi 






Ci 


f* • 


the names of all his tools, and 


■'v '*'£ 


trt 


Cf 




•v.- 


M A 




ferent, as not to know the names of all his captains, which 




it 


w — 




■ 


T. ' « 




the infiruments he muff make ufe of 


4 M t 4-r 

•* r-M *•**, 


fC 


and operations 






. r • 4 

. .J 


Befides, hewasperfuaded, that fuch an att^ 




had fomething in it more honourable for the officers, moff 








- 


r' 


engaging, and more proper to excite them to do' their duty 
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it naturally leads them to believe, they are both known and es¬ 
teemed by their general. 

When all the preparations were fmifhed, Cyrus took leave 

of Cyaxares, who ft a id in Media, with a third part of his troops, 
that the country might not be left entirely defencelefs. 

Cyrus, who underftood how advantageous it is always to 
make the enemy’s country the feat of war, did not wait for the 
Babylonians coming to attack him in Media, but marched for¬ 
ward to meet them in their territories \ that he might both con- 
fume their forage by his troops, aiid dilcohcert their meafures 
by his expedition, and the boldnefs of his undertaking. After 



very long march he came up with the enemy at 

% 

a city of Lydia, not far from Sardis, the capital of the country. 
They did not imagine this prince; with half the number of for¬ 
ces they had, could think of coming' to attack them in their 
own country $ and they were ftrangely furprifed to fee him come 
before they had time to lay up the provifions neceftary for the 

aflemble ail the for- 


3 


fubfiftence of tlieir numerous army, or to 
ces they intended to bring into the field againft him 


SECTION V. 

_ + 

The Battle oJThtmbria , between Ctrits and Croesus . 

This battle is one of the moft conflderable events in antiqui¬ 
ty, iince it decided the empire of Aha, between the Affyrians 
of Babylon and the Perfians. * It was this confideration, that 
induced M. Freret, one of my brethren in the academy of po¬ 
lite literature, to examine it with a particular care and exa&- 


nefs; and the rather, as he obferves,.becaufe it is the firft: pitch 
ed battle of which we have any full Or particular account. I 
have alfumed the privilege of making ufe of the labours and 
learning of other perfons, buf without robbin 


them of this 


glory, 


as alfo without denying myfelf the liberty of making fuch 
iterations as I judge necefTary. I fhall give a more ample and 
particular defeription of this battle, than I ufually do of 
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of the Memoirs of the Academy of Belles Lettrcs, p. 


17 6 
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matters, becaufe Cyrus being looked upon as one of the 


captains of antiquity, thofe of the 







trace him in all his fteps through this important a&ion : 


over 




the manner in which the ancients made war 


battles, is an efiential part of their hiftory 


In Cyrus’ army the companies of foot confifted of 


dred men each, exclufive of the captain 


Each 



fubdivided into four parts or platoons, which confifted of | 


and twenty men each, not including th 


•* ^ ££• 


ed the efcouade 



Each of thefe fubdivifions was again dividl 


into.two files, confifting, in confequence, of twelve men 




:-^w. 

\”'r 



ry ten companies had a particular fuperior officer to co mma 


them, which fufficiently anlwers to What we call a colonel 


-i f 


'i 


4 fi 


ten of thofe bodies again had another fup 


comma 


1 d. r,*? 






which we may call a brigadier 



'V- 
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I have already obferved, that Cyrus, when he firft came at 


the head of the thirty thoufand Perfians 




•'> 



cle Cy 


9 


made a confiderable change in the arms 




troops. Two-thirds of them till then only made 


iins, or bows, and 


nfequently could only fight 


from the enemy. Inftead of thefe, Cyrus armed 


part of them with cuirafles, bucklers, and fwords 



battle 




♦ - 


t > 



5 


and left few of his foldiers in light armour 






♦ . 




The Perfians did not know at that time what 


fight on horfeback 


Cy 




who was convinced, that 


of fo 



importance towards the gaining of a battle 


airy, was fenfible of the great inconvenience he laboured wi¬ 


der in that refpedf, and therefore took wife and early precau* 


remedy that evil. He fucceeded in this 


by little and little formed a body of Perfian cavalry 



k * * ** 


mounted to ten thoufand men, and were the beft troops of 






rtm 


f 


t ►* a 


. <* 






army 


• * 


I fhall fpeak elfewhere of the other change he 


with refpedl to the chariots of war 


It 


now time 



f/fe/v 


give the number of the troops of both armies, which caiiS& 


t 


/**« 
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be fixed but by conjecture, and by putting together feveral 
Mattered paflages of Xenophon, that author havihg omitted 
the material circumftance of acquainting us precifely- with their 
numbers , which appears furprifing in a man fo expert in mi¬ 
litary affairs as that hiftorian was. 

. Cyrus’ army amounted in the whole to an hundred and nine¬ 
ty-fix thoufand men, horfe and foot, of thefe there were feven- 
thoufand natural born Perfians, viz . ten thoufand cuiraf- 
fiersof horfe, twenty thoufand cuirafiiers of foot, twenty thou¬ 
fand pikemen, and twenty thoufand light-armed foldiers. The 

a 

reft of the army, to the number of an hundred and twenty-fix 
thoufand men, confifted of twenty-fix thoufand Median, Arme¬ 



nian, and Arabian horfe, and an hundred thoufand foot of the 

fame nation. 

\ 

‘ Befides thefe troops, Cyrus had three hundred chariots of 


war, armed with fcythes, each chariot drawn by four horfes 


a-breaft, covered with trappings that were fhot-proof j as were 
alfo the horfes of the Perfian cuirafliers. 

k He had likewife ordered a great number of chariots to be 
made of a larger fize, upon each 01 which was placed a tower 
of about eighteen or twenty feet high, in which were lodged 
twenty archers. Each chariot was drawn upon wheels by fix- 




yoked in a breafi: 


1 


There was moreover a confiderable number of camels, up 
each of which WGrC fwn ArnKicm arrKpw k- 


fo that 


ch were two Arabian archers 


back to back 


one looked towards the head, and the other towards 
the tail of the camel. 

m Croefus’ army was above twice as 
C}rus, amounting in all to four hundred and twenty thoufand 


numerous as that of 


of which fixty thoufand were cavalry 


lifted chiefly of Babylonians 


The troops 


Lyd 


9 


Phryg 


Capp 


cians, of the nations about the Hellefpont, and of Egypt 
to the number of three hundred and fixty thoufand_ ^ 

Syptians alone made a body of an hundred and twenty thou 
and. They had bucklers that ’ ' 


% 


The 


ed them from head to 


foot, very Jong pikes, and fhort fwords, but very broad 
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reft of the army was made up of Cyp 


'• ".'ft. 


Cilicians 


•1 




*< -' 7 * 


>•* 




Ilians, Paphlagonians, Thracians, and Ionians 




t ‘r* 

> A 




Croefus’ army in order of battle was all ranged 




AI 




. 

*,*V' 


M 


line, the infantry 


the 


and the 


r- - . 


valry on the til 


wings 


deep 


All his troops, both foot and horfe, were thirty 


• -w ■■ 

| ^ 9 






but the Egypt 


who, as we have taken notice, w 3 


hundred and twenty thoufand in number 


f V 

*■ 0 • 


and who w 


the principal ftrength of Croefus’ infantry 


iL> 


the center}# 


~which they were pofted, were divided into twelve larg 




♦ -lh 


fquare battalions, of ten thoufand men each, which had 


hundred men in the front, and as many in depth, with 


. V 

an 




y K' 


Vf 


• -.v 




Wl 


terval 


f P 


between 


every battalion 


and fight independent of 5 


and without 


that they might aft 


rfering with 


another 


Croefus would gladly have perfuaded them 




> v • 


themfelves in lefs depth, that they might make the wider front 


•J 


The 


mies 


were in an immenfe pla 


which gave roorqfor 




T 

,r 


the extending of their wings to right and left 


And 


.r v. 


y i 


n •< 




of Croefus, upon which alone he founded his hopes of vi&orf 


was to furround and hem in the enemy’s army 


K 


But he could 


A 4 V • 


prevail upon the Egyptians to change the 


der of 


i 

< 




to which they had been accuftomed 


His 


,1 

% \ fl* 4 


- J* 




army, as it'm 


s* 


thus drawn out into one line 


five miles in length 


took up near forty ftadias. 


1 i J * 


s A 


♦ » 


* 


Arafpes, who under the pretence of difcontent had retired to 


4- 4. 


Croefus’ army, and had had particular orders 


om Cyrus 


obferve well the manner of that general’s ranging his troopsj 


returned to the Perfian camp the day before the battle 


■ 1 


drawing up his army, governed himfelf by the di 




I ‘ 


of the enemy 


of which that young Median nobleman had 


given him an exa< 5 i 




The Perfian troops had been generally ufed to 




, -v. 


> •*. .i - • z •’ .v 


I *• V* l 




four and twenty men in depth, but Cyrus thought fit 


* 


^» l 






W 


J. 


♦ 




« - 


that difpofition 


It 


was 


cefiary for him 


*. fi-; 


form 


%vV‘v 


' v'v- 


rtO 


front as pofiible, without loo much weakening his phalanx 


. : ts 


prevent his army’s being inclofed and hemmed 


• r 


A ' 




-v. i 


f 1 


> 




was excellent, and moft advantageoufly 
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and fwords 
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♦ 

and provided they 


could join the enemy in clofe fight, there was little reafon to 
believe the Lydian phalanx, that were only armed with light 
bucklers and javelins, could fupport the charge. Cyrus there¬ 


fore thinned the files of his infantry one half, and 


ged 


them only twelve men deep. The cavalry was drawn out on 

the two wings, the right commanded by Chryfanth.es, and the 

left by Hyftafpes. The whole front of the army took up but 
thirty-two ftadias, or 


four miles 


each end near four ftadias 


in extent; and confequently 

or half a mile, fhort of the 

** * 

enemy’s front. 

Behind the firft line, at a little diftance, Cyrus placed the 


fpearmen, and behind them the archers, 
the other 


Both* the one and 


were covered by the foldiers in their, front 


over 


whofe heads they could fling their javelins, and fhoot their ar¬ 
rows, at the enemy. 

Behind all thefe he formed another line, to ferve for the 
rear, which confifted of the flower of his army. Their bufi- 
nefs was to have their eyes upon thole that were placed before 

to encourage thofe that did their duty, to fiiftain and 


them 


threaten thofe that gave way, and even to kill thofe as traitors 
that raq away; by that means to keep the cowards in awe, and 

make them have as great a terror of the troops in the rear, as 
they could pofllbly have of the enemy. 

Behind the army were placed thofe moving towers, which I 


have already defcribed 


Thefe formed a line equal and para! 


d to that of the army, and did not only ferve to annoy the 
enemy by the perpetual difcharges of the archers that were in 
them, but might likewife be looked upon as a kind of move- 
able forts, or redoubts, under which the Perfian troops might 
rally, in cafe they were broken and pufhed by the enemy. 

Juft behind thefe ^ towers were two other lines, which alfb 

Were P ara llel and equal to the front of the army; the one was 

formed of the baggage, and the other of the chariots which 

carried the women, and fuch other perfons as were unfit for 
krvice. 


* 
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To clofe all thefe lines, and to fecure them from the 


* • 


• k 


fults of the enemy, Cyrus placed in the rear of all, two 




:V 






fand infanty, two thoufand horfe, and the troop of caineli 


•*% 


which was pretty numerous 


Cyrus’ defign in forming two lines of the baggage, &c 


was 


nly to make his army appear more numerous than it reil 


ly was, but likewife to oblige the enemy 


in cafe they 


refolved to furround him, as he knew they intended, to make 


the longer circuit, and confequently 


weaken their line 


ftretching it out fo far 


bi 


have ftill the Perfian chariots of war armed with 


fpeak of. Thefe were divided into three bodies, of an hun 


dred each 


king of Sufiana 


One of the bodies, commanded by Abradates 


was 


placed in the front of the battle, aiyl 


the other two upon the two flanks of the army 


Such was the order of battle in the two armies 


they 


Th 


drawn out and difpofed the day before the engagement 


r> 


next day, very early in the morning, Cyrus made 


( 


ftcrifice, during which time his army took a little refrefhment 


and the foldiers, after having offered their libations to the 


gods, put on their armour 




* 

Never was fight more beautiful 


and magnificent: Coat-armours, cuirafies, bucklers, helmets 


one could not tell which to admire raoft: Men and liorfes all 


finely equipped, and glittering in brafs and fcarlet. 


When Abradates 


was jufl: going to put on his cuirafsj 




> * 


which was only of quilted flax, according to the fafhion pf his 


* r * 


:«#■ 


country, his wife Panthea came and prefented him with 


Hi / 


helmet, bracers, and bracelets, all of gold, with 


I ** * 


of his own lengtl: 


coloured plume of feathers 


plaited at the bottom, and with a purple 


V « 


I •* 


pared without her hufband 


She had got all this 


« % 


H % 




knowledg 


th at her 




.4 




might be the more agreeable from furprife. In fpite of aU her 


endeavours to the contrary, when Ihe dreffed 


4 « 


him 


this 


A4 - 


1 % 


sh v 


mour fhe fhed fome 




> 


But notwithflandinff her tender* 

O 


V * 






nefs for him, £he exhorted him to die with fword in hand 


f - 


* * • 




ther than not fi 


r 




himfelf 


a manner fuitable to Ms 


« L 
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> give Cyrus of his 

fays fhe, “ to 
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birth, and the idea fhe had endeavoured U 
gallantry and worth. “ Our obligations,” fays fhe, “ to that 
“ prince are infinitely great. I was his prifoner, and as fuch 
« was fet apart for his pleafure 5 but when I came into his 

nor had any dif- 

He 


hands, I was neither ufed like a captrv 


honourable conditions impofed on me for my freedom 
treated me as if I had been his own brother’s wife 


and 


you would be capable of acknowledg 




fuch extraordinary goodnefs 


99 


U 


O Jupiter!” cried Ab 


99 


radates, lifting up his eyes towards heaven, “ grant that on this 
“ occafion I may approve myfelf an hufband worthy of Pan- 
t( thea, and a friend worthy of fo generous a benefactor 
Having faid this, he mounted his chariot. Panthea, not be¬ 
ing able to embrace him any longer, was ready to kifs the 
chariot he rode in ; 


in; and when fhe had purfued him with her 
eyes, as far as fhe poffibly could, fhe retired. 

w 

s As foon as Cyrus had finifhed his facrifice, giving his offi- 


the 


neceffary orders and inftru&ions for the battle, and 
put them in mind of paying the homage which is due to the god 
every man went to his poft. 1 Some of his officers brougl 

him wine and victuals: 


y 


He eat a little without fitting down 


3 


and caufed the reft to be difiributed amongfl thofe that 

j and poured 


about him 
part of 


He took a little wine likewife \ 
s an offering to the gods, before he drank 


and 


all the company followed his example. After this he prayed 
again to the god of his fathers, defiring he would pleafe to be 
bis guide, and come to his affiftance; 


horfe 


he then mounted h 


• v 

and commanded them all to follow him 


As he was confidering on which fide he fhould direCt his 
march, he heard a clap of thunder on the right, and cried out, 
* Sovereign Jupiter, we follow thee And that infiant he 
fet forward, having Chryfanthes on his right, who commanded 
the light wing of the horfe, and Arfamas on his left, who com- 

He warned them above all things to take 


manded the foot. 

care royal flandard, and to ad\ 


ally in a line 


S 
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had really a God for his guide, but very different from Jupiter. 
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The ftandard was a golden eagle at the end of a pike 


wings ftr etched 


* 



of Perfia 


the fame was ever after ufed by the kill 

• <11 •* . _ cr 


He made his army halt three times before they 


4 

iV% 
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rived at the enemy’s army; and after having marched 




* A 




twenty fladias 





) 


them 


two miles and a half, they came in vie#S; 






t 




When the two armies vtere within fight of each other 


■ • 











V 


the enemy had obferved how much the front of theirs exceeded 


1 


V 7 


that of Cyrus, they made the center of their army halt, whil 


the two wings advanced projecting to the right and left 




> 


wit 


i/; 


defig 


to inclofe Cy 


army, and to begin their attack 


■> i 


• > 


every fide at the fame time. This movement did not at all^i 


» 


larm Cyrus, becaufe he expedted it. Having given the word for 






allying the troops, « Jupiter, leader and prote&or 


-4 


yy 




/ * 


he left 


i 


his right wing, promifing to rejoin them immediately and keif 


them to conquer, if it was the will of the gods 


-\ 


He rode through all the ranks, to give his orders, aiidfd 


encourage the fold 


* 

and he, who on all other occafions was 


fo modeft, and fo far from the leaf!: air of oftentation 






■ i 4 


y 


was now; 




t. 


full of a noble confidence, and fpoke as if he was allured of 


r. 


• i 




*• 1 
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c c 
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tory : “ Follow me, comrades,” fays he,“ the victory is certainlr 


- 4 * 


CC 


ours 5 the gods are for us.” He obferved, that many 


his officers, and 


Abradates himfelf, were uneafy 


motion, which the two wings of the Lydian army made, in 


der to attack them on the two 


n 



anks 


cc 


a 


you,” fays he; “ believe me, thofe 


Thofe troops 



* * t 


CC 


will be the firft routed 


the very troops 


V • 1 


♦ 
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CC 


and to you, Abradates, I give that 


•n- 






CC 


fignal of the time, when you are to fall upon the enemy 




y ♦ 




9 \ 


is 


with your chariots.” In the event the thing juft ha 


Cyrus had foretold 



After Cyrus had given fuch orders ., 


he thought neceftary every where, he returned to the 


wing of his army 


/ 
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ft. 
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W 


W^hen the two detached bodies of the Lydian troops 


& 




it > 
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•Vr 
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fufficiently extended, Croefus gave the fignal to the main body 


A 




of 


army 


y 


march up direClly to the front of the 



• i 


• i 

army, whilft the two wings, that were wheeling round upott 
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their flanks, advanced on each lide; fo that Cyrus’ army was 
lofed on three tides, as if it had three great armies to engage 


me 


with; and, as Xenophon fays, looked like a fmall fquare drawn 
within a great one. 

In an inftant, on the firft lignal Cyrus gave, his troops faced 
about on every lide, keeping a profound lilence in expectation 
of the event. The prince now thought it time to ling the hymn 
of battle. The whole army anfwered to it with loud fhouts, 
and invocations of the god of war. Then Cyrus, at the head 
of fome troops of horfe, brilkly followed by a body of the foot, 
fell immediately upon the enemy’s forces, that were marching 
to attack the right of his army in flank : And having attacked 
them in flank, as they intended to do him, put them into great 
diforder. The chariots then driving furioufly upon the Ly¬ 
dians, completed their defeat. 

In the fame moment the troops of the left flank, knowing 
by the noife that Cyrus had begun the battle on the right, ad-- 
vanced to the enemy. And immediately the fquadron of ca¬ 
mels was made to advance likewife, as Cyrus had ordered*. 

The enemy’s cavalry did not expeCl this \ and their horfes, at a 

♦ 

diftance, asfoon as ever they were fenlible of the approach of 
thofe animals, for horfes cannot endure the fmell of camels, be¬ 
gan to fnort and prance, to run foul upon and overturn one an¬ 
other, throwing their riders, and treading them under their 

feet. Whllfl: they were in this confufion, a fmall body of horfe, 

% 

V _ _ 

commanded by Artagefes, pulhed them very warmly, to pre¬ 
vent them from rallying ; and the chariots armed with feythes 
falling furioufly upon them, they were entirely routed, with a 

v 

dreadful daughter. 

x This being the fignal, which Cyrus had given Abradatcs 

for attacking the front of the enemy’s army, he drove like light- 
• _ 

nmg upon them with all his chariots. Th^ir firft ranks were 
not able to ftand fo violent a charge, but gave way, * and were 


difperfed. 


Having broken and overthrown them, Abradates 


came up to the Egyptian battalions 


> 


which being covered with 


M.iiij 
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their bucklers, and marching in fuch ciofe order, that the ch 




had not room to pierce amongft them, gave him much mor 




r > 


trouble, and would not have been broken, had it not been f 




A 


i t 


the violence of the horfes, that trod upon them 




dreadful fpe&acle to fee the heaps of men and horfes 


It was a inoft, 


l 


ed chariots, broken arms, and all the direful effedts of the £h 



t « 


fcythes, which cut every thing in pieces that came in their v,v 

— aU AT_J J 1 • , . . . - 


But Abradates chariot having the misfortune to be overturn 


< 


ed, he and his men were killed, after they had flgnalized their 


valour in an extraordinary manner. The Egyptians then march 


mg forward in ciofe order, and covered with their bucklers 


obliged the Perlian infantry to give way, and drove them be. 


yond their fourth line, as far as to their machines 


Egyptians met with a frefh ftorm of arrows and javelins 


There the 


that 


were poured upon their heads from the rolling towers ; and the 


battalions of the Perfian rear-guard advancing fword in hand 


hindered 


their archers and fpearmen from retreating any far 


I 


ther, and obliged them to return to the charge 




Cyrus in the mean time having put both the horfe and foot 


flight 


the left of the Egypt 


did not amufe himfelf 


purfuing the 


aways. But, pufliing on diredlly to the 


center, had the mortification to find his Perfian troops had 






f* 


been forced to give way 


and rightly judging, that the only 




a 


means to prevent the Egyptians from gaining further ground 


/ • 


' a' 


f.'r 


i 




would be to attack them behind, he did fo, and fell upon their 


• '< / 




•A 


rear 


The cavalry came up 


R * 


puihed with great fury 


the fame time, and the enemy 


all fides 


Pile Egyptians, being attacked 


faced about every way, and defended themfelves 


with wonderful bravery. Cvrus himfelf was 


great danger 


1 


his horfe, which a foldier had ftabbed in the belly, linking 


<0 




der him, he fell in the midfl: of his enemies. Here was an op* 


portunity, fays Xenophon, of feeing how important it is for 




commander to have the affection of his foldiers. Officers and 


men, equally 3 alarmed at the dang 


leader 


and fav 


headlong 


which they faw their 


him 


the thick forefl: of pikes, to refcue 


He quickly mounted another horfl 


and the 


7 Ct rop. 1 vii. p. 
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battle became more bloody than ever. At length Cyrus, ad- 

1 ___ • 

miring the valour of the Egyptians, and being concerned to 
fee fuch brave men perifh, offered them honourable conditions, 

if thev would furrender, letting them know, at the fame time, 

^ _‘ 

that all their allies had abandoned them. The Egyptians ac¬ 
cepted the conditions, and, as they were no lefs eminent in 
point of fidelity than in courage, they ftipulated, that they 
ihould not be obliged to carry arms againft Croefus, in whofe 
fervice they had been engaged. From thenceforward they fer-> 
ved in the Perfian army with inviolable fidelity. 

z Xenophon obferves, that Cyrus gave them the cities of 
Larifla and Cyllene, near Cuma, upon the fea-coafl, as alfo 
other inland places, which were inhabited by their defen¬ 
dants even in his time;, and he adds, that thefe places were 
called the cities of the Egyptians. This obfervation of Xeno¬ 
phon’s, as alfo many other in feveral parts of his Cyropedia, 
in order to prove the truth of the things he advances, fliows 
plainly, that he meant that work as a true hiftory of Cyrus, at 

ft 

leaft with refpe£t to the main fubftance of it, and the greateft 
part of the fa£ts and tranfa&ions. This judicious reflection, 
Monfieur Freret makes upon this paffage. 
a The battle lafted till evening. Croefus retreated as faft 

as he could, with his troops to Sardis. The other nations in 

% 

like manner that very night directed their courfe, each to their 
own country, and made as long marches as they poflibly could. 

9 

The conquerors, after they had eaten fomething, and pofted 
the guards, went to reft. 

In defcribing this battle I have endeavoured exactly to follow 
the Greek text of Xenophon, the Latin tranflation of which 
is not always faithful. Some perfons of the fword, to whom 
I have communicated this defcription, find a defeat in the man¬ 
ner in which Cyrus difpofed of his troops in order of battle; 
as he placed no troops to cover his flanks, to fuftain his armed 
chariots, and to oppofe the two bodies of troops, which Croc¬ 
ks had detached, to fall upon the flanks of Cyrus’ army. It 


* 
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is poflible fuch a circumfkmce might efcape Xenoph 

fcribing this battle. 



Th' 






i « 





It 


is allowed that Cy 


his Perfian cavalry”, which was 


idtory was chiefly 






owing 


•V 


; , —— ”new eftablifhment, and en^ 

ely the fruit of that prince’s care and a&ivity in forming jjf 

rtnlf* nnH n p r r» <r x.i m*. 


L :^.V 

»Ur 

■v* .. 






people, and perfe&ing them 


part of the military 


which till his time they had been utterly ignorant 




m 


t - 


armed with fcythes did good fervice, and the ufe of 


The cha 




v. . 

r-t •* 


c, 


✓ ’ 

V 


-A 


i 




was ever afterwards retained among the Perfians 





i •. 


too were 


The camels!; 


not unferviceable in this battle, though Xenophon 

makes no great account of them, and obferves, that in his 

time they made no other ufe of them, than for carrying the 
baggage. 

I do not undertake to write a 


V 


V 




4 




V 


magnify his merit. It is fufficient to take 


panegyric upon Cyrus 


affair we fee all the qualities of 


¥ 

5 


that in this 


him 


JBefoi 


a great general fhine 


♦ < 


V 

an admirable fagacity and foreiight 


difcovering and difconcerting the enemy’s meafures 


finite exaclnefs in the detail of affairs 


taking care that 


' * 


* * 


% 


army fhould be provided with every thing neceffary, and all 
his orders punctually executed at the times fixed; a wonderful 
application to gain the hearts of his loldiers, and to inlpiru 
them with confidence and ardor: In the heat of a&ion, what 
a fpirit and activity ; what a prefence of mind in giving orders* 
as occafion requires; what courage and intrepidity, and at the 
fame time what humanity towards the enemy, whofe valour 
he refpecSts, and whofe blood he is unwilling to fhed! Wfi 
fhall fee by and by what ufe he made of his victory. 








>Af 




- J 


1 




.•* 


I*, r 1 


But 


hat appears to me ftill more remarkable, and more 


#. ji 


worthy of admiration than all the reft, is the conftant caredi© 


took, on all occafions 


* 

to pay that homage and worfkip to 
the Deity which he thought belonged to him. Doubtlefs 

the reader has been furpriled to fee, in the - relation I hivs 

\ 

given of this battle, how many times Cyrus, in fight of Ids 
army, makes mention of the gods, offers facrifices and libs- 


j. r 


* \ 


V 


>. r 






T- 


■ t 








t * 




% 
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b Cyrop. l.vii. p. 180. 
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msTonir of cYfcus* 


m 


them, addrefies himfelf 


them by prayer and 


cation, and implores their fuccour and protection* But in this 

• / 

I'have added nothing to the original text of the hiflorian, who 
was alfo a military perfon himfelf, and who thought it no dis¬ 
honour to himfelf or his profeffion to relate thefe particular 
circumftances. What a fhame then and a reproach would it 


be to a chriflian officer or general 



on a day of battle he 


fhould bluffi to appear as religious and devout as a pagan 
prince; and if the Lord of hofts, the God of armies, whom, 
he acknowledges as fuch, ffiould make a lefs impreffion upon 
his mind, than a refpeCl for the falfe deities of paganifm did 
upon the mind of Cyrus ? 

As for Croefus, he makes no great figure in this action $. 
not one word is faid of him in the whole engagement. But 


that profound filence, which Xenophon obferves 


gard 


him, feems, in my opinion, to imply a great deal, and gives 
to underfland that a man may be a powerful prince, or a 


rich 


potentate, without being a great warrior. 

c But let us return to the camp of the Perfians. It is eafy 
to imagine, that Panthea muft be in the utmoft affiiClion and 
diftrefs, when the news was brought her of Abradates* death* 
Having caufed his body to be brought to her, and holding it 


upon her knees, quite 


of her fenfes 


with her eyes fled 


faftly fixed upon the melancholy object, fhe thought of no¬ 
thing but feeding her grief and indulging her mifery with the 
fight of that difmal and bloody fpe&acle. Cyrus being told 


condition fhe 


immediately to her 


r. 


y m pa 


thized with her affliction, and bewailed her unhappy fate with 
tears of compaffion, doing all that he poffibiy could to give 
her comfort, and ordering extraordinary honours to be fhown 


the brave deceafed Abradates 


But 


fooner was Cy 


retired, than Panthea, overpowered with grief, flabbed herfelf 


with 

Th 


a 


dag 


and fell dead upon the body of her hufband 


very 


ey were both buried in one common grave upon the 

fp°t, and a monument was ereCted for them, which w r as Hand 
* n Hae time of Xenophon. 


c Cyrop. l.vii.p. 184 —186. 
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SECTION VI. 


T 


Taking of Sardis 9 and of Croesus 


s 

*. V 


he next day 


Sardis 


the morning 


Cy 


marched 


If we may believe Herodotus, Croefus did 


towards 


• t 


gine that Cy 


therefore marched 


intended to £hut him up in the city 


una. 


) 


id 




with his forces 


giv 


him battle 


meet him, and 


According to that hiftorian, the Lydians 


were the brave# and moft >varlike people of Aha 


principal ftrength confifted in their 


Their 


render that the lefs ferviceable to them 


Cy 


* 


order 


9 


made his camels 


advance hr#, of which animals the horfe could neither endure 


the light nor the fmell 


therefore immediately retired 


their approach. Upon which the riders difinounted 


9 


and 


engagement on foot, which was very obftinately main 


tamed on both fides; but at length the Lydians gave way, and 


were forced to retreat into the city 


e 


9 


belieged, caufing his engines 


which Cyrus quickly 


be levelled again# the 


and his fcaling-ladders to be prepared, as if he intended 


m 

I 


tack it by #orm 


But whilft he was amuling the belieged with 


thefe preparations, the night fallowing he made himfelf maf 


of the citadel, by a private way that led thereto, which he 


was informed of by a Perfian Have, who had been a fervant 


the governor of that place 


At break of day he entered the 


city, where he met with no relili-ance 


His fir# 


was 


preferve it from being plundered; for he perceived the Chal 


deans had quitted their ranks, and already begun to difperfe 


themifelves in feveral places 


_ ^ 

To flop the rapacious hands of 


foreign foldiers, and tie them as it were by a Angle command 




V- 


? ^ 


fo abounding with riches 


a 


Sardis was, is a thing 


be done but by fo lingular an authority as Cyrus had over his 


* - 


army 


He gave all the citizens to underftand, that their 


fhould be fpared, and neither their wives nor, children touch¬ 


ed, provided they brought him all their gold and filver. This 


d Herod, l.i. c. 79 


84. 


c Cyrop. 1. vii.p. 180. 
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condition they readily complied with 5 and Croefus himfelf, 
whom Cyras v ' had ordered to be conduced to him, fet them 
an example, by delivering up all his riches and treafures to the 

t 

conqueror. 

f When Cyrus had given all necefiary orders concerning the 
city, he had a particular converfation with the king, o£ whom 
he afked, among other things, what he now thought of the 

oracle of Delphos, and of the anfwers given by the god that 

► 

prefided there, for whom, it was faid, he had always had a 
great regard? Croefus firfl acknowledged, tlhat he hadjuftly 
incurred the indignation of that god, for having fhown a did* 
truft of the truth of his anfwers, and for having put him to 
the trial by an abfurd and ridiculous queftion; and then de¬ 
clared, that notwithstanding all this, he ftill had no reafon to 


pi a 


of him 


for that having confulted him, to know 
what he fliould do in order to lead an happy life, the oracle 
had given him an anfwer, which implied in fubftance, that he 
fliould enjoy a perfeft and lading happinefs, when he once 

“ For want of this know- 


came to the knowledge of himfelf 


a 


a 


ledge,” continued he, “ and believing myielf, through the 

exceffive praifes that were lavifhed upon me, to be fome- 

% 

thing very different from what I am, I accepted the title of 
generaliffimo of the whole army, and unadvifedly engaged 




Cf 


fpe&s 


againft a prince, infinitely my fuperior in 
But now that I am inftru&ed by my defeat 


all 



and 


« 


« 


begin to know myfelf, I believe I am going to begin to be 
happy*, and if you prove favourable to me, for my fate is 
“ in your hands, I fhall certainly be fo.” Cyrus, touched with 
compaffion at the misfortune of the king, who was failed in a 
moment from fo great an elevation, and admiring his'equani¬ 
mity under fuch a reverfe of fortune, treated him with a great 
deal of clemency and kindnefs. 


the 


and authority of king, 


differing him to enjoy both 

under the reftriction of .not 
having the power to make war; that is to fay, he difcliarged 

as Croefus acknowledged himfelf, from all the burden- 


fCyrop, 1. vii. p. 181 
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fome part of regal power, and truly enabled him to lead an4 
life, exempted from all care and difquiet. From thencefoi#! 
he took him with him in all his expeditions, either out of# 

fteem for him, or to have the benefit of his counfel, or 
policy, and to be the more fecure of his perfon. 



Herodotus, and other writers after him 


relate this 


with the addi tion of fome very remarkable circumftances, 
I think it incumbent on me to mention, notwithftandin 

leem to be much more wonderful than true. 



I have already obferved, that the 


* " • H + 

w 

ft* 


• -r 

nly fon Croefus had 


living was dumb. This young prince, feeing a foldier, 


the city was taken 


when 


know 


ady to give the king, whom he did 


not 


ftroke upon the head with his fcimitar, made fuel,’. 


violent effort and.ftruggl 


of fear and tendernefs 






wl 



life of his father, that he broke the firings of his tongue, and 


cried 


Soldier, fpare the life of Croefus 




■»k 


Croefus being a prifoner, was condemned by the conqueror 

alive. Accordingly the funeral-pile was prepared, 

and that unhappy prince, being laid thereon, and juft upon 


be burnt 


the point of 


recollecting the * convention he had 


formerly had with Solon, was wofully convinced of the truth 
of that philoiopher s admonition, and in remembrance thereof 

Cyrus, wftd 




cried out aloud three times, Solon, Solon, Solon! 
with the chief officers of his court was prefent at this 
was curious to know why Croefus pronounced that celebrated 
philoiopher s name with fo much vehemence in this extremity. 



▼ 

J 


Being told the reafon 


and reflecting upon the uncertain ftate 


of all fublunary things, he was touched with commiferation at 

the piince s misfortune, caufed him to be taken from the pile) 
and treated him afterwards 
and refpe£L 


long as he lived, with honpfe 


t Tbus had Solon the glory with one fingle 



» * • 




-.f ♦ 


fave the life of one king, and give a wholefome lefTonofifl 




ftru&ion to another 






•f 




u * - 


* 

. •: i 


Her 
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oi 


Pint, in Solon. 


^ This converfation is already related, p. 130, i 3 i. 
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qy 0 anfwers in particular, given by the Delphic oracle, had 
duced Croefus to engage in the war, which proved fo fatal 


in 


him 


The 


was, that he, Croefus, was to belieye him 


{elf in danger, when the Medes fiioukl have a mule to reign 

over them: The other, that when he fhould pafs the river 

* 

Halys, to make war again# the Medes, he would deftrov 


ghty empire 


From the fir# of thefe oracular anfwers he 


co 


ncluded, confidering the impoflibility of the thing fpoken of, 
that he had nothing to fear; and from the fecond he con¬ 
ceived hopes of fubverting the empire of the Medes. When 
he found how things had happened quite contrary- to his expec¬ 
tations, with Cyrus’ leave he difpatched meffengers to Del- 
phos, in order to make a prefent to the god, in his name, of a 
golden chain, and at the fame time to reproach him for having 
fo bafely deceived him by his oracles, notwithftanding all the 
vaft prefents and offerings he had made him. The god was at 
no great pains to juftify his anfwers. The mule which the 


meant was Cy 


ho derived his extraction from 


different nations 

Mede 


y 


being a Perfian by the father's fide, and 





the mother’s; and as to the great empire which 
Croefus was to overthrow, the oracle did not mean that of the 
Medes, but his own. 

It was by fuch falfe and deceitful oracles, that the father of 
lies, the devil, who was the author of them, impofed upon 
mankind, in thofe times 


of’-ignorance and darknefs. 


1 


always 

giving his anfwers to thofe that confulted him, in fuch ambi¬ 
guous and doubtful terms, that let the event be what it would, 
they contained a relative meaning. . 

When the people of Ionia and -fflolia were apprifed 
Cyrus’ having fubdued the Lydians, they fent ambafladors to 
him at Sardis, to defire he would receive them as his fubjecSls, 
upon the fame conditions he had granted the Lydians. Cyrus, 
who before his victory had folicited them in vain to embrace 


1 


of 


Ms party, and was then 


in 


by for 


condition .to compel them 


ce, anfwered them only by a fable of a fifherman 


7 


who 


* Herod. I. i. c. 141, 152, T53. 
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having played upon his pipe. 


iMi 


order to make the fifh 


▼ 


* * t 


him, in vain, found there was no way to catch them 




- < 




- i* 


by throwing his net into the water 


Failing in their hopes $ 


fucceeding this way, they applied to the Lacedaemonians, anji 


demanded their luccour. The Lacedaemonians thereup 


deputies 


Cyr 


let him know, that they would not fuj 


fer him to undertake any thing againft the Greeks 


C 


only laughed at fuch a mefTag 


and advertifed them in his 


yna 


take care, and put themfelves into a condition to defend 


turn 




own 


l 


' . r 


y 


The nations of the ifles had nothing to apprehend from Ct 


becaufe he had not yet fubdued the Phoenicians 


the Perlians any fhipping 


kd 










* 
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ARTICLE II. 


The His tor y of the Besieging and Taking of BabtloiI 


c 


by Cyrus. 


• *# 


ftaid 


, , * 

Afia Minor, till he had entirely reduced all 


the nations that inhabited it into fubje&ion, from the MbA 


fea to the river Euphrates 


and Arabia, which he alfo fubjedled 


From thence he proceeded to Sy 


After which he 


tered into Aflyria, and advanced towards Babyl 


ty of the eaft that flood 


the only 


againft him 


♦ *- 


The fiege of this important pi 


The walls of it were of 


prodig 


was no eafy enterprife, 


height, and appeared to 


be inacceflible, without mentioning the immenfe 


number 


people within them for their defence 


Befides, the city 


flored with all forts of provifions for twenty years 


However, 


thefe difficulties did not difcourag 


defig 


Gy 


But defpairing to take the pi 


from purfuing his 


• x* * 




fault, he made them believe his defig 


by ft or mp or 


at 


was to reduce it by fo 


mine 


To which end he caufed a line of circumvallation to k 


drawn quite round the city with a large and deep ditch 


that his troops might not be over fatigued, he divided his 


Herod 


Cyrop.l. vii, p. 186 
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bodies, and affigned eafch 


of them its month 


Chp■ I- 

* 

my into twelve 

for guarding the trenches. The befieged, thinking' themfelves 
out of all danger, by reafon of their ramparts and magazines, 
infulted Cyrus from the top of their walls, and laughed at all 
his attempts, and all the trouble he gave himfelf, as fo much 

unprofitable labour. 


SECTION I. 


n 


Predictions of the Principal Circumstances relating to 

the Siege and the Taking of Babylon. 

As the taking of Babylon is one of the greatefl events in an¬ 
cient hiftcry, and as the principal eircumfbmces, with which 
It was attended, were foretold in the holy fcriptures many 
years before it happened, I think it not improper, before I give 


an account of what the profane 


fay of it, briefly to 


put together what we find upon the fame head in the facred 
pages, that the reader may be the more capable of comparing 
the predictions and the accomplilhment of them together. 


I. The Prediction of the Jewish Captivity at Babylon , 

and the TlME of its DURATION 

God Almighty was pleafednot onjytocaufethe captivity, which 
his people were to fufFer at Babylon, to be foretold a long time 


before it came to pafs, but likewife to fet down the exaCl nuim 
ber of years it was to Iaft. The term he fixed for it was fe- 
7 years, after which he promifed he would deliver them. 


vent 


by'bringing a remarkable and an eternal deftruClion upon the 
city of Babylon, the place of their bondage and confinement. 


And thefe 




“ years,” 


lhall ferve the king of Babylon feventy 


Jer. xxv. 11 







• The Causes of God's Wrath againf Babylon. 

That which kindled the wrath of God againfi: Babylon was 
Her infupportable pride ; 2. Her inhuman cruelty towards 
Jews ; and, 3. The facril egious impiety of her king. 

J * Ker pride. * She believeth herfelf to be invincible. She 


N 


a 




Iternum ero domina—Dicis 


fum 


l^eter me amp^jus: non fedcbo vidua, et ignorabo ftcrilitatem. Ifa 
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fays in her 



♦ 

I am the queen of nations. 


- - 7 ^ 







< % 




itiain fo for 


There is no power equal to mine 


powers are either fubjeft or tributary to me 


> either barrennefs 


or 



Eternity is writ in my diftiny, according to the obfervati 






all thofe that have cohfulted the firars to know 



Her cruelty 


j 7 ii 


was willing, fay 


he 


It is God himfelf that complains of it. jj 


y 


to punifh my people in fuch 


ner, as a father chaftifeth his children 


I fent them for 


man. 




Vir-* 


loon 


banifhment at Babylon, with a defig 



recall them, as 


they were become more thankful and more faithfiih 


But Babylon and her prince have converted my paternal chaf. 


tifement into fuch a cruel and inhuman treatment, as my cle. 


mency abhors. Their defign has been to deftroy 


mine 


to fave 


The banifhment they have turned into a fevere bond* 


age and captivity, and have fhown no compaffion 


or 


either to age, infirmity 


regard 


j 


t 


3. The facrilegious impiety of her king. To the pride and 


cruelty of his predeceffors, Baltazar added an impiety that 


peculiar to himfelf. He did not only prefer his falfe dhinitia 


the true and only God, but imagined himfelf likewife 


have 


quifhed his power, becaufe he was pofiefTed of the 


veffels which had belonged to his worfhip; and, as if hemeait 


affront him, he affedted to apply thofe holy veflels to pro* 


fane ufes 


This was the provoking circumftance that brought 


down the wrath of God upon him* 


III. The DECREE pronounced againjl BabTLON, fsfc. 


* 


h 




Make bright 'the arrows, gather the fhields 










prophet that fpeaks to the Medes and Perfians 


» M 


The Lord 




• 1 1 




a 


.4 r-tv.i'. 


hath raifed up the fpirit of the kings of the Medes, ftfrh!f 


u 


t .\ 


device is againft Babylon to deftroyit, becaufe it is the vea- 


* .. 


<( 


geance o£ the Lord* the vengeance of his temple 




• j 




-.4 




A S 




* 




c I 


* 4 


* r u > 


t 0 


ff :-: 


r. 




1 


J 


- U 


m 


t Iratus fum fuper populum meum, et dedx eos in maim 




t 


• . 1 ' 




pofuifti eis mifericordiam : fuper fenem aggravafti jugum tuum valde. 




fuper te malum. Ifa. xlvii. 6 


** r . 

. “ ‘ 


*4 


< 's 


*<' * 4 




* 2 ’• 


1 


. V ■ *. 




I .i 


U -fV; 
* , '<*# ~ 
\ *r»\. ■ 

V' . f • r* . • . 

^ ^ 
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mS-rORf OR CYRtjS. 


Chop- 1 - 


« 


■ 

Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at hand 


i 


1 95 

day crtrel 


both with wrath and fierce anger to lay the land defolate 

n Behold, I will puiiifh the king of Babylon arid his land 
as I have punifhed the king of * Ally; 

“ 0 Shout againfi: her round about* 
cording to her work 
do unto her: 


> 


Recompenfe her ac* 

rding to all that fhe hath done 


and fpare ye not her young men 


* 


ly all her hoft 


deftroy 


Every one that is found lhali be 


thruft thro’, 2nd every one that is joined 


them fhall 


u 


fail by the fword. .Their children alfo fhall be dafhed to 

pieces before their eyes, their houfes fhall be fpoiled, and 
their wives ravifhed* 

them, who fhall not 
fliall not delight in it 


Behold, I will ftir up the Medes againft 
regard filver ; and as for gold, they 
Their bows alfo lhali dafh the, young 


men 


to pieces, and they fhall have no pity on the fruit of 


womb 5 their eye fhall not {pare children 


(( 


O daughter 


of Babylon, who art to be deftroyed, happy fhall he be,-that 


rewardeth thee as thou haft ferved 


Happy fhall he be. 


that taketh thy children, and dafheth them againfi; the ftones 




It 


And Babyl 


the glory of kingdoms, and the beauty 


of the Chaldees excellency, fhall be as when God overthre# 


Sodom and Gomorrah 


% 

It lhali never be inhabited 


net 


ther Hi all it be dwelt in from generation to generation j nei 
ther fhall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither fhallthe fhep 


make their fold there 


if 


but wild beafts of the defert 


U 


a 


it 


(( 


a 


w 


a 


fiall lie there, and their houfes lhali be full of doleful crea¬ 
tures, and owls fhall dwell there, and fatyrs fhall dance there t 
And the wild beafts of the illand fhall cry in their defolat6 
houfes, and dragons in their pleafant palaces. s I will alfo 
make it a pofleflion for the bittern and pools of water; and 
I will fweep it with the befom of deftrudtion* faith the Lord 

faying. Surely 


of hofts 


The Lord of hofts hath fworn 


n 


I have thought, fo fhall it come to pafs; and as I hav£ 


purpofed, fo fhall it ftand 


6 


P fo. xiii. 15,18. 
* ^id. xiv. 23, 24 


Jel*. 1. 18 


cxxxvii, $ 


9 


Nij 

Ibid. 1. 15, 29* and lii 3; 

Efa. xiii. IQ, 2Z» 


the definuStlon of Nineveh, 
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IV- CtruS called to dejlroy BaBTLON , and to deliver the Jewi 


v*' 


Cyrus, whom the divine providence was to make ufe of 




as 


• V 

inftrument for the executing of his defigns of goodnefs and 


mercy towards his people 


was mentioned in the fcripture by 


P 


liis name, above two hundred years before he was born. And 




that the world migl 


# 

% 


be furprifed at the prodigious rapi. 


dity of his conquefts. God was pleafed to declare, in very lofty 


and remarkable terms, that he himfelf would be his guide 


and 


that in all his expeditions he would lead him by the hand, and 


would fubdue all the princes of the earth before him 


€( t 


Thus 




€C 


faith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whofe right hand 


€e I have holden to fubdue nations before him 5 ^nd I will 


C( 


loofe the loins of king 


open before Jiira th 


•leaved 


tc 


gates, and the gates fhall. not be fhut, I will go before thee 




tc 


and make the crooked places ftraight. I will break in pieces 




the gates of brafs, and cut in funder the bars of 


And 


i 




I will give thee the treafures of darknefs, and hidden riches 


1 


€C 


of fecret places, that thou mayeft know that I the Lord 




“ which call thee by thy name, am the God of Ifrael: For 


u 


Jacob my fervant’s fake, and Ifrael mine eleft, I have even 


- < 


* c called thee by thy name: I have furnamed thee, though 


« 


thou haft not known rue. 


55 


%* 


- V. God gives the Signal to the Commanders , and to th 


Troops 


5 


inarch againjl BaBTLON ; 


Lift ye up a banner,” faith the Lord, (< upon the high 


mountain,” that it may be feen afar oft*, and that all they who 


obey me may know my orders 


Exalt the 


them 




that are able to hear you 


Shake the hand,” and 


make a fign 


haften the march of thofe that 


far oil 




- 




to diftinguifh another fort of command. Let the officers of 


‘ f 


t * 




the troops “ go into thp gates of the nobles 


55 


the pavifir 


of their kings. Let the people of each nation range the©: 


felves around their fovereign, and make hafte to offer hi© 




% 

their fervice, and to go unto his tent, which is already let up« 


^ (€ I have commanded rny fanftified ones 


55 


T 

5 



have giveJJ 


1 Ifa. xlv. I 


4 


y Ibid. xiii. a. 


w Ibidjuii. 




HISTORY OR CYRUS* 
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ip? 


my orders to thofe whom I fanftified for the execution of my 


and thefe kings are already marching to obey 


me 


defigns; 

though they know me not. It is I that have placed them up 
on the throne, that have made feveral nations fubjedt to them 
order to accomplifti my deligns by their miniftration 


I 


m 



« have called my mighty ones * for mine anger.” I have caufed 
the mighty warriors to come up, to be the minifters and exe¬ 
cutioners of my wrath and vengeance. From me they derive 
their courage, their martial abilities, their patience, their wif- 
dom, and the fuccefs of their enterprifes. If they are invin¬ 
cible, it is becaufe they ferve me: Every thing gives way, and 

becaufe they are the minifters of my 

They joyfully labour for my glory, 
“ they rejoice in my highnefs.” The honour they have of 
being under my command, and of being fent to deliver a peo¬ 
ple that I love, infptres them with ardor and cheerfulnefs: 
Behold, they triumph already in a certain aftiirance of viftory. 


trembles before them, 
wrath and indignation 

u 


fhe prophet, a witnefs in fp 


c 


given, 


aftonilhed at the fwiftnefs 


the orders that are juft 

with which they are ex¬ 
ecuted by the princes and the people. I hear already, he cries 

out, i u the noil'e of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a 

great people 5 a tumultuous noife of the kingdoms of nations 

gathered together. The Lord of hofts muftereth the hoft 
of the battle: z 


u 


They 


« 


from a far country, from the 


end of heaven,” where the voice of God, their mailer and 


foverei 


has reached their 


hut it is not with the light of a formidable army, or of the 
kings of the earth, that 


that I behold j 

fters of his juftice 


, that I am now ftruck 
all the reft are but his reti 


■ 

it 


u 


is God himfelf 
and the mini- 
It is even the Lord and the weapons of 


bis indignation, to deftroy the whole land 

A .grievous vilion is declared unto me.” The * impious 


th© 


Baltazar, king of Babyl 

treacherous dealer dealetli treacheroufly, and the fpoiler 


continues to aft impioully 


Niij 


* Ifa. xiii. 4. 


mea. Heb. in iram meam 


z Ibid. ver. 5. 


Ibid. 


* This is the fenfe of the Hebrew word. 
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fc fpoileth,” To put an end to thefe excefFes 


y 


g° u p, 


prince of Perfia; “ go up, O Elam And thou prince of 


Medes 


befiege thou Babylo 


Befiege, O Media 



CC 


fighing, which fhe was the caufe of, have I made 




f.' 


r B ‘ 




r-v* 

r*' 


/ 


That wicked city is taken and pillaged ; her power is 



'.'VA 




* 


Cnd, and my people is delivered 





A * 


<* » 




fV 




- 4 


r / 


A.- 




VI 


Particular Circumtances fet do%v 


• ■ t 

\*<y 


There 


the Siege and the Taking of Babylon. 


elating 







• r 


♦ • « 




• * V, .. 


nothing, methinks 


that 


i . 

♦ * 


be more proper tq 




raife a profound reverence in us for religion, and to give 






5 


great idea of the Deity, than to obferve with what exaftnefs 




he 


his prophets the principal circumftances of the 


> ‘ 


belleging and taking of Babyl 




> 


nly many years, but fe. 








w 

* 

al ages, before it happened 


► 






** V 


* r V 


I 


% ' 


I. 


* 

We have already feen, that the army, by which Babyloq 


»* 


will be taken 


is 


commanded by Cy 


conftft of Medes and Persians, andty&j 


s, & 

It/; 


•'A'j 




The city fhall be attacked after a very extaordinary 


way that fhe did. not at all expedt 


•y 


b cc 


Therefore fhall 


• t • * ' 


CC 


evil come upon thee; thou fhalt not know from whence 


4 S 




1 - ♦ 


CC 


rifeth.” She fhall be all on a fudden and in an inftant 


f 


whelmed with calamities 


hich fhe did not forefee 


De. 


1 -4 


l 




folation fhall come upon thee fudcfenly, which thou fhalt 


> 


CC 


know 


77 


In a word, fhe fhall be taken, as it were, 


gin, berore fhe perceiveth that any fhares have been 


o 


laid for her: d ^ I have laid a fnare for thee, and thou artalfq 


cc 


taken, O Babylon, and thou waft not aware 


77 


3. Babylon reckoned 


Euphrates alone was fufficient tQ 




render her impregnable, and triumphed in her being fo 


tageoufly fituated and defended by fo deep 


cc 


that dwelleft upon many waters It is God 



points out Babylon under that defcrii: 


Euphrates fhall be the caufe of her 


t 

And yet that 



* < 






.t •< * ** 




Cy 


'9 





VC r* 


fti atagem, of which there never had been anv example before 




** 


■4-;, 


* * 


has there been any thing like it fince, fhall divert the 





* \ 


rl * 




9 • r 


b Ifa. xlvii. 1 


I 


c 


Ibid 


d 


* I 4 


r Jcr. 1. 24. 


e 


Ibid. % 15 


A. 


■ - * 


> * 


•< ✓ 
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/ 

of that river, fhall lay its ^channel dry, and by that means open 
Jiimfelf a pafTage into the city : f “ I will dry up her fea^ and 
^ make her fprings dry. A drought is upon her waters, and 


a they fhall be dried up. Cyrus fhall take pofleflion of the 

* 

keys of the river; and the waters, which rendered Babylon in- 
accellxble, fhall be dried up, as if they had been confumeckby 

“ The pafFages are flopped, and the reeds they have 


ire 


burnt with fire. 

4. She fhall be taken in the night-time, upon a day of feafl> 

# 

ing and rejoicing, even whilfl her inhabitants are at table, and 

4 * 

think upon nothing but eating and drinking: h “ In her heat 
“ I will make their feafls, and I will make them drunken, that 
u they may rejoice, and deep a perpetual fleep, and not wake, 
w faith the Lord. It is remarkable, that it is God who does 
all this, who lays a fnare for Babylon ; 1 “ I have laid a fnare 
K for thee who drieth up the waters of the river 5 “ I will 


5 * 


u dry up her fea 5 and who brings that drunkennefs and drow 
finefs upon her princes ; k “ I will make drunk her princes 

5. The king fhall be feized in an indrant with an incredible 


and perturbation of mind 


1 


My loins are filled with 


9 

“ pain; pangs have taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a 

si woman that travaileth: I was bowed down at the hearing 

■ 

of it; I was difmayed at the feeing of it: My heart panted, 
fearfulnefs affrighted me: The night of my pleafure hath 


if 


U 


“ be turned into fear unto me. 




This is the condition Bal« 


T 

tazar was in, when in the middle of the entertainment he faw 
an hand come out of the wall, which wrote fuch characters up¬ 
on it, as ncme of his diviners could either explain or read ; but 
more efpecially when Daniel declared to him, that thofe cha 

ra&ers imported the fentence of his death. m “ Then, 
the fcripture, “ 


T 


11 


s 


cc 


fay 

the king’s countenance was changed, and his 

l 

thoughts troubled him, fo that the joints of his loins were 
u loofed, and his knees fmote one againfl another.” The ter¬ 
ror, aftonilhment, fainting, and trembling of Baltazar are here 
defcribed and expreffecl in the fame manner by the prophet who 


Niiij 


*• 

J er < I.38. andli, 36.' 

^ ibid. ii. J7, 


S Ibid. li. 3 a. 

»Ifa. xxi. 3,4 


11 Ibid. li. 39 

v. 6, 


1 Ut fupra 



too 


HISTORY OF CYRUSr 


■v* *. - 






*'*i X'$l: 
* A- 


u 


Book m 




y 


5 < 






**V‘ 


ft 




< '4 


was an eye-witnefs of them, as they were by the prophet 




it 


* ► 


U 


V\ 


K V- 


* * %** 


foretold them two hundred years before 



I 


But Ifaiah muff have had 




i 

traordinary meafure of dj, 




illumination, to be able to add, immediately after thede. 


fcription of Baltazar s confternation, the following words : p re . 




pare the table, watch in the watch-tower: eat, drink 0 ” 


The 


prophet forefees, that Baltazar, though terribly difmayed and 


confounded at firft, fhall recover his courage and fpirit again 


through the exhortations of his 


j 


but more particu 


larly through the perfuafion of the queen, his mother, who 


prefented to him the unreafonablenefs of being affedfed with 


fuch unmanly fears, and 


fTary 


«c 


Let not thy 


thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed 


They exhorted him therefore to make himfelf eafy 


fatisiy 


V 

I 


himfelf with giving proper orders, and with the affurance of 


being advertifed of every thing by the vigilance of the 


nels; to order the reft of the fupper to be ferved 


y 


if nothing 


had happened; and to recall that gaiety and joy, which his 


ceffive fears had banifhed from the table 






watch in the watch 


Prepare the table 




drink 


6. But at the fame time that men are giving their orders 




) 


God on his part is likewife giving his 


cc 


Arife ye princes-and 


t£ 


anoint the fhield 


77 


It is God himfelf that commands 


princes to advance, to take their arms, and to enter boldly 


city drowned in wine, and buried in fleep 


7 • Ifaiah acquaints us with two material and important 


cumftances 


concerning 


the taking of Babyl 


The firft 


that the troops with which it is filled 


fhall not keep their 


ground, or hand firm any where, neither at the palace 


J 


nor 


the citadel 


any other public place whatfoever; that thef 




fhall defert and leave one another 


r 


without thinking of any 


thing but making their efcapej that in running away they 


I . • ~ 


r\ 


lhall difperfe themfelves, and take different roads, juft 


i • * 


hock of dedr, or of fheep, is difperfed and fcattered, whea 


* ■ K, 




they are affrighted 


And it fhall be as a chafed 


and 




Ifa. xxi. j 


Dan 


p Ifa. xxi. 14 


Ibid 
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Chap* L 

i« a fheep that no man taketh upi” The fecond circum- 

♦ 

ftance is, that the greateft part of thofe troops, though they 
were in the Babylonian fervice and pay, were not Babylonians; 
and that they lhall return into the provinces from whence 
t hev came, without being purfued by the conquerors; becaufe 
the divine vengeance was chiefly to fall upon the citizens of 
Babylon: w x They lhall every man turn to his own people, 
u a nd flee every one into his own land.” ' 

8. Lajily , Not to mention the dreadful {laughter, which is to 
be made of the inhabitants of Babylon, where no mercy will 
be fliown either to old men, women or children, or even to 

the child that is ftiil within its mother’s womb, as has been 

» w 


already taken notice of ; the laft circumftanCe, I fay, the pro¬ 
phet foretels, is the death of the king himfelf, whofe body Is 
to have no burial, and the entire extinction of the royal fami¬ 
ly; both which calamities are defcribed in the fcripture, after 

a manner equally terrible and inftructive to all princes. u s But „ 

\ 

u thou art call out of thy grave, like an abominable branch. 

“ Thou (halt not be joined with them (thy anceftors) in burial, 

K becaufe thou haft deftroyed thy land, and flain thy people.” 
That king is juftly forgot, who has never remembered; that 
he ought to be the protector and father of his people. He 
that has lived only to ruin and defltroy his country, is unworn 



enemy to mankind, living or dead, he ought to have no place 


amongft them. He was like unto the wild beafts of the field. 


and like them he ihall be buried: And flnee he had no fenti 


ments of humanity himfelf, he deferves to meet with no hu¬ 
manity from others. This is the fentence, which God himfelf 


pronounceth againft Baltazar : And the malediction extends it- 
felf to his children, who were looked upon as his aflbeiates in 
die throne, and as the fource of a long pofterity and fuccef- 
fion of kings, and were entertained with nothing by the flat¬ 
tering courtiers, but the pleating profpeefts and ideas of their 
future grandeur. 1 (( Prepare flaughter for his children, for 
the iniquity of their fathers; that they do not rife nor pof- 


r Iia. xiii. 


14. 


* Ifa, xiv. 19, 20. 


1 Ibid. xiv. 21, ZZ. 
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* c fefs the land 


t 

For I will rife up again# them, 'faith 


<c of hofts, and cut off* from Babylon the name and 




and fan and nephew, faith the Lord 



4f 




‘; f:> l 


4 1 


i r ■" 

■hi 


SECTION II 


^ “ 


i 


A Description of the Taking of Babtlon 




V ^ 


% 

After having feen the predictions of every thing that 


' 




t 


happen /to impious Babyl 


it is now time to come to the 


V 


• \ 


completion and accomplishment of thole prophe 


order thereto, we mu ft refume the thread of our hiftorv 


andm 


yelped: to the taking of that city 


> 




4 - 








As foqn as Cyrus faw the ditch, which they had long work 


i *. 


ed upon. 


ftnilhed, he beg 


execution of his vaft: deft 


to think ferioufty upon 




‘ i' 


"u 


body 


gn, which as yet he hackcommu 


Providence foon furniftied him with as it 


opportunity for this purpofe as he could defn 


He 


informed, that in the city, on fuch a day 


y 


to- be celebrated 


great feftival was 


fol 


and that the Babyl 


on occafion of 


mnity, were accuftomcd to pafs the whole 


drinking and debauchery 


ght k 


Baltazar himfelf 


was 


J° 


concerned in this publics 


• , 
S' 


than any other, and gave a magnificent entertainment 


the chief officers of the kingdom, and the ladies of thi} 


court. In the heat of his wine he ordered the gold and five? 


eftels 


Inch had been taken from the tenmle of Jerufale 



j 


be brouo-ht out j and, as an 




he. 


infult upon the God of Ifrael 


his whole court, and all his concubines, drank out of thofe 


facred veftels 


God, who was provoked at fuch infolence and 


impiety, in the very action made him fenfible, who it was 


he affronted, by a fudden apparition of 


tam characters upon the wall 


hand writing 





4 . 


▼ 

* f 


.SfV 


\ S 


• V 


and frighted 


t th 


vifion 


The king 


ibly fur 







A 4 r 


M 


1 


mmediately fent for all his wile 






men* his diviners 


A / 


and aftrologers, that they might read 


« »• ** 
v.T 






writing to him, and explain the meaning of it. But they 






< 'S' 


r* 


9 


came m 




5 


of them being able to expound the 



c‘* 1 


9*4 


I* 


' “ v 




Ban 


i 


• 2 Q 


V 


V. 


r 

% V 
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ter, or even 


read the characters 


2p3 

It is probably in rela¬ 


tion 


this 


that Ifaiah, after having foretold to 


J 3 abylo 


n 


y 


that flie fliall be overwhelmed 


w 


ith 


lamities 


which die did 


peCt, adds, Stand now with tliine 


chantments, and with the multitude of thy forceries. Let 
now the aftrologers, the ftar-gazers, the monthly prognof- 
ticators hand up, and fave thee from thefe things that fliall 

Ifa. xlvii. 12, 13. The queeii-mother. 


« come upon 


thee 


yy 


Nitocris, a princefs of great merit, coming upon the noife of 
this prodigy into the banquetting-room, endeavoured to com 


4 

pofe the fpirit of the king, her fon, advifing him to fend for 
Daniel, with whofe abilities in fuch matters fhe was well -ac 
quainted, and whom fhe had always employed in the govern^ 
ment of the ftate, 

Daniel was therefore immediately fent for, and fpoke to th« 
king with a freedom and liberty becoming a prophet. He put; 
him in mind of the dreadful manner, in which God had pu¬ 
nched the pride of his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, and the 
cr/fflgT abufe he made of his power, when he acknowledged 
Jio law but his own will, and thought himfelf mafter to exalt 
and to abafe, to inflict deftruCtion and death wherefoever he 


would, only becaufe fuch was his will 
“ thou his fon 

thine heart. 


nd pleafure 


(C 


And 




K 


” %s he to the king, u haft not humbled 
though thou kneweft all this, but haft lift ? 

en ; and they have 
hee, and thou and 


(C 


(C 


(( 


ed up thyfelf agamft the Lord of heaven; 
brought the veflels of his- houfe before thee, 

♦ 

thy lords, thy wives and thy concubines, have drank 
them; and thou haft praifed the gods of ftlver and gold 


of brafs 


iron, wqod, and ftone 


a 


fee not. 




^ ^ tl, in whofe hand thy breath 


hear, 
, and 


u 


whofe are all thy ways, haft thou not glorified. Then was 

part of the hand fent from him, and this writing was 


the 


The reafon why they could not read this fentence was, that it was written 
>n Hebrew letters, which are now called the Samaritan characters, and which. 

e Babylonians aid not underfland. 

^ wou ^ ^ ew J an d whom he would he kept alive, and whom hq 

e ^ V P> whom he w<?uld he put down, Dan. y. 19* 
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€C 


» 

Written. And this is the Writing that was written * 


* 


(T*r 


“ Tekf.j., x Ufharsin 


M 


J - 









l •* 


“ Mexe, God hath 


rhis is the interpretation of the thin 


bcred thy kingdom 


" Tekel, thou art weighed in the balances 


and hnifhed 


g) 


i and art 


<rf wanting 



O * 


€C 


Medes and Perilans 


Peres, thy kingdom is divided, and given to tW 


77 rp 


fhould have enhanced the king’s trouble 


Phis interpretation, one would thing 


* 

\ 


1 


but fome Way or 6i 


ther they found means to difpel his fears, and make him eafy 


probably upon a perfuafion, that the calamity was not denbim 


if. 


ced as prefent or immediate, and that time might furnifh them' 


with exped 


This however is certain, that for 


fear of difturbing the general joy of the prefent feftival, the/ 


put off the difcuffion of ferious matters to another time and 


fat down again to their mirth and liquor, and continued thei* 


eveilings to a very late hour 


Cyrus, in the 


ell informed of the confufioii 


that was generally occafioncd by this feftival, both in the palace 


and the city, had pofted a part of his troops on that fide where 


tfte river 


where it 


the city, and another part on that fide 


w 


out 5 and had commanded them to enter the 


city that very night, by marching along the channel of the 


ver 


> 


foon as ever they found it fordable. Having Given all 

O O 


effary orders, and exhorted his 


facers to follow him* 


prefenting to them, that he marched under the condu&of 


the gods; in the evening he 




open the great recep¬ 


tacles, or ditches, on both fides of the town, above and below, 


that the water of the river 


ght run into them 


Bv this 


A 


the Euphrates was quickly emptied, and its channel be- 




cry 


Then the two fore 


d bodi 


6 


order 


of troops. 


r* 


went into 


channel, the one cp 






* . r 


u* t 


•r a 


**• 


. - -I 


tndeu by Gobryas, and the other by Gadates, and advanced 






- 


V > 






♦ *. > * 




" * 


other wi 


ib 


meeting 


ith any obftacle 


Thd 




m ’ t. 

r<:\ 




r ^ 




« * 


O 


uide, who had promifed to open all the gates to Cf 




\ 4 -* 




'•'< : n * 


ms, made the general negligence and diforder of that riotous 




W - — 

'A 


o ■ 


7 <'» 


» ► 




• 


fer\ e to the leaving open of the gates of brafs, which 


r' C • 


t . 


. . • 


t * 


1 r* * 


x Or Peres 


Y Cyrop. 1 . vii. p. iPg 




* 


"Jliefc three words figni-fv number. weight, diviHon. 
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^ere made to {hut up the defcents from the keys to the ri¬ 


ver, 


and which alone, if they had 


to have defeated the 


been left open, were 


hole enterprife, . Thus did 


bodies of troops penetrate into the very heart of the 
at any eppofition, and meeting together at the roval 


fufficient 

theft two 

f jty withe 

palace, according to their agreement, furprifed the guards, and 

fut them to pieces. Some of the company that were within 
the palace opening the doors, to know what noife it was they 
heard without, the foldiers rufhed in, and quickly made them 
jelves mailers of 

them fword in hand, at the head of tlipfe that were in the way 
to fuccour him, they killed him,, and put all thpfe that at¬ 
tended him to the fword. The fir ft thing the conquerors did 


And meeting the king, who came up 


afterward s 


thank the 


ods for having at laft punifhed 


that impious king. Thefe words are Xenophon’s, and are ve¬ 
ry remarkable, as they fo perfectly agree with what the ferip^ 
tuies have recorded of the impious Baltazar. 

1 The taking of Babylon put an end to the Babylonian em¬ 
pire, after a duration of two hundred and ten years from the 
beginning of Nebuchodonofor’s reign, who was the founder 
thereof. Thus was the power of that proud city abolifhed, 
jurt fifty years after fhe had deflroyed the city of Jerufalera 
and her temple. And herein were accomplifhed thefe predic¬ 
tions, which the prophets Ifaiab, Jeremiah, and Daniel had~de~ 
ounced againfl her, and of which we 
particular account. There is flill one m 


have already given ; 
ore, the mofl impor 


tant, and the moft incredible of them all, and yet the feript 
has fet it down in the flrongefl terms, and marked it out v 

reateft exacStnefs ; A prediction literally fulfilled in all 




^ m 

t> 


points 5 the proof of which flill actually fubhits, is the moft 
eafy tq be verified, and indeed of a nature not to be contefled. 
^hat I mean is the prediction of fo total And abfolute a ruin 


0i Babylon, that 


left of 


aft remains or footfteps lhould be 


I think it may not be improper to giv 


of the perfe<ft accompli foment of this famous prophecy, bef« 
Proceed to fpeak of what followed the taking of Babyh 


2 A. M. 34^6. Ant. J. C. 538. 
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*Kv 

*The Completion of the Prophecy ’which foretold the totals 

and Destruction of Babylon. '1 


T, 


prediction we find recorded 


* k 


But particularly in Ifaiah, in the xiiith^chapt 


to the 2 2d verfes 


feveral of the pr 

from the 




r* * 



y 


and in the 23d and 24th verfes of the i«i* 


page 104, &g 


chapter. I have already inferted it at larg 

» there declared, that Babylon fhould be utterly deftroyed 
the criminal cities 

tli at ihe fhall be r 


L 



1 • f ». 




M 


of Sodom and Gomorrah formerly 






more inhabited 


» that flie fhall,never 

rebuilt 3 that the Arabs fhall not fo much as fet up their teiid 


there 




that neither herdfman 




fhepherd, fhall come 


P 



even to reft his herd or his flock; that it fhall become a 
ling-place for the wild beafts, and a retreat for the birds 
the night; that the place where it flood fnall be covered 


S' 


I 



• V 



marfh 


fen, fo that 


—^ j x\j inat au> ij 

^ / 

left to fliow where Babylon had been 


mark or footftep Hif[< 


It 


God himfelf 





pronounced this fenten 


and it is for the fervice of religion 


a6lly every article of it has been 


* 

be a royal City, thf 



to fliow how e:? 

^ccomplifhedi 

I. In the fir ft place, Babvlon ceafed 

kings of Perfia chufing to refide elfewhere 

* 

more in Shufan, Ecbatana, Perfepolis, or any other plac 
did fehunfelves deftroy a good part of Babylon* 

a H* We ar ^ informed by Strabo and Pliny, that the 
donians, who fucceeded the Perfians, did 

and forbear to make any embellifhments, or even 



* * 


J 








•V 
^ * 


hood 


but that moreover they built # Seleucia in the 
on purpofe to draw away its inhabitants. 




be deferted 


Nothing can better explain what the prop 



1 


« * 


+ * 


M 




880 


C * 


% / 


& 


kartem urbis Perfae diruerunt, partem 


Macc 



negiigentia ; maxime poftquam Seleucus Nicator Seleuciam ad Tigrim 
ftadiis tantum trecentis a Babylone diffitam. Strab. 1 . xvi. p. 38. 

In folitudinem rediit exhaufta vicinitate Seleuciae, ob id conditae a 

fnfcra nonagefmmm (or qu adr agefimum) lapidem-. Plia, l vi, e . 



4 ^ 


t « 

V 


♦ ► ^ 



z6* 


9 

X 
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had foretold; “ It fhall not be inhabited.” Its own mailers 

deavour to depopulate it. 

,r 

III* 1 he new kings of* Perfia, who afterwards became maf— 


of Babylon, completed the ruin of 


by building 




Cte 


fiphon, which carried away all the remainder of the inhabi 
tants5 fo that fioni the tune the anathema was pronounced a 
gainft that city, it feems as if thofe very perfons, that otight 


to have prote&ed her, were become her enemies; as if they all 
had thought it their duty to reduce her to & ftate of folitude. 
by indire& means, though without ufing any violence; tka£ 
it might the more manifeftly appear to be the hand of God, 
rather than the hand of man, which brought about her deftnic* 

ft 

tion. 

b IV. She was fo totally forfaken, that nothing of her was 
left remaining but the walls. And to this condition was the 
reduced at the time when f Paufanias wrote his remarks upon 
Greece. (s Ilia autem Babylon, omnium quas unquam fol aft- 


« 


pexit urbrum maxima, jam pr 

Pauf. in Arcad. p. 509 


muros nihil habet 


■eli- 


" qui.” 


V. The kings of Perfia, finding the place deferted, made 
park of it, in which they kept wild beafts for hunting. 


Thu 


s 


did it becom 


the prophet had foretold, a dwelling-pl 


for ravenous beafts, that are enemies to man 


for 


animals, that flee before him 


# 

Inftead of citizens, fhe was 


alTes 


inhabited by wild boars, leopards, bears, deer, and wild 


Babylon was now the retreat of fierce 


ly creatures 


favage, dead*- 


that hate the light, and delight in darknefs. 


Wild beafts of the defert fhall lie there, and dragons ihall 
dwell in their pleafant palaces.” 

St- Jerom has tranfmitted to us the following valuable re*- 


mark, which he had from 

&en what 


related 


him 


« 


Idamita, qui de iMis ftnibus egredien 


a Perfian monk, that had liimfelf 

“ Diclicimus a quodam fratre 


> 


Hierofolymis 


* 4 


b 


A. C. 96. 


ft 


Seluciam 

0D * in cap. jyii. jf a . 


c Ifa. xiii 21, 22 . 

9 

Ctefiphontem urbes Perfarum. 


d A. C. 40c. 


feceront 


S 5 


t He wrote in, the reign of Antoninus, filecefibr to Adrian* 




20 $ 


HISTORY OF CYRUS* 





i 

' *, - **. •* 


' *■' Tr' 


M tarn e 


*C 


igit monachorum, venationes regias efTe in Babylon 


> • ? 


et omnis generis beflias murorum. ejus ambitu tantum 


+tj s ' *• 




« ... 


* ff tineri. In cap. Ifa. xiii. 22 



VI. -But it was flill too much that the walls of Babylon^ 


• 9 




landing. At length they fell down in feveral places, and weit 




never repaired ► Various accidents destroyed the remainfe 


The animals, which ferved for pleafure to the Perfian 



abandoned the place: Serpents and fcorpions' remained,Jo 


<# 

that it became a dreadful place for perfons that fliould have 


the curiolity to vifit, or fearch after its antiquities. The Eu, 




phrates, that .ufed to run through the city, having no longe? 


a free channel, took its courfe another way, fo that in + Theot 


doret’s time there was but a very little fbream of water jefti 


which ran acrofs the ruins, and not meeting with a deftest, o? 


free paffage, necefTarily degenerated into a marfh. 




1 


c In the time of Alexander the Great, the river had qufc 


ted its ordinary channel, by reafon of the out-lets and canals 


which Cyrus had .made, and of which 


have already given 


*« 


an account; tliefe out-lets, being ill flopped up, had occaiioned 


a great inundation in the country r Alexander defignmg tofix 


the feat of his empire at Babylon, projected the bringing back 


of the Euphrates into its natural and former channel, and had 


actually fet his men to work. But the Almighty, who watchi 


\ 


ed over the fulfilling of his prophecy, and who had declared 




lie would defirov even to the very remains and footlifpsof 


Babylon, f “ I will cut off from Babylon the name and rem 









. L 




defeated this enterprife by the death of Alexander 


* 


hich happened foon after. 


It is 


afy 


prehend how; 


) 


after this, Babylon being neglected to fuch a degree as we have 


feen. its river was converted into an inaccefiible pool, which 


> 


ft 


/v 


covered the very place where 


impious city had 



as 




Ifaiah had foretold 


I will make it pools of 


« 


M 






y'? *? 


+ ♦ 




» ‘ ^ 


this 


was 


ceffary, lefi the place where Babyl 


had flood 


, . 


* * 


u 


fliould be difeovered hereafter by the courfe of the 



VII. By means of all thefe changes Babylon became an ut^ 


r 


c Arrian, dc exped. Alex, L viii. 


f Ifa. xiv. 22. 


3 Ibid. *3 


* 


quondam urbem ipfam tnediam dividebat 


autem 


flntiiffl 


converfus eft in aliam 


1 . ■'Jerem. ver, 3b, et 39 


miniijius aquarum 


meatus 



ter 
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defert, and all the country- round fell into the fame flate 
of defolation and horror; fo that the mofl able * geographers 
at this day cannot determine the place where it flood. In this 

. h « i ma ke 


and 



inner God’s prediction was literally fulfilled • h “ 
it a poflefiion for the bittern, and pools of water 
will fweep it with the befom of definition, faith the Lord 
of Lofts.” I myfelf, faith the Lord, will examine with a 
Ions eye, to fee if there be any remains of that city, which 

an enemy to my name and to Jerufalem. I will thorough- 

* 

ly fweep the place where it flood, and will clear it fo efFeCtual- 
ly, by defacing every footflep of the city, that no perfon fhall 
be able to preferve the memory of the place chofen by Nimrod, 


was 


and which I, who am the Lord, have abolifhed 


I will fweep 


ith the befom of definition. faith the Lord of hofls 


99 


VIII. God was not fatisfied with caufing all thefe alterations 


be foretold 


b 


give the greater affurance of their 


ty, thought fit to feal the prediction of them by an oath. 
The Lord of hofls hath fworn, faying. Surely as I have 


thought, fo fhall it come to pafs 


and 


I 


purpofed 


> 


fo fhall it Hand.” But if we fhould take this dreadful oath 


full latitude 


mu ft 


confi 


inhabitants, or to the 


either to Babyi 


pr 


that 


gned therein 


The malediction relates to the whole world , it is the general 
anathema pronounced againfl the wicked; it is the terrible 
decree, by which the two cities of Babylon and Jerufalem fhall 


and 


be feparated for ever, 
the good and the wicked, 
fhall fubfifl till the day of 


eternal div 


b 


put bet 


The feriptures that have foretold 
:s execution. The fentence is wi 


r 


elig 


« 


and depofited, as it were, in the public archives of 
The Lord of hofls hath fworn, faying. Surely 


I have thought, fo fhall it come to pafs 5 and as I have pur¬ 
posed, fo fhall it Hand.” 

^hat I have faid of this prophecy concerning Babylon is 


aimoft entirely taken out- of 
' v hich is ftill j n manufeript 


excellent treatife upon Ifaiali 


3 


Volume II. 


o 


h Ifa. xiv 23. 


Iwnc oixinino deftruda, ita lit vix ejus fuperjfmt 


i Ibid. 24. 


•Baudran 
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SECTION IV. 


What followed upon the "TAKING of BaBTLON 


x&dh 

- -,-7*:Ov - 

<Ar 

..3 

' 

* IV «/.• 


i.r*> 


Cyrus k entered the city after the manner we have 


put all to the fword that were found in the ftreets; 



K' . 


commanded the citizens to bring him all their arms, and aft& 








<V >• ' 


wards to fhut themfelves up in their houfes. The next 


\.r -vw., • 

- '%' • 


»K 


U 


' + / - 





ing, by break of day, the garrifbn, which kept the citadel, 0 


* 




ing apprifed that the city was taken, and their king killed 


y 


« 

rendered themfelves to Cyrus. Thus did this prince, 



< ' » 


without ftr iking a blow, and without any refiftance, find hi®. 




V. 


>V'-r 


r -j 


v . 


felf in peaceable poffeffion of the ftrongeft place in ,the world 


' . a 




w 


+* . 4 




The firft thing he did was, to thank the gods for the fuccefi 


• *. 


» ,**.*■,» 


they had given him. And then having affembled his pri 


> * . » 



r 

officers, he publicly applauded their courage and 




•• * 





# «. *v 


their zeal and attachment to his perfon, and diftributed re. 


rj 


r r 




* * 


nr 

f M • 


wards to his whole army. 1 After which he reprefented to- 


V: 


i > 


them, that the only means of preferring what they had at 




r-.ii 


u # 


quired was to perlevere in their ancient virtue 5 that the 


V * « 


% 



1 




per end of vi£lory was not to give themfelves up to 



and pleafure j that, after having conquered their enemies^ 


» • * 

force of arms, it would be fhameful to fuffer themfelves to h 


4-> 


overthrown by the allurements of pleafure ; that, in 


“* ^.<'1 


• * 





♦ . •-* 


♦ 

ihaintain their ancient glory, it behoved them to keep up>. 


* - 


mongft the Perfians 


t 


Babylon the fame difcipline they had' 


obferved in their own country, and as a means thereto, take 


V 


a particular care to give their children education. 


This, fajs 


h 




y 


will neceflarily engage us daily to make further advance 


> ♦ 


ments in virtue, as it will oblige us to be diligent and 



W 


r. 




in fetting them good examples : Nor will it be 


' W !< 


to be corrupted, when they fhall neither hear nor fee an 





* w 


amongft us, but what excites them to virtue, and fhall be'tffj 






tinually employed in honourable and laudable exercifes. 


A 
SI' 

< 1 I i 






m 


Cyrus committed the different parts and offices 



0 1 

vernment to different perfons, according to their various w 


X 


fc.Cyrop. 1 . vii.p. 192. 


Ip. 197, 200, 


m p, 202* 






History of cyrus, 


lit 


£kp- & 

lents and qualifications : But the care of forming and appoint 
iftg general officers, governors of provinces, minifters and am- 
bafladors, he referved to himfelf, looking upon that as the pro 
per duty and employment of a king, upon which depended hi: 


glory, the fuccefs of his affairs, and the happinefs and tranquil 
Utyof liis kingdom. His great talent was, to ftudy the particu¬ 
lar character of men, in order to place every one in his proper 
fphere, to give them authority in proportion to their 


to 


make their private advancement 


tvitli the public good 


and to make the whole machine of the ftate move in fo 


regu 


manner 


that every part fhould have a dependence up 
Oil, and mutually contribute to fupport each other; and that 
the ftrength of one fhould not exert itfelf but for the benefit 

and advantage of the reft. Each perfon had his diftrift,, and 

% 

his particular fphere of bufinefs, of which he gave an account 


another above him, and he 




third, and fo on, till 


by thefe different degrees and regular fubordination, the cog 


of affairs came 


the king himfelf 


y 


who did not ftand 


idle in the midft of all this motion, but was, as it were, the foul 

to the body ’of the ftate; which by this means he governed with 
as much eafe, as a father governs his private family. 

When he afterwards fent governors, called Satrapae, into 

s fubjccftion, he would not fuffer the 


the provinces under li 
particular governors of places 


the commanding officers of 


the troops, kept on foot for the fecurity of the country, to de 

or to be fubje(ft to any 
that if any of the fatrapae, elated with his 


pend upon thofe provincial governors. 


but liimfelf 


power or riches, made an ill ufe of his authority, there might be 
nd witneffes and cenfots of his maleaclminiftration within 



government 


avoided 


For there was nothing he fo carefully 
the trufting any one man with an abfolute power, 
knowing that a prince will quickly have reafon to repent 
•shaving exalted one perfon fo high, that all others are there- 


by abafed and kept under 

bus Cyrus eftablifhed a wonderful order with refp 

Oij 


to his 




n C’yoop.l, via. p. jjp. 
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military affairs, his treafury, civil government 


O 


all the 




provinces he had perfons of approved integrity, who gavel^ 


of every thing that paffed 


He made it his 


prin 


pal care to honour and reward all fuch as difHnguiflied them. 


felves by their merit, or were eminent in any refpedt what. 


••f 


ever. 


He infinitely preferred clemency *to martial courage 


becaufe the latter is often the caufe of ruin and defolation to 


whole nations, whereas the former is always beneficent and 


ufeful. p He was fenfible, that good laws contribute very much 


the forming and 


preferving of 


good manners 


but 


his 


opinion, the prince by his example was to be a living law'to 


his people : q Nor did he think a man worthy to reign over 


others, unlefs he was more wife and virtuous than thofehe 


8* 


verned: r He was alfo perfuaded, that the fureft means fora 


prince to gain the refpeef of his courtiers, and of fuch as ap. 


proached his perfon, was to have fo much regard for them, a 


do or to fay any thing before them, contrary to the rules 


of decency and good manners. 


Liberality he looked upon as a virtue truly royal, nor did 


he think there was any thing great or valuable in riches, but 


the pleafure of diffributing them to others. 


t cc 


I have prodi 


cc 


gious riches,” fays he to his courtiers, “ I. own, and I am 


« 


glad the world knows 


but 




may aflure yourfelves 


> 


<( 


they are as much 


For 


what end fliould 


£( 


I heap up wealth ? For my own ufe, and to confume it mj* 


cc 


felf ? That would be impoflible, if I defired it. 


No: The 


C( 


chief end I aim at is to have it in my power to reward thofe 


i ■ 


<£ 


who ferve the public faithfully, and to luccour and relieve 


* 


♦ r 0 




thofe that will acquaint me with their wants and neceffities 


% 


u Croefus one day reprefented to him, - that by co 




giving he would at laft make himfelf poor, whereas he might 


- 


have amaffed infinite treafures, and have been the riclieft 


in the world.* “ And to what fum,” replied Cyrus, 


(( 




t 


t 


ct 


think thofe treafures might have amounted?” Croefusfla#’ 


t 

.1 

ka . < 


J * 


ed a certain fum. 


which was immenfely great. 


Cvrus there- 


• « 

P'\ 

► 


% 


L •• 

r * ■ 


1 


r 


■ 

» V 


° Cyrop. 1 . viii. p. 209. 


P P. -204. 


<3 P. 205 


r p, 30 | 


A- 


rr. 


s P. 209. 


t p. 225. 
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upon 


ordered a little note to be writ to the lords of his 


which it was llgnified to 


them, that he had occaiion for 


Immediately a much larger fum was brought to him. 


money, immediately a mucr 
than Croefus had mentioned. 




Look here, 




fays Cyrus to 


him, a here are my treafures5 the chefts I keep my riches in, 
« are the hearts and affedlions of my Subjects.” 

But as much as he efteemed liberality, he ftill laid a greater 


ftrefs upon kindnefs and condefcenfion 


affability and huma 


nity, which are qualities ftill more engaging, and more apt to 
acquire the affection of a people, which is properly to reign. 
For a prince to be more generous than others in giving, when 


he is infinitely more rich than they, has nothing in it fo fur- 
prifing or extraordinary, as to defcend in a manner from the 
throne, and to put himfelf upon a level with his fubjedts. 

w But what Cyrus preferred to all other things, was the 
worflfp of the gods, and a refpeft for religion. Upon this 


othing 


worflfp of the gods, and a refpeft for religion. 


therefore 


he thought himfelf obliged to be! tow 


his rirft and 


principal care, as foon as he became more at leilure, and more 
maker of his time, by the conqueft of Babylon. He began by 
eftaulifiling a number of Magi, to ling daily a morning fer- 


of praifi; to the honour of the gods, and to offer facrih 


\ 

which was always practiced amongil them in fucceeding ages. 


The prince’s difpofition quickly became, as is ufual, the pre- 
iling diipoiition among his people \ and his example became 


the rule of their conduct 


The Per*fians, who faw that Cy 


reign had been but one continued chain and feries of proipe- 
hty and fuccefs, believed, that by ferving the gods as he did, 
they fliould be bleffed with the like happinefs and prosperity: 
Befides they were fenfible, that it was the fureft way to pleafe 
their prince, and to make their court to him fuccefsfully. Cyrus 
°n the other hand was extremely glad to find them have fuch 


that whofoever fin 


Sentiments of religion, being convinced, that whofoever fin- 
cerely fears and worShips God, will at the fame time be faith- 
Sul to his king, and preferve an inviolable attachment to his 
peffon, and to the welfare of the ftate. All this is excellent. 


Sul to his king, and preferve an invio] 
peifon, and to the welfare of the ftate 
font is only true and real in the true re 


^ W 

£> 


O iij 


w 


Cyrop. 1. viii. p. 204. 
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x Cyrus being refolved to fettle his. chief refidence 

bylon, a powerful city, which could not be very well 






to him, thought it neceffarv to be 



^an he W 


been hitherto, in regard to the fafety of his pcrfon. The moft 


dangerous hours for princes within their palace 
likely for treafonable attempts upon their li\ 


a 


nd the mpft: 




bathing 


eating 


thofe of 

■ 7 ^ 




and fleeping. He determined therefore 


fuffer no body to be near him at thofe times, but fuch perfons 
on whofe fidelity he could abfolutely rely; and on this account 


if 


f *9 


X 


he thought eunuchs preferabl 


other 


becaufe 


5 


they 


had neither wives, children, ncr families, and befides were ge¬ 
nerally defpifed on account of the meannefs of their hirth, and 
the ignominy of their condition, they were engaged by'all 


forts of realons to an 


attachment to their matter 


whofe 


and 


whofe life their whole fortune depended, 
count alone it was, that they were of any confideration. Cynw 
therexore filled all the offices of his houfehold with eunuchs. 

•I 

and as this had been the practice before his time, from thence-j 

forth it became the general cuffom of all the eaftern countries. 

» 

times this ufage prevailed al-j 


It is well known, that in after- 
fo amongff the Roman emperors, with whom the eunuchs 


the reigning all-powerful 


any wonder. It 


was very natural for the prince, after having confided his pe 


fon 


their 


care 


* 


and* exp 


merit, to intrufl them 


their zeal, fidelity, 



and by deg 


aho with the management of aflairs 




to 




himfelf up to them. Thefe expert 


hen fov 


delivered fr 


Courtieis knew how to improve thofe favourable moinents 

am the weight of their dignity, 

which is a burden to them, become men, and familiarize them. 

* 

felves with their officers. 


And by this policy having gojt 



iJ: 

Vi- 


1 ♦ 


I minds and confidence, they 


1 


be 


great credit 


ha,ve the adminiflration of 


. ^ t 



• • / 


M 


- t 




; * 


affairs, and the difpofal of employments and honours, and 


▼ 

'i 


thcmfelves at the highett offices and dignities in theilate 

°rtis. had 


^ * 


u# 

V y 

♦ 


But the good 






fuch as Alexander Se\ 


V r 


r.v 


the eunuchs in abhorrence, looking upon thern as creature? 




\i +* 






• -Vi 

- - j-r- 

\ 


i * 


x Cyror*. I. vii. p. 196 


y I^mprid. in vita Alex. Sevejv 
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fold and attached only to their fortune, and enemies by prin 


f iple to the public good; pe: 
get poffeffion of the prince 
merit from him, to conceal affair 
his knowledge, and to keep 


perfons 


whofe whole view was to 


mind, to keep all perfons of 

\ 

fairs as much as pofiible from 


and 


keep him fhut up and imprifoned 


manner, within the narrow circle of three or four officers, who 
had an entire afcendant and dominion over him: u Claudentes 


principem fuum et agentes ante omnia ne quid fciat 


5 ? 


2 When Cyrus had given orders about every thing relating 
to the government, he refolved to ffiow himfelf publicly to his 
people, and to his new conquered fubje&s, in a folemn auguff 
ceremony of religion, by marching in a pompous cavalcade 
to the places confecrated to the gods, in order to offer fa- 


crifices to them. 


berated to the gods, in order to offer fa¬ 
in this proceffion Cyrus thought fit to difi 


play all poffible fplendor and magnificence, to catch and daz 


zle the eyes of the people. 


This was the firfi: time that prince 


aimed at procuring refpeft to himfelf, not only by the 


trattions of 


fays the hiftorian, but by fuch an external 


pomp, as was proper to attract the multitude, and worked like 


or 


a * charm or enchantment upon their imaginations. He or¬ 
dered the fuperior officers of the Perfians and allies to attend 
him, and gave each of them a fuit of clothes after the Median 
fafhion, that is to fay, long garments, which hung down to the 
feet. Thefe clothes were of various colours, all of the finefi: 


feet. 


and brightefl dye, and richly embroidered with gold and fil- 
ver. Befides thofe that were for themfelves, he gave them 


others, very fplendid alfo 
fubaltern officers. It was 


id alfo, but lefs coftly, to prefent to the 
It was on this occafion the Perfians firfi: 


dreffed themfelves after the manner of the Medes, a and began 

to imitate them in colouring their eyes, to make them appear 

more lively, and in painting their faces, in order to beautify 
their complexions. 

When the day appointed for the ceremony was come, th 
whole company affembled at die king’s palace by break of day. 

Oiiij 


z Cyrop. 1 . viii, p. 213, 210 . 
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Four thoufand of the guards, drawn up four deep, placed them 
felves in front of the palace, and two thoufand on the two fides 
of it ranged in the fame order. The whole cavalry were alf 


A 






drawn out, the Perfians on the right, and that of the allies 

chariots of war were ranged half on one fide. 


the left 


fh 


and half on the other 


As foon as the palace gates were open, 
ed, a great number of bulls of exquifite beauty were led outbv 

1 /“* r t ^ ' 


four and four: Ihefe were to be facrihced to Jupiter ando- 
ther gods, according to the ceremonies prefcribed by the Magi 
Next follo'wed the horfes, that were to be facrihced to the fun. 
Immediately after them a white chariot, crowned with flowers 
the pole of which was gilt: This was to be offered to Jupiter* 
Then came a fecond chariot of the fame colour, and adorned 

in the fame manner, to be offered to the fun 


After tliefe foyf 

lowed a third, the horfes of which were caparifoned with fear-. 

who carried the facred 

their march ' 
with his upright 


let houfings. Behind 
fire in a large hearth. 
Cyrus 


men 


When all thefe were 


der 


s himfelf began to appear upon his car, 
upon his head, encircled with the royal diadem 


His 


was of purple mixed with white, which was 


a co¬ 


lour peculiar to 1 


5 


purple cloak. His hands were uncovered 


Over his other garments he wore a large 


A little below hi 


fat his mailer of the herfe, who was of a comely ftature, but 


fo tall 


Cy 


for which reafon the feature of the latter 


appeared hill more advantageoufly. As foon as the people per¬ 
ceived the prince, they all fell proftrate before him, and wor- 
fhipped him ; whether it was, that certain perfons appointed on 
purpofe, and placed at proper diflances, led others on by their 
example, or that the people were moved to do it of their cm 
accord, being ftruck with the appearance of fo much pomp 

magnificence, and with fo many awful circumftances of 




and 


jetty and fpl 


The Perfians had never proftrated the# 


ielvcs in this manner before Cyrus, till on this occafion 


When Cyrus’ ch 


o 

u 


thoufand guards began to march 


come out of the palace, the four 


The other two 


ed 


the chariot 


th oufand 

: fame time, and placed themfelves on each fide 
-The eunuchs, or great officers of the king’s houfe- 
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hold, to the number of three hundred, richly clad, with jave- 
in their hands, and mounted upon (lately horfes, marched 


Tins 


im 


mediately after the char 


ot. After them followed two hun¬ 
dred led horfes of the king's liable, each of them having em¬ 
broidered furniture and bits of gold. Next came the Perfian 
cavalry, divided into four bodies, each confiding of ten thou- 
fand men $ then the Median horfe, and after thofe the cavalry 
of the allies. The chariots of war, four in a bread, marched 

V 

in the rear, and clofed the proceffion. 

When they came to the fields confecrated to the gods, they 
offered their facrifices, fird to Jupiter, and then to the fun. To 
the honour of the fird were burnt bulls, and to the honour of 

the fecond horfes. They likewife facrificed fome victims to the 

/ 

larth, according to the appointment of the Magi; then to the 
demi-gods, the patrons and protedlors of * Syria. 

In order to recreate the people after this grave and folemn 


ceremony, 


Cyrus thought fit that it fhould conclude with 


games, and horfe and chariot-races. The placd wdiere they 
were was large and fpacious. He ordered a certain portion of 
it to be marked out, about the quantity of five f dadia, and 
propofed prizes for the vi<dors of each nation, which were to 
encounter feparately, and among themfelves. He himfelf won 


* 

prize in the Perlian horfe-races, for nobody was fo complet 


f* 


The chariots run but 


one 


an horfe man as he. 
again ft another. 

This kind of racing continued a long time afterwards amongi^ 
the Perftans, except only, that it was not always attended with 

All the ceremonies being ended, they returned to 


facrifi 


lices. 


the city in the fame order. 

b Some days after, Cyrus, to celebrate the vidlory he had 
obtained in the horfe-races, gave a great entertainment to all 
his chief officers, as well drangers, as Medes and Perfians. 
They had never yet feen any thing of the kind fo fumptuous 

a nd magnificent. At the conclufion of the fead he made every 


b Cyrop. 1 . viii. p. 220 
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t 


t 


above half a mile. 


often 


i 
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one a 


noble * prefent 5 fo that they all went home with hcaij 








> ^ 


v;'V 


V 


over-flowing with joy, admiration, and gratitude: And all- 


»> 






c A r 


♦ 





full as he was, mailer of all the eafl, and lb many kingdom. 

7 J ? J • - J _ n _ 1 • 1 . - ~ ® *^f 




he did not think it defending from his majelly to condudl tl» 




t > 


whole company to the door of his apartment. 


*• t. 1 


manners and behaviour of thofe ancient times, when 


Such were the 


■ "\ ♦ 


ivi 


* . v 


K * 


» . >. 


iderftood how to unite great fimplicity with the higheft 


men un, 
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of human grandeur* 
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ARTICLE III. 
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The History of Cyrus, from the Taking of Babylon to th 


5 < 


C 


Time of his Dea th. 


. /-•* 


* 


*• 


* ■ * — 

i* 


finding himfelf mafter of all the eafl, by the taking 0 ? 


Babylon, did not imitate the example of moft other conquer 


& 


« A 


* 


/ * 


who fully the glory of their victories by a voluptuous and 


•t » 


1, 


effeminate life 


which they fancy they may juftly abando 




themfelves after their paft toils, and the long courfe of hard 




flaips they have gone through. He thought it incumbent up. 


/• 


him to maintain his reputation by the lame methods he had 




*. # 


quired it, that is, by a prudent condudt, by a laborious and 


‘f 






■? r 
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aclive life, and a continual application to the duties of his high 
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ffation 


SECTION L 


Cyrus takes a f 0 UR NE Y ifito 1 P ERSIA. Ht his return from thenci 


Babylon\ he Forms 


PL 


of Go VER NME NT for th 


whole Empire. Daniel's Credit and Power 


Whe 


Cyrus c judged he had fufficiently regulated his affairs 


r - 

K 


Babylon, he thought proper to take 


journey 



In his way thither he went through Media, to vifit his 


4 . I 






- * 








Cy 




2 


whom he carried very magnificent prefents, tek 


■ * / 




Si 




% . 'v 
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ling him at the fame time that he would find a noble pala 
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M'? 


• » "* 1 
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Babylon, all ready prepared for him, whenever he woudf 
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pleafe to go thither; and that he was to look upon that city 2$ 
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his own 
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Indeed Cyrus, as long as his uncle lived, held 
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pire only in co-partnerfhip with him, though he had entirely 

conquered and acquired it by his own valour. Nay, fo far did 
lie carry his complaifance, that he let his uncle enjoy the firft 

rank. 

« 

Darius 


This is the Cy 


which is called in fcriptur 





the Mede; and we fliall find, that under his 
which lafted but two years, Daniel had feyeral revelations 
appears, that Cyrus, when he returned frpm Perfia, carried 
Cvaxares with him to Babylon. 

When they were arrived there, they concerted together a 


fcheme of government for the whole empire. e They divid¬ 
ed it into an hundred and twenty provinces. f And that the 

prince’s orders might be conveyed with the greater expedition, 

/ • 

caufed pofl-houfes to be erefted at proper difiances, 
where the expreffes, that travelled day and night, found horfes 
always ready, and by that means performed their journeys; 



with incredible difpatch. s The government of thefe provinces 
$ras given to thofe perfons that had affifted Cyrus moft, and 
rendered him the greateft fervice in the war. h Over thefe 
governors were appointed three fuperintendants, who were al¬ 
ways to refide at court. 


at court, and to whom the governors were to 
give an account from time to time of every thing that paffed 
in their refpe<Stive provinces, and from whom they were to re- 
peive the prince’s orders and inftrudlions j fo that thefe thre 
principal minifters had the fuperintendency over, and the 
chief adminiftration of the great affairs of the whole 


Of thefe three Daniel was made the chief 


ved fuch 

dom. wh 


2 empire 
He highly defer- 


preference 


nly on account of his great wifi 


which was celebrated throughout all the eafi, and had 

appeared in a cliftinguifhed manner at Baltazar’s feaft, but like- 

* 

"nie on account of his great age, and confummate experience, 
for at that time it was full fixty-feven years, from the fourth 

of Nabuchodonofor, that he had been employed as prime mi- 
nifter of the kings of Babylon. 

1 As this diftindlion made him the fecond perfon in the em¬ 
pire, and plated him immediately under the king, the other. 


g 


Ibid, p 


Ant. J. C. 538 


e Dan. vi. 1. 
fc Dan. vi, a, 3 
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Cyrrip. 1 . viii. p. 233 
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courtiers conceived fo great a jealoufy of him, that they coiti 
fpired to deffcroy him. As there was no hold to be taken 
him, unlefs it were on account of the law of his God, to whitf! 
they knew him inviolably attached, they obtained an 


< 



from Darius 


whereby all per 


r. 


forbidden to alk 




either of 


edifr 
any' 


any 


thing whatfoever, for the fpace of thirty day: 

god, or any man, fave of the king; and that upon pain of be 
ing caft into the den of lions. Now, as Daniel was faying hi* 
itfual prayers, with his face turned towards Jerufalem, he 
furprifed, acculed, and caft into the den of lions. But b 
miraculoufly preferved, and coming out fafe and unhurt, h£ 

in, and immediately devoured by thofe 


was 
ing 


accufers were thrown 


animals. 

nutation 


This 


hill augmented Daniel's credit and 


Towards 


end of the fame 


which was reckoned 


the firft of Darius the Mede, Daniel, knowing by the compu 
tation he made, that the feventy years of Judah 


captivity 


determined by the prophet Jeremiah, were drawing towards 
end, he prayed earneftly to God, that he would remember his 
people, rebuild Jerufalem, and look with an eye of mercy upon 
his holy city, and the fan&uary he had placed therein. Upon 


hich the angel Gabriel allured him 


villon, not only of 



the deliverance of the Jews from their temporal captivity, but 
likewife of another deliverance much more confiderable, name- 

a deliverance from the bondage of fin and Satan, which 
God would procure to his church, and which was to be accom- 

0 

plifhed at the end of feventy weeks, that were to pafs from the 
time the order fliould be given for the rebuilding of Jerufalem, 
that is, aiter the fpace of four hundred and ninety years For 


taking each day for 


year 


j 


according 

O 


the language forne 


4 > 


times ufed in holy fcripture, thofe feventy weeks of years make 
up exafrly four hundred and ninety years. 


i 


c > 


upon his return to Babylon, had given orders for 


11 his forces to join him there 


On the general review made 


of them, he found they confifted of an hundred and twenty 
thoufand horfe, of two thoufand chariots armed with fcythe 


kDan. xi. i 


27 
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When he had furnlfhed the 


gar 


9 

rifons with as many of them as were neceftary for the de 


fence of the feveral parts of the empire, he marched with the 
ainder into Syria, where he regulated tire affairs of that 

and then fubdued all thofe countries, as far as the 


province, 

Red fea, 


the confines of -^Ethiopia 


It was probably in this interval of time, that Daniel was call 
into the den of lions, and miraculoufly delivered from them, 
as we have juft now related. 

Perhaps in the fame interval alfo were thofe famous pieces 
of gold coined, which are called Darics, from the name of 
Darius the Mede, which for their finenefs and beauty were 
for feveral ages preferred to all other money throughout the 

whole eaft. 


SECTION II. 

% 

% 

The Beginning of the United Empire of the Persians 

and MEDES. The famous EDICT of CYRUS. D AN IE Vs 

Prophecies. 

0 

Here, properly fpeaking, begins the empire of the Perfians 
and Medes, united under one and the fame authority. This 
empire, from Cyrus, the firft king and founder of it, to Da¬ 
rius Codomanus, who was vanquished by Alexander the Great, 
lafted for the fpace of two hundred and fix years, namely, 
from the year of the world 3468 to the year 3674. But in 
this volume I propofe to fpeak only of the three firft kings 5 
and little remains to be faid of the founder of this new empire. 

m Cyrus. Cyaxares dying at the end of two years, and 
Cambyfes likewife ending his days in Pcrfia, Cyrus returned to 
Babylon, and took upon him the government of the empire. 

eign 

make it thirty years, beginning from his firft Petting out from 

Perlia, at the head of an army, to fuccour his uncle Cyaxares : 

Others make the duration of it to be but feven years, becaufe 

* * 

they date it only from the time, when by the death of Cyax- 




m A. M. 3468, Ant. J. C. 536. 
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ares and Cambyfes he became foie monarch of the whole 
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tieth 


In the firfl of thefe feven years precifely, expired the fevefe 


f'v.-J 

-w. 


■'C-. 






year of the Babylonifh captivity, when Cyrus publiflxed 


. -i 


* .* i 


t. 


- 




the famous edict 


> 


Jerufalem* There 


whereby the Jews were permitted 






re 4 


no queftion but this edift Wa i 




v * 


. / 


obtained by the care and folicitations of Daniel, who was 


> 1 


great credit and authority 


That he might the more 


efleftually induce the king to grant him this requeft, he ihow 


ed him undoubtedly the prophecies of Ifaiah, wherein 


I 


above 


two hundred years before his birth, he was marked out to 


name, as a prince appointed by God to be 


great conqueror 


and to reduce a multitude of nations under his dominion 


i 


the fame time 


5 


and 


be the deliverer of the captive Jews, by 


* ♦ 


rdering their temple to be rebuilt, and Jerufalem and Judea 


to be repoflefied by their ancient inhabitants 


not be improper in this 



I think it may 


to infert that edift at length 


i 


which is certainly the mod: glorious circumdance iii the life of 


C Y 


and for which it may be prefumed God had endowed 


him with fo many heroic 


and bled: him with fuch 


uninterrupted feries of vi&ories and fuccefs 


sc 


In the fir ft year of Cyrus, king of the Perfians, that the 


cc 


word of the Lord might be accomplifhed, that he had pro 




mifed by the mouth of Jeremy, the Lord raifed up the fp 


cc 


rit of Cyrus king of the Perfians; and he made procla 


Cf 


mation through all his kingdom, and alfo by writing, la 




mg. Thus faith Cy 


> 


U 


king of the Berdans, the Lord of 


Ifrael, the Mod: High Lord, hath made 


me 


« 


whole world, and commanded me to build 


king of 


him a houfe 




Jerufalem in Jewry 


<U 


are of his people, let the Lord 


If therefore there be any of you that 




even his Lord be with 


sc 


him 




and let him go up to Jerufalem that is in Judea* and 


build the houfe of the Lord of Ifrael 


for he is the Lord 




hat dwelleth in Jerufalem- Whofoever then dwell in the 


a 


£f 


places about, let him help him, thofe, I fay, that are hi$ 


neighbours, with gold and 


with diver* with gifts, with 


9 Ifa. xliv. and xlv. 
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« horfes, and with cattle, and other things, which have been 
<( fet forth by vow for the temple of the Lord at Jerufalem.” 

i » 

Cyrus reftored at the fame time to the Jews all the vefiels of 
the temple of the Lord, which Nabuchodonofor had brought 
from Jerufalem, and placed in the temple of his god BaaL 
Shortly after the Jews departed, under the conduct of Zoro- 
babel, to return into their own country, 

4 The Samaritans, who had formerly been the declared e* 


nemies of the Jews, did all they ^offibly could to hinder the 
building of the temple \ and though they could not alter Cy¬ 
rus' decree, yet they prevailed by bribes and under-hand deal¬ 
ings with the minifters and other officers concerned therein, 
to obftruft the execution pf it; fo that for feveral years the 
building went on very {lowly, 

» m 

r It feems to have been out of grief to fee the execution of 
this decree fo long retarded, that in the third year of Cyrus, 
in the firfl month of that year, Daniel gave himfelf up to 

mourning and faffing for three weeks together. He was then 

# 

% 

near the river Tigris in Perfia. When this time of falling 
was ended, he faw the vifion concerning the fucceffion of the 

* u 

kings of Perfia, the empire of the Macedonians, and the con- 
quefts of the Romans. This revelation is related in the tenth, 
eleventh, and twelfth chapters of the prophecies of Daniel, of 
which I fliall foon fpeak. 

* By what we find in the conclufion of the lafl chapter, we 
have reafon to conjecture, that he died foon after ; and indeed 
his great age makes it unlikely that he could live much long¬ 
er; for at this time he muft have been at lead eighty-five 
years of age, if we fuppofe him to have been twelve when he 
was carried to Babylon with the other captives. From that 
early age lie had given proofs of fomething more than human 
wifdom, in the judgment of Sufannah. He was ever after¬ 
wards very much confidered by all the princes who reigned at 


Efdrasiv. 1 — 5. . r A. M. 3470. Ant. J. C. 534. Dan. x. 1—3. 

But go thou thy way till the end be; for thou ihalt reft, and Hand in thy lot 

« the end of the days. Dan.xii. 13. 
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Babyl 


and 


was 


alwav 



the adminiftration of their affairs 


ployed by them with diffinffi 
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Daniel’s wifdom did not only reach to things divine and 


: > • Mmm 

•J *%: 

• r n 




V * 






litical, but alfo to arts and fciences, and particularly 


> - 







of architecture 


S 



him at Sufa 


Jofephus fpeaks of a famous edifice builfijf 


in the manner of a caftle, which he fay 


'<■ v 



fubfifted in his time, and finifhed with fuch wonderful m 


that it then feemed as frefh and beautiful 


as if it 




but newly built. Within this palace, the Perlian and 


Jiad been 


.* • . * 


* » 


1 

f 4 • 


kings were ufually buried; and for the fake of the 



the keeping of it was committed to one of the Jewifh nation, 


even to his time. It was a common tradition 


thofe 




for many ages, that Daniel died in that city f, and there 


parts 


fhow his monument 


this day 


It 



certain, that fo 




ufed to go thither from time to time, and he himfelf tells 


* « 


* t 


I • Jc 


V « 


US 


that 


U 


he did the king’s bufinefs there c ,” that 


> 


•* > 


) 


was 


for the king of Babyl 


gover- 




7 . 
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Reflections upon Daniel’s Prophecies 


t • * 

• \ : 


4 *1 


I 


HA\ 


hitherto deferred making any reflections upon tk 


prophecies of Daniel, which 


nly to any reafonable mind 




I 


very convincing proof of the truth of our religion. fl 


fhall not dwell upon that which perfonally related to Nefe 


♦, * 


4 t 


chadnezzar, and foretold in what manner, for the punifhment 


¥ 4" 


* 


of his pride, he fhould be reduced to the condition 



beaffcs of the field, and after a certain'number of years, 


fLored again to liis underftanding and to his throne. It is wdl 


* \ 


known, the thing happened exaCtly according to Daniel’s pre 






diCtion : The king himfelf relates it in a declaration, addreHed 


all the people and nations of his empire. "W 



for Daniel to afcribe fuch a manifefto or proclamation 





buchadnezzar, if it had not been genuine ; to fpeak of it, - 3 ? 
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■ '.T *.«*..! 

* 

/.A 


« k : * 


thing fent into all the provinces, if nobody had feen 
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Com. : n Dan. viii. 2 . 


Jerom, who 


e 


fafl 
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t Kow called Tufter. 


now 


,f Jefepto 
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ih the midft of Babylon, that was full both of Jews aftd Gen 

tiles, to publifh arl dtteftatidn of fo important a matter, and 

fo injurious to the king, and of which the falfehoo.d itiuft have 
Been notorious to all the world ? 

I fhali content myfelf With keprefentmg Very briefly, and 
tinder one and the faihe pbint of view, the prophecies of Da- 

which flghify the Fucceftion of four great empires, and 


which for that reafon have 


eflential and 


ceftary relation 


to the fubj eft-matter of this work, which is only the hiftory 
6 f thrift very empires. 

The firft of thefe prophecies was Occafioned by the dream 


Nebuchadnezzar had, of ah image compofed of different me- 


gold 



Draft, and 



ich image was broken 


m 


pieces, and beat as fmall as dull, by a little ftone from the 


mountain* which afterwards became itfelf 


ordinary height and magnitude 


% 

a mountain of ex- 
This dream I have already 


fpoken of at large 1 

About fifty years after *, the fanig Daniel faw another 


VI- 


This 


fea 


lion, very like that which I have juft Been fpeaking of 

the vifion of the four large beafts, which came out of the 
The firft was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings; the fe* 
cond was like a beai 4 5 the third was like a leopard, which had 
four heads •, the fourth 2nd laft, ftill more ftrong and terrible 
than the other, had great iron teeth; it devoured and brake 
k pieces, and ftamped the refidue with its feet. From the 
midft of the ten horns, which this beaft had, there came tip a 


little 


which had eyds like thofe of 


fpeaking great thing 


a man, and a mouth 


* 

> 


and this horn became greater than the 


other. The fame horn made war with the faints, and prevail 
ed agamft them, until the Ancient of day 


that 


the 


^ God, came, and fitting upon his throne^ furrounded 
With a thoufand millions of ahgels, pronounced an irreverfible 


whofe 


and duration he 


judgment upon the four beafts 

^ * s '*—''****'' Wrxxvx UUAaUVlI xi ^ 

ctermined, and gave the Son of man power over all the 
Volume IL 
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u 
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^ Wa8 firft year of Baltafar, king of Babylon. 
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fyollfe 

* •> t..*v 



ir 
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'A 


nations, and all the tribes 




'JR 


9 


rlafting power and domlni 




on 


which fhall not pafs away, and a kingdom which fhall not]* 




deftroyed 


■<- 4 ' 




It is generally agreed, that thefe two viflons, the one of the 


t 


1 v f 


T v 


compofed of different metals, the other of the four beafts 



came out of the fea, fignified fo many different monar 



which were to fucceed one another, were to be fuccelftvely de- 


flroyed by each other, and were all to give place to the eternal 


empire of Jefus Chrift, for whom alone they had fubfifled 


*«« 



A/I 


is alfo agreed, that thefe four monarchies were thofe of tig 


Babylonians, of the Perfians and Medes united, of the Mace 


donians, and the * Romans. 


the very order of their fuccefhon 


This is plainly demonftrated for 


But where did Daniel fes 


this fuccefhon and this order ? Who could reveal the 


of empires to him, but he only who is the mafter of times, and 


% 

monarchies, who has determined every thing by his ownde- 


crees, and who by a fupernatural revelation imparts the know 

0 ^ • ‘i'iHi 


ledge of them to whom he pleafes + 


. - - 

In the following chapter, this prophet ftill {peaks, with 


greater clearnefs and precifion. For after having 



the Perflan and Macedonian monarchies under the hgu 


two beads, he thus expounds his meaning in the plaineft 


ner: The 


9 


which hath two unequal horns, reprefents th§ 


king of the Medes and Perfians ; the goat, which overthrows 


and tramples him under his feet, is the king of the Gredans 


and the great horn,' which that animal has between his eyes, 


prefents the firft king and founder of that monarchy. How 


did Daniel fee, that the Perfian empire fhould be 



different nations, Medes and Perfians; and that this 


pire fhould be deftroyed by the power of the Greciahs 


How, 


did he forefee the rapidity of Alexander’s conquefls, which he 


A « 


fo aptly defcribes, by faying, that “ he touched not the g 



y Dan. viii. 






* 


interpreters, inftead.of the Romans, put the Kings of Syria 



Alexander’s fucceffors. 


4 * 


f He 


r /. 

times and the feafons; he removeth and fetteth up^S 31 


He revealeth the deep and fecret things^ and the light dwelieth with him* 






Chop* 
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How did he learn, that Alexander fhould not have any fiiccef* 

for equal to himfelf, and that the firft monarch of the Grecian 
empire fhould be like wife the moft powerful ? * By what other 
light than that of divine revelation could he difeover, that 


Alexander would have no fbn to fiicceed him \ that his empire 
would be difmembered and divided into four principal king-* 
domsj and his fucceffors would be of his nation. 


blood 


and that 


but not of his 


of the 


ruins of a monarchy fo fuddenly 
formed, feveral ftates would be eftablifhed, of which fome 

would be in the eaft, others in the weft, fome in the fouth. 
and others in the north ? 

The particulars of the fadfcs foretold in the remainder of the 


eighth, and in the eleventh chapte 


lefs aftonifhing 


Cyrus’ reign +j foretel, that the fourth 


How could Daniel, in 

of Cyrus fucceffors £ fhould gather together all his forces 
attack the Grecian ftates 


? How could this prophet, who lived 

fo long before the times of the Maccabees, particularly deferibe 
dll the perfecut 

Jews j 


which Antiochus would bring upon the 
the manner of his abolifhing the facrifices, which were 

the profanation of 


daily offered in the temple of Jerufalem ; 

that holy place, by fetting up an idol therein 5 and the 
geance which God would inflia on him for 


he 


How could 


in the firft year of the Perfian empire, foretel the wars* 

which Alexander’s fucceffors would make in the kingdoms of 

Syria and Egypt, their mutual invafions of one another’s terri- 

tones, their infincerity in their treaties, and their marriage- 

alliances, which would only be made to cloak their fraudulent 
and perfidious defigns ? 

I leave to the intelligent and curious reader to draw the 

Pij 


2 Dan. xi. 5 


45 


And a mighty king fliall ftand up, that lhall rule with great dominion: And 


• , a- j ^ wjn', uiai lUdU 1 Uil 

8 u'gdom ftiall be divided towards the four winds 

Verity, 


his dominion, which 


Dan 


power. Dan 


king- 


there fhall ftand up yet three kings in Perfia, and the fourth lhallbe fat* 


ai 1 , am 

the realm of Grece 
1 Xerxes. 


Dan. xi 


through his. riches he flsall ftir up 
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Conchifion, which 


ally refults from thefe predictions;^ 

Daniel; for they are lo clear and exprefs, that Porphyry a v 
a profefled enemy of the chriftian religion, could find no other 
way of difputing the divine original of them, but by pretendi 
ing, that they were writ after the events, and rather a narration 
of things pail, than a prediction of things to come. 

Before I conclude this article of Daniel’s prophecies, I 


defire the reader to remark, what an oppofition the Holy Ghoft 
has put between the empires of the world and the kingdom o£ 
Jefus Chrffh In the former, every thing appears great, fplenditb 
and magnificent. Strength, power, glory, and majefty feemto 


be their natural attendants. In them we 
great warrior: 


eafily difcern thofe 
thofe famous conquerors, thofe thunderbolts of 

war, who fpread terror every where, and whom nothing could 


> 


withfland 


Btft then they 


prefented as wild beafts, as 


tear 


bears, lions, and leopards, whofe foie attribute 

pieces, to devour, and to deftroy. What an image andpi&u 

is this of conquerors ! How admirably does it inftruCt us"i 

leflen the ideas we are apt to form, as well of empires, as.their 
founders, or 




k't »•* 


\ * ' 




governor 


In the empire of Jefus Chrift it is quite otherwife 


Let 


Confider its origin and firft rife 


refully examine 


• h « 



grefs and growth at all times, and we fliall find, that weaknefs 
and meannefs, if I may be allowed to fay fo, have always out¬ 
wardly been one of its true eharaCteriftics. It 


is the leven 


£he grain of muftard-feed, the little hone cut out of the mouiK 
tain. And yet in reality there is no true greatnefs but in this 

The eternal Word is the founder and the king thereof.'; 


empire 


All the thrones of the earth come to pay homage to hisyacii 

The end of his reign is the 


bow themfeives before him 


falvation of mankind , it is to make them eternally happy, and 
to form to himfelf a nation of faints and juft perlbns, who 


./ * » 


- A 

•• 

* 


* < 
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all of them fo many kings and conquerors. It is fol* their fakts': 


only, that the whole world doth fubfift; and when the number 
of them fliall be complete, “ b Then”, fays St. Paul, “ come* 
the end and confinnmation of all things, when Jefus Chrifi- 


t , r 


•tv i 


* - 


• i — 
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Si 
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Hieron. in proem. ad Com. in Dan 


b x Cor. xv. 24 - 
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(( {hall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Fa- 

“ ther; when he fhall have put down all rule, and all autho- 
t< r ity and power.” 

Can a writer, who fees in the prophecies of Daniel that the 

feveral empires of the world, after having fubftfted the time 
determined for them by the fovereign difpofer of kingdoms, 
do all terminate and center in the empire of Jefus Chrift ? Can 
a writer, I {ay, amidft all thefe profane objedls, forbear turn¬ 
ing his eyes now and then towards that great and divine one, 
wd not have it always in view, at leaft at a diftance, as the 

end and consummation of all others ? 


SECTION III. 


The loft T EARS of C THUS 

Let us return to Cyrus c . 


The Death of that Prince v 

Being equally beloved by his own 


natural fubje&s, and by thofe of the conquered nations, he 
peaceably enjoyed the fruits of his labours and viftories. His 

, on the 


Indus 


the weft by the E 


empire was bounded on the eaft by the i 
north by the Calpian and Euxine feas, on 

gean fea, and on the fputh by Ethiopia and the fea of A 
rabia. He eftabliihed his reftdence in the midft of all thefe 
countries, fpending generally feven months of the 


Babylon in the winter feafon, 
climatej three months at Sufa 


year at 

becaufe of the warmth pf that 

in the Ipring time, and two 


months at Ecbatana, during the heat of the fummer 

Seven years being fpent in this ftate of tranquillity, Cyrus 
returned into Perfaa, which was the feventh time from his ac- 
ceffion to the whole monarchy: And this fliows, that he ufed 


go regularly into Perfia once 


year. Cambyfes had been 


old 


dead for fopie time, and Cyrus himfelf was grown pretty 
being at this time about feventy years of age; thirty of 
^bich had pafled fince his being firft made general of the Per- 

ne from the taking of Babylon, and feven from 


fen forces, 

beginning 


reign alone after the death of Cy 

P iij 


Cyrop. 1. yiii. p. 333, 
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To the vcrv la ft lie 


enjoyed a vigorous ftate of health 

r > ■% « _ ^*1 


And 


& 


which was the fruit of his fober and temperate life 

they, who gave themfelves up to drunkennefs and debauchery, 
often feel all the infirmities of age, even whilft they are young; 

^ ’ * very advanced age, enjoyed all 


C Y 


the contrary. 


the vigour and advantages of youth 

When he perceived the time of his death to draw nigh 


ordered his children, and the chief officers of the ftate, to & 



afiembled about him; and, after having thanked the gods'for 
nil their favours towards him through the courfe of his life 
and implored the like prote&ion for his children, his 



his fuc 


and his friends, he declared his eldeft fon, Cambyfes, 
ceffor, and left the other, whole name was Tanaoxares, fede¬ 
ral very confiderable governments. He gave them both ex- 

\ 

cellent inftrunions, by reprefenting to them, that the main 
flrength and fupport of the throne was neither the vaft extent 




of countries 


j 


the number of forces 


immenfe rides 


but a due refpefl for the gods, a good underftanding between 

and the art of acquiring and preferving true and 

♦ 

n I conjure you therefore,” faid he, my dear 


brethren 


faithful friends 
“ children 


2 


the name of the god 


* 


efpedl and love one 




another, if you would retain any defire to pleafe me for 

not think you will efteem me to be 


future. For I do 


tt 


tt 


longer any thing, becaufe you will not fee me after my death. 
You never {aw my fouj to this inftant: You mufl have 


known however by its actions that 


eally exified 


Da 


tt 


tt 


a 


you believe, that honours would ftill be pai d to thofe whofe 

their fouls had no longer any 


bodies are now but afhes 
being or power? No, no 



my Tons; I could 


tt 


imaging 


that the foul only lived whilft in a mortal body, and died 


tt 


when feparated from 


a 

But if I miftake, and nothing of 






me fhall remain after death, at leaf! fear the gods, who 
die, who fee all things, and whofe power is infinite. 



them 


and let that fear prevent you from ever doing; 




* « 




quidem apud Xenophontem eo fermone, quem moriens habuit, fVffi 

unquarn fenfifTe fencdlutem fuaEti 


adfnodum 
fedam, quarn adolefcentia fuiflet 
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♦ 

u deliberating to do, any thing contrary to religion and juftice. 

* 

« Next to them fear mankind, and the ages to- come. The 
a gods have not buried you in obfcurity, but have expofed 
« you upon this great theatre to the view of the whole uni- 
( ( verfe. If your actions are guiltlefs and upright, be allured 
they will augment your glory and power. For my body 
(( my fons, when life has forfook it, inclofe it neither in gold 
« nor filver, nor any other matter whatfoever. Restore it 

i 

** immediately to the earth. Can it be more happy than 


" in being blended, and in a manner incorporated with tlie 
benefadtrefs, and common mother of human kind?” After 
having given his hand to be killed by all that were prefent, 
finding himfelf at the point of death, he added thefe laft words: 
“ Adieu, dear children; may your lives be happy; carry mv 




tt 


% 

laft remembrance to your mother. And for you, my faith 

♦ 

ful friends, as well abfent as prefent, receive this laft fare- 
w well, and may you live in peace.” After having faid this, he 
covered his face, and died equally lamented by all his people. 
d The order given by Cyrus to restore his body to the 

EARTH, is, in my opinion, very remarkable. He would have 
thought it dilgraeed and injured, if inclofed in gold or lil- 

ver. Restore it to the earth, fays he. Where did that 

prince learn, that it was from thence it derived its original? 
Behold one of thofe precious traces of tradition as old as the 
world. Cyrus, after having done good to his fubjects during 
his whole life, demands to be incorporated with the earth, that 


benefadlrefs of human 


T 

) 


meafure 


perpetuate that good, in fome 


j 


after his death 


tt 

Character and Praise of Ctrus . 

Cyrus may juftiy be confidered, as the wifeft conqueror, and 
the moft accomplifhed prince to be found in profane hiftory. 
He was poftefled of all the qualities requilite to form a great 
man; wifdom, moderation, courage, magnanimity, noble fen- 
tmaents, a wonderful ability in managing mens tempers and 

*n •••• 

p nij 


* A. M. 3475. Ant. J. C. 529. 



«32 


HISTORY OF CYRUS 


gaining their affections, a thorough knowledge of all th 
of the military art as far as th ? t age had carried it 
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tent of genius and capacity fpr forming, and an equal ftead 
nefs and prudence for executing the greateft projects 

It is very common for. thofe herpes, who ihine in the field 
and make a great figure fa* the time of uffion, to 

very poor one upon other occ.afi oils, and in matters, of a difiej 
ent nature,. We are afloniihed, when we fee then* alone and' 
without their armies, to find what a difference there i§ between 



* * 


4 ! 

• * 4 




a general and 


great man; to fee what 



mean things they £^e capable of in private life 


influenced hy jealoufy, and governed by interefl; 


greeable 



•« 


ferve ti*eir authority, and which qply to make them M 


ted and defpifed 

Cyrus had none of thefe defers 


* r 


» t * . » 






fame ? that 


j 


alway 



y 


ters 


the moft indiffererit 


Being affured of his greatnefs, of which real merit Waal 

_1-^* __ i n> _ ^ 


render himfelf affable* and eafy of accefs 


the foundation and fupport, he thought of nothing morejthjffl 

, • 

. whatever 

he feemed to lpfe by this condefeending, humble demeanour. 

was abundantly compacted by the cordial affeefiou, ai,d finj 

refpect it procured him from his people. 


V 


t - * 
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Never was aijy prince a greater, mailer qf the art of jnfim. 
ation, fo neceffary for thofe that govern, and yet fo little, un 


derflood pr pradlifed- He kpew perfectly what advantage 

may refult from a Angle word rightly timed, from an obliging 

carriage, from a command tempered with reafon, from a little. 

praife in granting a favour, and from fofteniug a refufal with 
fxpreffions of concern 

with beauties of this kind 

He was rich in a fort of wealth which moil foyereig 
who are poffeffed of,every thing but faithful friends 

jndigence 


A 4 





His 
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that particular is concealed by the fplendo 


affluence, with which they are furrounded 



Cyrus was 
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J^abes amicos, quia amieua Jpfe e$ 


Baneg. Trojan 
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j oy e4, becaufe he himfelf had a love for others: For has a man 
py friends, or does he defer ve to have any, when he himfelf 


is 


void of friendship i 



affefts us more, than to fee in 


Xenophon, the manner in which Cyrus lived and cpnverfed 
with his friends, always preferving as much dignity, as was 
jeqyifite to keep up a due decorum, and yet infinitely removed 

from that ill-judged haughtinefs, which deprives the great of 

« 

the moft innocent and agreeable pleafure in life, that of con-r 

• verfing freely and fpciably with perfons of merit, though of an 

✓ » 

inferior fration, 

s 

The ufe he made of his friends may ferve as a perfe& mn* 
del to all perfqns in authority. e His friends had received from 

him not only the liberty, but an exprefs command to tell him 

& 

whatever they thought. And though he was much fuperior 

to all hjs officers in underftanding, yet he never undertook 

# 

any thing, without asking their adyice : And whatever was to 
jje done, whether it was to reform any thing in the govern¬ 


ment, 


make changes in the army. 


form 


prife, he would always have every man fpeak his fentiments^ 

and would often make ufe of them to correct his own : So dif- 

' * • 

ferent was he from the perfon mentioned by Tacitus, f who 
thought it a fufheient reafon for reje&ing the moft excellent 
proje6t or advice, that it did not proceed from himfelf; f‘ con-? 

4 

“ filii, quamvis egregii, quod ipfe non afferet, inimieus. 


Cicero obferves, that during the whole tirqe of Cy 
nnent he wa6 never heard to fpeak one rough- oj 


angry 


word: u Cujus fummo in imperio nemo unquam verbum uh* 


afperius audry 




What a great encomium for a prince 


comprehended in that fhort fentence ! Cyrus mull have been 

ver y great mafter of himfelf, to be 


able 


the midft of fo 


^ uc h agitation, and in fpite qf all the intoxicating effects of 
Sovereign power, always to preferve his mind in fuch a ffcate of 
calmnefs and compofure, that no erodes, difappojntments, or 
ynforefeen accidents Ihould ever rufHe its tranquillity, or pro-* 
v °ke him to uttqr any harfh or offenfive qxpreflion. 


e 


Pjat. 1 . iij. de Leg. p. 694. 
J-ib. i. Epift, 2 * ad QjJratreni 


f tiift. fji. c. 36 
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But, what was Hill 


hookup 


greater 


him, and more 




than all this, was his ftedfaft perfuafi 


truI yi»4 


that all his laboat 


and endeavours ought to tend to the happinefs of his 


4 ' 


and that it was not by the fplendor pf riches, by pomp^ J 


quipages, luxurious living, or a magnificent table, that 


ght 


a; 


riority of merit 


diftinguifh himfelf from his fubje&s, but by & fijJ 


every kind, and particularly by a corijfeii 


indefatigable care and vigilance to promote their interefts 


and 


fecure the public welfare and tranquillity 




day 


He faid 


ties of 


he was difcourfing with his courtiers upon 




r 


Ihepherd 


king, that a prince 


gl 


* 


to confider himfelf 


the image under which both facred and profit 


antiquity reprefented good king 


the fame vigilance, care and goodnefs 


and that he ought 




It is his dutyf fm 


he, c< to watch, that his people may live in fafety and quiet 


“ to clxarge himfelf with anxieties and 


€C 


be exempt from them 


that they may 


(( 


them 


chufe whatever is falutarv for 


ci 


ft 


nd remove what is hurtful and prejudicial: to 






his delight in feeing them increafe and multiply, and valiantly 


Pi 


expofe his own perfon in their defence and protection. This 


ft 




favs he, <c 


€< 


king 


the natural idea, and the jufl: image of a goo-l 


It is reafonable 


the fame time, that his 


Ct 


ffiould render him all the lervice he ftands in need of 


but 




ftill 


more reafonable* that he lliould labour to inakS 


a 


tc 


them happy ; becaufe it is for that very end that he is tfidr 


king, as much as it is the end and office of 


* V 


iC 


take care of his flock.” 




1 


lw- 


! . • *: 




t' 


Ind 


be 


ed, to be the commonwealth’s guardian, and to be ting 


I 


foi the people* and to be their fovereign, is but 


and 


« «1 


the fame thing 


A man is born for others, when he is born 


» « 


to govern* becaufe the reafon and. end. of governing 




S M - 

. • *;e* 


» % • 


l 4 » «•» 


. ♦ 


3 ^ ceable to them. The very balls 


- I 




v‘ 


foundation of the condition of princes 


■v * - 


► ■ % 


* 


be for than 


y •.> : 




fclves ; the very character of their greatnefs 


4k ' 


■ t 


* <• : \ 1 


v * *« 




VV 












* 


1 1 • * * 
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hCyrop. 1. i. p. 2 7. 
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Thou 




U 


^twv, Homer 


faid God to David, a Sam. v. a. nw/tf* 


» 
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eonfecrated to the public good. They may properly be con¬ 
sidered as light* which is placed on high, only to diffufe and 
flied its beams on every thing below. Are fuch fentiments as 


? 


tfrefe any difparagement to the dignity of the regal ftate r 
It was by the concurrence of all thefe virtues that Cyrus 

founded fuch an extenlive empire in fo Ihort a time ; that he 
peaceably enjoyed the fruits of his conquefts for feveral years; 
that he made himfelf fo much efteemed and beloved, not on- 
ly by his own natural fubjedts, but by all the nations he had 
conquered; that after his death he was univerfally regretted a$ 
the common father of all the people. 

We ought not for our parts to be furprifed, that Cyrus was 

fo accomplished in every virtue, it will ealily be underftood, 
that I fpeak only of pagan virtues, becaufe we know it was 
God himfelf, who had formed him to be the inftrument and 
agent of his gracious defigns towards his peculiar people. 

When I fay that God himfelf had formed this prince, I do 
not mean that he did it by any fenfible miracle, or that he 
immediately made him fuch, as we admire him in the accounts 


we have of him in hiftory. God gave him a happy genius* 
and implanted in his mind the feeds of all the noble ft quali¬ 
ties, difpofing his heart at the fame time to afpire after the 
moft excellent and fublime virtues. But above all he took 
care, that this happy genius fhould be cultivated by a good e- 
ducation, and by that means be prepared for the great defigns 
for which he intended him. We may venture to fay, without 
fear of being miftaken, that the greateft excellencies in Cyrus 
were owing to his education; where the confounding him, in 
fome fort, with the reft of the fubje<fts, and the keeping him un¬ 
der the fame fubjedlion to the authority of his teachers, ferved 
to eradicate that pride, which is fo natural to princes; taught 
him to hearken to advice, and to obey before he came to com¬ 
mand; inured him to hardfhip and toil; accuftomed him to 

♦ 

and fobriety; and, in a word, rendered him fuch, 

whole condudf, gentle. 



as we 


feen him througho 


his 


tfiodeft, affable, obliging, compafllonate; an enemy to all luxury 
a&d pride, and ftill more fo to llattery. 
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It muft be confeiled, that fuch a prince is one of the 



r t. 


precious and valuable gifts that heaven 


£an make to 



( 




-;v{ 


men 



The infidels themfelyes have acknowledged tliis truth 


has the darknefs of their falfe religion been 


thefe two remarkable truths from their obfervat 





good kings a F e the gift of God, ai*d that fuch a <fift 


many others ; for nothing can be fo excellent 



bears the mpft perfect refemblance to the Deity 


as 



and the 


blefl; npage of the Deity is a juft, moderate, qhafte, and virtu 


prince, who reigns with no other 


r 


the reign of juftice and virtue 


view, than to eftablift 


This is the portraiture whit| 


Pliny has left us of Trajan, and which'has a great refembhn 


with that of Cy 


CC 


Dei munus erga mortales 


** > Nul)um eft: praeftabilius 


pulchriu's 


CC 


ftmillimus princeps 




<juam caftus ? et fan&us 


l 


J 



f- 


When I narrowly examine this hero’s life 


feems tp have been 


* 



•which would have enhanced it 


one circnroftance wanting to his glory 






% 


eedingly 


5 


I 


having ftruggled under fome grievous calamity for foine time 



and of having his yirtue tried by fqme hidden turn of fortii 


l 




r*' 


I know indeed, that the emperor Galba, when h 



told him that the ftings of profperity were infinitely fharper 




than thofe of advernty 


much feverer trial than the latter 


and that the former put the foul to il 


CC 


adverfam tulifti 


fecundae 


Cf Fortunam adhuc tan turn 


* 


animos.” 


# 

ftimiftis explorant 


And the reafon he gives, is, that when misfortune? 


with their whole weight upon 


man’s fouh fhe exert? 


herfelf, and fummons all her ftrength to bear up the burden; 


whereas profperity, attacking the mind fecretly 


* ^ 


leaves it all its weaknefs, and inftnuates a poifon 


infenlibl 


•M 


4 * 






much the 


(( 


dang 


> 



3 


as 


the more fubtle 


* 


njiferiae tolerantur, felicitate corrumpimur 


*5 



CC 





X 


* l-f 


2 v •' 


However, it muft be owned that adverfttj 


* • w 


e* 


with noblenefs and dignity a and furmounted by 


when iupported 


* 






v y 


patience, adds a great luftre to a prince 








occafion to difplay many fipe qualities and virtues, which raft 






$ 


. M' 


. V' - Vi 




^ j - *>•« 
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* 

bve been concealed in the bofom of profperity ; as a greatnefk 

of mind independent of every thing without 3 an unfhaken 

♦ 

fonftancy^ proof againft the fevereft ftrokes of fortune3 an 
intrepidity of foul animated at the figlit of danger $ a fruitful- 
nefs in expedients improving even from erodes 3 nd difappoint- 
ments 3 a pfefence of mind, which views, and provides againft 
every thing i» and, laftly, a firmnefs of foul* that not only (of¬ 
fices to fuppoft itfelf, but is capable of fupporting others* 

1 Cyrus wanted this kind of glory* He himfelf informs us^ 
that during the whole qourfe of his life, which was pretty long, 
the happinefs of it was never interrupted by any unfortunate 

accident; and that in all his defigns the fuccefs had anfwered 

* 

9 

his utmofl expectation* But he Acquaints us at the fame time 
with another thing almoft incredible, and which Was the fource 
of all that moderation and evennefs of temper, fo confpicuous 
in him, and for which he can never be fufficiently admired 3 
namely, that, in the mid ft of his uninterrupted profperity, he 
kill preferred in his heart a facred fear, proceeding from the 
changes and misfortunes that might happen : And this pru¬ 
dent fear was not only a m prefervative againft infolence, but- 


gainft intemperate joy 




There remains one point more to be examined, with 


t 


gard 


this prince’s reputation and character 3 I mean the nature 


of his vitftor 
lightly. 


and 


quefts, upon which I fhall touch but 


If thefe were founded only upon ambition, injuftice, 
and violence, Cyrus would.be fo far from meriting the praifes 
bellowed upon him, that he Would deferve to be ranked amonc* 


O 


to 


thofe famous robbers of the univerfe, thofe public enemies 
mankind, * who acknowledged no right but that of force 3 who 

upon the common rules of juftice as laws which only 


looked 


W 

private perfons were obliged to obferve, and derogatory to the 
majefty of kings 3 who fet no other bounds to their defigns and 
pretenfions, than their incapacity of carrying them any further* 




dcalisBi 


- . * 

i Cyrop. 1. viii. p. 274. 

® j / / ^ f ^ 

vvk tix ftzyez (pg 0yilV j ££ eupocuvscrBcti 

Id*n fumma fortuna aequius quod validius. Et fua retincre'pnvaiae damns i 


is cerise regiani laudena elfc. Tacit, AnnaL 1. xv. c. 1 
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who 


who facrificed the lives of millions to their particular ambition ■ 

who made their glory confift in fpreading deflation and d ’ 
ftrudlion, like fires and torrents ; and * “ '' W 

and lions would do, if they were mailers 

This is indeed the true-charadler of the greatefl part of thof 

pretended heroes the world admires j and by fuch ideas as thefe 


S ne d as bear* 


# 4 .. 




we 


ght to correct the imprefilon made 


> 


upon our minds by 




the undue praifes of fome hiftorians, and the fentiments of man 
deceived by falfe images of greatnefs. 

I do not know, whether I am not biaffed in favour of Cyrus 
but he feems to me to have been of a very different 
from thofe conquerors, whom I have juft now defcribed 
that I would juftify Cyrus in every refpeft, or reprefent hin^ 

exempt from ambition, which undoubtedly was the foul 
his undertakings 5 but he 

knew that there are 



□ly reverenced the laws, 



* 

anil 


unjuft wars, which whoever undertakes 
without a juft foundation, renders himfelf accountable for all 

the blood that is died. Now, every war is of this fort, towhick 


die prince is induced by no other motive than that of enlaf 
ging his conquefts, of acquiring a vain reputation 
himlelf terrible to his neighbours. 


, or re 



Cyrus, as we have feen, at the beginning of the war founded 


all his hopes of fuccefs 


the juftice of his caufe 


and repre* 


fented to Ins foldiers, in order to infpire them with the greater 
courage and confidence, that they were not the aggreffors; that 


the enemy that attacked them 




and that therefore they 


were entitled to the protection of the gods,. who feemed 
felves to have put their arms into their hands, that they might 
fight in defence of their friends and allies, unjuftly oppreffeh 

If we carefully examine Cyrus’ conquefts, we fhall find, that 


they 


wei 


all 


nfeq 


i 


aces of the victories he obtained 
who was mafter of the greatefl 


•‘i 






M 


v.- 



Croefus, king of Lydi; 

the lefler Afia ; and over the king of Babylon, who was mailer 

of all upper Afia, and many other countries; both which prince 
were the aggrefibrs. 


n Cyrop. 1. i. p. 2 5. 

* 

* Quae aha vita effet, fi leones urHque regriarent ? Sen. de Clem, 1. i. e. afc* 
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« 

With good reafon therefore is Cyrus reprefented as one of 
the greateft princes recorded in hiftory *, and his reign juftly 
propofed as the model of a perfedf government, which it could 
not be, unlefs juftice had been the bails and foundation of it; 
« Cyrus a Xenophonte feriptus ad jufti effigiem imperii # . 9 * 


SECTION IV. 


)fherdn HERODOTUS and ENOPHON differ in their ACCOUNTS 


of Cyrus, 

* 

Herodotus and Xenophon, who perfedtly agree in the fub- 
lhnce and moft eflential part of Cyrus’ hiftory, and particu- 
larly in what relates to his expedition againft Babylon, and his 
other conquefts 5 yet differ extremely in the accounts they 
give of feveral very important fafts, as the birth and death of 
that prince, and the eftabliihment of the Feriian empire. I 
therefore think myfelf obliged to give a fuccindt account of 
what Herodotus relates as to thefe points. 

0 He ells us, as Juftin does after him, that Aftyages, king 
of the Medes, being warned by a frightful dream, that the fon 
who was to be born of his daughter, would dethrone him, did 
therefore marry his daughter Mandana to a Perfian of an ob- 


* 


feure birth and fortune, whofe name 


was Cambyfes : This 


daughter being delivered of a fon, the king commanded Har- 
pagus, one of his principal officers, to deftroy the infant. He, 
inftead of killing the chj^d, put it into the hands of one of the 


in a 


ling’s fhepherds, and ordered him to leave it expofed 
foreft. But the child being miraculoufly preferved, and fecretly 


to 


brought up by the fhepherd’s wife, was afterwards known 
be the fame by his grandfather, who contented himfelf with 
banifliing him to the moft remote parts of Periia, and vented 
all his wrath upon the unfortunate Harpagus, whom he invited 

^ a feaft, and entertained with the flefh of his own fon. Se¬ 
veral years after, young Cyrus, being informed by Harpagus 


0 


Her. 1. i, c. 107 


136 


Juftin 1 . i, c, 4, 6 


£pift. l. ad Q^fratrem 




riisTbkf 6 f cHu§ 



was, and being encouraged by his counfels 

n • /» 1 • -rx ^ 


flionftrances,raifed an army in Perfia, marched againft Aftv#i 

A __ _1 l_r .11* i - 7“®S 


^ame to a battle, and defeated him, and fo transferred thelS 

t • f n ir i « ^ 


£ire from the Medes to the Perfians 




The fame Herodotus mdke 3 Cyriis die in a 


j'-nK 

*' 5 # 
* • • / +* 


becoming fo great a conqueror 


This 



prince, acco 


. ’ ih* : 

'V. 


him, carried his arms againft the Scytl 



attacked them 


and, after ha 


r 


) 


in the firft battle feigned a flight 


great quantity of wine and provifions behind him in the ip 



The Scythians did not fail to feize the booty 



drank largely and were afleep, Cyrus returned upon them all 


obtaine 



an 


afy vidlory, takirig a taft 


amongft whom was the fon of the queen^ 


who commanded the army 




Cyrus r’efufed to reftore to his mother, being recovered hoi 


his drtinkefi fit 


3 



killed himfelf with his own hand 




His mother Tomyr 


- * t 




> 




mated with a defire of revenge, gave the Perfians a fecond baM 


► *' 


tie, and feigning a flight 


3 


drew them into an ambufh 




killed 



thouland of their men, together with their king Cy 





ordering Cyrus’ head to be cut off, fhe flung 


J. 


veflel 


full of blood, infuhing him at the fame time with thefebppi# 


brious word 0 * “ 


3 


Now glut thyfelf with blood, in which thoii 


half always delighted, and of which thy third: has always! 


been infatiable 




SJ 


r 

9 

The account given By Herodotus of Cyrus* infancy 



firft adventures, has much more the air of a romance 



hiftory. And, as to the manner of his death, what' proba 


* 


bility is there, that a prince, fo experienced in war 


&nd lid 




+4 



afily 



into 



ambufcade 





woman 



What the fame hiftorian q relates concerning his 


paflion, and his childifh revenge upon the 



> 1 


p Her. 1 . i. c. 305 


»I 4 


Juflin. I. i. c. S 


s Ibid. p. 18? 


* Satia te, intuit, fanguine } qucm litifti, cyjufque iiifatiabilfc femper ftfiiH. J®* 


1 . i. c. 8 . 


f Gyjndes, 
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♦ 

of his facred horfes was drowned, and which he immedi¬ 
ately caufed to be cut by his army into three hundred and lixty 
channels, is directly repugnant to the idea we have of Cyrus, 
who was a prince of extraordinary moderation and temper. Be- 
fides, r is it at all probable, that Cyrus, who was marching to 
the con quell of Babylon, fhould fo idly wafte his time when fo 
precious to him, Ihould fpend the ardor of his troops in fuch 
an unprofitable piece of work, and mils the opportunity of fur- 
priling the Babylonians, by amuling himfelf with a ridiculous 
war with a river, inllead of carrying it againll his enemies ? 

But, what decides this point unanfwerably in favour of Xe¬ 
nophon, is the conformity we find between him and the holy 
fcripture; where we lee, that inllead of Cyrus’ having railed 
the Perfian empire upon the ruins of that of the Medes, as He¬ 
rodotus relates it, thofe two nations attacked Babylon together, 
-and united their forces, to reduce the formidable power of the 
Babylonian monarchy. 

From whence then could fo great a difference, as there is 
between thefe two hillorians proceed ? Herodotus himfelf ex¬ 
plains it to us. In the very place, where he gives the account 
of Cyrus’ birth, and in that where he fpeaks of his death, he 
acquaints us, that even at that time thofe two great events were 
related different ways. Herodotus followed that which plea- 
fed him bed, for it appears that he was fond of extraordinary 
and wonderful things, and was very credulous. Xenophon was 
of a graver difpolition, and of lefs credulity j and in the very 
beginning of his hillory acquaints us, that he had taken great 
care and pains to inform himfelf of Cyrus’ birth, education, 

and character. 


CHAPTER II. 

The History of Cambyses* 

% 

s foon as Cambyfes was feated in the throne % he refolved 
*° ma ke war againll Egypt, for a particular affront, which, 
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r Sen. 1. iii. de Ira, c. 4r. 
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ording to Herodotus, he pretended to have received from 


4 1 > 


K. 


Amahs : Of this I have already given an account. 


But 


»v 


• v ^ 






more probable, that Amahs, who had fubmitted to Cyru$^2 






become tributary to him, might draw this war upon 






• V 


by refuhng, after Cyrus’ death 


T 


* •» ' •.. 


• . V' 


tribute 


his 


yoke 


fuccehor, and 


pay the fame homage aj| 


J . 


by attempting to fhake off 




I 


f > K Xf \ 


Cambyh 


order to carry on the war with fuccefs 


r- *' V 

• ' n r. 




vaft preparations both by fea and land 


1 • *)!•*> 


Phoenicians furnifhed him with fhip 


The Cypriotsi and 


As for his land 






he added to his own troops a great number of Grecians. 


arm* 




✓ * • 


and .iEolians, which made up the principal part of hisfor 


But none was of greater fervice to him in this war, that 


Phanes of Halicarnafliis, who being the commander 






• - 1 > 


* t' 


•i . 


lhary Greeks, in the fervice of Amahs, and being fome%f 


other diflatisfied with that prince. 


came 


and gave him fuch intellig 


concerning the 


i 


YLkT 


Country, the ftrength of the enemy, and the ftate of his affair; 


very much facilitated the fuccefs of his expedit 


Ittfa 


particularly by his advice, that he contracted with an Arabian 


king, whofe territories lay between the confines of Paleffine 


and Egypt, to furnifh his army with water during their mafcb 


through the defert that lay between thofe two countries: Which 


agreement that prince fulfilled, by fending the water on the 


backs ^of camels, without which Cambyfi 


could 


inarched his army that way 


U 


Having made all thefe preparations, he invaded Egypt 




the fourth year of his reign 


When he was arrived upon the 


frontiers, he was informed that Amafis was juft dead, and 


I I* * * 


Pfammenitus, his fon, who fucceeded him, was bufy 


mg all his forces togetl 


life 


his kingdom 


hinder him from penetrating in 


Before Cambyfes could open a paflagi 


the country, it was neceflary he fhould render himfelf mate 


of Pelufium, which was the key of Egypt on the fide he invad 


ed it. Now Ptlufium was fo ftrong a place, that in all likeli 


hood it muft have flopped him a great while 


But according 


t Herod. 1. iii. c. 4 


9 


M 


9 I 
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to Polyenus, to facilitate this enterprife, w Cambyfes indented 
the following ftratagem. Being informed, that .the whole' gar- 
jifon confifted of Egyptians, he placed in the front of his arm* 


great 


number of 


y 


dog 


5 


fheep, and other animals, which 


looked upon as facred by that 


and then attack 


ed the city by ftorm. The foldiers of the garrifon not daring 
either to fling a dart, or flioot an arrow that way, for fear of 

hitting fome of thofe animals, Cambyfes became matter of the 
place without oppofltion. 

6 

x When Cambyfes had got pofleflion of the city, Pfammenitus 

advanced with a great army, to flop his progrefs; and a con 
fiderable" battle enfued between them. But before they enga 
ged, the Greeks, who were in Pfammenitus* army, in order to 
be revenged of Phanes for his revolt, took his children, which 


he had been obliged to leave in Egypt when he fled, cut 
throats between the two camps, and in prefence of the two 


their 


mies, drank their blood 


Thi 


outrageous 


elty did not 


procure them the viftory. The Perfians, enraged at fo hor 
rid a ipedtacle, fell upon them with great fury, quickly rout¬ 
ed and overthrew the whole Egyptian army, of which the great- 

eft part were killed upon tne fpot. Thofe that could fave them- 
felves efcaped to Memphis. 

y On occaflon of this battle Herodotus takes notice of an ex¬ 
traordinary circumftance, of which he himfelf was a witnefs. 
The bones of the Perfians and Egyptians were ftUl in thye place 
where the battle was fought, but feparated from one another. 
The fkulls of the Egyptians were fo hard, that a violent ftroke of 
aftone would hardly break them 5 and thofe of the Perfians fo 


fcft, that you might break them, 


pierce them through, with 


the greateft eafe imaginable. The reafon of this difference 
was, that the former, from their infancy, were accuftomed td 

have their heads fhaved, and to go uncovered, whereas the lat¬ 
ter had their heads always covered with their 
one of their principal ornaments. 


which 


! Cambyfes 

herald int< 




having purfued the run-aways to Memphis, fenfc 
the city, in a veffel of Mitylene, 


6 

bv the 


Qij 


'W 


p dyen. 1, vii 


s Herod, l, hi-c. 11„ 
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which Memphis flood 


furrender 


But the people 


mbyses. BofcB 

-* 

fummon the inhabitant to 


V 






*K 


•<r 


nfported with rage, fell 


4 • . " 

s' T * . ' 

» *■ - 
■<£ 

‘ ' iv>* 


the herald, and tore him to pieces, and all that were with hi 


d>'-. 


* * . 

t » . V. 


Cam by f 


the indignity, caufin 
prime nobility, as th 
be publicly executed 
Pfammenitus. As for 


having fbon after taking the pi 




* 


ufing ten times as many Egyptians, of 

s there had been of his people maffaered 


fully revenged 

ptians, oft# 


1 . 1 

to 


?cuted. Among thefe was the eldefl f on of 

As for the king himfelf, Cambyfes was inclined 


+ V 


him kindly. He not only fpared his life, but appointed 
honourable maintenance. But the Egyptian monarch 


him an honourable maintenance. But the Egy 
little affe£ted with this kind ufage, did what h 
new troubles and commotions, in order to re< 
dom; as a punifhment for which he was made 


did what he could to raife 


blood, and died immediately 


hi 


drink ibiillV 


after which all Egypt fubmitted 
news of this fuccefs the Lybians 


v y* 

His reign lafted but fix montlisi 




the conqueror 




On 41 


the Cy 


ceans, all fent ambaffadors with prefents to Cambyft 
him their fubmiflions. 


and the Bar- 


make 




a 


_ ‘ x 

From Memphis he went to the city of Sais, which was tit 




burying-plaee of the kings of Egypt. As foon as he enteral 
the palace, he caufed the body of Amalis to be taken out of 
its tomb ; and, after having expofed it to a thoufand indignS 
ties in his own prefence, he ordered it to be caft into thefe, 

and to be burnt j which was a thing equally contrary to the 
cuftoms of the Perfians and Egyptians. The rage this prince 


and to be burnt 


which was 


cuftoms of the Perfians and Egyptians. The rage this prince 
teftified againft the dead carcafe of Amafis, (hows to what -a 
degree he hated his perfon. Whatever was the caufe of that 


/ . 


degree he hated his perfon. Whatever was the caufe of that 
averlion, it feems to have been one of the chief motives Cam; 
byfes had of carrying his arms into Egypt. 

The next year, which was the fixth of his reign, he rdjol* 
ved to make war in three different countries*, againfUheGi 


% * 


i / 


-4 




t * . * 


thag 


the Ammonians, and the Ethiop 


The 


- r 


thefe projects he was obliged to lay a fide, becaufe the Phoeni- 




cians, without whofe afliflance he could not carry on that war/ 
refufed to fucCour him againfl the Carthaginians, who were ck* 
feended from them, Carthage being originally a Tyrian coloaf* 


i - q 


v , m 


♦ * r 


» - 
- i» 


- ** 


►K ♦ 


4 - 


a Herod. 1. iii. c. 16. 


b lt>id. c. 17,19. 
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c But, being determined to invade the other two nations, he 
fe nt ambafladors into Ethiopia, who under that character were 
to act as fpies for him, to learn the ftate and ftrength of the 


country, and gave him intelligence of both. They carried pre 
fents along with them, fuch as the Perfians were ufed to make 
as purple, golden bracelets, compound perfumes, and wine 


Thefe prefent 


gft which there was nothing ufeful, or 


ferviceable to life, except the wine, were defpifed by the Ethi- 

» 

opians; neither did they make much more account of his am- 
bafiadors, whom they took for what they really were, fpies and 
enemies in difguife. However, the king of Ethiopia was wil- 

m 

ling, after his way, to make a prefent to the king of Perfia; and 
taking a bow in his hand, which a Periian was fo far from be¬ 
ing able to draw, that he could fcarce lift it, he drew it in pre¬ 
fence of the ambafladors, and told them : “ This is the prefent 
“ and the counfel the king of Ethiopia gives the king of Per- 
K da. When the Perfians fhall be able to ule a bow of this 
“ bignefs and ftrength, with as much eafe as I have now bent 
“ it, then let him come to attack the Ethiopians, and bring 
" more troops with him than Cambyfes is mafter of. In the 
“ mean time, let them thank the gods for not having put ife 

ct into the hearts of the Ethiopians to extend their dominions 

u beyond their own country.” 

d This anfwer having enraged Cambyfes, he commanded his 
army to begin their march immediately, without confidering, 
that he neither had provifions, nor any thing neceftary for fuch 
an expedition: But he left the Grecians behind him, in his new- 
conquered country, to keep it in fubje&ion during his abfence. 

e As foon as he arrived at Thebes, in upper Egypt, he de 
tached fifty thoufand of his men againft the Ammonians, or¬ 
dering them to ravage the country, and to deftroy the temple 
of Jupiter Ammon, which was famous there. But, after they 


dad made feveral days march in the defert, a violent wind 
blowing from the {buth, brought fuch a vaft quantity of fand 
u pon the army, that the men were all ove: 

r ied under it. 


whelmed, and bn- 


Qjij 


C 


H^rod. 1. iii. c. 20—24, 


e 


Ibid. c. 2c a 26 


d Ibid, c, 25. 
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In the mean time, Cambyfes marched forwards like 


man towards the Ethiopians, 
tute of all forts of provifions 


mad. 


famine in his army 


lotwithftanding his being deft 
which quickly caufed a territo, 


He had ftill time, fays Herodot 




medy this evil: But Cambyfes would have thought it a diflio, 
nour to have deiifted from his undertaking, and therefore \ 

pcpceeded in his expedition* At firft his army was obliged 


live upon herbs 


and leaves of trees: But 


wards into a country entirely ba 


coming after 


they were reduced tQ the 

necehity of eating their beafts of burden. At laft they were 
brought to fuch a cruel extremity, as to be obliged to ea 
another; every tenth man, upon whom the lot fell, being d 
ed to ferve as meat for his companions; a meat, favs Se 


be obliged 


w 1C, VC as meat for jus companions; a meat, fays Senses 
more cruel and terrible than famine itfelf: f “ Decimum quern! 

que fortiti, alimentum habuerunt fame faevius.” Notwith 

ftanding all this, the king ftill perfifted in his defign, or rather' 


his madnefs 


make him ferifible of his 


did the miferable defolation of his army 
his error. But at length, beginning to 


be afraid for his ownperfon, he ordered them to return. Du. 
ring all this dreadful famine among the troops, (who would be- 

lieve it?) there was no abatement of delicacies at his table, and 

camels were ftill referved to carry his kitchen-furniture, and 


heve it ?) there was no abatement of delicacies at his table 


camels were ftill referved to 
the inftruments of his luxury 


cc 


Si 


Si 


lmtruments of his luxury; « s Servabantur illi interim ge- 
nerofae aves, et inftrumenta epularum camelis vehebantur, 
cum fortirentur milites ejus quis male periret, quis pejus 


viveret. 


remainder of his army, of which the greateft part was 
o m this expedition, he brought back to Thebes ; h where he 
fucceeded much better in the war he declared againft the gods, 


whom he found more eafy to be conquered than men. Thebds 
s full of temples, that were incredibly rich and magnificent 


All thefe Cambyfes pillaged, and then fet them on fire. The 
chnefs of thefe temples muft have been vaftly great, fince the 
very remains, laved from the flames, amounted to an immenfe 
fum, three hundred talents of gold, and two thoufand three 


!• ♦ 


fum 


k 


hundred talents of liiver 


He like wife carried away 




this 


• * 


f De Ira, I. iii. c. zo. 


J - 




h Diod. Sic. t i. p. 43. 


JJhid. p. 46 


I ** *. 




8 Ibid. 


« 




HISTORY OF CAMBYSES. 


247 


Chap* 

time the famous circle of gold, that encompaffed the tomb of 
ting Ozymandias, being three hundred and fifty-five cubits in 
circumference, and in which were reprefeiited all the motions 
of the feveral conftellations. 

k From Thebes he went back:to Memphis, where he diftnif- 

fed nil the Greeks, and lent them to their refpeftive homes 1 

But on his return into the city, finding it full of rejoicings, he 

fell into a great rage, fuppofing all this to have been for the ill 

fuccefs of his expedition. He therefore called the magiftrates 

Before him, to know the meaning of thefe public rejoicings ; 

and upon their telling him, that it was becaufe they had found 

their god Apis, he would not believe them,«but caufed them to 
be put to death, as 


as impoftors that infulted him and his mif- 
fortunes. And then he fent for the priefts, who made him 
the fame anfwer : Upon which he replied, that fince their god 
was fo kind and familiar as to appear among them, he would 
be acquainted with him, and therefore commanded him forth¬ 
with to be brought to him. But, when inftead of a god he faw 
a calf, he was ftrangely aftonifhed, and falling again into a rage, 
he drew out his dagger, and run it into the thigh of the beaft 5 
and then upbraiding the priefts for their ftupidity, in worfhip- 
ping a brute for a god, ordered them to be feverely whipt, and 
all the Egyptians in Memphis, that fhould be found celebrating 
the feaft of Apis, to be flain. The god was carried back to the 

temple, where he languifhed of his wound for fome time, and 
then died. 

1 The Egyptians fay, that after this fa£b, which they reckon 
to have been the higheft inftance of impiety that ever was com 
nutted among them, Cambyfes grew mad. But his actions 
lhowed him to have been mad long before, of which he conti¬ 
nued to give various inftances: Among the reft are thefe fol- 
lowin 


g 


He had a brother, the only fon of Cyrus befides himfelf, 


^nd born of the fame mother 


His name, according to Xeno 


phon, was Tanaoxares, but Herodotus calls him Smerdis, and 

QJiij 


Herod. 1. iii, c, 27 


29 


1 Ibid. c. 30. 


roibid. 
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pedition. 

that could draw the bow 
him from the king of Ethiop 
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He accompanied Cambyfes in his Egyptian 
But being the only perfon among all the Perfia» 

r which Cambyfes’ ambafladors brought; 


■».« i‘ 


) 


Cambyfes from hence conceived 




> 


fuch a jealoufy againft him, that he could bear him 
in the army, but fent him back into Perfia 

dreaming, that fomebody told him that Smerdis 
throne, he conceived 

throne, and fent after him into Perfia, Prexalp 

chief confidents, with orders to put him to death 
accordingly executed 

n This murder was the caufe of another ftill mo£e criminal, 
Cambyfes had with him in the camp his youngeft lifter, whofe 

name was Meroe. 

manner this lifter became his wife 




I > 



■ r ^ 

/ - * 


♦ 






/ < 


;V. _ 




> «• 
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V* < 
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t 


V 
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Herodotus acquaints us after what a ftrangi 

As the princefs was ex-1 

ceedingly beautiful, Cambyles ahlblutely refolved to marry her. 

To that end he called together all the j udges of the Perfon 

nation, to whom belonged the interpretation of their laws, to 

know of then? whether there was any law, that would allow i 
brother to marry a lifter. 

one hand dire&ly to authorize fuch 


* < 


*. 


» *» 


* • ; 
* « 


The judges, being unwilling on 

an inceftuous marriage 


and on the other, fearing the king’s violent temper, fhould they 
contraditt him, endeavoured to find out a falvo, and gave him 


this crafty anfwer 


V 


That they had 


law indeed which per 


I 


nutted a brother to marry his After, but they had a law which 

allowed the king of Perfia to do what he pleafed. Which 

ferving his purpofe as well as a direct approbation, he folemnly 
married her, and hereby gave the firft example of that inceft 
which was afterwards praftifed by mo ft of his fuccefTors, and 


by fome of them carried fo far as to marry their own daughten 
how i epugnant foever it he to modefty and good order 




* 


r. 


This 


<*♦ 


lady he carried with him in all his expeditions, and her name 
being Meroe, he from her gave that name to an illand in the 
Nile, between Egypt and Ethiopia, on the conquering of it] 
for fo far he advanced in his wild march againft the Ethiopians 

The thing that gave occafion to his murdering this princely 
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feeing 


lion 


One day Cambyfes was diverting himfelf in 
a combat between a young lion and a young dog: The 




having the better, another dog, brother to him that was 
engaged, came to his affiftance, and helped him to mafier the 
lion. This adventure mightily delighted Cambyfes, but drew 
tears from Meroe, who being obliged to tell her hufband the 
reafon of her weeping, confefled, that this combat made her 
call to mind the fate of her brother Smerdis, who had not had 


the 


fame good fortune as that little dog. 


There needed no 


more than this to excite the rage of this brutal prince, who 
immediately gave her, notwithftanding her being with child, 
fuch a blow with his foot on the belly, that fhe died of it. So 
abominable a marriage deferved no better an end. 

0 He caufed alfo feveral of the principal of his followers to 
be buried alive, and daily facrificed fome or other of them to 


his wild fury. He had obliged Prexafp 




of his principal 


officers and favourites, to declare to him what his Perfian fub- 
jefts thought and faid of him. “ They admire, Sir,” fays 
Prexafpes, “ a great many excellent qualities they fee in you, 

t * 

« but they are fomewhat .mortified at your immoderate love 

,” replied the king, “ that 

You 


« of wine.” “ I underhand you 


w is, they pretend that wine deprives me of my reafon. 

“ fhall be judge of that immediately.” Upon which he began 

to drink exceflively, pouring it down in larger quantities, than 

ever he had done at any time before. Then ordering Prexafpes’ 

at the end 


fon, who was his chief cup-bearer, to hand upright 

of the room, with his left hand upon his head, he took his bow 

« 

and levelled it at him ; and declaring that he aimed at his heart 

t 

let fly, and actually fhot him in the heart, 
bis fide to be opened, and fhewed the father the heart of his 


He then ordered 


fon, which the arrow had pierced, afked him 
fcoffing manner, if he had not a fteady hand ? 


The 


nfulting 

^retched 


father, who ought not to have had either voice or life remain 

t was fo mean-fpirited, as to reply 


ing after a ftroke like this, v 
u Apollo himfelf could not 
copied this ftory from Herodotus, after having fhown his de 


have fhot better 


Seneca, who 




°Her. 1, iii. c, 34,35, Sen. 1 . iii. de Ira, c. 14, 
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teftation of the barbarous cruelty of the prince. 


Book to 


1 A 1 


4 « 


l 4 


more the 


condem 




s * 
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CC 


rdly and monftrous flattery of the 






Sceleratius telum illud laudatum eft 
When Croefus took upon him to advife Cambyfes 


quam mifliim 


fath 










-r >■ 

- •* r. r " 

? ■ 


thefe proceeding 




and laid before him the ill confeq 



• 1 » 


- 


would lead to, he ordered him to be put to death 




_ • . • 



S‘ »• 


tholb who received his orders, knowing he 

the next day, deferred the execution, he cauled th J,1. . J? 


the next day, deferred the 


death 


becaufe they had not obeyed his 


the fame time he exprefled great joy that Crodi 


put 

though a 
was alive 

It was about this time, Oretes, < 

who had the government of Sardis 


he caufed them all tote 


commands, 




r 1 


a ¥ 


Of 
after 


1 

Gambyfes’ fatrapae, 

j. a very ftraffge and 

rdmary manner brought about the death of Polycrates 

I he ftory of this Polycrates is of fo fii 


tyrant of Samos 

lar a 1 


that the reader will not be difpleafed, if 13 


here 


This Poly 


V t, 


J 


courfe of 


all his affairs 


was a prince, who, through the whole 


ment 


ns life had been perfeftly profperous and fuccefsfil 

and had never met with the leaft difappoint- 

difturb his felicity. Amafisl 


unfortunate accident. 


^ 


lend him a letter 
letter he declared 


or admonition upon that fubje£t 


him 


In this 


concerning his condition; that fuch 
courfe of prosperity was to be fupedted 


that he had terrible appreheniions 


long and uninterrupted 

that fome malign; 


invidious god, who looks upon the fortune of men 

lous eye, would certainly, fooner or later, bring ruin and de 


ftruiftion upon him 


m order to prevent fuch a fetal 


fooke, he advifed him to procure fome misfortune to hi 


by fome voluntary lofs 






felf 




•N*« 


that he was perfuaded would prove 


I 


* > V 


' 4 '~ 


fenfible mortilication to him 

The tyrant followed this advice 

which he mightily efteemed, particularly for 
manlhip, 

leys, 


* \ 


V -• 


* 




' I 


Having an emerald ring, 


* f 


work 


“ » 


with his 


he was walking upon the deck of one of his gal 

he threw it into the fea without any 


p Her, L iii. c. 36. 


^ Ibid. c. 39 
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one’s perceiving what he had done. Not many days after, 
fome fifhermen, having caught a fifh of an extraordinary big* 

pefs, made a prefent of it to Polycrates. When the fifh came 
to be opened, the king’s ring was found in the belly of it. His 
furprife was very great, and his joy Hill greater. 

When Amafls heard what had happened, he was very di£- 
ferently affe&ed with it. He writ another letter to Polycrates, 
telling him, that, to avoid the mortification of feeing his friend 
and ally fall into fome grievous calamity, he from that time 
renounced his friendfhip and alliance. A flrange, whimfical 
notion this 1 as if friendfhip was merely a name, or a title de£- 
titute of ail fubftance and reality. 

r Be that as it will, the tiling however did really happen, as 
the Egyptian king apprehended. Some years after, about the 
time Cambyfes fell fick, Oretes, who, as I faid. before, was 
his governor at Sardis, not being able to bear the reproach 
which another fatrapae had made him in a private quarrel, of 
his not having yet conquered the ifle of Samos, which lay fo 
near his government, and would be fo commodious for his 
matter ; Oretes upon this refolved at any rate to defiroy Poly¬ 
crates, that he might get pofleffion of the ifland. The way 
he took to effect his defign was this. He feigned an inclina¬ 
tion upon fome pretended difcontent to revolt from Cambyfes; 
but muff firfi take care, he faid, how to fecure his treafure 
and effects; for which end he was determined to depofite them 
in the hands of Polycrates, and at the fame time to make him a 
prefent of one half of it, which would enable him to conquer 
Ionia, and the adjacent iflands, a thing he had long had in 
view. Oretes knew the tyrant loved money, and paffionately 
coveted to enlarge his dominions. He therefore laid that double 
bait before him, by which he equally tempted his avarice and 
ambition. Polycrates, that he might not rafhly engage in an 
affair of that importance, thought it proper to inform himfelf 
more furely of the truth of the matter, and to that end fent a 
mefienger of his own to Sardis. When he came there, they 
flxowed him a vafi: number of bags full of gold, as he thought. 


r Jier. 1. iii. c, 1 20 — 12j , 



*5 




HISTORY OF CiSMBYSES, 


* I 

A v£>. 


•> ~ * 
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bul in truth filled with ftones, and having only the mouth i 
them covered mrt»* —u a _ r* - ut Q of 


home, Polv 


with gold 


foon as he was 




. ■ , A 


for Sardis 


impatient to go and feize his prey fa 

r <-l__]_•_ n .. . __ 


f ■ ‘ 




contrary to the advice of all his friends; and 


%* 

along with him Democedes, a celebrated phyfician of CrotlS 




Immediately on his arrival Oretes had him arrefted 








my to the ftate, and as fuch caufed him to be hanged 


> as an ch^ 


* -v V. 


ignominious and lhameful manner did he end a life 


In fuel 


4 


>r- 


vj- 


*>•% 


rft ~ 


had been but one continued feries of profperity and 

fortune «» uu » 








V 






Cambyfes, in the beginning of the eighth year of his reim 

F.rrxrr^ Grc | er t Q ' ~ * ° 




• 


J / 


left Egypt 


/A 


Peri 


When he came 


Syria, he found an herald there, fent from Sufa to the 


army, to let them know 


that Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus 


proclaimed king, and to command them all to obey him 




had been brought about 



was 


i * 


this 


manner 


his departure from Sufa on his Egyptian expediti 


Cambyfc 


V 


had left 


the adminiftration of affairs during his abfence in the hands of 


Patiiithes, one of the chief of the Mag 


brother extremely like Smerdis, the fon of Cy 


This Patiiithes Lai 


t-y 


perhaps for that reafon was called by the fame name 


and who 


Patiiith 


As foon 


was concealed fi 


fully affined of the death of that prince, which 


the public, knowing. 


the fame time, 




/ 


that Cambyfes indulged his extravagance to fuch a degree that 




- ^ - — — VV VUHh 

he was grown infupportable, he placed his own brother upon 


throne 


giving out that he was the true Smerdis, the fon 


of Cyrus; and immediately difpatched heralds into all the parts 


of the empii 


give notice of Smerdis’ acceflion. and 




* 


quire all the fubjects thereof to pay him their obedience 


Cambyfes caufed the herald 




•• t 


• 4 


into Syria, to be arrefted 


that came with thefe orders 


and having ftrictly examined ljim 


preience of Prexafpes, who had received orders to kill 


[4 9 


/V 


■ J * 


his brother, he found that the true Smerdis was certainly dead 

«J L _ l i i . J 


9 * 


9 4 


a 


nd he, who had ufurped the throne 


Li < - 


dis the Mag 


was no other than Smer 


I 




being d 


Upon this he made great lamentations, that 


♦; s, 


c* 


ed by a dream 


the identity of the names* he 


V i 


Her. 1. iii, c . 61 
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had been induced to deftroy his own brother; and immediate- 

I ** 1 

ly gave orders for his army to march, and cut off the ufurper. 
But, as he was mounting his horfe for this expedition, his 
{word flipped out of its fcabbard, and gave him a wound in 
the thigh, of which he died foon after. The Egypt 
marking, that it was in the fame part of the body, where he 
d wounded their god Apis, reckoned it as a judgment upon 
him for that facrilegious impiety. 



13 



u While he was in Egypt, having confulted the oracle of 
Butus, which was famous in that country,' he was told, that 
he Ihould die at Ecbatana; which undemanding of Ecbatana in 
Media, he refolved to preferve his life by never going thither; 
but what he thought to avoid in Media, he found in 
For the town, where he lay lick of this wound, was of the fame 
name, being alfo called Ecbatana. Of which when he was in¬ 
formed, taking it for certain that he muff die there, he af- 
fembled all the chief of the Perfians together, and reprefent- 
ing to them the true ffate of the cafe, that it was Smerdis, the 
Magian, who had ufurped the throne, earneftly exhorted them 
not to fubmit to that. impoftor, nor to fuffer the fovereignity 
to pafs from the Perfians again to the Medes, of which nation 


the Magian 


* 


but to take care to fet up a king over them 


of their own people. The Perfians, thinking he had faid all 
this out of hatred to his brother, had no regard to it; but 
upon his death quietly fubmitted to him whom they found on 
the throne, fuppofing him to be the true Smerdis* 
x Cambyfes reigned feven years and five months. In ferip- 
ture he is called Ahafuerus. "When he firft came to the crown, 
the enemies of the Jews made their addreffes directly to him. 

And 

enly 


tiefiring him to hinder the building of their tempi 
their application was not in vain. 


not in vain. Indeed he did not 
revoke the edi£t of his father Cyrus, perhaps out of fome re¬ 
mains of refpe£h for his father’s memory, but in a great mea¬ 
sure fruftrated its intent, by the many difeouragements he laid 
the Jews under; 


his 


reign 


fo that the work went on very flowly during 


b Her. 1 . ill. C| 64—-6$* 


x X Ffd. Iv. 4, 6. 
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As foe® as-he 


his prince is called inicripture Artaxerxes 

was fettled in the throne, by the death of Cambyfes, » t fcJ 

habitants of Samaria wrote a letter to him, letting forth 
a turbulent, feditious, . ‘ m 


and rebellious people the Jews wed 


By virtue of this letter they obtained an order from the 


prohibiting the Jews from proceeding 



building of their city and temple 


any farther in the re! 


So that the work was fnC 


pended till the fecond year of Darius, for about the fpaa tf 


two years 


The Magian, fenfible how important it was for him 


■rf. 


impofture fbould not be difcovered, affeSed 
cuftoin of the eaftern monarchs in thofe 





> 


rding 


times, never:to 



pear m public, but to live retired in his palace, and there tranA 
a£l all his affairs by the intercourfe of his eunuchs, without 
admitting any but his mod intimate confidents to his prefence; 

the be tter to fee ure himfelf in the poffeffion of die 


g 


And 


throne he had ufurped 


y 


gam the affeaions of his lubjedfs. 


he ftudied from his firft acceffion 




emption from taxes, and from 


by granting them in 


} * 

all military fervice for three 


years; and did fo many things for their benefit, that his deal 

was much lamented by the generality of the Perfians 


-t 


ontk 


that happened afterwards 


But thefe very precautions, he made ufe of to keep him* 
elf out of the way of being difcovered either by the nobility 
or the people, did but make it the more fufpefted, that lie 

He had married all his predecef 
and among the reft AtolTa a daughter of Cyrus, 


was not the true Smerdis 

for 


•» 


s wives 


and Phedyma, a daughter of Otanes 


firft quality. This nobleman fent 


> 


noble Perlian of the 


a trufty mefleng 



daughter, to know of her, whether the king was really Smerdis, 
the fon of Cyrus, or fome other man. She anfwered, that 


M 


z 


Her. 1 . iii. c. 6? 


Ant. J. C 


I Efd. iv. 7 


14 


a 


Ibid.c. 69. 
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having 


msiURYOFSMERDIS. 

never feen Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus, fhe could not 
tell. He then by a fecond mefiage defired her to inquire of 
AtolTa, who could not but know her own brother, whether 

9 

this were he or not. Whereupon fhe informed him, that 
the prefent king kept all his wives apart, fo that they never 
c ould converfe with one another, and that therefore fhe could 
not come at AtoiTa to afk this queftion of her. He fent her a 
third meffage, whereby he directed her, that when he fhould 
next lie with her, fhe fhould take the opportunity, when he 
was faft afleep, to feel whether he had any ears or no. For 
Cyrus having caufed the ears of Smerdis the Magiail to be cut 
for fome crime, he told her, that if the perfon fhe lay with 

fhe might fatisfy herfelf, that he was Smerdis the 


had ears, 

fon of Cy 


9 


but if not, he was Smerdis the Mag 


y 


and 

therefore unworthy of poffeffing either the crown or her. Phe- 
dyma, having received thefe inftru&ions, took the next op¬ 
portunity of making the trial fhe was dire&ed to, and find¬ 
ing that the perfon fhe lay with had no ears, flie lent word to 
her father of it, whereby the whole fraud was difcovered. 
b Otanes immediately entered into' a confpiracy with five 
of the chief Perfian nobility ; and Darius, an illuftrious 
Periian nobleman, whole father Hyftafjpes was governor of 

Perfia *. 


, coming very feafonably, as they were forming their 
plan, was admitted into the affociation, and vigoroufly promot¬ 
ed the execution. The affair was conducted with great fecre- 
cy, and the very day fixed, left it fhould be difcovered. 


While they were concerting their meafures 


, an extraordi- 

nai 7 occurrence, which they had not the lea ft expectation of, 

ftrangely perplexed the Magians. In order to remove all fuf- 
• • _ 

picion, they had propofed to Prexafpes, and obtained a pre- 
mife from him, that he would publicly declare before the peo¬ 
ple, who were to be affembled for that purpofe, that the king 
u pon the throne was truly Smerdis, the ion of Cyrus. When 
^e people were aflembled, which was on tlie very fame day, 
frexafpes fpoke from the top of a tower, and to the great 




b Her. 1 . iii. c. 70 

The province fo called. 


73 
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aftomlhment of all prefent, fincerely declared all that hart 
that he had killed with his own hand Smerdis the fon 
by Cambyfes’order i that- _ '"^1 


throne 


that the perfon who now poffefTed 
was Smerdis the Magian ; that he begged pardonS 

S and m^n fnt. __•_i i i * Of 


the gods and men for the crime he had 


committed 


pulhon, ami agamft his wdl. Having faid this, he threw ^ 
headlong from the top of the tower, and broke his neck # 

« eafy to imagine, what confulion the news of this 
occafioned in the palace 


" Tv 


i if 



The 


nfpirators, without knowing arty thing of what hr 


happened, were going to the palace at this jundure 


fuffered to enter unfufpe<fted 


For the outer guard 


and weS 



!* 1p " fo " s °f. d1 '** '“> k *•««, ««f.«J 


aik them any queftions 


But coming near the king 


ment, and finding the officers there unwilling to K , 
admittance, they drew their fcimitars, fell upon the 



♦ 4 


V 


* * ; 
\2 s 


give 



and forced their 

ther 
afpei 


paflage. Smerdis the Mag 


guards 




and his broi 


i 


who were deliberating together upon the affair of Prex 

hearing a hidden uproar, fnatched up their arms 


made 


the beft defence they could, and wounded fome of the confp 
rators. One of the two brothers being quickly killed, the 


ther fled into a diftant room to fave himfelf, but was 
thither by Gobryas and Darius 

held him fall in his 



Gobryas having leized him. 


arms 



ace, Darius was afraid 
he Ihould kill his friend, 
retrained him. 


but, as it was quite dark in that 


hill him 


> 


left 


Gobry 


the fame 



;e, 


judging what it was 


obliged him to run his fword 


through 


Magian’s body, though it Ihould happen to kill them both L 

But Darius did it with fo much dexterity and good 


gether 
fortune 

4 

panion. 


that he 


killed the Magian without hurting his 




e 


In the fame inftant, with their hands 


all fmeared with 


blood they went out of the palace, expofed the heads of the 
falfe Smerdis, and his brother Patifithes, to the eyes of the 


people, 
people grew fo 


and declared the whole impofture 


Upon this 


1 . 


ged againft the impoftors, that they fell 


Her 


0 


76 
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upon their whole fe<ft, and flew as many of them as they could 
, For which reafon, the day on which this was done, 
thenceforward became an annual feftival among the Perftans, 
hy whom it was celebrated with great rejoicings. It was cal- 





dqrft any of that fe<ft 


l e d « The daughter of the Magi: 

appear in public upon that feftival 


When the tumult and diforder, infeparable from fuch 



an 


ent, were appeafed, the lords, who had flain the ufurp 
tered into confultation among themfelves what fort of 


g° 


vernment was moft proper for them to eftablifh. Otanes, who 
fpoke. flrft, declared diredlly againft monarchy, ftrongly re- 


prefenting and exaggerating 


dangers and 


to which that form of government was liable; chiefly flowing, 

according to him, from the abfolute and unlimited power an¬ 
nexed tc 

voidably 

for a 


by which the moft 


man is almoft una 


corrupted. He therefore concluded, by declaring 
popular government Megabyfes, who next delivered 
his opinion, admitting all that the other had faid againft a mo¬ 
narchical government, confuted his reafons for a democracy. 
He reprefented the people as a violent, fierce, and ungovern¬ 


able animal, thatacfts only by caprice and paflion 




A king 


7 > 


laid he, <c knows what he does : But the people neither know, 
" nor hear any thing; and blindly give themfelves up to thofe 


know how to amufe 


77 


He therefore declared fo 


iftocracy, wherein the fupreme power is confided to a few 
wife and experienced perfons. Darius, who fpoke laft, fhow- 

an ariftocracy, otherwife caliled di¬ 


ed the inconveniencies of 

garchyj wherein reign diftruft, envy, diflentions, and ambition, 
ad natural fources of fa&ion, fedition, and murder; for which 
there is ufually no other remedy than fubmitting to one man’s 


authority 


d this is called monarchy, which of all forms of 


government is the moft commendable, the fafeft, and the moft 
advantageous; inexprefiibly great being the good that can be 

done by a prince, whofe power is equal to the goodnefs of his 


inclinations 


In fhort,” laid he 


« 


<( 


determine this point 
and undeniable, to 


hy a faft which to me feems deciftve 

w hat form of government is owing the prefent greatnefs of 
Volume JJ t t > 
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u 


commending ?’ Darius’ opinion was embraced by the r ft 
of the lords ; and they refolved, that the monarchy ftouldfc 

continued on the fame footing whereon it had been eflabliflmj 
by Cyrus. , 

f The next queflion was to know, which of them fhoulf]* 
king, and how they Ihould proceed to the election. This 
they thought fit to refer to the gods. Accordingly they agreed 


the Perfian empire 
commending ?” I 


% 

t, 

Booh I? 




Is 


not to that which I am 


re. 


This 


meet the next morning, by fun-rifing 


place in the fuburbs of the city 


horfeback, at j 


firfi: neighed, Ihould be king 


and he, whole horfe 


For the fun being the chief 


deity of the Perfians, they imagined, that taking this courfe, 


would be giving him the honour of the ele&ion 


Darius' 


groom, hearing of the agreement, made ufe of the follow 


artifice to fecure the 


crown 


his mailer 


night before 


Jt tut lUliOWiUg 

He carried, Ihe 


mare into the place appointed for their 


mg the next day, and brought to her his mailer’s horfe. The 
lords affembling the next morning at the rendezvous, no foon. 
er was Darius’ horfe come to the place where he had finelt 
the mare, but he fell a neighing; whereupon Darius was fa- 
luted king by the others, and placed on the throne 


the fon of Hyllafp es 

mily of Achaemenes 


He 


Perfian by birth, and of the royal fa 


* 

8 The Perfian empire being thus reftored and fettled by the 
wifdom and valour of thefe feven lords, they were raifed by 
the new king to the higheft dignities, and honoured with tie 
moft ample privileges. They had accefs to his perfon when¬ 
ever they would, and in all public affairs were the firll to de¬ 
liver their opinions. "Whereas the Perfians wore their tiara-or 




liver their opinions. "vVhereas the Perfians wore their tiara-oi 
turban with the top bent backward, except the king, who 
wore his er eft; thefe lords had the privilege of wearing theirs 
with the top bent forward, becaufe, when they attacked the 
Magi, they had bent theirs in that manner, the better to know 


» - I 


another in the hurry and confufion 


From that' time iot 


ward, the Perfian kings of this family always had feven coun 


* « . 


fell or s 


honoured with the fame privileg 




f 
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Here I fhall conclude the hiftory of the Perfian empire, 
ferving the remainder of it for the following volumes# 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Manners and Customs of the Assyrians , Babyloni¬ 
ans^ Li dians , Medes, and Persians. 

I SHALL give in this place a joint account of the manners and 

becaufe they agree in feve 


cuftoms of all thefe feveral 


ral points ; and if I was to treat them feparately, I fhould be 

obliged to make frequent repetitions; and that, excepting the 

Perlians, the ancient authors fay very little of the manners of 

the other nations. I fhall reduce what I have to fay of them 
to thefe four heads : ? 

L Their government, 

II. Their art of war. 

III. Their arts and fciences. 


And 


A*- 

I 


IV. Their religion. 

After which 1 fhall lay down the caufes of the declenflon 
and ruin of the great Perfian empire. 


ARTICLE I. 

Of G OVERNMENT. 

rER a fhort account of the nature of the government of 
’ and the manner of educating the children of their 



king 


I fhall proceed to confider thefe few 


things : Their 


were confidered 


public council, wherein the affairs of flate 

'he adminiftration of juftice; their care of their provinces;" and 
' e good order oblerved in their revenues. 


SECTION I. 

♦ 

Their Monarchical Form of Government, hfc. 

Monarchical, or regal government, as we call it, is of all 

to lT m °^ anc * ent > l ^ e m °ft univerfal, the belt adapted 
ee P the people in peace and union, and the lead expofed 

Rij 
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\ '--.'Vv 

• " w - ♦ 


the revolutions and viciftitudes incident to ftates 


• » k <j ■ • 


reafons, the wifeft writers among the 


F or thefe 


T ? 


7: 






* v r. 


>* 






V s > 


* / 




i* ► 


Fkto, Ari 


' ;?' •>* 

•• ,c* - * 




ftotle, Plutarch, and, before them all, Herodotus, have thou 




^ * 


fit to prefer this form of government to all others 


It 



i f - 


2 #'• 




4..‘ " 'i 


*4 


■<' .f 


like 


<.'• V 




wife the only form, that was ever eftablifhed among the eaft. 


ern nations, a republican government being utterly unknown 


p . * 

r;i - 


that part of the world 


Thofe people paid extraordinary honours to the pi 




on 


•Tvi 


4 v 




the throne, becaufe in his perfon they refpe<fted the charader 


-v* - 


of the Deity, whofe image and -vicegerent he was with regard 


% # 


▼ r- 


them, being placed on the throne by the hands of the ft, 


} » 


preme governor of the world, and clothed with his authority 


f V 


and power, in order to be the minifter of his providence 


> 


and 


the difpenfer of his goodnefs towards the people. In this 


nan. 


ner did the pagans themfelves in old times both think and 


t r 


fpeak 


u 




Principem dat Deus, qui erga omne hominum genus 


4 

« 

A 


fua fungatur 




Thefe fentiments are very laudable and juft. For certainly 


the moft profound reipe<ft and 


power ; becaufe it cometh from God, and 


due to the flip 


ed for the good of the public : Beftdes 


ly appoint 


♦ . . 


ident, that 


* 9 


authority not refpe&ed according to the full extent of his 


V: 

* 


million, muft thereby either become ufelels, or at leaft very 


much limited in the good effects, which ought to flow from 


But in the times of paganifm thefe honou 


though juft and reafonable 


and homages 


j 




often carried 


ft 




far 


the 


chriitian being the only religion that has known 


how to keep within bounds in that particular. * We honour. 


the emperor, faid Tertullian in the name of all the chrifti 


f > 


but in fuch a manner, as is lawful for us, and proper for him 










* • ^ 


that is, as a man, who is next after God in rank and author* 


ty, from whom he has received all that he is. and whatever he 




has, and who knows no fup 




but God alone. 


r *■ 


For this 








► r 


The mi ft 




♦ 

1 Plin. in Paneg. Traj 




V 




-- 4 V 


omodo 


ncm a Deo fecunaum, et cjuicquiu. ell. a Deo confecutuni. et folo Deo minors®* 






Tcrtul. L. ad Scap. 
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t 

reafon he calls in another place the emperor a fecond majefly, 
inferior to nothing but the firft: “ * Religio fecundae maje- 


« ftatis. 

Among the Aflyrians, and more particularly among the Per- 

fians, the prince ufed to be ftyled, “ The great king, the king 

“ of kings.” Two reafons might induce thofe princes to take 
that oftentatious title. The one, becaufe their 

formed of many conquered kingdoms, all united 

head: The other, becaufe they had feveral kings, their vaflals 
either in their court or dependent upon them 


empire was 

under 


> 


The 


crown was hereditary among them, defcending from 


father to fon, and generally to the eldeft 


When an heir 


fees, feafts 


the crown was born, all the empire teftified their joy by facri- 

1 and aI1 manner of public rejoicings; and his 
birth-day was thenceforward an annual feftival, and day of fo- 
lemnity for all the Perfians. 


m The manner of educating the future matter of the empire 

is admired by Plato, and recommended to the Greeks as a 
perfett model for a prince’s education. 

He was never wholly committed to the care of the nurfe, 
who generally was a woman of mean and low condition : But 
from among the eunuchs, that is, the chief officers of the 
houfehold, fome of the moft approved merit and probity were 
chofen, to take care of the young prince’s perfon and health, 
till he was feven years of age, and to begin to form his man¬ 
ners and behaviour. He was then taken from them, and put 

mt ° the hands of oth er mailers, who were to continue the 
«re of his education, to teach him to ride as foon as his 
nrength would permit, and to exercife him in hunting. 

At fourteen years of age, when the mind begins to attain 
ome maturity, four of the wifeft, and moft virtuous men of 

p C ftate? Were appointed to be his preceptors. The firft, fays 
kto, taught him magic, that is, in their language, the wor- 

‘P of the gods according to their ancient maxims, and the 

a "s of Zoroafter, the fon of Oromafus \ he alfo inftru&cd 



m Ibid, 


k Apol. c . i. p. 35. 


1 Plat, in Alcib, c. i. p, 1 %z. 
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him in the principles of government. 


The fecond was to 


ac 


cuftom him to fpeak truth 


and to adminifter juftice. 


The 


third was to teach him not to be overcome by pleafures, that 
he might be truly a king, and always free, matter of himfelf 
and his defires. The fourth was to fortify his courage againft 

ft m 

fear, which would have made him a flave, and to infpire him 
with a noble and prudent afiurance, fo neceffary for thofe that 
are born to command. Each of thefe governors excelled in 
his way, and was eminent in that part of education aligned 
to him. One was particularly diftinguifhed for his knowledge 


in relig 


and the art of governing 


y 


another for his love of 


uncom 


truth and juftice; this for his moderation and abftinence from 
pleafures; that for a fuperior ftrength of mind, and uncom¬ 
mon intrepidity. 

I do not know, whether fuch a diverftty of matters, who, 
without doubt, were of different temoers. and nerhans had 


y 


were of different temper 


and perhaps had 


different interefts in view, was proper to anfwer the end pro- 
pofed; or whether it was poffible, that four men fhould agree 
together in the fame principles, and harmonioufly purfue the 
fame end. Probablv. the reafon of having fo manv was. that 


together in the fame principles, and harmonioufly purfue the 
fame end. Probably, the reafon of having fo many was, that 
they apprehended it impofiible to find any one perfon poflefled 
of all the qualities they judged necefiary for giving a right edu¬ 
cation to the prefumptive heir of the crown; fo great an idea 
had they, even in thofe corrupt times, of the importance of a 
prince’s education. 

Be this as it will, all this care, as Plato remarks in the fame 
place, was fruftrated by the luxury, pomp, and magnificence, 
with which the young prince was furrounded; by the numerous 

train of attendants, that paid him a fervile fubmiflion; by all 

♦ 

the appurtenances and equipage of a voluptuous and effeminate 
life, in which, pleafure. and the inventing of new diverfions, 


and the inventing of new diverfions 


feemed to engrofs all attention; dangers which the mo ft 


lent difpofition could never furmount 


The corrupt 


of the nation therefore quickly debauched the pr 


and 


drew him into the reigning pleafures, againft which no educa¬ 
tion is a fufficient defence. 

♦ 

The education here fpoken of bv Plato, can relate only to 
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* •/« * / 

% 1 ■ 



IF. 


MANNERS OF THE ASSYRIANS, &C 


2<?3 


the children of Artaxerxes 

and fucceflbr of 




furnamed 


Longimanus 




the fon 



whofe time lived Alcibiades, who 


i » 


troduced in the dialog 


> 


from whence this obfervation 




taken 


For Plato 


9 


in another pafiage, which we fhall cite 


hereafter, informs 


us, that neither Cy 


> 


nor Darius 


* 


ever 


thought of giving the princes, their fons, a good education *, 
and what we find in hiftory concerning Artaxerxes Longima- 

us reafon to believe, that he was more careful than 


gives 


his 


predecefTors in the point of educating his children 
not much imitated in that refpeCt by his fucceffors. 


but 


SECTION IL 

% 

The Public COUNCIL) ivherem the AFFAIRS of STAFF 

are confdered . 

As abfolute as the regal authority was among the Perfians 
yet was it, in fome meafure, kept within bounds by the efta 
blifliment of this council, appointed by the ftatej a council 
which confifted of feven of the princes, or chief 




> 


y 


> 


of the 


nation, no 


lefs diftinguifhed for their wifdom and abil 


9 


than for their extraction. "Vife have already teen the origin of 
this eftablifhment in the confpiracy of the feven Pertian noble- 
men, who entered into an aflociation againft Smerais the Ma- 

gian, and killed him 

The feripture relates, that Ezra was fent into Judea 


in 


the 


name, and by the authority of king Artaxerxes and ms fevei 

: <c n From before the king and his feven counfel 


counfellors 


u 


lors. 




The fame feripture, a long time before this 


9 


the 


reign of Darius 


9 


otherwife called Ahafuerus 


9 


who fucceeded 


the Magian, informs 


9 


that thefe counfellors were well ver- 


fed in the laws, ancient cuftoms, and maxims of the ftate; that 
they always attended the prince, who never traniacled any 

thing, or 

advice. 


determined any affair of importance without their 


1 


This laft pafiage gives room for feme reflexions, which nwy 


R iiij 
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very much contribute to the knowledge of the genius and cha 
rafter of the Perfian government. 

In the firft place, the king there fpoken of, that is, Darius 
was one of the moft celebrated princes that ever reigned i n 

and one of the moft deferving, on account of his wif. 


I 


Perfia 




dom and prudence; though he had his failings. 



is to him, 


as well as to Cyrus, that the greateft part of thofe excellent 
laws are afcribed, which have ever fince fubftfted in that coun¬ 
try, and have been the foundation and ftandard of their 


g° 


vernment 


Now this prince, notwithftanding his extraordinary 
penetration and ability, thought he flood in need of counfel; 
nor did he apprehend, that the joining a number of affiftants 
to himfelf, for the determination of affairs, would be any dif- 
credit to his own underftanding: By which proceeding, he 
really fhowed a fuperiority of genius which is very uncommon 


I 


and fuppofes a great fund of merit. For a prince of flender 

a narrow capacity, is generally full of himfelf; 


talents 


and 


and the lefs underftanding he has, the more obftinate and 


traflable he generally 


He thinks it want of refpedl. 



perceive 


who 


is 



fer to difcover any thing to him which he does n 
and is affronted, if you feem to doubt that he, 
preme in power, is not the fame in penetration and underhand- 

t 

ing. But Darius had a different way of thinking, and did no¬ 
thing without counfel and advice: ig Illorum faciebat cunda 
confilio.” 

Secondly, Darius, however abfolute he was, and how jealous 


foever he might be of his prerogative, did not think he dero 
gated from either, when he inftituted that council; for 
council did not at all interfere with the king’s authority of 


the 


r. 



ling and commanding, which always refides in the perion 
the prince, but was confined entirely to that of reafon. which 


y 


nfifted in communicating and imparting their knowledge and 


experience to the king. He was perfuaded 


that 


nobleft 


character of fovereign power, when it is pure, and has neither 

from its origin, nor deviated from its end, is to 


degenerated 


govern 


* 


by the laws; to make them the rule of his will and 


a btcgnnv.r a *e, ct fubjeifti tibi. fed quemadmodum legibus, fumus. Ph P a> ^ r ' 



V ■ 

* ^3 *|V ***' ' 
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: and to think nothing allowable for him 


a<>5 

which they 


•*' J j< 


• * . 


p 


4 ^- 


|«in the third place, this council, which every where accom 

?'{ 4 

^jjanied the king, was a perpetual {landing council, confifting 
; 0 pthe great eft men, and the beft heads in the kingdom ; who, 
%der the diredlion of the fovereign, and always with a de- 


r- 4 # * 

r . \ 


m 

;»V 

rl -I. 


•Yi 


t 






* 


* 


;‘l 

d 


iency upon him, were in a manner the fource of public 
r, and the principle of all the wife regulations and tranf- 
ms at home and abroad. Upon this council the king dif- 
ged himfelf of feveral weighty cares, which he muft other- 


wife have been over-burdened with 


and bv them he likewife 


executed whatever had been refolved on. 


It was bv means of 


this handing council, that the great maxims of the ftate were 
prefervedj the knowledge of its true intereft perpetuated ; af¬ 
fairs carried on with harmony and order ; and innovations. 


errors 


and 


overflights 

O 


prevented. 


For in a public and g 


P 


11 their 


neral council things are difcuffed by unfufpefled perfons ; all 
the minifters are mutual infpeclors of one another \ all their 
knowledge and experience in public matters are united toge¬ 
ther ; and thev all become equally capable of every part of the 


ther 


admin iftration 


becaufe, though as to the executive part, they 


move 


nly in one particular fp 


of buftnefs \ yet they 


u 


inform themfelves in all affairs relating 


the pub 


lie that they may be able to deliver their opinions in a judi¬ 
cious manner. 

* The fourth and laft refleflion I have to make on this head is 


that we find it mentioned in feripture, that the perfons of which 
this council ccnftftcd, were thoroughly acquainted with the cus¬ 
toms, laws, maxims, and rights of the kingdom. 


4Two things, which, as the feriptures inform us, were prac- 

► 

fifed by the Perftans, might very much contribute to inftruct 
the king and his council in the methods of governing with w:f- 


fiom and prudence. ° The ftrft was, their having public re- 

. I 4 

gifters, wherein all the prince’s edidbs and ordinances, all the 

A 

• M » 

privileges granted to the people, and all the favours conferred 

•-T . 


^pon particular perfons, were entered and recorded. 


p The 


••(•v 




* * 


I Efd. v. 17. and vi. 2 * 


P Ibid. iv. T and lill'i. vi. r. 
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feco-nd 


5 


the annals of the kingdom, in which all the 


of former reigiis, all refolutions taken 


y 


egulations eftablifhed 


and fervices done by any particular perlbns 


> 


tered 


were exa&lv 


t 


Thefe annals were carefully preferved, and frequently 
perufed both by the kings and the minifters, that they might 
acquaint themfelves with times paft ; might have a true and 
clear idea of the ftate of the kingdom ; avoid an arbitrary, un- 
equal, uncertain conduft; maintain an uniformity in the courfe 

, acquire fuch light from the perufal of 


of affairs 


and 




fhort 


thefe books, as fhould qualify them to govern the hate with 


wifdom 


SECTION III. 

The Administration of Justice 


To be king, and to be judge 


but one and the fame thing 


The throne is a tribunal, and the fovereign power is the high- 
eft authority for adminiftering juftice. “ God hath made you 
king over his people,” faid the queen of Sheba to Solomon. 


SC 


(( 


«C 


to the end that you fhould judge them, and render juftice 
and judgment unto them.” God hath made every thing 


fubjeft to princes, to put them into a condition of fearing 


but him 


His defig 


making them independent 


them the moi 


, was to give 

inviolable attachment to juftice. That they 
might not excufe themfelves on pretence of inability, or want 
of power, he has delegated his whole 


power 


them; he 


has made them matters of all the means requifite for the re- 
ttraining injuftice and opprettion, that iniquity fhould tremble 

in their prefence, and be incapable of hurting any perfons 
whatfoever. 

But what is that juftice which God hath put into the hands 
of kings, and whereof he hath made them depofitaries ? Why, 
it is nothing elfe but order; and order confifts in obferving an 
univerfal equity, and that force do not ufurp the place of law; 
that one man’s property be not expofed to the violence of 


ther 


; that the common band of fociety be 
artitice and fraud may not prevail over i 


broken 


that 


and fim 


plicity; that all things may reft in peace under the protec& n 
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laws; and the weakeft among the people may find his 
in the public authority. 

<j We learn from Jofephus, that the kings of Perfta ufed to 






1 * 



■*‘l b 


f- 


■ > • 




fter juftice in their own perfons. And it was to qualify 
for the due difcharge of this duty, that care was taken 
have them inftru&ed from their tendereft youth, in the 

of the laws of their country; and that in their pub- 

have already mentioned in the hiftory of 



lie fchools, as we 





they were taught equity and juftice 


I 

the manner 


ietoric and philofophy are taught in other places. 

Thefe are the great and eftential duties of the regal dignity. 
Indeed it is reafonable, and abfolutely neceflafy, that the prince 


beaflifted in the execution of that auouft function 


he 


w 

others: But to be aliifted, is not to be deprived, or difpoirefted 


He continues judge, a^ 


long as he continues king. 


Though 


he communicates his authority, yet does he not reiign or divide 
it. It is therefore abfolutely neceftarv for him to beftow fome 


time upon the ftudy of equity and juftice ; not that he need 
enter into the whole detail of particular laws, but only acquaint 
himfelf with the principal rules and maxims of the law of his 
Wuntry, that he may be capable of doing juftice, and of fpeaking 
wifely upon important points. For this reafon, the kings 


of 


Perfia never afeended the throne, till they had been for fome 
time under the care and inftrudlion of the Magi, who were to 


teach them that fcience whereof they were the only mafters and 
profeflors, as well as of theology. 


Now 


, lince to the fovereign alone is committed the right of 


A 


adminiftering juftice ; and that within his dominions th^re is 
Mother power of adminiftering it, than what is delegated by 
Mm; how greatly does it behove him to take care, into what 
tands he commits a part of fo great a truft; to know whether 
diofe he places fo near the throne 

fuch 


) 


are worthy to partake of 
a prerogative ; and induftrioufly to keep all fuch at a 


^fiance from it, as he judges unworthy? We iind that in Per 
j their kings were extremely careful to have juftice rendered 
^th integrity and impartiality. r One of their royal judges 



3 




Alitiq. Judaic 


3 


r Herod. 1. v. c. 25 
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for fo they called them 


* 


having fuffered himfelf to be corrupted 
by bribery, was condemned by Cambyfes to be put to death 
without ■ mercy, and to have his Ik in put upon the feat whe 


he ufed to fit and give judgment, and where his fon, who f uc 

ceeded him in his office, was to fit, that the very place, whenci 
he gave judgment, fhould remind him of his own duty. 


Their ordinary judg 


were taken out of the clafs of old 



aen 


y 


fo that a man could 


which none were admitted till the age of fifty years 


exercife the office of 


judge before 


that age, the Perfians being of opinion, that too much maturity 
could not be required in an employment which difpofed of the 
fortunes, reputations, and lives of their fell 


t 


Amongft them 


y 


fan to put any of his flaves to death 


was not lawful either for a private per 




for the prince to inflift 


capital pimifhment upon any of his fubje&s for the iirft offence* 
becaufe it might rather be confidered as an effefl of human 
weaknefs and frailty, than of a confirmed malignity of mind. 
The Perfians thought it reafonable to put the good as 


J 


as well 

as the evil, the merits of the offender as well as his demerits 
into the fcales of juftice : Nor was it juft, in their opinion, that 
one Angle crime fhould obliterate all the good actions a man 


had done during his life 


Up 


th 


principl 


that 


Darius, having condemned a judge to death lor fome prevari 


his office 


nd afterwards calling to mind the impor 
nt fervices ne had rendered both the ffate and the royal fa 

ily, revoked the fentence at the very moment of its going tt 


be executed 


y 



w an d acknowledged, that he had pronounce 
with more precipitation than wifdom. 

But one important and effential rule which thev obferved in 

* 

their judgments, was, in the firff place, never to condemn any 
perfon without bringing his accufer to his face, and without 
giving him time, and all other means neceffary, for defending 
himfelf againf! the articles laid to his charge : And in the le- 

O 

cond place, if the perfon accufed was found innocent, to in 11 id 
the very fame punifhment upon the accufer, as the other was 


s Xen. Cyr. 1 . i. p. 7. 


* Her. 1 . i. c. 137. 


u Ibid. 1. vii. c. 194* 


w 
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z6p 


Artaxerxes 


gave 


Shave fuffered, had he been found guilty. x 
ine example of the juft rigour which ought to be exercifed 

* *'’i 


■KKi' 

w.r;c(- • 


Jh liich Qccaflons. One of the king’s favourites, ambitious of 

a place poftefted by one of his beft officers, endeavoured 



. V* V 


A <* 
i f 

.» 4 .-' . * 

10 


r * 


; make the king fufpe<ft the fidelity of that officer; and to 

w 

llat end, lent informations to court full of calumnies againft: 

' 4 ,* + i - * 

him, perfuading himfelf that the king, from the great credit 


■ A 


* * 


+ i-\ 


p* i . 


lie had with his majefty, would believe the thing upon his bare 

I 4 

i •* • 

, without further examination. For fuch is the general 





c 


♦ j 


arafter of calumniators. They are afraid of evidence and 
; they make it their bulinefs to fhut out the innocent 
from all accefs to the prince, and thereby put it out of their 

w 

to vindicate themfelves. The officer was imprifoned; 



power 


i 


but he defired of the king, before he was condemned, that his 
caufe might be heard, and his accufers ordered to produce 
their evidence againft him. The king did fo : And as there 

♦ 

T. m 

.was no proof but the letters which his enemy had writ againft 


Mm, he was cle 


ed 


and his 


innocence fully juftihed by the 

t 

three commiftioners that fat upon his trial; all the king’s in- 


ation fell upon the perfidious accufer, who had thus at 


•• 



\ 


tempted to abufe the favour and confidence of his royal mafter 


1 


is prince, who was very wife, and knew that one of the true 
%ns of a prudent government, was to have the fubjefts ftand 
more ih fear of the * laws, than of informers, would have 
•thought, that to have adted otherwife than he did, would have 

been a direct violation of the moft common rules of f natural 

? 

equity and humanity; it would ha\; 

4 

♦ 

envy, hatred, calumny. 


been 


opening 


do 


and 


reveng 


P 




would have been 


ord 


would have b 


•poling the honeft fimplicity of good .and faithful fubjedls to 

fe cruel malice of deteftable informers, and arming thefe with 

/ 

the fword of public authority : In a 

diverting the throne of the moft nol 

\ 

namely, of being a fandtuary for 
pinrt violence and calumnv 


privilege belon 


to 


and juft ice, a 


- 


% ■ »^ 

' ^ • 

• ► 

' . *+ • 

’ yvr 

• > 
* * * 

. 9 n . 

A 

i\ ■■ 


x Diod. 1. xv. p. 353 
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1 1 


Non jam delatores, fed leges timentur. 

Princepsj qui delatores non cuftjgat 3 irritat. Sueton- in vit. Doinit. c. ix 


in Pan eg Traj. 
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y There is upon record a flill more memorable 


firmnefs and love of juftice, in another king of Perfia 


example of 


Artaxerxes 


> 


in him 


I mean 


befo 


re 


fuerus 


whom the fcripture calls Aha- 


and who is thought to be the fame as Darius th 


A 


of Hyftafpes 


from whom Haman had, bj 


fon 


by his earned: folic 


ita 


tions, extorted that fatal edi£t, which was calculated to exter 


minate the whole* race of the Jews throughout the Perfian em 


pire in one day. 


When God had 


by the means of Efthe: 


) 


opened his eyes, he made hafte to make amends for his fault 


not only by revoking his edict 


and infli&ing an examplary 


punifhment upon the impofior who had deceived him; but 


which is more 


by a public acknowledgment of his error; 


which fhould be a patternlo all ages, and to all princes 


and 


teach them 


that far from debafing their dignity 


or weaken¬ 


ing their authority thereby, they procure them both the 


efpeft. After declaring, that it is but too common for calum 


niators to impofe 


by their mifreprefentations and craftinefs 


on the goodnefs of their princes, whom their natural lincerity 


induces to judge favourably of others 


* 


he is not alhamed to 


acknowledge 


that he had been fo unhappy as to fuffer him 


felf to be prejudiced by fuch means againft the Jews, who 


were his faithful fubje&s, and the children of the Moft High 


God, through whole goodnefs he and his anceflors had attain 


ed to the throne. 


*■ The Perlians were not only enemies of injuftice, as we 


have now fhown 


but alfo abhorred 


lying, which 


alway 


deemed amongft them as a mean and infamous vice. 


What 


they efteemed moll pitiful 


next 


lying, was to live upon 


trull 


by borrowing 


Such a kind of life feemed to them 


idle, ignominious, fervile, and the more defpicable, becaufe 


makes people liars 


SECTION IV 


The Care of the Provinces . 


i 

i ► • 


t 


It feems 


to be no difficult matter to maintain good order in 


i 

f.'t 


the metropolis of a kingdom 


where the conduct of the niag l ~ 




y Efth. c.iu. &C. 


* Herod. 1. i. c. 13 ?. 
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and judges is nearly infpecled; and the very fight of 
throne is capable of keeping the fubje&s in awe. The cafe 
gtherwife with refpe£f to the provinces, where the diflance 
the fovereign, and the hopes of impunity, may occafion 


4 *r 




'A*'*'* 


-V 



J •: : - 


s 


gany mifdemeanours on the part of the magistrates and of- 

as well as great licentioufnefs and diforder on that of 





^ people. In this the Perfian policy exerted itfelf with the 

care; and, we may alfo fay, with the greateft fuccefs. 





t * 

■ V£S 

. * * ? r 

v :♦ 


The Perfian empire was divided into * an hundred and 

feven governments, the governors whereof were called 






ae. Over them were appointed three principal minifters* 
infpe&ed their conduct, to whom they gave an account 

% 

of all the affairs of their feveral provinces, and who were af- 

It 


5 


m 


«« 


terwards to make their report of the fame to the king, 
was Darius the Mede, that is, Cyaxares, or rather Cyrus 
the name of his uncle, who put the government of the empire 

I 

into this excellent method. Thefe fatrapae were, by the very 


n of their office, each in his refpedlive diftricf, to hav 





the fame care and regard for the intereffs of the people, as for 

1 % 

thofe of the prince: For it was a maxim with Cyrus, that no 
difference ought to be admitted between thefe two interefts, 

9 

are neceffarily linked together; fince neither the people 



can be happy, unlefs the prince is powerful, and in a condi- 

nor the prince truly powerful, unlefs his 


tion to defend them; nor 
people be happy. 

Thefe fatrapae being the mod confiderable perfons in the 


% 

kingdom, Cyrus affigned them certain funds and revenues pro 

portionable to their ftation and the importance of their em 
ploym 


• 4 


fpeft 



:nts. He was willing they fhould live nobly in theL 
re provinces, that they might gain the refpeef of the 
and common people within their jurifdiftion; ar 


d for 


equi 


and their 


ibl 


^9 


reafon their retinue, their 
ftould be anfwerable to their dignity, yet without exceeding 
4e bounds of prudence and moderation. He himfelf was 





V ~ \ 


* . rj 


< V.- 


model 


this refpedt, as he delxred they fhould be 


all 


» - 

■ • * 


t f 


'v 
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Authors differ about the number of governments or pro\ 
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p, 229,232. 
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perfons of diftinguiflied rank within the extent of their a ti, 


nty 


So that the fame order, which 


gned in the 


court, might likewife proportionally be obferved in the 


prince 


of the fatrapae, and in the noblemen’s families 


vent 


y 


far 


poffible, all abufes, which 


And to prg 


fo extenfive an authority as that of the fatrap 


might be made of 


> 


the kin 


ferved to himfelf alone the nomination of them 


b 


the governors of places 


and caufed 


> 


the commanders of the troops 




and 


other fuch like officers, to depend immediately upon the prince 


himfelf; from whom alone they were to 


and infirudlions 


that 


their orders 


y 


if the fatrapae were inclined to abufe 


their power, they might be fenfible thofe officers were fo many 


erfeers and cenfors of their conduct 


And 


to make 


efpondence, by letters, the more fure and exped 


the 


king caufed poft-lioufes to be erected throughout all the em 


pire, and appointed 


y 


made wonderful difpatch 


who travelled night and day, and 


this 


But I fhall {peak more particularly 


n 


le at the end of this fe&ion, that I may not break 


in upon the matter in hand. 


Notwithftanding all this, the care of the pi 


entirely left to the fatrapae and governors : The king himfelf 


took cognizance of them in his own perfon, being perfuaded 


) 


that the governing 


:r 


bv othe 


9 


is but to govern by halves 


An officer of the houfehold was ordered to repeat thefe words 


the king every morning, when he waked : “ a Rife, Sir, and 


think of difchar 


g m g 


th 


duties, for which Oromafdes lias 




placed you upon the throne 


Oromafdes was the princi 


pal god, anciently worfhipped by the Perfians. A good prince 


) 


fays Plutarch in the account he gives of this cuflom, has 


occafion for an officer to give him this daily admonition: His 


n hea 




and the love he has for his people, are fuificient 


monitors. 


The king of Perfia thought himfelf obliged, accordin 


a 




the ancient cuftom efiablifhed 


time, perfonally to vifit all the 


that country, from time to 


pr 


of his empire 


being 


perfuaded 


> 


Pliny fays of Tra 


Li 


y 


that the moll folid 


j 


a 


Pint, ad Princ. indodl. p. 780 


b Xcnoph. in Oeconom. p- 
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Iphe tooft exquifite pleafure, a good prince can enjoy, is 


' - 


^ _ 

w|friBconcile tlie diflentions and mutual animofities o£ rival 

to calm commotions or feditions among the people, and 


?time to time to let the people fee their common father 1 


1 


l 1 ? is ■ 

m 

.I'.ivyl 

v- 4 S.y ‘jfi \* 
/K;v^-■ . 

* 


Qt fo much by the dint of power and feverity, as by 



w* 

VjitC 


t 

I * i. >.%'■ _ 



W^r. 


. ,#?X> 

•a #4 -ft 



44 


temper} to prevent injuftice and oppreffion in magi- 
i and cancel and reverfe whatever has been decreed a- 
Jaw and equity: In a word, like a "beneficent planet, to 
his falutary influences univerfally, or rather like a kind 

to be prefent every where, to fee, to hear, and 


r- 



thing 


5 


without 





9 


any man s petition or 



nt 




\«rX 


i|pen the king was not able to vifit the provinces himfelf. 



k 

3 


his dead 





fome of the greateft men of the king 




) 


/ • * 





» 

-V 




%'f 


A* 
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filch as were the mod eminent for widlom and virtue* 
perfons were generally called the eyes and ears of the 
Jbecaufe by their means he faw and was informed of e- 

or any other of his great miniders* 


tag 


When thefe 


9 




members of his council, were faid to be the eyes and 

prince, it was at once an admonition to the king, 

, as we have the organs of our fenfes. 


SM the 


* 4 




had his miniders 

he fhould lie dill and be idle, but aft by their means 


9 


US to the miniders 




fe 


that they ought not to a<d for them 


3 


• A 



but for the king their head, and for the advantage of 


body polit 


N - 






*/_A 


P* e particular detail of affairs, which the king, or the corn- 

appointed by him, entered into, is highly worthy 
ation, and fhows how well they underbood in thofe 
wherein the wifdom and ability of governors confid, 
attention of the king and his miniders was not only cm- 

v 

upon great objects, as war, the revenue, judice and 




T 

9 




‘ 'z V 



but matters of lefs importance, as the fecurity 




ume II. 
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Reconciliare aeniulas civitates, tumentefque populos non impeno magis quam 
compefeere, intercedere iniquitatibus magiftratuum, infediumque reddere 
fieri non oportuerit; poftremo velociffimi fideris more omnia invifere, 

atidire, et undecvmque invocatum, ftatim, velut numen, adeiTe et adfifterc. 
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the convenient habitation of 

the reparations of high roads, bridges, caufe 
the keeping of woods and forefts from being laid wafte 
and deftroyed, and above all, the improvement of agricult Ure 
and the encouraging and promoting of all forts of trades 

to the loweft and meaneft qf handicraft employments; every 


♦ 

and beauty of towns and cities 
the inhabitants 
torays. 


5 


in 





thing, 
thought to 

‘whatever belongs to the 

-felVes, 


came within the fphere of their policy, and 

cafe and infpeclion. And indeed 

as well as the fubjeets them 



# 

part of the truft committed to the head of the com- 

concern, and activity 


monwealth, and is entitled to. his 

His love for the commonwealth is univerfal 
fclf to all matters. 


It extends 


> and takes in every thing : It is the fupport 
of private perfons, as well as of the public. Every province, 
every city, every family has a place in his heart and affe&ions. 
Every thing in the kingdom has a relation to, and concerns 
him ; every thing'challenges his attention and regard. 

c I have already faid, that agriculture was one of the main 


thing 

tion. 


3 


# 

on which the Perfians bellowed their care and atten- 
Indeed, one of the prince’s firft cares was, to make huf- 


bandry flourifh ; and thole fatrapae, whofe provinces were the 


bell 


cultivated, had 


the moft of his favour. And as there 


were offices ereChed for the regulation of the military part of 
the government; fo were there likewife for the infpefting 

their rural labours and ©economy. For thefe two employ- 

P 

ments had a near relation ; the bufinefs of the one being to 
guard the country, and the other to cultivate it. The prince 
protected both aim oft with the fame degree of affe&ion; be- 

caufe both concurred, and were equally neceftary fer the pub¬ 
lic good. 


For 



the lands cannot be cultivated without 


aid and protection of armies for their defence and fecurity; f° 


neither can the foldiers 


the other hand be fed and main 


tained without the labour of the hufbandmen, who culth ate 
the ground. It was with good reafon, therefore- that the 


y 


c 


Xenoph. Oecon. p. 82,7 


$30. 




funt univerfa, nullum non reip 


Partem tanquani hu nRjr * 


Scnet. lib.-de Clem 



) 
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fmce it was impoffible for himfelf to fee into every 



caufed an exa-ft account to be 


and canton was cultivated 


given him 


9 


how 


every 


that he might know whe 


country brought forth abundantly fuch fruits 


9 


it 


capable of producing; that he defcended fo far into thofe 



Xenophon remarks of Cyrus the younger 


9 


as 


. w w 

a 


V, 


phform himfelf; whether the private gardens of his fubjefts 

well kept, and yielded plenty of fruit; that he rewarded 


4 - U 

■ . 


^ luperintendents and overfeers, whole provinces or cantons 
fere the beft cultivated, and punifhed the lazinefs and 

■ - * v . • a v _ 




• • 

• r 


of thofe idle perfons, who did not labour and improve 
grounds. Such a care as this is by no means unworthy 
|f a king, as it naturally tends to propagate riches and plenty 



‘throughout his kingdom, and to beget a fpirit of induftry 


iongft his fubjedfe 


9 


that 


which is the fureft means of preventing 


f. 


eafe of drones and idle fellows 


9 


that are fuch a bur 


4 

ft 

den upon the public 


and 


di {honour to the Hate 


Xenoph 


9 


the next paffiige to this I have now cited 


flits into the mouth of Socrat 

i 

& therein, a vei 


9 


-s, who is introduced as a fpeak- 
y noble encomium upon agriculture, which 
he reprefents as the employment in the world the mofl wor- 

the moft ancient, and the mo ft fait- 



\of men’s appl 
able to their natu 


9 




the common nurfe of perfons of all 


ir i 



and conditions of life 


9 


the fource of health 




• ^ 


9 





ftrength 


i 




9 



9 



9 


riches, and a thoufand fober delights and honeft plea- 

as the miftrefs and fchool of fobriety, temperance, juf 
eligion \ 


and 


9 


in a word, of all kinds of virtues both 


tivil and military. After which he relates the fin 




u 



faying of 


ander the Lacedaemonian, who 


he was walking at Sar 


vvnuj ax 11c* wdb vva.iis.inji at oar« 

# with the younger Cyrus, hearing from that prince’s own. 



that he himfelf had planted feveral of the 


/O 




Ms looking at, made the following anfwe 

reafon to extol the happinefs of Cyru: 


r* 


rp 

x 


he 


hat the world 



9 


eminent as his fortune; and who 


$ affluence, fpl 


9 


9 


and magnific 


hofe virtue was 


the midft of the great 


9 


had yet preferved 


* < * 


. 

- I 



y 


1 




d Xenoph. Oecon. p. S30 


83 


o 
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tafte fo pure and fo conformable to right reafon. “ e Cum 
“ Cyrus refpondiffet, Ego ida fum dimenfus, mei funt ordi. 
€t nes, mea defcriptio, multae etiam iftarum arborum mea 
i€ manu funt fatae: turn Lyfandrum, intiientem ejus purpu- 
“ ram, et nitorem corporis, ornatumque Perficum multo auro 
se multifque gemmis, dixiffe: * Recte yero te, Cyre, bea- 

€f TUM FERUNT, QUONIAM VIRTUTI TUAE FORTUNA CONJUNCT* 

u est* ,> How much it is to be wifhed, that our young nobi¬ 
lity, who, in the time of peace, do not know how to employ 
themfelves, had the like tabe for planting and agriculture, 

which Purely, after fuch an example as that of Cyrus, fliouldi 

* 

be thought no difhonour to their quality; efpecially if they 
would confider, that for feveral ages it was the conftant em¬ 
ployment of the braved: and mod warlike people in the world! 
The reader may ealily perceive, that I mean the ancient Ro¬ 
mans. 


The Invention of Posts and Couriers. 

f I promised to give fome account in this place of the in¬ 
vention of pods and couriers. This invention is afcribed to 


Cy 




nor indeed 



find any mention of fuch an efta 


blifhment before his time. As the Perlian empire 


y 


after its 


lad conqueds, was of a vad extent, and Cyrus required, that 


all his governors of provinces, and his chief commanders of 
his troops, fhould write to him, and give an exa£t account of 
every thing that palled in their feveral didricts and armies; in 
order to render that correfpondence the more fure and expe¬ 
ditious, and to put himfelf into a condition of receiving fpeedy 


intelligence of all occurrences and affairs 


y 


and of fending his 


orders thereupon with expedition, he caufed pod-houfes to be 
built, and meffengers to be appointed in every province. Ha¬ 
ving computed how far a good horfe, with a brifk rider, could 

go in a day, without being fpoiled, he had babies built in p r0 " 


e Cic. de Scnedi. n. 59 


f Xen. Cyrop. 1 . viii. p. % 3 2 


* In the original Greek there is ftill a greater energy. AikocIuc a 

tv5'cc! i uw tlvou' ayuSb^ yeeg ov ixvbg ivooci[xov{ig. Thou art worthy, Cyrus, of tha P 
pinefs thou art pofleiled of; becaufe with all thy affluence aijd profperity thou ar 

alfo virtuous. 




: 4 j*« -« k 

< > «• 
'If iu 

.-'V *»2 
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portion at equal diftances from each other, and had them fui 
Sjflied with horfes. 


and 


grooms to take care of them 


At 


> y r 

• * 

. *41 * * 

‘each of thefe places he likewife appointed a poll-mailer, 

' * V L ^ 


to 


A 


^ * 

r ; * T 
-«f .I-’. 


the packets from the 


they arrived 




and 


give 


them to others \ and to take the horfes that performed their 

ones. Thus the poft went continual- 



and to find fre£h 


|y night and day, with extraordinary Ipeed: Nor did either 
rain or fnow, heat or cold, or any inclemency of the feafon. 


interrupt its progrefs. s Herodotus fpeaks of the fame fort of 

t • 

couriers in the reign of Xerxes. 

,p 

Thefe couriers were called in 


1 the Perfian language, *Ayru P ot * 
The fuperintendency of the polls became a confiderable em¬ 
ployment. h Darius, the laft king of the ancient Perfians, had 

Xenophon takes notice, that 


before he came to the crown 


this eftablifhment lubliiled in his time \ which perfectly agrees 
with what is related in the book of Eflher, concerning the e- 
difl publilhed by Ahafuerus in favour of the Jews : Which 
editt was carried through that vail empire with a rapidity that 

would have been impofiible, without thefe polls erected by 



t 

The world is jullly furprifed to find, that this ellablilhment 
of polls and couriers, firft invented in the eall by Cyrus 
continued for fo many ages afterwards by his fucceflors. 


and 


, efpe- 

cially conlidering the ufefulnels of it to a government, fhould 
never be imitated in the well, particularly by a people lb ex 
pert in politics, as the Greeks and the Romans. 

It is more allonilhing, that, where this invention was put in 


execution 


> 


was not further improved, and that the ufe of it 


3 


^as confined only to affairs of Rate 

•f. : W 

many advantages the public might have reaped from it 


without conlidering the 





by 


ating a mutual correfpondence, as well as the bufinefs of 


8 Her. 1. vin. c. 98. 


S iij 


h Plut. 1 . i. de fortun. Alex, p 326. et in Vit. Alex. p. 674. ubi pro 'A<ryav<T»r» 


.kgendum Ar«v<JV. 


# tl 


.+ f 


* ♦ - 
’. 1 U f 


• / 
'K 



compulfion 


from a word which in that language fignihes a ferv 
It is from thence the Greeks borrowed their verbal 




r t 


^pel-lere, co S ere : And tbe Latins, angariare. According to Suidas they 
“aewife caUed aftendae. 
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merchants and tradefmen of all kinds 


by the expedit 


it 


would have procured to the affairs of private perfons; the dif 
patch of journeys which required hafte * the eafy communica 

lion between families. 


cities and provinces 


and by the fafet j 


and convenient of remitting money from one country to 

It is well known what difficulty people at a diftan 


other 


had then, and for many ages afterwards, to communicate any 

to treat of affairs together 5 being obliged either 


news 


lend a fervant on purpofe, which could not be done without 
great charge and lofs of time ; or to wait for the departure of 
fome other perfon, that was going into the province or country, 
whither they had letters to fend ; which method was liable to 
numberlefs difappointments, accidents, and delays. 

At prefent we enjoy this general conveniency at a fmall ex- 
pence ; but we do not thoroughly confider the advantage of it 

the want whereof would make us fully fenflble of our happi- 
nefs in this refpeft. France is indebted for it to the univerfity 


of Paris, which I cannot forbear obferving here: I hope the 
reader will excufe the digreffion. The univerfity of Paris, being 
formerly the only one in the kingdom, and having g^reat num¬ 


bers of fcholars refarting to her from all parts of the kingdi 

did, for their fakes and conveniency, eftabliffi meffeng 
whofe bulinefs was, not 

for the flu dents. 




j 


only to bring clothes, Tilver and gold 
but likewife to carry bags of law-proceedings, 


informations and inquefts \ to conduct all forts of perfon 
differently. 


3 


in¬ 


to 


diet 


9 


lie 




, or from Paris, finding them both horfes and 
as alfo to carry letters, parcels and packets for the pub- 
well as the univerfity. 


In the 


rfity-regifters of the four nations, as they 


called, of the faculty of arts, thefe meflengers are often ftyled 


Nuntii Volantes 


yy 


to fignify the great fpeed and difpatch they 


were obliged to make. 

Fhe ftate then is indebted to the univerfitv of Paris for the 
invention and eftablifhment of thefe meflengers and letter-cai 

And it was at her own charge and expence that fhe 


ners. 


crefted thefe offices; to the fatisfaftion both of our kings and 
the public. She has moreover maintained and fupported 



i 




'.^^i I'/ ; . 

fttti 


■■;A>v?i 4 A 
;r::-.?>,, 


- i’t 
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fince the year 


57 ^ 


gainft all the 


*V 


die' farmers 


9 


which has coll her immenfe fums 


* 


attempts of 
For there 


\ • >M 




e 

were any ordinary royal mdfengers, till Henry III. firil 




A ' 


jftablilhed them in the year 


57 6 , by his edidb of November 


9 


-point pig them in the fame cities 


the univerfity had theirs 


ip, =and granting them the fame rights and privileges 


) 


as the 


V 


his predecefiors, had granted the mefiengers of the uni-* 


mV- * 


^Uhe univerfity never had any other fund, or fupport than 
the. profits arifing from the poll-office. And it is upon the 


foundation of the fame revenue 


3 


4 eefee of th 


that king Lewis XV. by his 


council of ftatc 


of the 


4th of April 


7 * 9 > 


and by his letters patent 


) 


bearing the .fame date 


giftered 


i&parliament, and in the. chamber of accompts, has ordained, 
that .in all the colleges of the faid univerfity the ftudents fhall 
be taught gratis ; and has to that end, for the time to come. 


appropriated to the 


rfity an 


ght-and-twentieth part of 


the revenue arifing from the general leafe or farm of the polls 


and mefiengers of France 


9 


which eight-and-twentieth part a 


mounted that year to the fum of one hundred and eighty-four 
.th'oufand livres, or thereabouts *. 

4 

It .is not therefore without reafon, that the univerfity, to 
whom this regulation has reftored a part of her ancient lpftre, 
reckons Lewis XV. as a kind of new founder, whofe bounty 
has at length delivered her from the unhappy and lhameful 
necejfity of receiving wages for her labours ; which in fome 
ineafure dilhonoured the dignity of her profelfion, as it was 


contrary to that noble 


9 


difinterefted fp 


which becomes it 


And indeed, the labour of mailers and profefiors, who inftru£l 
ethers, ought not to be given for nothing \ but neither ought 
itto be fold. “ 1 Nec venire hoc beneficium oportet, nec per ire/ 3 


n • • • • 

o lllj 


y 


i Quintil. 1. xii. c. 7. 

* About L.8500 Sterling, 


4 
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SECTION V- 
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% 

Administration of the Revenues. 

The prince. Is the fword and buckler of the ftate 5 

♦ \ 

the peace ahd tranquillity thereof fecured. But to enable him 
for thefe ends* he has occaiion for arms, foldiers, arfenals for- 


by him 


tified towns, and {hips ; and all thefe things require great ex- 
pences. It is moreover juft and reafonable, that the king have 
wherewithal to fupport the dignity of the crown, and the ma- 
jefty of empire \ as alfo to procure reverence and refpeft to his 


r 

perfon and authority. Thefe are the two principal reafons 
that have given occafion for the exadting of tribute and impo- 
lition of taxes. As the public advantage, and the neceffity 
of defraying the expences of the ftate, have been the firft caufes 

4 

of thefe burdens5 fo ought they likewife to be the conftant 
ftandard of their ufe. Nor is there any thing in the world more 

juft and reafonable than fuch impofitions ; fince every private 

% 

perfon ought to think himfelf very happy, that he can purchafe 
his peace and fecurity at the expence of fo {lender a contribu 


tion. 


The revenues of the Perfian kings confifted partly 


m 



10 


nies impofed upon the people, and partly in their being furnifh- 
ed with feveral of the products of the earth in kind 5 as corn, 
and other provifions, forage, horfes, camels, or whatever ra¬ 


rities each particular province afforded. 1 Strabo relates, that 
the fatrapae of Armenia fent regularly every year to the king of 


Perfia, his mafter, twenty thoufand young colts. 


By this 


we 


tnay form a judgment of the other levies in the feveral provin- 

. But we are to corllider, that the tributes were only ex¬ 



acted from the conquered nations : For the natural fubje&s 
that is, the Perfians, were exempt from all impofitions. 


) 


Nor 


was the cuftorn of impofing taxes, and of determining the fums 



each province was yearly to pay, introduced till the reign 

* * 

Darius5 at which time, the pecuniary impofitions, as near as 
we can judge from the computation made by Herodotus, which 


k Herod. 1 . iii. c. 89—97, 


1 JLiib. xi. p-530* 
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}sAttended with great difficulties, amounted to near Forty-four 

V 

bullions French money 


\ • v 


« M 


: vv * 


_ 1 * 




4 ♦ 


*’ - »* * 


cal 
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*r .*> 


• * ^-r* 
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The place wherein was kept the public treafure, was 

\ 

in the Perfian language Gaza. There were treafures of 
kind at Sufa, at Perfepolis, at Pafargada, at Damafcus, 
other cities. The gold and ffiver were there kept in in- 
, and coined into money, according as the king had occa- 




V 



The money chiefly ufed by the Perflans 


y 


of gold 




> . 



4 * 




v * r 


- 


^ 4 


V * 


called Daricus, from the name of f Darius, who fi/ft car 

4 

fed them to be coined, with his image on one fide, and an arch 
on the reverfe. The Daric is fometimes alfo called Stater 

becaufe the weight of it, like that of the Attic Stater, 



was two drachms of gold, which were equivalent to twenty 
Idrachms of iilver, and confequently were worth ten livres of 

money. 

n Befides thefe tributes, which were paid in money, there 



- V. 

tf** -4 

.. 4 ! 


was another contribution made in kind, by furnifliing victuals 
and provifions for the king’s table and houfehold, grain, forage, 

<9 

ind other neceflaries for the fubftftence of his armies, and horles 

I 

' f6r the remounting of his cavalry. This contribution was im- 
pofed upon the flx-fcore fatrapies, or provinces, each of them 

f 

furnifliing fuck a part as they were feverally taxed at. 


n 


ir* 


Hero¬ 
dotus obferves, that the province of Babylon, the largeft and 
wealthieft of them all, did alone furnifli the whole contribution 
for the fpace of four months, and confequently bore a third 

the red: 


* 


• # 


r \ 


ft v 


part of the burden of the whole impolition, whilft all 
of Alia together did but contribute the other two-thirds. 

By what has been already faid on this fubjeft, we fee the 
s of Perfla did not exact all their taxes and impoiltions in 
money, but were content to levy a part of them in money, 
and to take the reft in fuch products and commodities as the 
feveral provinces afforded y which is a proof of the great wil 



♦ 

dom, moderation, and humanity of the Perftan government 




m 


Q^Curt. 1 - iii. c. la. 


1 

Ker. 1 . iii. c. 91 


97 


1. i. c. 10 %. 


Z,1 




About two millions Sterling. 



Darius the Mede } etherwife called Cyaxares^ is fupr^fed to have been the 


fe# who c^ufed this money to be coined 
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Without doubt they had obferved, how difficult it often is f 0r 

the people, efpecially in countries at a diftance from commerce 

to convert their goods into money without fuffering great Ioffes 

I 

ndering of taxes 


) 


whereas nothing can tend fo much to the 


afy 


> 


and to fhelter the people from vexation and trouble 


well as expence, as the taking in payment from each 


as 


fuch fruits and commodities 


as that country produceth 


country 


which means the contribution becomes eafy, natural, and 


* 



table 


equi 


There were likewife certain cantons affigned and fet apart 


for the maintaining of the queen’s toilet and wardrobe 


for her girdle, another for her veil 




one 


y 


her veftments 


and fo on for the reft of 


tent 


And thefe cantons, which were of a great 


, fince one of them contained as much ground as a man 
could walk over in a day; thefe cantons, I fay, took their names 
from their particular ufe, or part of the garments to which 
they were appropriated; and were accordingly called, one the 
queen’s girdle, another the queen’s veil, and fo on. 

time, the fame cuftom continued among the Perlians 


In Plato 1 


The way of the king 


s giving penfions in thofe days to 
fuch perfons as he had a mind to gratify, was exactly like what 

have obferved concerning the queen. We read, that the 



king of Perfia affigned the revenue of four cities to Themifto- 

9 

> one of which was to fupply him with wine, another with 


cles 


bread, the third with meats for his table, and the fourth with 
his clothes and furniture. * Before that time, Cyrus had aft- 

in the fame manner with Pytharchus of Cyzicus, for whom 


ed 


he had a particular confideration 


y 


revenue of feven cities, 
fiances of a like nature 


and to whom he gave the 


In following times, we find man} 1 



r 

0 m Ale, c. i. p, 133, P Plut, in Them. p. 127. 9 Athen. 1 . i. p* 3 °« 
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effeminate, through luxury and pleafure. When I fay all 
I muft be underltood to except the Perfians, who even befor. 



t 



S 


9 


as well as in his reign, had the reputation of being 


people of a very military genius. The fituaticn of their 


\ * 


J # 



which is rugged and mountainous^ might be one reafon 

1 thing 

But 


was 


of their hard and frugal manner of living: Which is a 

V 

of no little importance for the forming of good foldiers. 
the good education which the Perfians gave their youth 
the chief caufe of the courage and martial fpirit of that people. 
• With refpeCl -therefore to the manners, and particularly to 
(he article which I am now treating of, we muff make fome 
diftin&ion between the different nations of Alia, So that in 
the following account of military affairs, what perfection and 


excellence you find in the rules and principles of war, is to be 
applied only to the Perfians, as they were in Cyrus’ reign j 
reft belongs to the other nations of Afia, the Affyrians, 


bylon 




Medes, Lyd 


) 


the 
Ba- 

and to the Perfians likewife after 


they had degenerated from their ancient valour, which hap 
pened not long after Cyrus, as will be fhown in the fequei. 


. I * Their Entrance into the Service, or into Mi lit art 

Discipline. 

r The Perfians were trained up to the fervice from their 
tender years, by palling through different exercifes. General¬ 
ly fpeaking, they ferved in the armies, from the age of twenty 


♦ 

to fifty years. And whether they were in peac 


they 






V 


always wore fwords, as our gentlemen do, which was never 
praftifed among the Greeks or the Romans. They were ob~^ 
liged to lift themfelves at the time appointed; and it was e- 
fteemed a crime to defire to be difpenfed with in that re foe Cl, 


will be feen hereafter, by the cruel treatment 




by D 


and Xerxes 


S 


two young noblemen 


whole 


had 


delired,, as a favour, that their fons might be permitted to ftay 
at home, for a comfort to them in their old a?e. 


£ 


Herodotus {peaks of a body of troops appointed to be 


t Strab. 1 . xv. p. 734. Art). Mar. I. xxiii. fub finem. 

l, iv. et vi. Sen. de Ira, I. iii, q. 36, 17. 


1 Lib, vii. c, 83, 
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king’s guard, which were called Imm ortal 


becaufe this body, 


which confifted of ten thoufand, 
was always complete; for as foon as any of the men died 


perpetually fubfifted, and 


was immediately put into his place 


) 


another 


The eftablifhment of this 


body probably began with the ten thoufand men fent for 


Cyrus out Of Perfia to be his guard 



They were diftinguilbed 


and 


from all the other troops by the richnefs of their armour, 
flill more by their lingular courage. u Quintus Curtius men 
tions alfo this body of men, and another body belides 


9 con*. 


lifting of fifteen thoufand, defigned in like manner to be 

guard to the king’s perfon: The latter were called Doryph 
or the Lancers. 


* 


II. 5 Their ARMOUR . 

The ordinary arms of the Perfians were a fabre 


ec 


acinaces 


jy 


i 


it is called in Latin 


y 


kind of dagg 


fcimitar, 
which 


9 


hung in their belt on the right fide; a javelin 


3 


half-pike. 


having a lharp pointed iron at the end. 

It fee ms that they carried two javelins, or lances, one to 

fling, and the other to fight with. They made great ufe of 

the bow, and of the quiver in which they carried their arrows 

The fling was not unknown amongft themj but they did not 
fet much value upon it. 


9 


It appears from feveral paflages in ancient authors, that the 
Perfians wore no helmets, but only their common caps, which 
they called Tiaras 5 this is particularly faid of Cyrus the young¬ 
er, w and of his army. And yet the fame authors, in other 
places, make mention of their helmets ; from whence we muft 

conclude, that their cuftom had changed according to the 
times. 

The foot for the m6ft part wore cuirafles made of brafs, 
which were fo artificially fitted to their bodies, that they were 


mpediment to the motion and 


more than the vambraces 


gility of their limbs 


9 


no 


9 


covered the arms 


9 


thigh 


other pieces of armour, which 


9 


and legs of the horfemen 


Their 


horfes themfelves for the mo ft part had their faces, breafts and 


u Herod, 1. iii. c, 3. 


w De exped. Cyr. 1, i. p. 





r.£* J 

I 
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Ifianks covered with brafs 


*1 * '* J * _ ■ 

Cataphra&i, barbed horfes 


Thefe were what are called Eq 


- : # 

• r 

- '2% * t 

•• -T'' 1 




: Authors differ very much about the form and fafhion of 

■ • 

.their ihields. At firft they made ule of very {mall and light 
nes; made only of twigs of ofier, “ gerra.” But it appears from 


made only of twigs of ofier, ft 


jeveral paflag 

vV. 

* i 1 “ _ 


that they had alfo ihields of braise which were 




pf a great length. 

" We have already obferved 


armed foldiers 


that 


rved, that i 

the archers 


the firft ages the light 


fling 


9 


&c. compoied 


f 


■the bulk of the armies amongft the Perfians and Medes. Cy¬ 
rus/who had found by experience* that fuch troops were only 
fit for fldrmiihing, or fighting at a diftance, and who thought 
it moft advantageous to come dire&ly to clofe fight; he, I 


fit for fldrmiihing, or fighting at a diftance, and who thought 
it moft advantageous to come dire&ly to clofe fight; he, I 

fay, for thefe reafons, made a change in his army, and reduced 
thofe light-armed troops to a very few, arming the far greater 
number at all points, like the reft of the army. 


III. Chariots armed with Scythes. 

Cyrus introduced a confiderable change likewife with 


re 


fpefl: to the chariots of 
.while before his time, 
Tacred writings. The 


war 


Thefe had been 


v > l* 


ufe 


a 


long 


as appears both from Homer and the 


rhefe chariots had 


nly two wheels 


and 


were generally drawn by four horfes a^breaft, with two men in 
each; one of diftinguiihed birth and valour, who fought, and the 


.other only for driving the chariot 
thod, which was very expensive, w 


ot. Cyrus thought this me 
was but of little fervice; fince 




for the equipping of three hundred chariots, were required 
twelve hundred horfes and fix hundred men^ of which there 
were but three hundred who really fought, the other three 
hundred, though all men of merit and diftindlion, and capable 
of doing great fervice, if otherwife employed, ferving only as 
charioteers or drivers. To remedy this inrnnvpnipnrp oT_ 


were 


if otherwife employed, ferving only 
To remedy this inconvenience, he al 


tered the form of the chariots, a 
%hting men that rode in them 
.condition to fiuht. as well as th 


nd doubled the number of the 
by putting the drivers into a 


ndition to fight, as well as the others. 
He caufed the wheels of the chariots 


be made ftronger 


f Xcn. Cyr. 1 . vi. p. 15 2 . 
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and their axle 


head 



that they fhould not be fo eafily broken; 
to be made longer, to make them the more firm and 

At each end of the axle-tree he caufed fcythes to be fattened 
that were three feet long, and placed horizontally; and caufed 
other fcythes to be fixed under the fame axle-tree with their 
edges turned to the ground, that they might cut in pieces men 


horfes 




whatever the impetuous violence of the cha 


9 


fhould overturn 


It appears from feveral paifages in authors 


that "in after-times, befides all this 


3 


they added 


iong 


) 


fpikes at the end of the pole, in order to pierce whatever came 
in the way; and that they armed the hinder part of the cha¬ 
riot with feveral rows of fharp knives to hinder any one from 
mounting behind. 

Thefe chariots were in ufe for many ages in all the eaftern 


countries 


They were looked upon as the principal flrength 
, as i1 - 


of the armies. * as the moft certain caufes of the victory, and 
as an apparatus the moft capable of all others to flrike the ene- 

with conflernation and terror. 

But in proportion as the military art improved, the people 


fide 


found the inconveniencies of them, and at length laid them a- 

For to reap any advantage from them, it was necelfarj 

here the foil was very even, and 

nor vineyards. 


to fight in vafl large plains, v 
where there were no rivulets, gutters, woods 


3 


In after-times feveral methods were invented to render thefe 

chariots abfolutely ufelefs. z It was enough to cut a ditch in 

* 

their way, which immediately flopped their courfe. 


Some¬ 


times ah able and experienced general, as Eumenes in the 
battle which Scipio fought with Antiochus, would attack 
the chariots with a detachment of flingers, archers and Ipear- 
men, who fpreading themfelves on all iides 


3 


would 


t 


our 


fuch 


florin of flones 


3 


arrows, and lances, upon them, and at the 

that 


fame time fall a fhouting fo loud with the whole army, 
they terrified the horfes of the chariots, and occafioned fuch 
a disorder and confufion among them, as often made them 
turn about and run foul upon their own forces. a At other 
times they would render the chariots ineffectual and inactive, 


a Plut. in Syl- p. 4^3 


y Liv. 1. xxxvii, n. 41, 


2 Ibid. 
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Hlfty marching 


over 


the fp 


» 


which feparated the two 


fH^ieS, with an extraordinary fwiftnefs 


■ .V - * 


and advancing fud 




*•? 

.•-I. 


'.XJi 




- 
-5 :>• 


upon the enemy 


For the ftrength and execution of 


* 3 L* 




j - »> r* • • 
. J I „•« .*■. 

. *• /' v ' 


chariots proceeded from the length of their courfe, which 


-* J 


‘V • 


-^.Vs-r 

<;•?L> ' 1 


what gave that impetuofity and 


pidity to their motion 




tfitkbut which they were but very feeble and infignificant 


It 


:W ; 

% -s?:kr 
MAr* ' 


I^s^after this manner 


that the Romans under Syll 


at the 


^\'KS 


battle of Chaeronea 


defeated and put to flight the enemy* 


; m- 

dlariots by railing loud peals of laughter, as if they had been 

: 

Ipthe games of the Circus, and by crying put, that they fhould 


; ( 


more. 




•r*/r .. ’ 

'/% - ‘ 

r 

t 

•f’ ' 

* 

A. '• 


IV 


Discipline In Peace as well as Wap 


J r Nothing can be imagined more perfect, than the difcipline 

and good order of the troops in Cyrus’ reign, whether in peace 

• % 

fdr/Var. 

•^The methods ufed by that great prince, as is fully related in 


i- 


Xenophon’s Cyropaedia, in order to form his troops by fre 


4 % 


jtyuent exercifes, to inure them to fatigue by keeping them con- 

.4 

iinually breathing and employed in laborious works, to prepare 
( * 
them for real battles by mock engagements, to fire them with 

Courage and refolution by exhortations, praifes, and rewards \ 

v 

111 this. I fay. is a perfect model for all who have the com- 


is a perfect model for all who have the com 


ihand of troops, to which, generally fpeaking, peace and 


. f 


become extremely pernicious; for a relaxation of dif- 


cipline, which ufualiy enfues 


enervates the vigour of the fol 


diers; and their inadlion blunts that edge of courage, which 
the motion of armies, and the approach of enemies, infinitely 
Jharpen and excite. * A wife prefcience of the future ought 




• # r 

* ^ 

make us prepare in time of peace whatever will be needful 
in time of war. 

^Whenever the Perfian armies marched, every thing was or¬ 
dered and carried on with as much regularity and exaftnefs, as 
on a day of battle \ not a foldier or officer daring to quit his 
.rank, or remove from the colours.. It was the cuftom amongfi 


4 


--Metuenfque futuri. 

In pstcc, ut fapiens, aptarit idonea bello. 


Hor. Sat. ii. I. 2. 



* 



By what has been faid of their difcipline in time of peace 
and of their manner of marching and encamping their armies* 
we may judge of their exaftnefs on a day of battle. Nothing 
can be more wonderful than the accounts we have of it in fe- 
veral parts of the Cyropaedia. No Angle family can be better 
regulated, or pay a more fpeedy and exatt obedience to the 
firft fignal, than the whole army of Cyrus. He had long ac- 
cuhomed them to that prompt obedience, on which the fuccefs 
of all enterprifes depends. For what avails the bell head in 
the world, if the arms do not act conformably, and follow its 
directions ? At firft he had ufed fome feverfty, which is necef- 
fary in the beginning, in order to eftablilh a good difcipline; 
but this feventy was always accompanied with reafon, and 
tempered with kindnefs. The example of their * leader, who 

was the firft upon all duty, gave weight and authority to his 
difcourfe, and foftened the rigour of his commands. The un- 


alterable rule he 
but to merit only 


fure means of keeping all th 


tid down to him felf, of granting nothing 
and of rcfufing every thing to favour, was 


officers attached to their duty 


and of making them perpetually vigilant and careful, f For 

nothing more difcouraging to perfons of that profef- 
n to thofe who love their prince and their country, 
he the rewards, to which the dangers they have under- 


ther 


iion 


> 


to thofe who love their p 


than to fee the rewards 


gone,' and the blood they h 


fpilt 


entitle them, conferred 


5 Diod. 1. i. p. 24, 25. 

Dux, cultu Ievi, capite intedto, in agirune, in laboribus frequens adeffc: lau* 
dem ftrenuis, folatium invalidis, exemplum omnibus oftendere. Tacit. Annal. 

1. xiii. c. 35. 

f Cecediffe in irritum labores, fi praemia periculorum foli aflecjuaiJtur, qui 
periculis non affucruiu. Tacit, Ilia. 1. iii, c . j 3 . 
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others 
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> 
■> 


Cyrus had the art of infpiring his common fol 
with a zeal for difcipline and order, by firff infpi 
them with a love for their country, for their honour, and 


k • ► \ % 


jpeir follow-citizens; and above all, by endearing himfelf to 





in, by his bounty and liberality. Thefe are the true me 
thods of eftablifhing and fupporting military difcipline 


in its 



force and vigour 


*1 


. ' 

/ 

- 4 

f ■- V . Order of Battle. 

As there were but very few fortified places in Cyrus’ time, 
all their wars were little elfe but field expeditions; for which 
rea/bn that wife prince found out, by his own refledtion and 


^ « 

ixperience, that nothing contributed more to victory, than a 
numerous and good cavalry; and that the gaining of one Angle 
pitched battle was often attended with the conqueft of a whole 
kingdom. Accordingly we fee, that having found the Perfian 
3rmy entirely deftitute of that important and necellary luccour 
lie turned all his thoughts towards remedying that defedt; and 


9 



fucceeded 


, by his great application and activity, as to 
form a body of Perfian cavalry, which became fuperior to that 



enemies 


5 


goodnefs at leaf!:, if not in number 


There 


feveral breeds of horfes 


latter 


Perfia and Media; but in the 


province, thofe of a place called Nifea, were the moft 



cfteemed; and it was from thence the king’s liable was furnifh- 

* We fhall now examine what ufe they made of their caval¬ 
ry and infantry. 

The celebrated battle of Thymbraea may ferve to give us a 
juft notion of the tallies of the ancients in the days of Cyrus, 
Hid to fhow how far their ability extended either in the ufe of 


arms 


j 


the difpoiition of armies 


They knew, that the mqfl advantageous order of battle was 
to place the infantry in the center, and the cavalry, which con- 

chiefly of the curaffiers, on the two %vings of the army, 
% this difpofition the flanks of the foot were covered, and the 
tarfe were at liberty to a£t and extend themfelves 

&ould 


occafion 


require 
^?/time II. 


T 


1 


c £ier 1 . vii, c, 40, Strab. 1 , xi. p. 530, 
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They likewife underftood the neceffity of drawing 

!_ a _ C _ i # • O 


Booh IVx 


army into feveral lines 
caufe otherwife 

p 

and broken 




m order to fupport one another 


Out 


one fingle line might eafily be pierced through 

fo would not be able to rally, and confequenl 


the army would be left without refource 


For which reafon, 


they formed the firft: line of foot heavily armed 
deep, who, on the firft: onfet, made ufe of the half-pike $ and 


twelve men 


afterwards 


> 


to 


3 


or 


when the fronts of the two armies came clofe 
gether, engaged the enemy body to body with their fword< 

• m ' * # *» VI U», 

icimitars. 

The fecond line confifted of fuch men as were lightly armed 
Whofe manner of fighting was to fling their javelins over the 
heads of the firft. Thefe javelins were made of a heavy wood 
were pointed with iron, and were flung with great violence! 
The defign of them was to put the enemy into diforder, before 


they came to clofe 



ght 


The third line confifted of archers, whofe bows being bent 


with the utmoft force 


9 


the two preceding lines. 


carried their arrows over the heads of 


and extremely annoyed the enemy 


who flung 


Thefe archers were fometimes mixed with flinge 

great hones with a terrible force \ but, in after-time, the Rho 
dians, i 


j j —- XVJLXU* 

nftead of ftones, made ufe of leaden bullets, which the 
flings carried a great deal farther. 

A fourth line, formed of men in the fame manner as thofe 
of the firft, formed the rear of the main body 
intended for the fupport of the others 


This line was 


y 


and to keep them to 

their duty, in cafe they gave way. It ferved likewife for a 

rear-guard, and a body of referve to repulfe the enemy, if they 
Chould happen to penetrate fo far. 

They had befides moving towers, carried upon huge wag¬ 
gons, drawn byhxteen oxen each, in which were twenty men, 

, Thefe 


whofe bufmefs was to difcharge ftones and javelins 


placed 


referve 


, and ferved 
driven by the enemy 
diforder. 


the rear of the whole army behind the body of 

to fupport their troops, when they were 
? and to favour their rallying when in 


Before Cyrus’ time it was of twenty-four men- 
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*They made great ufe, too, of their chariots armed with fcyth 



9 


m 


|we have already obferved. Thefe they generally placed 
front of the battle, and fome of them at certain times upon 






hanks of the army, or when they had any reafon to feat* 
being furrounded. 

far, and not much farther, did the ancients carry their 
j|()Wledge in the military art with refpedt to their battles and 

But we do not find they had any fkill in chu- 
antageous polls, in feafonably poflelfing themfelves of a 
frrourable country; of bringing the war into a clofe one ; of 
making ufe of defiles and narrow pafles, either to moleft the 



•/ 


*>- 


9 


ijemy in their march, or to cover themfelves from their attacks 
flaying artful ambufcades ; of protracting a campaign to a 

length by wile delays £ of not iuifering a fupenor enemy 
force them to a deciflve aCtion, and of reducing him to the 
eceflity of preying upon himfelf through the want of forag 



t' 






M provifions : Neither do we fee, that they had much regard 
to the defending of their right and left with rivers. 





rivers, marfhes, or 
and by that means to make the front of a fmaller 


Spiy equal to that of another much more numerous 


9 


and to 



out of the enemy’s power to furround or flank them 


Yet 


m 


Cy 


firft campaign againft the Armenians 


afterwards againft the Babyl 


9 


i and 

there feem to have been. 


fome beginnings, and a kind of eflays of this art 
were not 


* A 


; but they 

improved, or carried to any degree of perfection in 
thofe days. Time, reflection, and experience, made the great 
commanders in after-ages acquainted with thefe precautions 

and we have already fhown, in the wars 


2nd fubtleties of war 
of the Carthag 


5 


what ufe Hannibal, Fabius 


i 



generals of both nations made of them 


Scip 


9 


and 


t 

• VI. Their MANNER 

Strong Places . 
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I. Their Wa Y of ATTACKING PLACES. 


The firft method of 


ttacking a place was by blockade 


They inverted the town with a wall built quite round 


which, at proper diftances 


) 


and 


in 


y 


were made redoubts and places of 


arms 


5 and between the wall and the town they dug 
tl*ench, which they ftrongly fenced with pallifadoes, t 
the befieged from going out, as well as to prevent fuc 


a 


deep 
hinder 


In this manner they waited 


provifions from being'brought in. 
till famine did what they could not effeCl by force or a 
hence proceeded the length of the lieges related by the 


From 


that of * Troy, which lafted ten years 


that of Azoth by 


Pfammeticus, which lafted twenty; that of Nineveh, where 
we find Sardanapalus defended himfelf for the fpace of feven. 
And Cyrus might have lain a long time before Babylon, where 


they had laid in a ftock of provifions for twenty years, if he 
had not ufed a different method for taking it. 

As they found blockades extremely tedious from their dura- 
tion, they invented the method of fcaling, which was done by 
railing a great number of ladders, againft the walls, 

whereof a great many files of foldiers might climb up together 
and force their way in. 



means 


To render this method of fcaling: 

O 


impracticable, or at 


lead 


ineffectual, they made the walls of their city extremely high, 

and the towers wherewith they were flanked, ftill confiderably 

* 

higher, that the ladders of the befiegers might not be able to 
reach the top of them. This obliged them to find out fome 
other way of getting to the top of the ramparts ; and this was 


alls 


> 


building moving towers of wood ftill higher than the v 
and by approaching them with thefe wooden towers. On the 
top of thefe towers,' which formed a kind of platform, was 
placed a competent number of foldiers, who, with darts and 


arrows 


n o 
awj 


> and the affiftance of their baliftae and catapult 
fcoured the ramparts, and cleared them of the defenders 


t 

and then from a lower ftage of the tower, they let down 


kind 


i 


* Homer makes no mention of the ram, or ary warlike engine. 
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admittance 
third method 


which refled upon the wall, and gave the fol 


» which extremely Shortened the length of 
ihcir lieges, was that of the battering-ram, by which they made 

breaches in the walls. 


and opened themfelves a paflag 


into 





the places belieged. This battering-ram was a vaft thick beam 

^ * 

with a ftrong head of iron or brafs at the end of it; 

againft the walls, 
fhall give a more 



was pufhed with the utmoft force 


There were feveral kinds of them s 

# 

and particular account of thefe 


but 





, as well as of other war 

engines, in another place. 

They had ftill a fourth method of attacking places, which 
rtas, that of fapping and undermining; and this was done two 


different 


that 


either to carry on a fubterranean path 
;quite under the walls, into the heart of the city, and fo open 

after they 


themfelves 


pafiage and entrance into 


elfe 


lad Tapped the foundation of the wall, and put fupporters under 

ace with all forts of combuftible matter, and 


it, to fill the 



&en to fet that matter on fire, in order to burn down the fup- 
parters, calcine the materials of the wall, and throw down part 

ofit. 


t. 


2 . Their MANNER of DEFENDING PLACES» 

With refpedl to the fortifying and defending of towns the 
‘ancients made ufe of all the fundamental principles and eflential 
rules now pradtifed in the art of fortification. They had the 

r the 


method of overflowing the country round about, to hind 


emy’s approaching the 


they made their ditches deep 


*il<i of a fteep afcent, and fenced them round with pallifadoes 

to make the enemy’s afcent — —■*- ^ i,nr ' 




$ 




defcent the more difficult ; they 


made tlleir ramparts very thick, and fenced them with ftone, 

0r brick-work, 
demolifh them : 


be able 


equally impracticable 


that the battering-ram fhould 
and very high, that the fcaling of them fhould 



9 


they had their projecting tower 


m whence our modern baftions derived their origin, for the 

the ingenious invention of different 


fenki 


ng of the 


Machines for the fhooting of 




throwing of darts and 

Tiij 
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lances, and burling of great ftones with vaft force and violence 

their parapets and battlements in the walls for the foldiers fe! 
curity, and their covered galleries, which went quite round the 
walls, and ferved as Subterraneous paffages; their intrench 
ments behind the breaches, and necks of the towers; they 
made their failles too. in order to deftroy the works of the 

and to fet their engines on fire ; as alfo their coun- 

2nd, laftly, they 


befieg 




termines to defeat the mines of the enemy 


built citadels 


» as places of retreat in cafe of extremity, to ferve 
as the laft refource to a garrifon upon the point of being forced 

and to make the taking of the town of no effeft, or at leak to 
obtain a more advantageous capitulation. All thefe methods 
of defending places againft thofe that befieged them, were 
known in the art of fortification, as it was pradtifed among the 
ancients; and they are the very fame as are now in ufe among 

the moderns, allowing for fuch alteration as the difference of 

* 

arms has occahoned. 

I thought it neceiiary to enter into this detail, in order to 


give the reader an idea of the ancient manner of defending f< 

remove a prejudice which prevails 


tilled towns; 

mong many of the moderns, who imagine, that, becaufe new 
names are now given to the fame things, the things themfelves 
are therefore different in nature and principle. Since the in¬ 
vention of gunpowder, cannon indeed have been fubftituted 
in the fame place of the battering-ram; and mulket-lhot in the 


room of baliffae, catapultae, fcorp 


9 


javelins, fling 


9 


and ar¬ 


rows 


But does it therefore follow, that any of the fundamen¬ 
tal rules of fortification are changed? By no means. The an¬ 
cients made as much of the folidity of bodies, and the me¬ 
chanic powers of motion, as art and ingenuity would admit. 


VII. The Condition of the Persian Forces after 

Cyrus 7 Time . 

♦ 

I have already obferved, more than once, that we mull not 

judge of the merit and courage of the Perfian troops at all 
times. 


by what we lee of them in Cyrus’ reign. I Ihall con 


elude this article of war with a judicious relledlion mad 
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Bofluet, billiop of Meaux 




that ftibjdft. He ob 




*1* 


after the death of that prince, the Perfians 
fierilly fpeaking, were ignorant of the great advantages 


> ge- 

that 


m. 

4 

• i «-«. .* 

V - 



from fe verity, order, or difcipl 


9 


from the drawing 






■*ri 

% 


* 






army 


the 




v < 


order in marching and encamping 


9 


and 


% 



•zr-k 


4 »*• 4 ^V ' 


-TV V 





C « 


* 4 * - 







happinefs of conduct which moves thofe great bodies with* 
diforder or confufion# Full of a vain oftentation of their 
and greatnefs ; and relying more upon ftrength than 


ilk'X 



upon 



number rather than the choice of their 


P..A 


► s 


'••^4 * 


t * 





they thought they had done all that was neceffary 
they had drawn together immenfe numbers of people 


fought indeed with refolution enough, but without order, 
who found themfelves incumbered with the vaft multitudes 




bm *4 


» w 



ufelefs perf< 


9 


m 


peers. 

y *: 


For to fuch 


v P s. 


1 : 


the retinue of the king and his chief of* 
m height was their luxury grown, thatf 




they would needs have the fame magnific 

* • 

firne pleafures and delights in the armv, as 


9 


and enjoy the 


the king 


9 


§ 


lb that in their wars the kings marched accompanied with their 


i 




* • - 

■wives 


9 


•i 


d 4 . 




their concubines, and all their eunuchs. Their filver 
and gold plate, and all their rich furniture, were carried after 
-them in prodigious quantities; and, in fhort, all the equipage 

and utenfils fo voluptuous a life requires. An army compofed 

* 

in this manner, and already clogged with the exceflive number 
of troops, had the additional load of vaft multitudes of fuch 


. * 


as did not fight. In this confufion 


*. 





, the troops could not a<ft in 
concert: Their orders never reached them in time; and in 

every thing went on at random, as it were, without the 
ity of any commander’s preventing diforder. Add to 

an expedition 

%ickly, and of pailing into an enemy’s country with great ra- 






> 


the neceflity they were under of fmifhing 


fidity 

of the 









becaufe fuch a vaft body of people, greedy not on 
eceffaries of life, but of fuch things alfo as were requi- 

that could be met 


£te for luxury and pleafure, confumed all 


With in a very fhort time 


9 


indeed is it eafy to comprehend 


from whence they could procure fubfiftence. 

But with all this vaft train, the Perfians aftonifhed thofe na 
Mons that were as unexpert in military affairs as themfelves 

T iiij 
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and many of thole that were better verfed therein 

overcome by them, being either weakened or diftrefled by their 
own divifions, or overpowered by their enemy’s numbers. And 
by this means Egypt, as proud as lhe was of her antiquity, her 
wife inftitutions, and the conquefts of her Sefoftris beca: 


He 


corn^ 


fubjedl to the Perlians. Nor was it difficult for t0 
quer the Idler Alia, and fuch Greek colonies as the luxury of 
Alia had corrupted. But when they came to engage with Greece 

itfelf, they found what they had never met with before, regu¬ 
lar and well-difciplined troops, Ikilful and experienced 
manders, foldiers accuftomed to temperance, whofe bodies were 
inured to toil and labour, and rendered both robuft and a£tive, 
by wreftling and other exercifes pra&ifed in that c ountry. The 
Grecian armies indeed were but fmall j but they were like 
your ftrong, vigorous bodies, that feem to be all nerves and Ik 
news, and full of fpirits in every part: At the lime time they 
were fo well commanded, and fo prompt in obeying the orders 
of their generals, that one would have thought all the foldiers 

had been afluated by one Ibul; fo perfect an harmony was 
there in all their motions. 


ARTICLE Ilf. 

► 

Arts and Sciences. 

I do not pretend to give an account of the eaftern poetry* 
which we know little more than what we find in the books of 

Thofe precious fragments are fufiicient 



the Old Teftament 


to let 


know the origin of poefy 


9 


its 


defig 


the ufe 


that was made of it by thofe infpired writers* namely* to cele¬ 
brate the perfections* and fing the wonderful works of God* as 


accom 


alfo the dignity and fublimity of ftyle which ought 

pany it* and be adapted to the majefiy of the fiibje&s it treats. 

The difcourfes of Job’s friends, who lived in the eaft* as he 
himfelf did. 


and who were diftinguifhed 


among the Gentiles 


as much by their learning as their birth* may likewife give 
ibme notion of the eafiern eloquence in thofe early ages. 
What the Egyptian priefts faid of the Greeks in general 




„'•* .‘"i 
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|sd of the Athenians in particular, according to d Plato, that 

"jl v' 

iwere but children in antiquity, is vefy true with relpeft 






to arts and fciences, of which they have falfely afcribed the 
jp^ention to chimerical perfons, much pofterior to the deluge. 
gChe holy fcripture informs us, that before that epocha, God 
Jiad difcovered to mankind the art of tilling and cultivating the 

> of feeding their flocks and cattle, when their habita- 


i * 



’ i 




lion was in tents ; of fpining wool and flax, and weaving 


to fluffs and linen 

. V. «* * 


; of forging and polifhing iron and braff* 
pd putting them to numberlefs ufes that are neceffary and 
convenient for life and fociety. 

We learn from the fame fcriptures, that, very foon after the 


A. 





e, human indufiry had made feveral difcoveries, very 



of admiration 


as 


, i. The art of fpinning gold thread, and 
pf interweaving it with fluffs. 2 That of beating gold, and with 


light thin leaves of it to gild wood and other materials 


lecret of cafting metals 


3. The 


y 


brafs, filver 


> 


gold; and of ma 


king all forts of figures with them in imitation of nature; of 
prefenting any kind of different objefls ; and of making an 


ornament 


finite variety of veffels of thofe metals, for ufe and 
. The art of painting, or carving upon wood, ftone, or mar 


ble: 

fluffs 


And 



5 


. to name no more, that of dying their filks and 
and giving them the mofl exquiflte and beautiful colours. 


As it was in Alia that men firft fettled after the delude, it 
• ^ ; 

is eafy to conceive that Alia mufi have been the nurfe, as it 

x s 

\ 

Were, of arts and fciences, of which the remembrance had been 

* 

preferved by tradition; and which were afterwards revived a- 

gain, and reftored by means of men’s wants and neceflities 5 

which put them upon all the methods of induftry and applica¬ 
tion. 


SECTION I. 

Ar C IIITE C TUR Eo 

The building of the tower of Babel, and 

$mous cities Babylon and Nineveh, which have been looked 

• * 



* In Timaeo, p. 7,%* 


c Ccu, c. vi. 
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upon as prodigies; the grandeur and magnificence of royal and 
other palaces, divided into fundry halls and apartments 
adorned with every thing that either decency or 


and 


convenience 


could require ; the regularity and fymmetry pf the piU ar s 

and vaulted roofs, raifed and multiplied one upon another; tht 
noble gates of their cities; the breadth and thicknefs of their 


ramparts; the height and ftrength of their towers; their large 
commodious keys on the banks of their great rivers; and their 
curious bold bridges built over them : All thefe things, I fa^ 
with many other works of the like nature, fliow to what a pitch 
of perfection architecture was carried in thofe ancient times. 

this art arofe to 


Yet 



cannot fay, whether in thofe 



that degree of perfection which it afterwards attained in Greece 
and Italy ^ or thofe vaft ftruCtures in Alia and Egypt, fo much 

boafled of by the ancients, were as remarkable for their beau- 

% 

ty and regularity, as they were for their magnitude and fpaci- 
oufnefs. We hear of five orders in architecture, the Tufcan, 
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Compolite : But we never hear 

of an Afiatic or Egyptian order, which gives us real'on to doubt 
whether the fymmetry, meafures, and proportions of pillar 


J 


* 

pilafters, and other ornaments in architecture 
obferved in thole ancient ftruChires 


9 


were 


ctly 


SECTION ir. 


Music, 

It is no wonder, if, in a country like Alia, addicted to volup¬ 
tuous and luxurious living, muhe, which is in a manner the 
foul of fuch enjoyments, was in high elteem, and cultivated 
with great application. The very names of the principal notes 
of ancient mulic, which the modern has Hill preferved, name- 



9 


the Doric, Phrygian, Lydian, Ionian, and ^olian, fulfi 


ciently indicate the place where it had 

where it was improved and brought to perfeCi 
from holy feripture. 


ongin; 


af leaf! 




on. f We learn 
that in Laban’s time inftrumental mulic 


was much in ufe in the country where he dwelt, that is in Me 


%? 


f Gen. xxxi. 




;«T-' 


ITAI 



WKt 


J|f v 



. w. 
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VI 

^ v **• 

■i-rn 
fm 

fc£'S*ft 
:$v» l 

ifg?! 

"yfu, 

'rC<A 


*.*-V 

vryV 


|opofcamia; fince, among the other reproaches he makes to his 

9 ♦. 

|bn*in-law Jacob, he" complains, that, by his precipitate flight. 


jfbe'had put it out of his power to conduct him and his family 


► • ► - 0 

Iff with mirth and with longs, with tabret and with harps 
tjjbnongft the booty that Cyrus ordered to be fet apart for his 
uncle Cyaxares, mention is made of two famous female mull- 


f%< v'i 

•v:k-Y 


■v i. 


ffiians;** very Ikilful in their profefiion, who accompanied a la 


♦ I 

« 


ilyrof Sufa, and were taken prifoners with her. 

^4 + 

A * 

jk To determine what degree of perfection mufic was carried 

f 

■to by the ancients, is a queftion which very much puzzles the 
learned. It*is the harder to be decided, becaufe, to determine 




'4 



$ 


upon it, it feems neceflary we fhould have feveral pieces 
jbf mufic compofed by the ancients, with their notes, that we 
Jttiight examine it both with our eyes and our ears. 


But 


9 


un 


kappily, it is not with mufic in this refpeCt, as with ancient 
Sculpture and poetry, of which we have fo many noble monu¬ 
ments remaining; whilft, on the contrary, we have not any one 
fiece of their compofition in the other fcience, by which we 


tan form a certain judgment of it, and determine whether the 
•tfiufic of the ancients was as perfect as ours. 

is generally allowed, that the ancients were acquainted 



^ith the triple fymphony, that is, the harmony of voices, that 
of inftruments, and that of voices and inftruments in concert. 

It is alfo agreed, that they excelled in what relates to the 
rhythmus. What is meant by rhythmus, is the afiemblage or 
•union of various times in mufic, which are joined together 
with a certain order, and in certain proportions. To under¬ 
hand this definition, it is to be obferved, that the mufic we 


7 


are here fpeaking of, was always fet and fung to the words of 

, in which every fyllable was diftinguiftied into 


certain yerfes, 

* 

long and fhort; that the flxort fyllable was pronounced as quick 


again as the long; 


that therefore the former was reckon¬ 


ed to make up but one time, whilft the latter made up two; 
and confequentiy the found which anfvvered to this, was to 

continue twice as long as the found which anfwe^ 


ed 


the o 


**> 


S Cyrop. I. iv. p. 13. 

* Mvcrvgi'Vf ovo tu$ v.gp.Tirct;, 
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ther 


9 


or 




times 


which is the fame thing 




meafures 


* it was to confift of 




wfailft the other comprehended 


two 


but 


i 


that the v^rfes which were fung, confifted of a certain 
ber of feet formed by the different combination of thefe ToZ 
and fhort fyllables; and that the rhythmus of the fong regularly 


followed the march of thefe feet 


As thefe feet, of what 


elevation 


lure or extent foever, were always divided into two equal 
equal parts, of which the former was called 

railing; and the latter 3 ^, deprefilon or falling: So the rhyth¬ 
mus of the fong, which anfweied to every one of thofe feet 

_ !«««<■• VClj 


divided into two parts equally 


now call a Beat, and 


unequally by what 


reft or intermiflion 


The fcrupulous 


regard the ancients had to the quantity of their fyllables i« 
their vocal mufic, made their rhythmus much more perfect and 

regular than ours : For our poetry is not formed upon the piea- 

fure of long and fhort fyllables; but neverthelefs a lkilful mu. 


fician amongft 


9 


the founds 


may, in fome fort exprefs, by the length of 


9 


the quantity of every lyllable. This account of 


the rhythmus of the ancients 



have 


opied from one of the 


diflertations of Monfieur Burette; which I have done out of 


gard for young ftudents 


9 


to whom this little explanation may 


be of great ufe for the underftanding of feveral paffag 


cient authors 


I now return to my fubjeft 


The principal point in difpute among the learned 




concern 


zng the mufic of the ancients 


9 


IS 


9 


derftood mufic in feveral parts, that 


to know whether they un 


9 


mpofition conlift 


ing of feveral parts, and in which all thofe different parts form 
each by itfelf a complete piece, and at the fame time have an 

harmonious connexion, as it is in our counter-point or concert, 

whether fimple or compounded 

_ / 

If the reader be curious to know more concerning this mat 
ter, and whatever elfe relates to the mufic of the 



refer him to the learned diftertations of the above-mentioned 

Mr. Burette, inlerted in the 3d, 4th, and jth volumes of the 
Memoirs of the Royal Academy des Belles Bettres; which £how 
the profound erudition and exquifite tafte of that writer. 


I 
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SECTION m. 


r.f • 


4.- 


'} ■ — 


* 

* 

W 


Physic. 



I*. 


likewife difcover in thofe early times the origin of phy 
fic, the beginnings of which, as of all other arts and fciences 

were very rude and imperfeCt. h Herodotus, and after him 

% 

Strabo, obferve, that it was a general cuftom among the Ba¬ 
bylonians to expofe their lick perfons to the view of paflengers 
in order to learn of them, whether they had been 




* 



with the like diftemper, and by what remedies they had been 
cured. From hence feveral people have pretended that phy- 
fic is nothing elfe but a conjedlural and experimental fcience 
entirely refulting from obfervations made upon the nature of 


i 


different difeafes, and upon fuch things as are conducive o 
prejudicial to health. It muft be confeffed, that experienc 
will go a great way; but that alone is not fufEcient. The fa¬ 
mous Hippocrates made great ufe of it in his pra&ice; but he 


did not entirely rely upon it. 1 The cuftom was in thofe days, 
for all perfons that had been fick, and were cured, to put up a 
pi&ure of ^Efculapius, wherein they gave an account of the 
remedies that had reftored them to their health. That cele¬ 
brated phyftcian caufed all tliefe infcriptions and memorials to 
be copied out, which were of great advantage to him. 

Phyfic was, even in the time of the Trojan war, in -great 
ufe and efteem. ^Efculapius, who flourifhed at that time, is 
reckoned the inventor of that art, and had even then brought 
it to a great perfection by his profound knowledge in botany 
by his great fkill in medicinal preparations and chirurgical op 
rations : For in thofe days thefe feveral branches were not ft 
parated from one 


k 




r> 


another, but were all included together 


der the denomination of phyfi 


1 


The two fons of -difculapius, Podal 


and Machaon 


^ho command 


a certain number of troops 


at the liege ot 


Troy, were both excellent phyftcians and brave officers 


id 


h Her. 1 . i. 


z 97 


i Plin, 1. xxix. e. I. 
Diod. 1. v. p. 34r. 


Strab. I. xvi. p. 746. 

Strab. 1, via. p. 374. 


1 Horn. Iliad» 1. ver. S&I 


% 47 . 
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T 

rendered as much fervice to the Grecian army by their ftin 
ln their Ptyfical, as they did by their courage and conduft i n 


in their phyfical, as they did. by the 
their military capacity. m Nor did 

Alexander the Great in after-times, 
this fcience improper for a general 


m Nor did Achilles himfelf, 


9 or even 


er tne oreat m arter-times, think the knowledge of 

this fcience improper for a general, or beneath his dignity. 
On the contrary, he learned it himfelf of Chiron, the centaur* 
and afterwards inftructed his governor and friend Patroclus in 
it, who did not difdain to exercife the art, in healing the wound 
of Eurypilus. This wound he healed by the application of a 


y 


of Eurypil 
certain roc 


ped the bleeding. Bo 
treats of herbs and plant 

the onlv branrh rvf 


which immediately alTuaged the pain, and ftop 


Botany, or that 


part of phyfi 


which 


very much known, and almoft 


nly branch of the fcience ufed in thofe early 


Virgil fpeaking of 


times 


celebrated phyfi 


who was inftru&ed 


his art by Apollo himfelf, feems to confine that profeffion 
the knowledge of fimples. <c Scire poteftates herbarnm n. 


«( 


iiimque medendi maluit 




thole innocent and lalutarv remedies 


mankind to make ufe of them 


“ Scire poteftates herbarum u- 
It was nature herfelf that offeree} 
remedies, and feemed to invite 
n. 0 Their gardens, fields and 


woods fupplied them gratis with an infinite plenty and variety. 
p As yet no ufe was made of minerals, treacles, and other com- 


pofition 


fince difeovered by clofer and 


more 


f earches into nature 


quifttive 


Pliny fay 


9 


that phyfi 


9 


brought by jEfculapius into great 


reputation about the time of the Trojan war, was foon after 
neglected and loft, and lay in a manner buried in darknefs 


the time of the Peioponneftaa 


Hippocrates 


hen it was revived by 


and reftored to its ancient honour and credit 


This may be true with 
find it always cultivated 


efpe^t to Greece ; 
and conftantly held 


but 


tion. 


in Perfia we 
great reputa- 


failed to take 
with him in 


I he great Cyrus, as is obferved by Xenoph 


never 


a 


the 


certain number of excellent pliyficians along 


army 


them with p 


rding them very lib 


ally, and 


a 


ticular regard 


He further remarks that 


™ Pint, in Alex, p. 66$. 

Plin. 1. xxvi. c. 1 . 

' -Lib, xxj’x. c- r j . 


n 


JEn. 1. xii. ver. 39 6. 


p Ibid. I. xxiv. c. I. 


Cyrop. I, i, n, 30 
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< ‘a *k 


Cyrus only followed a cuftom, that had been anciently 

3 s and that the younger Cy 


cftablilhed among their generals 
irus a&ed in the fame manner 


k.. f 


9 j 

'V 


1 I 

v > »■*- 


A •* 

|^ It mu ft neverthelefs be acknowledged, that 

gates, who carried this fcience to its higheft perfection 


it was Hipp 





% 


V 

l.V 


Pi 




gh it be certain, that feveral improvements 
eyeries have been made in that art fince his 




: And 

w 

and new dif- 






! - - ■« 



looked upon by the ableft nhyficians 




time, yet he is 
the firft and chief 


.1 


matter of the faculty, and as the perfon whofe writings ought 

to be the chief ftudy of thofe that would diftinguilh themfelves 
in that profeflion. 


? Men thus qualified, 
§pft celebrated phyftcians 
the knowledge they have 


who 


befides their having ftudied the 

'S well ancient as modern, beftde# 

quired of the virtues of dimples, 
4 e principles of natural philofophy, and the conftitution and 


contexture of human bodies, have had a long pradiice and 

fgpence, and to that have added their own ferious relledtions 5 
(uch men as thefe. in a well-ordered firate, deferve to be highly 


je^arded and diftinguifhed 


y 


facred writings 


to 


(c c 


the Holy Spirit itfelf figni 
The Ik ill of the phylicians fhnlj 


lift up his head; and in the light of great men he lhall be 
admirationfince all their labours, lucubrations, and watch- 
are devoted to the people’s health, which of all human 



the deareft and moil 


CL 


luable 


what mankind are the leaft careful to prefer 


And yet this blef- 


Th 


P 



do not only deftroy it by riot and excefs, but through a blind 
credulity they foolithly intruft it with perfons of no Ikill or 
experience *, who impofe upon them by their impudence and 


prefumpt 


^fallible recovery 


or feduce them by their flattering a flin 


of 
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Astronomt. 


As much 


the Grecians defired to be efleemed the authors 
and inventors of all arts and fciences, they could never abfo- 

the honour of having laid the 


lutely deny the Babyl 

foundations of aflronomy*. The advantageous fituatio 
Babylon, which was built upon a wide, extended flat 


of 


country 


where no mountains bounded the profpe< 51 ; the conftant dear 

nefs and ferenity of the air in that country, fo favourable t« 
the free contemplation of the heavens 






perhaps alfo the 


traordinary height of the tower of Babel, which feemed to be 
intended for an obfervatory; all thefe circumftances were ftrong 
motives to engage this people to a more nice obfervation of 
the various motions of the heavenly bodies, and the ] 


courfe of the flars 


regular 

f The abbot Renaudot, in his diflertation 


upon the fphere, obferves, that the 



5 


which in fcript 


is called Shinar, and in which Babylon flood, is the fame that is 
called by the Arabians Sinjar, where the caliph Almamon, the 
feventh of the Habbaflides, in wliofe reign the fciences began to 
flourifh among the Arabians, caufed the aflronomical obferva- 

w 

tions to be made, which for feveral ages dire< 51 ed all the aftro- 
nomers of Europe; and that the fultan Gelaleddin Melikfchah, 
the third of the Seljukides, caufed a courfe of the like obfer- 
vations to be made near three hundred years afterwards in the 
fame place : From whence it appears, that this place was al¬ 
ways reckoned one of the properefl in the world for aflrono- 

mical obfervations. 

The ancient Babylonians could not have carried theirs to any 
great perfe£lion for want of the help of telefcopes, which are 
of modern invention, and have greatly contributed of late years 
to render our aflronomical inquiries more perfeft and exatt. 
Whatever they were, they have not come down to us. Epigenes, 


♦ 


A principio AfTyrii propter planitlem magnitudenemque regionum <JU3S in- 
bant, cum coelum ex omni parte patens et apertum intuerentur, traje&iones 


rnctufque flellarum obfervaverunt. 


lib. i. de 




f Memoirs of the Academy des Belles Lettres, Vol. I. Part ii. P 
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i f Ml* iv' 
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|great and credible author, according to Pliny “ {peaks of ob- 
fervations made for the {pace of feven hundred and twenty 
years, and imprinted upon fquares of brick; which, if it be true, 
muft reach back to a very early antiquity. w Thofe of which 


i. 


Califthenes 


philofopher in Alexander 


and of which he gave Ariftotle an account, include 


Thofe of which 
makes mention. 


1 9 ° 3 years* 

||d confequently mu ft commence very near the deluge, and 
tie time of Nimrod’s building the city of Babylon. 

| We are certainly under great obligations* which we ought 

jo* acknowledge* to the labours and curious inquiries of thofe 

#o have contributed to the difcovery or improvement of fo 

ufeful a fcience ; a fcience* not only of great fervice to agricul- 
ture 2nd nsvi?ition« bv tlip knowlprlftp it mtrpp ^ _i_ 








> . « 


A 




t■ 


a 




who 


k- . * 

• v r 


!: 






courfe of the itars 


by the knowledge it gives us of the regular 






and of the wonderful 


•*$ 


♦ • * 


proportion of day 


conftant, and uni 


io religion itfelf 
that fcience has 


months* feafons, and years* but even 


with which 


Plato illows 


i 


X 


the fludy 


_ r 

or 


very dole and neceflary connexion * 


as it 


who 


ly tends to infpire us with great reverence for the Deity* 
with an infinite wifilom prefides over the government of 


the univerfe 


d 


prefent and attentive 


all our actions 


But at the fame time we cannot fufficiently deplore the mif- 


very philofophe 
application and agronomical inqu 




who* by their fuccefsful 
;* came very near the Cre; 


and y et were unhappy as not to find him, becaufe they 
{lid not ferve and adore him as they ought to do* nor govern 

%ir actions by the rules and directions of that divine model. 


Lii as tney ougnt to do* nor govern 

nd directions of that divine model. 


V 


SECTION V. 

V * 

♦ 

Judicial Astrology* 

.As to the Babylonian and other eaftern philofop 
Of the h P^VPnl V Knrl 1 TTTO O J!. 


He nabyIonian and other eaftern philofophers* the 
heavenly bodies was fo far from leading them* 


fludv 


Vilume II 


as it 


U 


xtl 


Plin. hift.nat. 1 vii c. <f 6 


w 


989 


phyr. srptid Simplic. in 1 . iL de 


99 




Magna induflria, magna folertia : fed ibi Oreatorem fcrut 


i° n ge a fe, et non invenerunt- 
Yan S• Matth, Serin - Ixvjii, c- r. 


fimt r>ofi 


quia quaerere Auguft 


de verb 
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ought to have done, to the knowledge of him, who is 


both 


their Creator and Dire&or, that for the moft part it carried 
them into impious practices, and the extravagancies of judicial 
aftrology. So we term that deceitful and prefumptuous fcienc e 
which teaches to judge of things to come by the knowledge of 
the flars, and to foretei events by the fltuation of the planets 
and by their different afpedls : A fcience juflly looked upon as 
a madnefs and folly b^ all the mofi: fenfible writers among the 

pagans themfelves. cc y Odelirationemincredibilem !” cries Cicero 

in refuting the extravagant opinions of thofe aftrologers, fre¬ 
quently called Chaldeans, from the country that £rft produced 
them ; who, in confequence of the obfervations made, as they 
affirmed, by their predeceffors upon all paft events, for the 
fpace only of four hundred and feventy thoufand years, pre¬ 
tended to know affuredly, by the afpeft and combination of the 


ftars and planets at the inffant of a child’s birth 


be his genius, temper, manners, 

his actions, and in a word, all the events, with the duration of 
his life. He repeats a thoufand abfurdities of this opinion, the 
very ridicule of which fufficiently expofes it to contempt; and 
alks, why of all that vaft number of children that are born in 
the fame moment, and without doubt exadlly under the afpect 


t! 


conftitution 


what would 


body 


r i,; 


of the fame ffars, there are not two of them, whofe lives and 
fortunes refemble each other ? He puts this further queftion, 
whether that great number of men, that perifhed at the battle 


of Cannae, and died of one and the fame death, were al 
under the fame confteilations ? 


11 born 


2 It is hardly credible, that fo abfurd an art, founded en¬ 
tirely upon fraud and impoflure, “ fraudulentiffima artium,” 
as Pliny calls it, ffiould ever acquire fo much credit, as this 
has done, throughout the whole world and in all ages. What 
has fupported and brought it into fo great vogue, continues 
that author, is the natural curiofity men have to penetrate in¬ 
to futurity, and to know beforehand the things that are to be- 
fal them: <c Mullo non avido futtxra de fe fciendi,” attended 


y -Lib. ii. de Div. n- 87, 99, 


z Plin. Proem. 1 , xxx. 
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with a fuperftitious credulity, which finds itfelf agreeably flat 
tered with the large and grateful promifes of which thofe for 


K 9 


tune-tellers 


never ^paring 


f c 


U 


promiflis addidit vires religionis, ad quas maxime 


dmiique 

etiamnum caligat humanum genus 
1 Modern writers 


Ita blandiilimis dehderatif 




and among others two of 


philolbphers, Gaflendus and Rohault 


greateft 


> 


the folly of that pretended fcience with the fame 


have inveighed againd 


energy, and 


have demonftrated it to be equally void of principles and ex 


perxence 

As for its principles : The heave 


y 


.of the * aftroiog 


according to the lydem 


divided into twelve equal parts 


y 


which 


parts are ta.cen, not according to the poles of the world 


cording to thofe 


the zoaiac: Thefe twelve parts 


y 


but 


portions of heaven, have each of them 


y 


es, knowledg 


or pro 
attribute, as rich 


y 


parentage 


9 


See 


the mod: important and de 


and 


cilive portion is that which is next under the hoi 

which is called the afeendant, becaufe it is ready to afeend and 

appear above the horizon, when a man comes into the world. 

The planets are divided into the propitious, the malignant, and 
the mixed: The afpefts of thefe pi 


tam di dances fi 


a 


nother 


y 


hich are only c 
likewife either happy 


unhappy. I fay nothing of feveral other hypothefes 


all equally arbitrary; and 


y 


which 


1 


mon fenfe 


alk, whether any man of com 


poftors, without any proofs 


give into them upon the bare word of thefe im 




The 


of probability 
their predkdic 

well the moment of conception 


without the lead fhadow 

which all 


cal moment, and that on 



pend 


that of the birth 


? 


And why not 


why have the bars no in 


fluence during the nine months of child-b^;™ ? 


polfible 

bod 


y 


conlidering the 


incredible 


pidi 


armg 

of th 


Ox 


y 


IS it 




les 


heavenly 


lways to be fure of hitting the precife, determinate 


foment, without 


fuffi 


lead variation of more 


lefs 


cient to overthrow ail? A 


y 


*be fame kind 

fwerable. 


ght be made 


ifand other obi 


which 


* r 

ZtlQTlS Of 


y 


which are altogether 11 nan 




? rbyf. fta.j, 6 


Uij 

Rohavlt's P’nvf, r>. c . 27i 
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As for experience, they have ftill lefs reafon to flatter them- 
felves on that fide. Whatever they have of that, muft confift 
in obfervations founded upon events, that have always come 
to pafs in the fame manner, whenever the planets were found 
in the fame fituation. Now, it is unanimoufly agreed by all 
aftronomers, that feveral thoufands of years muft pafs, before 
any fuch fituation of the ftars, as they would imagine, can 
twice happen; and it is very certain, that the ftate, in which 

the heavens will be to-morrow, has never yet been fince the 

# 

creation of the world. The reader may confult the two phi- 
lofophers above mentioned, particularly Galfendus, who has 
more copioufly treated this fubjeCh But fuch, and no better, 
are the foundations upon which the whole ftruClure of judicial 
aftrology is built. 

But what is aftonifhing, and argues an abfolute want of all 
feafon, is, that certain pretended wits, who obftinately harden 
themfelves againft the moft convincing proofs of religion, and 
who refufe to believe even the cleareft and moft certain pro¬ 
phecies upon the word of God, do fometimes give entire credit 
to the vain predictions of thefe aftrologers and impoftors. 

St. Auftin, in feveral paflages of his writings, informs us, 
that this ftupid and facrilegious credulity is a # juft chaftife- 
ment from God, who frequently puniflieth the voluntary blind- 
nefs of men, by inflicting a ftill greater blindnefs; and who 
fufFers evil fpirits, that they may keep their fervants ftill falter 
in their nets, fometimes to foretel them things which do really 
come to pafs, and of which the expectation very often ferns 
only to torment them. 

God, who alone forefees future contingencies and events, 
becaufe he alone is the fovereign difpofer and director of them, 

does often in feripture f revile the ignorance of the Babylo- 

* 

* His omnibus eonfideratis, non immerito creditur, cum aftrologi mirabihter 
tnulta vera refpondent, occuito inftindlu fieri fpirituum non bonorum, quoium 
cura eft has falfas et noxias opiniones de aftralibus fatis inferere humanis nientious 
atque firmare, non horofeopi notati et infpedli aliqua arte, quae nulia eft. 

Civ. Dei, 1 . v. c. 7. 

f Thei'efore fhall evil come upon thee, thou fhalt not know from whence it r.i 

eth > And mifehief ihall fall upon thee, thou fiialt not be able to put it oft : 
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l 


Jpian aftrologers, fo much boafted of, calling them forgers of 

* . 

lies and falfehoods: He moreover defies all their falfe gods to 


foretel any thing whatfoever, and confents, if they do, that 
they fhould be worfhipped as gods. Then addrefling himfelf 
to the city of Babylon, he particularly declares all the circum- 


ftances of the miferies with which fhe fhall be overwhelmed a- 
bove two hundred years after that prediction \ and that non< 

1 

of her prognofticators, who had flattered her with the afTuran 


ces of a perpetual grandeur they pretended to have read in the 
ftars, fhould be able to avert the judgment, or even to forefee 
the time of its accomplifhment. Indeed, how fhould they ? 
finee at the very time of its execution, when 5 Belfhazzar, the 
laft bing of Babylon, faw a hand come out of the wall, and write 


r 

unknown characters thereon, the 
word 


Magi, Chaldeans 


3 


and 


, in a 


3 


all the pretended fages of the country were not able fo 
much as to read the writing. Here then we fee aftrology and 
magic conviCled of ignorance and impotence, in the very place 
where they were molt in vogue, and on an occafion when it was 
Certainly their intereft to difplay their fcietice and whole power 


* 


ARTICLE IV. 

Religion. 

The moft authentic and general idolatry in the world, is 
that wherein the fun and moon were the obje< 5 ts of divine wor- 
fhip. This idolatry was founded upon a miftaken gratitude 5 
which, inftead of afeending up to the Deity, hopped fhort at 
the veil, which both covered and difeovered him. With 
the leafh refleffion or penetration they might have difeerned 

V iij 

Dan* v. 3; 

clefolation fhall come upon thee fuddenly, which thou fhalt not know. Stand 
now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy forceries, wherein 
thou haft laboured from thy youth; if fo be thou fhalt be able to profit, if fo be 
thou mayeft prevail. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counfels : .Let 
! =owthe aftrologers, the ftar-gazers, the prognoflicators ftand up > and favc thee 
kom thefe things that fhall come upon thee. Behold, they fliall be as ftubblc : 
The fire fliall burn them: They fhall not deliver themfelves from the power of 

the flame. Ifa, xlvii, 11—14, 


i 
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the fovereign who commanded, from the * minifler who did 
but obey. 



* 

n all ages mankind have been fenfibly convinced of the 

i 

ceffiey of an intercourfe between God and man: And adorat 


fuppofes God to be both attentive to man’s defires, and 


capa 


ble of fulfilling them. But the diftance of the fun and of the 
moon is an obftacle to this intercourfe. Therefore foolifh. 


men endeavoured to remedy this incovenience, by laying their 
hands f upon their mouths, and then lifting them up to thofe 
falfe gods, murder to teftify that they would be glad to unite 
themlelves to them, but that they could not. This was that 
impious cuftom fo prevalent throughout all the eaft, from 


which Job efteemed himfelf happy to have been preferved 


<c J If I beheld the fun when it fhined, or the moon walking 




brightnefs j and my heart hath been fecretly enticed 


) 


or 




my mouth hath kified my hand 
c The Perfians adored the fun. 




> and particularly the rifing 
fun, with the profoundeft veneration. To him they dedica¬ 


ted 


a 


a. 


magnificent chariot, with horfes of the greateft beauty 

This 


nd value, as we have feen in Cyrus’ ftately cavalcade. 



me a 


ceremony was practifed by the Babylonians 5 of whom 
fome impious kings of Judah borrowed it, and brought it into 

Sometimes they likewife lacnficed oxen to this 


Paleftine d . 


■? 



y much known amongft them by th 


p name 


of Mithra 


e By a natural confequence of the worfhip they paid to the 

fun, they likewife paid a particular veneration to lire, always 


ed it fir ft in their facrifices 


f 


carried it with great refpect 


befor 


the king 


his marches ; intruded the 



PP 


pin 


O' 

o 


of 


the.*r facred fire, which came down from heaven, as th 


ry pre¬ 
tended, to none but the Magi, and would have looked upon 

s the greateft of misfortunes, if it had been fufFered to go 


it 


a 


c 


c 


Her. 1 . i. c. 131. 


d 2 Kings xxiii II 


St rat). 1 . xv p. 732. 


Ibid. 


f Xencpti. Cyrop. 1 . vii;. p. 215. Am. Mar. i. xxiii 




Among the Hebrews the ordinary name for the fun bo nifies Minifier 


j- Superfhtiofus vulgus manum ori admovens, o feu lum labiis prefix. Mmhuc. 

p. z. From thence is come the word “ adorare;** that is to fay, “ ad os manum 
4t admovere.” 


j: The text is a kind of oath. Job xxxi. 26, 27. 
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s Hiftory informs us, that the emperor Heraclius, when 
he was at war with the Perfians, demolifhed feveral of their 
temples, and particularly the chapel in which the facred fire 
had been preferved till that time, which occafioned great 
lourning and lamentation throughout the whole country* 
The Perfians likewife honoured the water, the earth, and the 





winds 


y 


fo many deities 


The cruel ceremony of making children pais thro* the fire 


was undoubtedly 


nfequence of the worfhip paid to that 


element*, for this fire-worfhip was common to the Babyl 


and Peril 


The 


fcripture pofitively fays of the people of 


Mefopotamia, who were fent as a colony into the country of the 

they caufed their children to pafs through 


Samaritans, that cc 


the fire 


1 * 


It is well known how common this barbarous cu£ 


tom became in many provinces of Afia. 

1 Befides thefe, the Perfians had two gods of a more extra¬ 
ordinary nature, namely, Oromafdes and Arimanius. The 
former they looked upon as the author of all the blefiings and 
good things that happened to them; and the latter as the au¬ 


thor of all the evils wherewith they were afflicted. I fhall give 
a large account of thefe deities hereafter. 


k The Perfians eredced neither fiatues 


y 


nor temples 




nor 


altars to their gods 3 but offered their facrifices in the open 


1 


It 


air, and generally on the tops of hills, or on high places, 
was in the open fields that Cyrus acquitted himielf of that re¬ 
ligious duty, when he made the pompous and folemn procef- 
fion already fpoken of. * It is fuppofed to have been through 
the advice and infiigation of the Magi, that Xerxes, the Per- 
fian king, burnt all the Grecian temples, efteeming it injurious 
to the majefty of God to fhut him up within walls, to whom 


all things are 


open 


* 


and to whom the whole world fhouid be 


reckoned as an houfe or a temple. 


Uiiij 


£ Zonar. Anna!, Vol. II. 


h Her. 1 . i. c. 131. 


k Herod. 1 . i. c. 131 


i Pint, in lib. de Ifid. et Ofirid. p. 369. 

1 Cyrop. 1 . viii. p. 233. 

> * Au&oribus Magis Xerxes inflammaffe templa Graeciae die 
tftus includerunt deos, quibus omnia deberent efTe patentia ac li 
mundus omnis tcxnplum effet et domes. Cic, 1. il. de Legib 


quod parie- 
quor unique 
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* Cicero thinks, that in this the Greeks and Romans a&ed 


more wifely than the Perfians 


) 


within their 


in that they ere&ed 


tempi 


y 


and thereby fuppofed their gods to refide 


among them, which was a proper way to infp 


the 


with fentiments of religion and piety 
fame opinion 
works. 


people 


Varro was not of the 


m St. Auftin has preferved that paflage of 
After having obferved, that the Romans had \ 


his 


Ihipped their gods without ftatues or images for above an hun- 
dred and feventy years, he adds, that if they had ftill preferved 


that ancient cuftom, their religion would have been the 
and freer from corruption : “ Quod li adhuc manfiffet, caftius 


purer 


*6 


dii obfervarenturand 


confirm his fentiment 


the example of the Tewifh nation, 


y 


he cites 


The laws of Perfia fuffered no man to confine the motive of 


This 


was a 


his facrifices to any private or domeftic intereft. 
fine way of attaching all particular perfons to the public good, 
by teaching them, that they ought never to facrifice for them- 
felves alone, but for the king and the whole hate, wherein every 

man was comprehended with the reft of his fellow-citizens. 


The Magi were the guardians of all the ceremonies relating 
to their worfhip 5 and it was to them the people had recourfe, 

hat days, 


order to be inftrudled therein 


and to knew 


to what gods, and after what manner they were to offer 

As thefe Magi were all of one tribe, and that 


facrifices 


but the fon of a prieft could pretend to the honour of the prieft- 

they kept all their learning and knowledge, whether 


hood 


in 


relig 


or political concerns, to themfelves and their fa 


milies 


nor was 


lawful for them to inftrudl any ftrang 


thefe matters, without the king’s per million. It was granted 

, 11 and was, according to Plutarch, 


in favour of Themiftocles 


a particular effect of the prince’s great confideration for that 
diftinguifhed perfon. 

This knowledge and fkill in religious matters, which made 


m L;b. iv. de Civ Dei, n, 31. 


In Them. p. 126 


9 


noftri 


fees 


tabus. Cic„ I 


de 


t augerent pietatem in deos eafdem illos ur- 
dfert enim haec opinicx religionem utileffi 


•1 '■ 




iftsrr * 
• 


" • •>. 


«• - 


4 

** 
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V > -'v* 
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1 #. 


Plato 


define magic, or the learning of the Magi, the art of 



the gods in a becoming manner 



K. 




could offer no facrifice without th 


p 


the Magi great authority, both with the prince and people, who 

r prefence and miniftration. 
# And before a prince in Perfia could come to the crown, he 

was obliged to receive instruction for a certain time from fome 

the Magi, and to learn of them both the art of reigning 

and that of worshipping the gods after a proper manner- Nor 

did he determine any important affair of the State, when he 


» 


was upon the throne, without taking their advice and opinion. 

beforehand ; for which reafon f Pliny fays, that even in his 

time they were looked upon in all the eaStern countries as the 

matters and directors of princes, and of thofe who Styled them- 
Selves the king of kings. 

They were the fages, the philofophers, and men of learn¬ 


ing 


m 


PerSia 


? 


as the Gymnofophifls and Brachmans were 


amongSt the Indians, and the Druids among the Gauls. Their 
great reputation made people come from the moSt distant coun¬ 
tries to be inStruCted by them in philofophy and religion; 


and 


we are affured it was from them that Pythagoras borrowed the 
principles of that learning, by which he acquired fo much ve- 




ueration and reSpeCt among the Greeks, exepting only his doc¬ 
trine of transmigration, which he learned of the Egyptians, and 

fy which he corrupted and debafed the ancient doCtrine of the 
Magi concerning the immortality of the foul. 

is generally agreed, that ZoroaSter was the original au¬ 



thor and founder of this feCl 


but author 


s are considerably 
^divided in their opinions about the time in which he lived. 

What Pliny 0 fays upon this head, may reafonably ferve to re¬ 
concile that variety of opinions, as is very judiciouSly obferved 
by Dr. Prideaux. We read in that author, that there were 
two perfons named Zoroafter, between whole lives there might 




fcient 


0 Hift. Nat. 1 .xxx. c. x. 

Nec quifquam rex Perfarum poteft cfTe, qui non ante magorum difciplinaiii 


amque perceperit Cic. de Div 


9 


na 




t In tantum fafligii adolevit (audloritas magorum) ut hodieque etiam in mag' 

parte gentium praevaleat, et in oriente regum regibus imrcret. Plin. 1 . xxx 
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The firft of them 


the founder of ^ the Magian fed about the year of the world 

~ J ^ ■ who certainly fiourilhed between the be- 


2900 


and the latter 


ginning of Cyrus’ reign in the eaft. 


fon of Hyflafp 


and the end of D ar 


9 


was the reflorer and reformer of it 


J 


Throughout all the eaftern countries. 


into two principal feels; that of the Sabeans 


idolatry was divided 


mages; and that of the Mag 




who adored 


1 


9 


who worshipped fi r 




a ns 


The 

who. 


former of thefe fedls had its rife among the Chald^^ 

from their knowledge of aftronomy, and their particular an 
plication to the Rudy of the feveral planets, which they be 
lieved to be inhabited by fo many intelligences 


who 


were 


thofe orbs what the foul of man is to his body, were induced 
reprefent Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, Mercury, Venus 


Di 


3 


the 


M0011, by 10 many images, or ftatues 


and 


, in which 

or deities, were 


they imagined thofe pretended intelli^ 
as really prefent as in the planets themfelves 
number of their gods confiderably increafed; um unage-wor- 
flli P from Chaldea Spread itfelf throughout all the eaft; from 


In time, the 
this image 


thence paired into Egypt; and at length came among the 


Greek 


3 


who propagated it through all the weftern nations 


To this fed of the Sabeans 


of 


the Mag 


diametrically oppoiit 


that 


j 


countries. 


which alfo took its rife in the fame eaftern 
The Magians utterly abhorred images, -and wor- 

\ looking upon that, 


ihipped God only under the form of fire 


of its 


dity, and incorruptibility 


purity, brightnefs, activity, fubtilty, fe 


the moft perfect: fymbol or repre 


fentation of the Deity. They began firfl in Perfia, and 

and in India were the only places where this feci 
gated, 


propa 


trine was 


pood 


where they remain even to this day. The chief doc 
, that there were two principles; one the caufe of all 




and the other the caufe of all evil 


The former is re 


pieiented by light, and the other by darknefs, as their truefl 
fy in bols 

t 

and 


I he good god they named Tazdan and Ormuzd 


the evil god Aoraman. The former is by the Greeks 


Jed Oromafdes 


9 


and the latter Arimanius 


And therefore 


P Plut. in Themift. p. 
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prayed, that his enemies might always refolve to 
banifli their beft and braved: citizens, as the Athenians had 
Themiftocles, he addrefied his prayer to Arimanius, the evil 
god of the Perfians, and not to Oromafdes, their good god. 

Concerning thefe two gods they had this difference of op 
nion; that whereas fome held both of them to have been from 
eternity; others contended, that the good god only was 

eternal, and the other was created. But they both agreed in 

* 

this, that there will be a continual oppofition between theie 




two, till the end of the world; that then the good god ffi 
overcome the evil god, and that from thenceforward each of 
them lhall have his world to himfelf; that is, the good god 




his world with all the good 


3 


and the evil god, his world with 




un 


all the wicked. 

The fecond Zoroafter, who lived in the time of Dariu: 
dertook to reform fome articles in the religion of the Magian 
fed:, which for feveral ages had been the predominant religion 
the Medes and Perfians; but, fince the death of Smcrdis 



and his chief confedrates 


1 7^ 

3 ail 



the maffacre of 


a dhei 


and followers, was fallen into great contempt. It is thought 
this reformer made his firff appearance in Ecbatana. 


5 


was 


The chief reformation he made in the Magian religion 

O O 

in the firff principle of it. For whereas before they had held 
as a fundamental principle the being of the two fuprcme firff 
caufes; the firff light, which was the author of all good; and 

the other darknefs, the author of all evil; and that of the 

♦ 

mixture of thefe two, as they were in a continual ft niggle with 
each other, all things were made; lie introdu 


fuperior to them both 


fuprem 


G o d 


who 


d a principle 
created both 


light and 
all other 


a 


rknefis; and who, out of thefe two principles, made 








will and pleaft 


But, to avoid making God the autho 


of 


evil, his doc! 


independent and felf 


^as, that there was one fuprcme Being, 

exifting from all eternity: That under him there were two an 

* 

gels; one the angel of light, who is the author of all good 

who is the author of all 


2 


2nd the other the angel of darknefs 


* 


§ViJ; That thefe two. out of the 


c 


mixture or ligcr 0 


1 , 4 . 

iL 


nd 


k 





nefs, made all things that are; that they are in a perpetu 
ftruggle with each other; and that where the angel of jj j, 

prevails, there good reigns; and that where the angel of dark 6 
nefs prevails, there evil takes place; that this ftruggle fr a q 

continue to the end of the world ; that then there fhall be a 
general refurrechon and a day of judgment, wherein all frail 
receive a juft retribution according to their works. After which 
the angel of darknefs and his difciples frail go into a world 
of their own, where they frail fuffer in everlafting darknefs 
the pumfrments of their evil deeds; and the angel of light 
and his difciples frail alfo go into a world of their own, where 
they frail receive in everlafting light the' reward due unto 
their good deeds; that after this they frail remain feparated 
for ever, and light and darknefs be no more mixed together 
to all eternity. And all this the remainder of that leer, which 
is now in Perfia and India, do, without any variation after f Q 

many ages, ftill hold even to this day, 

ls nee dlefs to inform the reader, that almoft all thefe ar¬ 
ticles, though altered in many circumftances, do in general 
agree with the doctrine of the holy fcriptures ; with which it 

plainly appears the two Zoroafters were well acquainted, it 
being eafy for both of them to have had an intercourfe or per- 
fonal acquaintance with the people of God; the firft of them 
in Syria, where the Ifraelites had been long fettled; the latter 
at Babylon, to which place the lame people were carried cap¬ 
tive, and where Zoroafter might confer with Daniel himfelf, 
who was in very great power and credit in the Perfian court. 
Another reformation, made by Zoroafter in the ancient Ma- 
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' tfheir MARRIAGES , MANNER of BUR TING the DEAD. 

Having faid fo much of the religion of the eaftern nations 
*rhich is an article I thought myfelf obliged to enlarge 


» 


upon. 


becaufe 



look upon it as an eflential part of their hiftory. 



if. • 

lhall be forced to treat of their other cuftoms with the greater 


brevity 


Amongfi: which their marriages and burials 


too 




f 



naterial to be omitted. 

T i 

q There is nothing more horrible, or that gives us a greater 
idea of the profound darknefs into which idolatry had plunged 
mankind, than the public proftitution of women at Babylon, 
which was not only authorized by law, but even commanded 

the religion of the country, upon a certain feftival of the 

♦ 

year, celebrated in honour of the goddefs Venus, under the 
name of Mylitta, whofe temple, by means of this infamous 
ceremony, became a brothel, or place of debauchery. r This 
wicked cuftom was hill in being when the Ifraelites were car¬ 
ried captive to that criminal city ; for which reafon the prophet 
Jeremiah thought fit to caution and admonifh them againft fo 
abominable a fcandal. 

Nor had the Perfians any better notion of the dignity and 
fan&ity of the matrimonial inftitution, than the Babylonians, 


I do 


mean 


nly with regard to that incredible multitude 


of wives and concub 


y 


feragl 


with which their kings filled their 


* 


and of which they were as jealous 


y 


if they had 


but one wife, keeping them all fhut up in feparate apartments, 
under aflriiSt guard of eunuchs, without fufFering them to have 


any communication with one another, much lefs with perfons 
without doors. c It flrikes one with horror to read how far 
they neglected the moft common laws of nature.- Even incefi: 
with a filter was allowed amongfi: them by their laws, or at 


leaft authorized by their Magi, thofe pretended fages of Perfia 
as we have feen in the hiflory 
father refpedt his own daughtei 


y 







nbyfes. Nor did even a 
i mother the fon of her 


Herod 


99 


r Baruch vi. 42 , 43. 


Herod 


* Philo, lib, de Special, leg, p. 778. Diog. L,aer. in Proem, p. 6 
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own body. 11 We read in Plutarch, that Paryf; 


of Artaxerxes Mnemon 




Booh iv\ 

the mother 


who Arove in all things to pleafe the 


Icing hei Ion, peiceiving that he had conceived a violent paf 
for one of his own daughters, called Atofla 


fo fa 


oppoflng his unlawful deflre, that £he herfelf advifed 
marry her, and make her his lawful wife, and 


him 


» and laughed at the 

maxims and laws of the Grecians, which taught the contrary 

” ” % s to him, carrying her flattery to a monftrous 

not you yourfelf fet up by God over the Perh- 


For 


excefs 


, “ are 


ans 


9 


CC 


the only law and rule of what is becoming or unbe 


coming 


y> 


This deteAable cuflom continued till the time of Alexand 


the Great 




ho 


9 


being become mafter of Periia by the 


throw and death of Darius, made an 


It. 


prefs law to fupprefs 


Thefe enormities may ferve to teach us from what 


byfs the gofpel has delivered 


* 


and how weak a barrier hu 


wifdom is of itfelf againA the moA extravagant and 


minable crim 


I fhall flnifli this article by Aiying a word or two upon their 


manner of burying the dead 


It was not the cuAom 


eaAern nations, and efpecially of the Perflans, to ereft funeral 
piles foi the dead, and to confiime their bodies in the flames. 
x Accordingly we And that * Cyrus, when he was at the point 


of death 


9 


took care to charge his children to 


and to reAore it to the earth 
life of; 


his body 




; that is the exprefilon he makes 
by which he feems to declare, that he looked upon 
he earth as the original parent from whence he Iprung, and 


to which he ought to return 


And when Cambyfes had of¬ 


fered a thoufand indignities to the dead body of Amafis, king 
of Egypt, he thought he crowned all by cauflng it to be burnt, 
which was equally contrary to the Egyptian and Perflan man¬ 
ner of treating the dead. It was the cuAom of the f latter to 


u In Artax. p. 1023. w Her. L iii. c. 16. 

x Cyrop. 1 . viii. p. 238. y Her. 1 iii. c. 16. 

Ac mihi quidcm antiquiflimum fepulturae genus id fuiiTe videtur, quo spud 
Xenophontem Cyrus utitur. Redditur enim terrae corpus, et ita locatum ac utum 
quafi operinicnto matris obducitur. Cic. I. ii de Leg. n. 56. 

t Ccndiuut iEgyptd mortuos, et eos domi fervant: Perfae jam cera circuit* 
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Wrap up their dead in wax, in order to keep them the longer 


% i 


fpm corruption. 

r“ 

I thought proper to give the larger account, in this place, of 
the manners and cuftoms of the Perflans, becaufe the hiftory 
of that people will take up a great part of this work, and be- 

The 




fhall fay no more on that fubjeCl in the fequel 



of # Barnabus Briffon 


9 


prefident of the parliament of 


Paris, upon the government of the Perfians, has been of great 

* ♦ 

ufe to me. Such collections as thefe, when they are made by 
|ble hands, fave a writer a great deal of pains, and furnifh him 


With matter 


r 


udition, that cofts him little, and yet often 


does him great honour. 


ARTICLE V. 

6 

The Cause of the Declension of the Persian Empire ,, 

and of the CHANGE that happened in their MANNERS . 


W hen we compare the Perfians, as 

«• 

and during his reign, with what they were afterwards in the 


they 


before Cv 


reigns 


C 


his fucceffors 


3 


we can 


hardly bel 


they 


the 


fame people ; and we fee a fenfible illuflration of this truth, 
that the declenfion of manners in any flate is always attended 
itli that of empire and dominion. 





clen- 


Among many other caufes that brought about th 
non of the Perfian empire, the four following may be looked 
upon as the principal: Their exceilive magnificence and lux¬ 


ury; the abject fubjection and flavery of the people; the bad 
education of their prince, which was the fource of 'all their 
irregularities; and their want of faith in the execution of their 
treaties, oaths. 


and engagements. 

D O 


litos condiunt, ut quam maxime ? permaneant diuturna corpora. Cic. Tufcul. 
•Quaeft. 1. i. n- to8. 

* Bar nab, Brifionius de regio Perfarum principatu, &c. Argentorati, an-17 ic„ 




MANNERS OF THE ASSYRIANS. &C. 



SECTION r. 

Luxury* and Magnificence . 

made the Perfian troops in Cy 
upon as invincible 


j 


time to be looked 

was the temperate and hard life to which 

ving nothing but 



they were accuftomed from their infancy 

water for their ordinary drink, bread and roots for their food 
the ground, or fomething as hard, to lie upon ; inuring them 




felves to the moll painful exercifes and labours, and efteeming 
the greateft dangers as nothing* The temperature 


of the 


country where they were born, which was rough, mountainous, 

and woody, might fomewhat contribute to their hardinefs; for 
which reafon Cyrus 2 

tranfplanting them into a more mild and 


would never confent to the project of 

i 

agreeable climate. 


The excellent manner of educating the ancient Perlians, of 
which we have already given a diffident account, and which 

of parents, but was 

and 


) 


was not left to the humours and fancies 
fubje£t to the authority and direction of the magiftrat 
regulated upon principles of the public good; this excellent 
education prepared them for obferving, in all places and at all 
times, a mod exadt and fevere difcipline. Add to this the in¬ 
fluence of the prince’s example, who made it his ambition to 
fiirpafs all his fubjedls in regularity, was the mod: abftemiou 
and fober in his manner of life, the plained: in his drefs, the 
mod: inured and accudomed to hardships and fatigues, as well 
as the braved: and mod: intrepid in the time of adlion 

might not be expedled from foldiers fo formed and fo trained 

/ 

By them therefore we find Cyrus conquered a great part 


What 


up 


? 


of the world* 

After all his victories, he continued to exhort his army and 
eople not to degenerate from their ancient virtue, that they 



might not eclipfe the glory they had acquired, but carefully 
preferve that fimplicity, fobriety, temperance, and love of la- 

► 

bour, which were the means by which they had obtained it* 

l 


2 Plut. in Apoth.p, 173. 
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|ut I do not know, whether Cyrus himfelf did not at that very 
time fow the fir ft feeds of that luxury, which foon overfpread 



pted-the whole nation. In that 


4 + 


guft ceremony. 


wliiclx we have already defcribed at large, and on which he firft 



himfelf in pub] 


w 

to his new-conquered fubjefts. 


he 


thought proper, in order to heighten the fplendor of his regal 

make a pompous difplay of all the magnificence 


Siguity, 

► % 1 

and fhow, that could be contrived to dazzle the 


people 


eyes of the 


-Among other things he changed his own apparel 


j 


as 



that of his officers, giving them all garments made after 
die fafhion of the IVfedes, richly fhining with gold and purple. 


inftead of their Perfian clothes 
fimple 


, which were very 



and 


it 


This prince feemed to forget how much the contagious 

he natural inclination all men have to v 


lue 


ample of a courl 

and efteem what pleafes the eye and makes a fine fhow, how 
glad they are to 


diftmguifh themfelves above 


by a falfe 


merit eafily attained in proportion to the degrees of wealth and 
vanity a man has above his neighbours ; he forgot how capable 
all this together was of corrupting the purity of ancient man- 


iters, and of introducing by degrees a general. 


take for extravagance and luxury. 
a This luxury and extravagance 


predominant 


time to fuch 


cels, as was little better than downright madnefs. The prim 
carried all his wives along with him to the wars; and what 2 
equipage fuch a troop muft be attended with is eafy to judg 


AH his generals and officers followed his example, each in pr 


portion to his rank and 



Th 


P 1 


for fo 


^as, that the light of what they held moft dear 


n g 


the world, would encourage them 


nd precious 



9 


but th 


fght with the g 


true 


rea 



Ion was the love of pleafure, by 


they were overcome and enflaved, before th 



to 


'Qgage with the enemy. 

Another inftance of their folly 
uxury j 


that they carried their 


X 


nd extravagance in th 


Ms, chario 

Volume II, 


> 


and tables, to a 


fpect to th 


S r 




cefs 


9 


poil 




than 


X 


a 


Xenoph. Cyrop, 1 . iv, p. 91 


99 
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Book IV, 


they did in their cities. b The moft exquiiite meats 


) 


the 


reft birds, and the coftlieft dainties 


ra 




muft needs be found £qj» 


the prince, in what part of the world foever he was encamped 


They had their veftels of gold and filver without number 


ftruments * of luxury, fays a certain hiftorian 


5 m 


y 


not of vidlory 


proper to allure and enrich an enemy, but not to repel or de 


j 


feat him 


I do not fee what reafons Cyrus could have for changing 


his conduct in the laft years of his life. It muft be owned 


deed 


, in 


> 


that the ftation of kings requires a fuitable grandeur 


and magnifice 


9 


which 


may 


certain occafions be carried 


even to 


degree of pomp and fplendor. But princes, poffef. 


fed of a real and folid merit, have a thoufand ways of making 


up what they may feem to lofe by retrenching fome part of 


their outward ftate and magnific 


Cy 


himfelf had 


found by experience, that a king is more fure of 


gaming 


fpetft from his people by the wifdom of his conduct, than by 


the greatnefs of his expences ; and that aftedtion and confi 


dence produce a clofer attachment to his perfon, than 


admiration of 


effary pomp and grandeur. Be this 


will, Cyrus’ laft example became very contagious. A tai 


vanity and expence firft prevailed at 


then fpread itfelf 


into the cities and provinces, and in a little time infedted the 


whole nation, and was one of the principal caufes of the 


of that empire, which he himfelf had founded 


What is here laid of the fatal effedts of luxury, is not pecu 


liar to the Perlian empire. The moil judicious hiftorians, the 


moft learned philofophers, and the profoundeft politician 


y 


all 


lay it down as a certain, indifputable maxim, that wherever 


luxury prevails, it never fails to deftroy the moft fiouridiing 


ftates and kingdoms : And the experience of all ages, and all 


nations, does but too clearly demonftrate this maxim. 


What is this fubtle, fecret poifon then, that thus lurks un 


■ 

der the pomp of luxury and the charms of pleafure, and is ca 


b Senec. 1 . iii. de Ira. c. 20. 






Non belli fed luxuriae apparatum 


Ferfarum auro purpuraque ful 


gentem iniuerijubebat Alexander, praedam, non arma geltantem. Qi.Cur 
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pable of enervating 


the fame time both the whole hrength 


ffef the body* and the vigour of the mind ? It is not very difG 




cult to comprehend 


\ 


vhy 


has this terrible effect 


men are accu homed to a foft and voluptuous life 


When 
they be 


very fit for undergoing the fatig 


g the fatigues and hardfhips of 
fufFering the rigour of the feafons 


Are they qualified 


war 




for 


enduring hunger and third: •, for palling whole nights without 
Heep upon occafion •, for going through continual exercife and 


5 


for facing danger and defpifing death 


exercife and 
The natural 


effect of voluptuoufnefs and delicacy, which are the infeparable 


9 »• 


companions of luxury, is to 
of falfe wants and neceflities 


render men fubject to a multitude 
9 to make their happinefs depend 
leniencies and fuperfiuities, which 


upon a thoufand trifling conveniencies and fuperfiuities, whirl 
they can no longer be without, and to give them an unreafon 


able fondnefs for life 


of a thoufand fecret ties and 


that endear it to them, and which by hiding in 


engagements, that endear it t 
them the great motives of glo 


.v 


l the great motives of glory, of zeal for their prince, and 

for their country, render them fearful and cowardly, and 

hinder them from expofing themfelves to dangers, which may 

in a moment deprive them of all thofe things, wherein they 
place their felicity. 


4 


SECTION II. 




* 

The Abject Submission and Slavert of the Persians 

We are told by Plato, that this was one of the caufes of tf 


th 


declenfion 


r 


bute 


the Perfian empire 


And indeed, wl 


s moh to the prefervat 


of hates 


and renders the 


V*V 

atms victorious 


not the number, but the 


k 

tage of their armies 


go&r and cou 


and, as it was finely faid by one of 


Ancients 


from the day a man lofeth his liberty, he lofeth 


(C 


half of his ancient virtue 


for the profperity of the hate 


He is no longer concerned 
which he looks upon himfelf 


as an alien ; 

j 

tachment to 

public affairs 


and having loh the principal moth 


of 


.is at 


he beco 


indifferent about the fuccefs of 


about the glory or welfare of his countrv 


if 


m 


*\r •• 

Ajj 


c Hem. Odyff. v. 313, 
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which his circumftances allow him to claim no fhare, and by which 
his own private condition is not altered or improved 
truly be faid, that the reign of Cyrus was a 
That prince never a£led in an arbitrary manner ; nor did he 


may 

reign of liberty. 


think, that 


9 

a defpotic power was worthy of a king; or that 


there was any great glory in ruling an empire of Haves. Hi s 
tent was always open ; and free acceis allowed to every one that 
defired to fpeak to him. He did not live retired, but was 


vilible, acceffible, and affable 


3 


all; heard their 


P 1 


and with his own eyes obferved and rewarded merit; invited 
to his table, not only his general officers and prime minifters, 
but even fubalterns, and fometimes whole companies of foldi- 
ers. # The fimplicity and frugality of his table made him capable 
of giving fuch Entertainments frequently. His aim therein 
was to animate his officers and foldiers, to infpire them with 

to attach them to his perfon rather 

than to his dignity, and to make them warmly efpoufe his glo¬ 
ry, and dill more the intereft and profperity of th 


age 


and refol 


y 


c 



ate. 


This 


is what may truly be called the art of governing and com¬ 
manding. 


In the reading of Xenopho 


9 


th what pleafure do we ob- 


nly thofe fine turns of wit, that juftnefs and 


ferve, not c 
nuity in their anfwers and repartees 




that del 


O 

ti 


cy 


jefting 


and 


aillery 


9 


at 


the fame time that amiable cheerfulnels 


and gaiety which enlivened their entertainments, from which 
all vanity and luxury were baniffied, and in which the principal 
feafoning was a decent and becoming freedom, that prevented 
all conftraint, and a kind of familiarity, which was fo far from 
leffening their refpedb for the prince, that it gave fuch a life 


and fp 


3 


nothing but a real 



ion 


and 


dernei 


i 


could produce 


I mav 


fay, that by fuch a conduct 


prince doubles and trebles his army at a fmall 


tms, a 

Thirty thoufand men of this fort 
fuch llaves, as the Perlians became afterwards, 
tion, on a dechive day of battle, this truth is 


preferable to millions oi 


In time of 


m o 11 


dent; 


« 

* Tantas vires liabet frugalitas principis, ut tot impeiidiis tot erogauon 

fufficiat. Plin. in Paneg. Traj. 


ibus fcla 
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prince is more fenfible of it than any body elfe 


At 


ithe 


5 








battle Thymbraea, when Cyrlls , horfe fell under him 

f[enophon takes notice how much it concerns a commander 
be loved by his foldiers. 






The d anger of the king’s perfon 


•became the danger of the army; and his troops on that 

i /! • —_ r r , i • 






gave incredible proofs of their 


a 


ge and bravery 


^ • ► 

> 


\ * 


Things were not carried on in the fame manner* under the 
great eh part of his fucceflbrs. Their only care was to fupport 

r 

the pomp of fovereignty. I muft confefs, their outward orna- 
ments and enfigns of royalty did not a little contribute to that 

% 

end. 


t A 




♦ 1 4 




A purple robe richly embroidered, and hanging down 

a tiara* worn upright on their heads with an im- 


to their feet* a tia 
perial diadem round 
nificent throne, a 


y 


golden fcepter in their hands* a mag 


numerous and fhining 


y 


of 


officers and guards ; thefe things muft needs conduce to height- 

ben this is all, is of 


the fplendor of royalty; but all this* w 


little or no value. 


What is that king in reality* who lofes all 


his merit and his dignity, when he puts off his ornaments ? 
Some of the eaftern kings, to 


< 

procure the greater reverence 


to their perfons* generally kept themfelves flint up in their pa 


laces 


y 


and feldom fhowed themfelv 


have already feen* that Dei 


iubjefls 


W 


% 


the firft king 


r 


M e d e a 


ait his acceftion 


the thr 


oduced this poiicv* wli 


afterwards became very common in all the eaftern 


a great miftake* that a prince cannot defeend 


But it is 

% 

his grandeur* by a fort of familiarity, without debating or let 


fening his greatnefs. Artaxerxes did not think fo; and 


d 


PI 


11 


* A 




tarch obferves, that that 


pr 


and queen Statira, his 

accefi 


look a pleafure in being viiible and of eaiy acc 

\ 

pie; and by fo doing were but the more refpected 


P 




w s 


* (- 


. m * 

Gw 






* « 


Among the Perfians no fuhject wh at foe ver was allowed to 
appear in the king’s prefence witlioi 
fore him: And this law, which e 


pr 


i V 

o 


himfelf b 



<T f 


£ 


cneca with good real-on 




Perfian flavery* c( Perficam fervitutem,” extended a 1 fo to 


ners. We fhall 


* T 


* In Artax. p. 1013. 


find afterwards* that ieveral G 

X iij 

e Lib iii. de Benef- c. la.ec lib. lli. dt Ii u 


* 4 


e<. mis 


c. 1: 



d 
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refufed to comply with it, looking upon fuch a ceremony as 
derogatory to men, born and bred in the bofom of liberty. 
Some of them, lefs fcrupulous, did fubmi't to it, but not with¬ 
out great reludlancy; and we are told, that one of them, in 


order to cover the fhame of fuch a fervile probation, f pur- 
pofely let fall his ring, when he came near the king, that he 
might have occalion to bend his body on another account* 
But it would have been criminal for any of the natives of the 
country to hefitate or deliberate about an homage, which the 
kings exacted from them with the utmoft rigour. 

What the fcripture relates of two fovereigns g on one hand 
whereof the one commanded all his fubjedts, on pain of death 
to proftrate themfelves before his image; and the other on the 


2 


* 



me penalty fufpended all acts of religion, with regard to all 


the gods in general, except to himfelf only; and on the other 

ready and blind obedience of the whole city of 
ran all together on the lirft fignal to bend the 


hand 


of 


who 


Babylon, 

knee before the idol, and to invoke the king exclufively of all 
the powers of heaven: All this fhows to what an extravagant 
excefs the eaflern kings carried their pride, and the people 
their flattery and fervitude. 


So great was the diftance between the Perfian king and h 


fubjedts, that the latter, of what rank or quality foever 


whe 


th 


fatrapae, governors, near rel 


brothers 


the king, were only looked upon as flaves; whereas the king 
himfelf was always confidered, not only as their fovereign lord 
and abfolute mailer, but as a kind of divinity. h In a word, 
the peculiar charadter of the Ahatics 




and of the Perlians 


more particularly than any other 


was fervitude and flat 


which made 1 Cicero fay, that the defpotic power, fome were 
endeavouring to eftablilh in the 


Roman 


commonwealth, was 


an infupportable yoke, not only to a Roman, but even to a 
Perfian. 

It was therefore this arrogant haughtinefs of the princes on 
one hand, and this abjedt fubmiffion of the people on the c 


f AT.lian. I. i. Var. Hiftor. cap. xxi. £ Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. c. iii. 


Darius 


the Mede. Dan. c. vi. h Pint, in Apophth. p. z 1 3 


i jLib. x. Epift* ad Attic# 
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ther, which, according to Plato k , were the principal caufes of 
the ruin of the Perfian empire, by diffolving all the ties, where¬ 
with a king is united to his fubjedls, and the fubjedls to their 

king. Such an haughtinefs extinguifhes all affedlion and hu- 

♦ 

manity in the former \ and fuch an abjedl ftate of flavery leaves 
the people neither courage, zeal, nor gratitude. The Per¬ 


fian kings governed and commanded only by threats and me 


and the fubjedts neither obeyed 


marched, but with 



could go to battle with a good will and inclinat 


i 


unwillingnefs and reludtance. This is the idea Xerxes him- 
felf gives us of them in Herodotus, where that prince is repre- 
fented as wondering how the Grecians, who were a free peo- 

How 

could any thing great or noble be expedted from men, fo dis¬ 
pirited and deprefied by flavery, as the Perfians were, and re¬ 
duced to fuch an abjedt fervitude; which, to ufe the words of 

¥ 

Longinus ! , is a kind of imprifonment, wherein a man’s foul 
may v be faid in fome fort to grow little and contracted? 

. I am unwilling to fay it, but I do not know, whether the great 
Cyrus himfelf did not contribute to introduce among the Per¬ 
fians, both that extravagant pride in their kings, and that ab¬ 
jedt fubmiffion and flattery in the people. It was in that pom- 

that 


and 


pous ceremony, which I have feveral times mentioned 
the Perfians, till then very jealous of their liberty 
far from being inclined to make a fhameful proflitut 
by any mean behaviour or fervile compliances, 


y 


very 
of it 


firfi: 



nt the 


knee before their prince, and ftooped to a pofture of adoration. 

* 

Nor was this an effect of chance: For Xenophon intimates 
( clearly enough, that Cyrus, m who defired to have that homage 
paid him, had appointed perlons on purpofe to begin it \ whole 
example was accordingly followed by the multitude, and by 
•the Perfians as well as the other nations. In thefe little tricks 

<- 

X 

and ftratagems we no longer difcern that noblenefs and great- 

* 

nefs of foul which had ever been confpicuous in that prince 
/till this occafion: And I fhould be apt to think, that being ar- 


nved at the utmofi: pitch of glory and power 


y 


he could no 


V •••• 

X. iiij 


t - 






k Lib. iii, de Leg. p. 697. 


* 

’ ♦ » 


1 Cap. xxxv. 


m Cyrop. 1 . ii, p. 215. 
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longer refill thofe violent attacks, wherewith profperity is a }. 

m 

ways afiaulting even the heft of princes, <c n fecundae res f a . 
“ pientium animos fatigant*” and that at lafi: pride and vanitv 

j y 

which are almofi: infeparable from fovereign power, forced him 
and in a manner tore him from himfelf and his own natural 
inclinations: <£ ° Vi dominationis convulfus et mutatus.” 


SECTION III. 



It is Plato p , ftill the prince of philofophers, who makes this 

1 

reflediion; and we fhall find, if we narrowly examine the fact 
in queftion, how folid and judicious it is, and how inexcufable 
Cyrus’ conduct was in this refpecl. 

Never had any man more reafon than Cyrus to be fenfible 

4 

how highly necefiary a good education is to a young prince. 
He knew the whole value of it with regard to himfelf, and 
had found all the advantages of it by his own experience k 
What he moft earinefily recommended to his officers, in that 

fine difcourfe he made to them after the taking of Babylon, in 

* 

order to exort them to maintain the glory and reputation they 
had acquired, was to educate their children in the fame man¬ 
ner, as they knew they were educated in Perfia, and to perfe- 
vere themfelves in the practice of the fame manners, as were 
pradlifed there. 

Would one believe, that a prince, who fpoke and thought 
in this manner, could ever have entirely negledted the educa- 4 
tion of his own children ? Yet this is what happened to Cyrus. 
Forgetting that he was a father, and employing himfelf wholly 
about his conquefts \ he left that care entirely to women, that 
is, to princefies, brought up in a country, where vanity, lux¬ 
ury and voluptuoufnefs reigned in the higheft degree; for the 
queen his wife was of Media. And in the fame tafle and man¬ 
ner were the two young princes, Cambyfes and Smerdis, edu^ 


n Sailuft. o Tacit. Anna!. 1 . vi. c. 48. 

r Tib. iii. dc L c g. p. 694, 695. q C\rop. 1 . vii. p. 200. 
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i - 


cated. Nothing they alked was ever refiifed them: Nor were 
their defires only granted, but prevented. The great maxim 
was. that their attendants fhould crofs them in nothin 


4 - 


6 > 


never 


adict them, nor ever make ufe of reproofs or remonftran 


with them 


No one opened his mouth in their prefe 


I 


but to praife and commend what they faid and did. 
one cringed and hooped, and bent the knee before them 


Eve r y 
: And 


' it was thought efTential to their greatnefs, to place an infinite 
diftance between them and the reft of mankind, as if they had 

4 

been of a different fpecies from them. It is Plato that informs 


of all thefe particulars : For Xenop 




probably 



his hero 


1a y 


not one word of the manner in which thefe 


princes were brought up, though he gives us fo ample an ac¬ 
count of the education of their father. 

What furprifes me the mo ft is, that Cyrus did not, at leaf!:. 


take them along with him in his laft 


campaigns 




in order to 


draw them out of that loft and effeminate courfe of life, and 


to inftruCt them in the art of war 5 for they muft needs have 
been of fufticient years : But perhaps the women oppofed his 


defign, and over-ruled him. 

Whatever the obftacle was, the effect of the education of 
thefe princes was fuch as ought to be expected from it. Cam- 


byf< 


came out of that fchool what he 


reprefented in hiftory. 


an obftinate and fclf-conceited 


pi 


full of arroganc 


and 


vanity, abandoned to the moft fcandalous excefles of drunken- 
nefs and debauchery, cruel and inhuman, even to the caufmg 
•of his own brother to be murdered in confequcnce of a dream *, 


<1 

V? 


V- 


4 v * 


d, a fui 


fi 


mad 


who by his. ill 


11 


du dl: 


brought the empire to the brink of deftruflioi 


His father 


* 


fay 


Pla 




left him 


de 


<X X 


6 


4 . i 


vaft 


P 


immenfe riches 


h 


innumerable for 


at many 
ces by 


t' 




fea and land : But he had not given him the means for prefer 
ing them, by teaching him the right ufe of luch power, 
ihis philofopher makes the fume reflections with regard 


D ar 

vs 


d Xerxes. The former 


'i. 


tad not been 


> 


being the foil of a k 




lynnces 




5 


brought up in 

but a fc ended the tli 


the fame e he min 


manner, 




s 
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duftry, great temper and moderation, a courage little inferior 
to that of Cyrus, and by which he added to the empire almoft 
as many provinces, as the other had conquered. But he was 
no better a father than him, and reaped no benefit from the 
fault of his predecefior, in neglecting the education of his chil- 



was little better than a fe 


dren. Accordingly, his fon 
cond Cambyfes. 

From all this Plato, after having fhown what numberlels 

rocks and quickfands, almofl: unavoidable, lie in the way of 
perfons bred in the arms of wealth and greatnefs, concludes, 
that one principal caufe of the declenlion and ruin of the Per- 
Ban empire, was the bad education of their princes ; becaufe 
thofe firft examples had an influence upon, and became a kind 
of rule to all their fucceflors, under whom every thing hill de¬ 
generated more and more, till at lafl: their luxury exceeded all 
bounds and reftraints. 


SECTION tv. 


Their BREACH of FAITH, or WANT of SINCERITY* 

# 

We are informed by Xenophon r , that one of the caufes, both 

of the great corruption of manners among the Perflans, and of 

the deftruclion of their empire, was their want of public faith. 

Formerly, fays he, the king, and thofe that governed under 

him, thought it an indifpenfable duty to keep their word, and 

inviolably to obferve all treaties, into which they had entered 

* J * 


with the folemnity of 


th j and that even with refpefl 


thofe, that .had rendered themfelves mofl: unworthy of fuch 


treatment, through their perfidioufnefs and inflncerity : And 
it was by this true policy and prudent conduct, that they gain 
ed the abfolute confidence, both of their own fubjedts, and of 
all their neighbours and allies. This is a very great encomium 
given by the hiftorian to the Perflans, which undoubtedly be¬ 
longs to the reign of the great Cyrus j s though Xenophon ap¬ 
plies it likewife to that of the younger Cyrus, 


whofe 



rand 


maxim was, as he tells us, never to violate his faith, upon any 


r Cyrop. 1 . viii p. 239. 


s De exped. Cyr, 1 . i. p. 267. 



33 * 


! 'Qhap* IV. MANNERS OF THE ASSYRIAN 


&C 


r;i 


* ' «? 




'V 




V. 


r:- 


V- 


preten 


given 


ce whatfoever 




with 


gard either to any word he had 




any promife made* or any treaty 


he had concluded 


Tliefe princes had a juft idea of the regal dignity, and rightly 


w * 


* V 


dged 


* 


that if probity and truth were renounced by the reft 


of mankind 


3 


they 


king ; who being the bond and 


ght to find a fanctuary in the heart of i 

center, as it were, of fociety 


.v 


V* 


fhould alfo be the protestor and avenger of faith engaged 
which is the very foundation whereon the other depends. 
Such fentiments as tliefe, fo noble, and fo worthy of 


9 


fons born for government 




did not laft long 


of per 
A falfe pru 


dence, 

place. 

phon. 


and a fp 


artificial policy foon fucceeded in their 


Xnftead of faith, probity, and 


merit 


9 


fays X 


e which heretofore the prince ufed to cherilh and dift 


tinguifh 


5 


all the chief officers of th 


t began to be filled 


ho facri 


eft 


* 


3 


wno 


with thofe pretended zealous fervants of the king 
fice every thing to his humour and fuppofed inte 
hold it as a maxim, that falfehood and deciet, perfidioufnefs 

and 


erjury, 



boldly and artfully put in pra<ftic 


are the 


fhorteft and fureft expedients for bringing about his enterprifes 
and defigns, who look upon a fcrupulous adherence in a prince 
to his word, and to the engagements into which he has enter¬ 
ed, as an effect of pufillanimity, incapacity, and want of under- 


ftanding; and whofe opinion 




fhort 


5 


is 


y 


qualified for 
confideratioi 


government 

O 


* 


if he does 


that 

prefer 


man is un 


r 


-i A ? 


unions a 


nd 


of ftate, before the 


ft obfervation of trea« 


ties, though concluded in never fo folemn and 
ner. 


facr 


man 


The Afiatic nations, continues Xenophon, foon imitated 


their 


prmce 


b 




ame tiieir examp 




A 


and inftru£! 


clou 




ble-dealing and 


ry 


They foon 


violence, injuftice;, and 


impiety 


fr 


hemfelves up 


And from thence proceeds 


that ftrange alter 




and difference we find in their 


alfo the contempt the 


V 


ved for their fover 


% * 

o 


y 


which 


* ’ 


1 Cyrop. 1 . viii. p. 239 * 

E.TT’l to X.a.TZgyiX^tCrBcCl CJV CX'Ed'J/U.OW, O"0\T0fJ,OTC3TW oSov UsiTC ilvctl SlCt ry irr’togxu VT€ 3 


Cyr, 1 , i. p, 2Q7, 
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> both the natural confequence and punifhment of the little 
egard princes pay to ^the moft facred and awful folemnities of 

eligion. 


Surely the oath, by which treaties 


fealed and ratified 




and the Deity brought in not only as prefent, but as guarantee 


of the conditions ftipulated, is a 


moft facred and auguft 


t ^ 


▼ 

mony, very proper for the fubje&ing of earthly princes to the 
fupreme Judge of heaven and earth, who alone is qualified to 
judge them; and for the keeping all human majefty within 
the bounds of its duty, by making it appear before the majefty 


Noi 


w, if princes 


of God, in refpeft of which it is as nothing, 
will teach their people not to hand in fear of the fupreme Be- 
ing, how fhall they be able to fecure their refpefl and reve- 


ren 


to themfelves ? When once that fear comes to be 


guifhed in the fubjects as well as in the prince, what will be¬ 
come of fidelity and obedience, and by what flays or pillars 
mall the throne be fupported ? u Cyrus had good reafon to 


fay, that he looked upon none as good fervants and faithful fub 


jefls 


y 


but fuch as had a fenfe of relig 


5 


and a reverence for 


the Deity: Nor is it all aflonifhing, that the contempt which 


impious p 


who has no regard to the fanflity of oaths 




fhows of God and relig 


fhould fhake the very founda 


tions of the firmefl and beft eflablifhed empires, and fooner o: 
later occafion their utter deftruflion. Kings, fays w Plutarch 
when any revolution happens 


i 


in their dominions 


apt 


to 


complain bitterly of their fubjefls’ unfaithfulnefs and difloyal 


ty 


But they do them wrong; and forget, that 


them 


felves who gave them the fir ft leftons of their difloyal ty 
{howing no regard to juftice and fidelity, v 


y 



hi c h 


all occa 


lions they facrificed without fcruple to their own particular 


ter efts. 


u Cyrop. 1 . viii. p- 204 


w Piut. in Pyrrh. p. 39 ° 
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< 






♦_ 

k 


the ancient nations, fcarce have any been fo highly 


r > 

J. 


Ibrated, or furnifh hiflory with fo many valuable monuments 

tin ft * * 

nd illuftrious examples, as Greece. In what light foever lhe is 




tv 


mfidered, whether for the glory of her arms, the wifdom of 
r laws, or the ftudy and improvement of arts and fciences 
thefe fhe carried to the utmoft degree of perfection 
!ti may trulv be faid, that in all thefe refpeCts fhe has in 

ilieafure been the fchool of mankind. 


and 
fome 




><• 


r 


» . • 


very much affeCted with the hif- 
efpecially when we confider that it has 
tranfmitted to us by writers of extraordinary merit, many 
f whom diftinmiifhed themfelves as much by their fwords, as 


It is impofiible 
ry of fuch a na 


-Vh 

sS * v v . 

py their pens 


and were as great commanders and able flatef- 


linen 


excellent hiftorians. I c'onfefs, it is a vaft advantag 




r 


have fuch,men for guides 


9 


men of 


quiflte judgment 



confummate prudence, of a juft and perfeCt tafle 


7er 



and who furnifh 


aly the faffs and thoughts 


as 



the exprefhons wherewith they 




be 


ore 


•* g: 


nted 


4 

ut, what is more 


9 


furnifh all the proper reflections th 


accompany thofe facls \ and which arc the mod uieful ini 


Ifrovements refulting from hiftorv. Thefe are the rich 























ARTICLE I. 


IP 

A Geographical Description of Ancient Greece 

which is now the fouth part of Turkey 


A 

Europ 


ncient Greece 


j 


was bounded on the eaft by the ^Egean fea,. now cal 


led the Archipelag 


9 


fea 


the fouth by the Cretan, or Candi 


5 


the weft by the Ionian fea 


Illyria and Thi 


9 


and on the 


th 



The conftituent parts of ancient Greece 


are, Ep 


Pelo 


ponnefus, Greece properly fo called, Theffaly, and Macedonia. 

This province is fituated to the weft, and divided 


Epirus 


from Theffaly and Macedonia by mount Pindu 


S 9 


and the A 


mountains 


* • 

The moft remarkable inhabitants of Epirus are, the Molos 


sians, whofe chief city is Dodona 


9 


oracle of Jupiter 


famous for the temple and 


The Chaonians, whofe principle city is O 

i whofe city is Buthrotum, where 


9 


ncum. The Thesprotians 

was the palace and refidence of Pyrrhus. The Acarnanians 
whofe city was Ambracia, which gives its name to the gulf. 
ETear to this flood Adtium, famous for the victory of Augultus 
Caefar, who built over-againfl that city, on the other lide of 


the gulf, a city named Nicopolis. There were two little 
Epirus, very famous in fabulous flory, Cocytus and Acheron 


Epirus mufl have 



en very well peopled in former 


as 


X 


Polybius relates, that Paulus ^Emilius 


feated Perfeus 


) 


y 

the laft king of Macedonia 


9 


after 



a 


vmg 


de 


cities in that country 


the Moloflians 


5 


, deflroyed feventy 
the greateft part of which belonged to 
and that he carried away from thence no lefs 


than a hundred and fifty thoufand prifoners 

* Apud Strab. 1. vii. p. 3zz, 
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Peloponnesus 


This 


is 


> « 


peninfula, now called the Morea, 
only by the Ifthmus of Corinth, 
that is but fix miles broad. It is well known, that feveral 


Sioined to the reft of 

. r J 

. *r. 



/princes have attempted in vain to cut through this Xfthmus. 

. The parts of Peloponnefus are Achaia, properly fo called 


3 


whofe chief cities 


Corinth, Sicy 


9 


Patrae 


9 


&c 


Elis 


9 


111 


r 

which is Olympia, otherwife called Pifa 


5 


feated 


on the river 


Alpheus, upon the banks of which the Olympic games ufed 
to be celebrated. Cyllene, the country of Mercury. Mes- 
■senia, in which are the cities of Meftene, Pylos, in the laft of 


’which Neftor was born, and Corona. Arcadia, in which ftood 

i 

the cities of Tegea, Stymphaios, Mantinea, and Megalopolis, 



native place. Laconia, wherein ftood Sparta, 


or 


Lacedaemon, and Amyclaej mount Taygetus^ the river Eu 
rotas, and the cape of Tenarus. 


Argolis 


which was the 


city of Argos, called alfo Hippium, famous for the temple of 

Nauplia, Troezen, and Epidaurus, 


Juno; Nemea, Mycena 


wherein was the temple of AEfculapius. 


v 


GREECE, properly fo called. 

The principal parts of this country were, AStolia, in which 

were the cities of Chalcis, Calydon, and Olenus. Doris, Lo- 

CRis, inhabited by the Ozolae. Naupaclum, now called Le- 

panto, famous for the defeat of the Turks in 1571. Phocis. 

Antycira. Deiphos at the foot of mount Parnaftus, famous for 

e oracles delivered there. In this country alfo was mount 

* 

Helicon. Boeotia. Orchomenos. Thcfpia. Cheronea, Plutarch's 



native 


y 


pi 


at a 


^a, famous for the defeat of Marc! 


>*• a 


• * 


Thebes. Aul 


famous for its port 


5 


from 


hence 


Gre 


whan army fet fail for the fie^e of Ti 


Leuftra, celebrat 


: -:v 




ed for the 


* t 

1 * 


iftory of Epam 


Attica 


Megara. El 




ufi 




Decelia. Marathon? where Miitiades defeated the Perfian arm 

* t 

Athens 




j 

whofe ports were Piraeus, Municliia, and Phalerus 


mountains Hymettus and Cithaeron. Locris. 


■»»' 

.v 


* * 


► • »» 




Thessaly. 




1 .. (* 


r 


Were, Gomphi, Pharfalia 


The moft remarkable towns of this province 

, near which Julius Caeftr defeated 


► 


•Pom 


pey 




Magnefia. Methone, at the fiege of which Philip loft 


v» 


4 * 
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row ftrait 


his eye. Thermopylae, a nai 
of Xerxes’ numerous army by the vigorous relillance of three 


Booh r. 


famous for the defeat 


hundred Sp 


Phthia. Thebes. Lariffa 


Demetrias. Th 


delightful vallies ofTempe, near the banks of the river Peneus 
Olympus, Pelion, and OTa, three mountains celebrated in 



bulous ftory for the battle of the giants 

Macedonia. I {hall only mention a few of the principal towns 
of this country. Epidamnus, or Dyrrachium, now called Du- 
razzo. Apollonia. Pella, the capital of the country, and the na¬ 
tive place of Philip and of his fon Alexander the Great. iE- 

. AMelTa. Pallene. Olinthus, from whence the Olynthiacs 
of Demofthenes took their name. Torone. Arcanthus. Thef- 
falonica, now called Salonihi. Stagira, the place of Ariftotle’s 



* 

birth. Amphipolis. Philippi, famous for the victory gained 
there by Augullus and Anthony over Brutus and Cailius. 
Scotufla. Mount Athos ; and the river Strimon. 


The Grecian Isles . 

* 

There is a great number of i{lands contiguous to Greece, 

% 

that are very famous in hillory. In the Ionian fea, Corcyra, 
with a town of the fame name, now called Corfu. Cephalene 
and Zacyntlius, now Cephalona and Zant. Ithica, the country 
of ITlyfles, and Dulichium. Near the promontory Malea, over- 
againil Laconia, is Cithera. In the Saronic gulph, are TEgina, 
and Salamine fo famous, for the naval battle between Xerxes 
and the Grecians. Between Greece and Alia lie the Spora- 
des ; and the Cyclades, the moil noted of which are Andros, 
Delos, and Paros, anciently famous for fine marble. Higher 
up in the Aigian fea is Euboea, now Negropont, feparated from 
the main land by a fmall arm of the fea, called Euripus. The 
moll remarkable city of this ifle was Chalcis. Towards the 
north is Cyrus, and 'a good deal higher, Lemnos, now cal¬ 
led Stalimene ; and hill farther, Samothrace. Lower down is 
Lelbos, whole principal city was Mitylene, from whence the 
ille has lince taken the name of Metelin. Chios, Scio, renown- 
ed for excellent wine*, and, laftly, Samos. Some of theie bn t 

mentioned ifies are reckoned to belong to Alia. 


i 
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The ifland of Crete, or Candia, is the larged of all the ifles 


contiguous to Greece. It has to the north the -dEgean fea 

* 

the Archipelago ; and to the fouth the African ocean. 


i 


al towns were, Gortyna, 


Its 


princip 

tains, Di£le, Ida, and Corycus. 

all the world. 


Cydon 


5 


Gnofliis 


9 


its moun 


Its labyrinth is famous over 


Th 


Grecians had colonies in moil of thefe ides. 


They had like wife fettlements in Sicily, and in part of Italy 


towards Calabria y , which places are for that reafon called Grae 
cia Magna. 

2 But their grand fettlement was in Ada Minor 


ticularly in .fEclis, Ionia, and Dor 


JEolis 




y 


Cumae, Phocaea, El 


Of 


, and par- 
The principal towns of 

Ionia, Smyrna, Clazo- 
mene, Teos, Lebeaus, Colophon, and Ephefus. Of Deris, Hali- 
carnaflus and Cnidos. 

They had alfo a great number of colonies difperfed up and 

down in different parts of the world, whereof I fliall give tome 
account as occaflon fliall offer. 


ARTICLE It. 

bmsiON of the Grecian History i?ito Four federal Ac 

he Grecian hiftory may be divided into four different ages, 


ES. 



all noted by fo many 


memorable epochas ; 


all which together 

O 


include the fpace of two thoufand one hundred and fifty-four 


years. 



The fir ft age extends from the foundation of the feveral nettv 

% 

oms of Greece, beginning with that of Sicyone, which is 
the mod: ancient, to the fiege of Troy, and comprehends about 
a thoufand years, namely, from the y^car of the world 1820 to 


the 


year 


- °820. 


The fecond begins from the taking of Troy to tl 


hich period the Grecian h 


Darius, the foil of Hyftafpes, at v> 
begins to be intermixed with that of the Peril 


re uni 


of 


the fpace of fix hundred and fixty 
the world 2820 to the year 3483 
V:>lume II. 




years, 

d J 



tiic \ 


ar of 


Y 


* Strab. 1. vi. p. 253 


z Plin, 1 . vi. c. 5 
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The third is dated from the beginning of the reign of Darius 
to the death of Alexander the Great, which is the fineft part 
of the Grecian hiftory; and takes in the term of one hundred 


and ninety-eight years, from the year of the world 3483 to the 
year 3681. 

The fourth and laft age commences from the death of Alex¬ 
ander, at which time the Grecians began to decline \ 


and 


con 


tinues to their final fubjeCtion by the Romans. The epocha 
of the utter ruin and downfal of the Greeks may be dated, 
partly frcfrn the taking and deftruCtion of Corinth by the confal 
L. Mummius, in 3858 \ partly from the extinction of the king 
dom of the Seleucides in Afia, by Pompey, in the year of the 
world 3939 5 and of the kingdom of the Lagides in Egypt, by 
Auguftus, anno mtin. 3974. This laft age includes in all two 
hundred and ninety-three years. 


Of thefe four diftinCt ages, I fhall in this place only touch 
upon the two firft, in a very fuccinCt manner, juft to give the 
reader fome general notion of that obfcure period; becaufe 
thofe times, at leaffc a great part of them, have more of fable 
in them than of real hiftory; and are wrapped up in fuch dark- 

and obfcurity, as are very hard, if not impofiible, to pe¬ 



netrate: And I have often declared already, that fuch a dark 
and laborious inquiry, though very ufeful for thofe that are 
for going to the bottom of hiftory, does not conte within the 
plan of my defign. 


ARTICLE III. 

The Primitive Origin of the Grecians. 



n order to arrive at 


any 


knowledge concerning 


firft origin of the Grecian nations, we 


mu ft neceffarily fc 


ave 


recourfe to the accounts we have of it in holy feripture 


a 


Javan 


or Ion, for in 


the Hebrew the fame letters diffe 


r all 


rently pointed form thefe two different names, the fon of Ja 
phet, and grandfon of Noah, was certainly the father or 
thofe nations, that went under the general denomination or 

I 

Greeks, though he has been looked noon as the 



r 01 the 


a Gen. x. %. 



r* M 
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Ionians only, which were but one particular natioii of Greeks* 
But the Hebrews, the Chaldeans, Arabians, and others. 


give 


no other appellation to the whole body of the Grecian nations, 
than that of Ionians. b And for this reafon Alexander, 


m 


the predi&ions of Daniel, is mentioned under the name of the 
king of # Javan. 

' - 

c Javan had four fons, Eliza, Tarfis, Chittim, andDodanim* 


As Javan was the original father of the Grecians in general, 

no doubt but his four fons were the heads and founders of 

♦ 

the chief tribes and principal branches of that nation. 


which 


became in fucceeding ages fo renowned tor arts and arms. 


Eliza is the fame as Ellas 


9 


it 


rendered 


the Chaldee 


iranflation; and the word C, EX\> 7 VEC, which was uled as the com¬ 
mon appellation of the whole people, in the fame manner as 
the word "E^xag- was of the whole country, has no other deri- 

9 

Vation. The city of Elis, very ancient in Peloponnefus, the 

i 

Elyfian fields, the river Eliffus, or Iliffus, have long retained 
the marks of their being derived from Eliza, and have con¬ 
tributed more to preferve his memory, than the hiftorians 
themfelves of the nation, who were inqmiitive after foreign af¬ 
fairs, and but little acquainted with their own original; be- 


* 


caufe as they had little or no knowledge of the true religior 
they did not carry their inquiries fo high. Upon which ac¬ 
count, they themfelves derived the words Hellenes and lones 
From another fountain, as we fliall fee in the fequel; for I 


think myfelf obliged 
alfo in this refpedh 


5 


forne account of their opin 


Tarfis was the fecond fon of Javan. He fettled 




as 


his 


% 

brethren did, in fome part of Greece, perhaps in Achaia 
the neighbouring provinces, as Eliza did in Peloponnefus- 


9 


or 



is not to be doubted but that Chi 


t 




father of 


the Macedonians, according to the authority of the firft book 
of the Maccabees, d in the beginning of which it is faid, that 
Alexander, the fon of Philip the Macedonian, went out of his 

Y ij 


Dan 


c 


Gen. x. 4. 


d I Macc. i. I 


9 Hircus caprarmn rex Gracciae ; in the Hebrew, rex Javan. 
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country 




which was that of Cetthim 




Chittim 




make 


war againft D 


3 


king of Perfia. And in the eighth chap 


ter, fpeaking of the Romans and their victories over the laffc 


kings of Macedon 
tioned princes are 


[a, Philip and Per feus f, the 
called Kings of the Cetheans 


laft 


men 


Dodanim. It is very probable, that Theffaly and Ep 


he portion of the fourth fon of J 


The impious worfhip 


any certainty concerning- 


> 


of Jupiter of Dodona, as well as the city of Bodona £ itfelf, 
are proofs that fome remembrance of Bodanim had remained 
with the people, who derived their firft eftablifhment and ori¬ 
gin from him. 

This is all that can be faid with 
the true origin of the Grecian nations. The holy fcriptur 
whofe defign is not to fatisfy our curiolity, but to nourifh and 
improve our piety, after fcattering thefe few rays of light leaves 
us in utter darknefs concerning the reft of their hiftory*, which 
therefore can only be collected from profane authors. 

If we may believe e Pliny, the Grecians were fo called from 
the name of an ancient king, of whom they had but a 
uncertain tradition. Homer, in his poems, calls them Helle 



nes, Danai, Argives, and Achaians 
the woi 


It is ob 


3 


that the 


word Graecus is not once ufed in Virgil 
The exceeding rufticity of the firft Greci 


ans would appear 

incredible, if we could call in queftion the testimony of their 
own hiftorians upon that article. But a people fo vain or their 


origin, as to adorn it by fidtion and fable, we may be fare 
would never think of inventing any thing in its diiparagement. 


Who f would imagine that the people, to whom the wond is 


indebted for all her knowledge in literatur 


r* 


and the iciences, 


fhould be defcended from mere favages 


J 


who knew no ether 

And 


of agriculture? 


law than force, and were ignorant even 
yet this appears plainly to be the cafe, from the divine honouis 

they decreed to the perfon s who firft taught them to feea up- 

a more delicate and wholefomc nourifhment than 


on acorns, as 


e .Lib. iv. c. 7 . 


f Pan fan. I- viii. p. 455 ?45 6 * 


5 Pekfgus. 


* Epreffus de terra Oethini. 


j Philippum et Pcrieum Ccthuorum reejem 


Ver 


r 


| AcoS'&jvv a.7ro AxSotv* Td At'jg £ 


btcphai.as 


I 




. rf X \ t 
»» ■ 

' '***> s 
fZi- • 


# j 


r 
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herbs 


Th 


/O 1 + 


was 


* 

ftill a great diftance from this firft improve 


jnent to a ftate of urbanity and politenefs. Nor did they in¬ 
deed arrive at the latter, till after a long procefs of time. 

The weakeft were not the laft to underhand the neccflity 
of living together in fociety, in order to defend themfelves a- 
gainft violence and oppreftion. At firft they built fingle houfes 
at a diftance from one another ; the number of which infenft- 
bly increafing, formed in time towns and cities. But the bare 
living together in fociety was not ftlfticient to polilh fuch a 
people. Egypt and Phoenicia had the honour of doing this. 
Both h thefe nations contributed to inftruct and civilize the 

Grecians, by the colonies they fent among them. The latter 

/ 

taught them navigation, writing, and commerce; the former 
the knowledge of their laws and polity, gave them a tafte for 


arts and fciences, and initiated them into their myfteries. 


1 



her infant ftate 


5 


was 


pofed to great commo 


tions and frequent revolutions; becaufe, as the people had no 
fettled correfpondence, and no fuperior power to give laws to 
the reft, every thine was determined by force and violence. The 

, which they 


neighbours 


ftrongeft invaded the lands of their 


thought moft fertile and delightful, and difpoflefted the 


1 


<x 


w 


ful owners, who were obliged to feek new fettlements elfe 
where. As Attica was a dry and barren country, its inliabi 


tants 



2 



* 

not the fame invalions and outrages to fear 


* 


<x 


nd 


therefore confequentiy kept themfelves in pofieftion of their 
ancient territories; for which realon they took the name of 

that is, men born in the country where they lived. 


to diftinguifh themfelves from the reft of the nations, that had 


almoft all tranfplanted themfelves from place to place. 
Such were in general the firft beginnings of 



ce. 




muft now eifter into a more particular detail, and give a brief 


account of th 




eftablifhment of the feveral different ftates 




whereof the whole country coniifted. 


Yiij 


h Herod. 1 . v. c. 58. et 1 . v. c. j8 

1 l'liuc) J. lib. i. 2. 


Co 


9 

Plin.I. v. c. 12. ct 1 . vii. c. 56 
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ARTICLE IV. 

The Different States, into which Greece was Divider 



t 

thofe early times kingdoms were but inconfiderable 




and 

pf very finall extent, the title of kingdom being often given to 
a lingle city, with a few leagues of land depending upon it. 

k Sicyon. The moft ancient kingdom of Greece was that 
of Sicyon; whofe beginning is placed by Eufebius thirteen hun¬ 
dred and thirteen years before the firft Olympiad. Its dura 

i 

tion is believed to have been about a thoufand years. 

1 Argos. The kingdom of Argos, in Peloponnefus, began a 
thoufand and eighty years before the firft Olympiad, in the 
time .of Abraham. The firft king of it was Inachus. His 




fucceftors were, his fon Phoroneus 


> 


A?is 


5 


Argus, from whom 


the country took its name; and after feveral others, Gelanor 




who was dethroned and expelled his kingdom by Danaus, the 

* 

Egyptian. m The fucceftors of this laft were firft Lynceus, the 
fon of his brother Aigyptus, who alone, of fifty brothers, e*» 
fcaped the cruelty of the Danaides *, then Abas, Proetus, and 

Acrisius. 

/ 

Of Danae, daughter to the laft, was born Perfeus, who hav¬ 


ing 


, when he was grown tip, unfortunately killed his grand¬ 
father, Acriftus, and not being able to bear the fight of Argos, 
where he committed that involuntary murder, withdrew to 
Mycenae, and there fixed the feat of his kingdom. 


Mycenae. Perfeus then tranflated the feat of the kingdom 


from Argos to Mycenae. 


♦ 

He left feveral fons behind him 


* 


others Alcaeus, Sthenelus, and Ele£bry 


Alcaeus 

and 


among 

was the father of Amphitryon ; Sthenelus of Euryftheu 
Eletftryon of Alcmena. Amphitryon married Alcmena, upon 

whom Jupiter begat Hercules. 

Euryftheus and Hercules came into the world the fame day; 

but as the birth of the former was by Juno-s management ante¬ 
cedent to that of the latter, Hercules was forced to be fubject 


fc M. 1915. Ant. J. C. 2089. 

1 A. M. 2148. Ant. J. C. 1856. Eufeb. inChron. 

*»A. M. 2530. Ant. J. C. 1474. 
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* 

to him, and was obliged by his order to undertake the twelve 
labours, fo celebrated in fable. 


The king 




who 


gned at Mycenae, after Perfeus, 


were 


.Electryon, Sthenelus, and Eurystheus. The laft:, after the 

death of Hercules, declared open war againfl his defendants, 
apprehending they might fome time or other attempt to de¬ 
throne him \ which, as it happened, was done by the Hera- 

9 

clidae j for, having killed Euryftheus in battle, they entered 
victorious into Peloponnefus, and made themfelves matters of 
the country. But, as this happened before the time determin¬ 
ed by fate, a plague enfued, which, with the direction of an 
oracle, obliged them to quit the country. Three years aftep 
this, being deceived by the ambiguous expreftion of the oracle, 

they made a fecond attempt, which likewife proved friiitlefs. 

■ 

This was about twenty years before the taking of Troy. 

Atreus, the fon of PelQps, uncle by the mother’s fide to 

‘ 1 

Euryftheus, was the latter’s fucceftbr. And in this manner the 
crowmcame to the defendants of Pelops, from whom Pelo- 


ponn 


ftis 


3 


which before was called Apia, derived its name. 


The bloody hatred of the two brothers, Atreus and Thyeftes, 
is known to all the world. 

Plisthenes, the fon of Atreus, fucceeded his father in the 
kingdom of Mycenae, which he left to his fon Agamemnon, 
who was fucceeded by his fon Oreftes. The kingdom of My¬ 
cenae was filled with enormous and horrible crimes, from the 
time it came into the family of Pelops. 

■ Tisamenes and Penthilus, fons of Oreftes, reigned after 
their father, and were at laft driven out of Peloponnefus by 
the Heraclidae. 

n Athens. Cecrops, a native of Egypt, was the founder of 

I 

, he divided all the 


efta 


this kingdom. Having fettled in Attica, 
country, fubjeCl to him, into twelve diftriCts. He alfi 
blifhed the Areopagus. 

This auguft tribunal, in the reign of his fucceftbr Cranaus 
adjudged the famous difference between Neptune and Mars 
In his time happened Deucalion’s flood. The deluge of Ogy 

Yiiij 




n A. M. 3448. Ant. J. C. 1556* 
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Amphictyon, the third king of Athens, procured a con¬ 
federacy between twelve nations, which affembled twice a-year 
at Thermopylae, there to offer their common facrifices, and to 
confult together upon their affairs in general, as alfo upon the 
affairs of each nation in particular. This convention was cal¬ 
led the Aflembly of the Ampiikdyons. 

The reign of Erectheus is remarkable for the arrival of 
Ceres in Attica, after the rape of her daughter Proferpine, as 
alfo for the inftitution of the myfteries at Eleufis. 

0 The reign of ALgeus, the fon of Pandion, is the mob illus¬ 
trious period of the hi dory of the heroes. In his'time are pla¬ 
ced the expedition of the Argonauts ; the celebrated labours of 
Hercules j the war of Minos, fecond king of Crete, againfl the 
Athenians ; the borv of Thefeus and Ariadne. 

Theseus fucceeded his father Aegeus. Cecrops had divided 

Attica into twelve boroughs, or twelve diftricls, feperated from 

each other. Thefeus brought the people to underhand the 

advantages of common government, and united the twelve 

boroughs into one city or body politic, in * 

authority was united. 

* 


Codrus was the lab king of Athens \ he devoted himfelf to 

I 

die for his people. 

p After him the title of king was extinguished among the 
Athenians. Medon, his fon, was fet at the head of the common¬ 


wealth with the title of Archon, that is to fay, preddent or 
governor. The firfl Archontes were for life; but the Atheni¬ 
ans, growing weary of a government, which they dill thought 
bore too great a refemblance to royal power, made their Ar¬ 
chontes elective every ten years, and at lad reduced it to an 
annual office. 

q Thebes. Cadmus, who came by fea from the coad of 


Phoenicia 


that 


from about Tvre and Sidon, feized upon 


that part of the country, which 


afi 


v 


ds called Boeotia 


o A. M. 2720. Ant. J. C. 1284. 
p A. M. 2934. Ant. J. C. io;o. 


Q A. M. 2549. Ant. J. C. 1455 * 
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Jje built there the city of Thebes, or at leafr a citadel, which 
from his own name he called Cadmaea, and there fixed the 
feat of his power and dominion. 


The fatal misfortune of L 


on 


of his fucceffbrs 




d of 


Jocaffa his wife, of Oedipus their ion, of Eteocles and Poly- 
nices who were born of’the inceffuous marriage of Jocaffa with 
Oedipus, have furnifhed ample matter for fabulous narration 
and theatrical reorefentations. 


the 


Sparta or Lacedaemon. It is fuppofed, that Leliae, 
firff king of Laconia, began his reign about one thoufand hv 
hundred and fixteen years before the Chriftian era. 

Tyndarus, the ninth king of Lacedaemon, had, by Led a. 


Caflor and Pollux, who 


> 


beiides Hele 


d Cli 


temneftra, the wife of Agamemnon, king of Mycenae. Having 


furvived his two Tons, the twins, he began to think of chufin 
a fuccc 



lena. 


nor, by looking out for a hufband for his daughter He 
All the pretenders to this 


princefs 


bound themfelves 


by oath, to abide by, and entirely fubmit to the choice which 
the lady herfelf fhould make, who determined in favour of Me- 
nelaus. She had not lived above three years with her hufband, 



o 


fore fhe was carried off 



Ale 


xa 


nder Pi 


iris, fon of Priam, 


king of the Troj 


3 


which raoe was the caufe of the T 


war 


Greece did 


properly b 


to know 


P 


her united ffrength, till the famous liege of that city, where 
the Achillefes, the Ajaxes, theNeffors, and the Ulyffefes, gave 
Alia fufficient reafons to forebode her future iiibieclion to their 


pofterity. The Greeks took Troy after a ten years liege, much 
about the time that Jephtha governed the people of God, that 
is, according to Bifliop XJlher, in the year of the world 2820, 


us Chrift. This epocha is famous in hiftory, and ffiould 


and one thoufand one hundred and eighty four years before 

JeJi 

carefully be remembered, as well as that of the Olympiads. 
An Olympiad is the revolution of four complete years, from 


br 


a 


of 


elfewhere giv 


an 


Olympic games to another. We 
unt of the inffitntion of thefe <1: 


which were celebrated every four years, near the town of Pi fa 


3 


Other wife 


called Olympia 


n 

P 


4 6 
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The common era of the Olympiads begins in the fummer 
of the year of the world 3228, feven hundred and feventy-fix 
years before Jefus Chrift, from the games, in which Corebus 
won the prize in the races. 

Fourfcore years after the taking of Troy, the Heraclidae re¬ 
entered the Peloponnefus, and feized Lacedaemon, where two 
brothers, Euryfthenes and Procles, fons of Ariftodemus, began 
to reign together, and from their time the fcepter always con¬ 
tinued jointly in the hands of the defendants of thofe two fa¬ 
milies. Many years after this, Lycurgus inftituted that body 
of laws for the Spartan fate, which rendered both the legifla 
tor and republic fo famous in hiftory: I fhall fpeak of them at 

large in the fequel. 

# 

Corinth. Corinth began later, than the other cities 




have been fpeaking of, to be governed by particular kings, 
was at firft fubject to thofe of Argos and Mycenae ; at laft 
Sifyphus, the fon of .ZEolus, made himfelf matter of it. But 
his defendants were difpoiTeiled of the throne by the Heracli¬ 
dae, about one hundred and ten years after the liege of Troy. 

The regal power after this came to the defendants of Bac- 
chis, under whom the monarchy was changed into an arifto 
cracy, that is, the reins of the government were in the hands 
of the elders, who annually chofe from among themfelves a 
chief magiftrate whom they called Prytanis. At laft Cypfelus 
having gained the people, ufurped the fupreme authority, which 
he tranfmitted to his fon Periander; who was ranked among 


the Grecian fages, on account of the love he bore to learn 

, and the protection and encouragement he gave to learn 


me 


ed men. 


s Macedonia. 


It was a long time before the Greeks 


had 



any great regard to Macedonia. Her kings, living retired in 
woods and mountains, feemed not to be conftdered as a part of 

. They pretended, that their kings, of whom Caranus 
was the firft, were defended from Hercules. Philip and his 
fon Alexander railed the glory of this kingdom to a very high 
pitch. It had fubfifted four hundred and feventy-one years 


r A. M. 2628. Ant. J. C. 1376. 
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before the death of Alexander, and continued one hundred 
pnd fifty-five 

Jfcomans^ in all fix hundred and twenty-fix years. 


9 

more, till Perfeus was beaten and taken by the 


ARTICLE V. 

Colonies of the Greeks fent into Asia Minor . 

We have already obferved, that fourfeore years after the ta-« 
king of Troy, the Heraclidae recovered Peloponnefus, after 

having defeated the Pelopidae, that is, Tifamenes and Penthi- 

* 

Jus 

4 

4 

Mycenae, Argos, and Lacedaemon, among them. 

So great a revolution as this almofi: changed the face of the 

, and made way for feveral very famous tranfmigra- 


9 


fons of Oreftes} and that they divided the kingdoms of 


country 

tions; which the better to underhand, and to have the clearer 
idea of the fituation of the Grecian nations, as alfo of the four 
dialects 


9 


different idioms of fpeech 


5 


t prevailed among 


them, 

hiftory. 


it 


ill be neceffary to look a little farther 



ack into 


c 


Deucalion 


9 


who reigned 


in TheiTalv, and under whom 


happened the flood that bears his name, had by Pyrrha his 
wife, two fons, Helenus and Amphi6tyon. This daft, having 
driven Cranaus out of Athens, reigned there in his place. He¬ 
lenus, if we may believe the hiftorians of his country, gave the 
name of Hellenes to the Greeks: He had three fons 


) 


-ZEolus 


9 



Dorus, and Xuthus. 

■ 

-ZEolus, who was the eld eft, fucceded his father, and befides 
Theffaly had Locris and Boeotia added to his dominions, 
veral of his defendants went into Peloponnefus with Pelops, 
the fon of Tantalus, king of Phrygia, from whom Peloponnefus 
took its name, and fettled themfeives in Laconia. 


The country contiguous 


Parnafii 


fe 


the fhar 


of 


Porus, and from him was called Dor 
Xuthus, compelled by his brothe 


rs, upon 


fome particular 

difgufl, to quit his country, retired into Attica, where he mar- 


9 


ned the daughter of Evechtheus 
Whom he had two fons, Achaeus and Ion. 


king of the Athenians 


9 



tStrab. 1 . viii. p. 383, &c, Puulan. I, vii. p. Vj6. fee 
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An involuntary murder, committed by Achaeus, obliged him 


Peloponnefus, which was then called Eg 


which one part was from him called Achaia. 
fettled at Lacedaemon. 

Ion, having fignalized himfelf bv his victor 


y 


of 


His defcend 


by the Athenians to govern their city, and 
his name 

I 

lonians. 


was invited 


fo 


inhabitants of Att 


gave the 


were likew 


The number of the citizens increafed 


country 

2 called 


gree, that the 

lonians into Peloponnefus 

country they poiTeiled 
Thus all the inhabit 


fuch a de 


Athenians were obliged to fend a colony of the 

who likewife gave the name to the 


of different peopl 


of Pelop 




r. 




were united under the 


though compofed 


and lonians 


o 


f Acha 


Th 



He 


lid 


y 


fo uric or 


e years 


aft 


fne taKing of Troy 


folved ferioufly to recover Peloponnefus, which of right be 


longed to them. 


They had three principal leaders, fons 


Ariftomachus, namely, Timenes, Crefphontes, and Ariftode 


OI 


m u s 


3 


iucceeded him 


the 


laft dying, his two fons, Euryfthenes and 


Pi 


* - J -wwu A lUUUj 

The fuccefs of their expedition was as happy 

_I . i . __ 


their ancient domi 


juit, and they recovered th 


poilHiion of 


Crefi 


a 


Argos fell to Timenes, Melfenia to 
to the two fons of Ariftodemus. 
s were defcended from AEoius, and 

bad hitherto inhabited Laconia, being driven from thence bv 


tS Li c h 


nd Laconia 
Achaeans ? 


the Dorians, wl 
fus, after fome a 


ccompani 



which from them took the name of JEol 

Smyrna, a 


Heraciidae into Peloponne- 

g, fettlea m that part of Alia Minor, 

here they founded 


id eleven other cities; but the town of S 


ds into the hands of the lonians 


The zEolians be 


came likewife pofTefTed of feveral cities of Lelbos 


As for 


Achae.ms of Mycenae and Argos, being compel 


led to abandon their country to the Heraciidae 
on that of the lonians, who dwelt at tb 


y 


ey 


ized 


loponnefu 


Th 


part of Pe« 

latter fled at firlt to Athens their original 



y j fo m e tune afterwards departed 


r-> 


the conduct Nil 


and Androcles, both 


of Codr 


J 
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and feized upon that part of the coafi; of Afla Minor, which 
lies between Caria and Lydia, and from them was named Io¬ 
nia; here they built twelve cities, Ephefus, Clazomenae, Sa¬ 


mos, 


See. 


The power of the Atheni 


who had then Codrus for 


/ 


their king, being very much augmented by the great number 

of refugees that were fled into their country, the Heraclidae 
thought proper to c 


to oppofe the progrefs of their power, and for 

♦ 

that reafon made war upon them. The latter were worfted 


battle, but ftill remained matters of Me 






built Megara, and fettled the D 
room of the lonians. 


where they 


in that country in the 


W 


One part of the Dor 


inued in the country afte 

d ; the greatelt num 


the death of Codrus, another went to Crete; 

ber fettled in that part of Aha Minor, which from them was 

# 

called Doris, where they built HalicarnafTus, Cnidus, and other 


cities, and made theimeives mailers of the ifland of Rhodes 
Cos, &c. 


y 


The Grecian Dialects.' 


It will now be more eafy to 


rftand what 


ha 


to 


fay concerning the feveral Grecian dialects. Thefe were four 


in number ; the Attic, the Ionic, the Doric, and the JEollc. 
They were in reality four different languages, each of them 

perfect in ii 


s kind, and ufed by 


a 


nation ; bu 


derived from, and 
And this diver fit v 


h 




o 


u 


rounded upon the fame 




inal tongue. 

O 


languages can no ways appear wonderful 


confuted of diJfi 


na 


that did not depend upon 


y 


but had each its 


particular territories. 


i. 


Th 


Attic dialed! is that which 


fed 


A 


the country round about. This dialect has been chiefly 
by Thucydides, Arhtophancs, Plato, liberates, Xenophon, 

Demofthenes. 


u 


md 

Qd 




nd 


2. The Ionic dialect was aim oft tire fame with tire ancient 
Attic; but after it had palled into feveral towns of Alia Minor, 


u Strab. p. 39j. 


u If id - p. 65 j 
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and into tlie 


mans 


adjacent iflands, which were colonies of the Athe 


y 


and of the people of Achaia, it received 


tindlu 


j 


and did not come up 


fort of 


the Athenians" afterwards attained 

dotus writ in this dialed!. 


that perfect delicacy, which 

to. Hippocrates and Hero- 



The Doric was firft in 


people of Arg 


ufe among the Spartans, and the 


* 



it paffed afterwards into Epirus, Libya, Sici 


, Rhodes, and Crete. Archimedes and Theocri 
them Syraculans, and Pindar, followed this dialefl 


9 


both of 


The vEolic dialed! was at firft ufed by the Boeotians and 


their neighb 


9 


and then 


*d£olis 


9 


country in Afia Minor 


between Ionia and Myfia, which contained ten or twelve 


y 


that were Grecian colonies 


Sappho and Alcaeus, of whofe 


works very little remains, wrote in this dialed! 


We find alfo 


a mixture of it in the writings of Theocritus, Pindar, Homer 
and many others* 



ARTICLE VI. 

Tie Republican Form of Government almojl generally 

Established throughout Greece. 

he reader may have obferved in the little I have faid about 


the feveral fettlements of Greece 


that the primordial ground 


of all thole different Hates was monarchical government, which 


the moil: ancient of all forms 


9 


the moll univerfally 


ed and eftablifhed, the moil: proper to maintain peace and 


cord 


and which, as x Plato obferves 


formed upon the mo 


and of that gentle and 


del of paternal authority 

minion, which fathers exercife over their families 
But as the ftate of things degenerated by degrees 


moderate do 


9 


throtigl 


11 

i 


the injuftice of ufurpers, the feverity of lawful mafters, the 
furredtions of the people, and a thoufand accidents and revolu 
tions, that happened in thofe ffates ; a different fnirit feized 



the people which prevailed over all Greece, kindled 


defire of liberty, and brought about a general change of go¬ 
vernment every where, except in Macedonia ^ f<3 that monarchy 
gave way to a republican government, which however was di- 

x Plat . 1 . iii , dc Leg . p . 68o» 



■i*. 
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verfified into almoft as many various forms as there were dif¬ 
ferent cities, according to the different genius and peculiar 
character of each people. 


How 




there hill remained a kind of tinflure or leaven of 


the ancient monarchical government, which frequently infla¬ 
ted the ambition of private citizens, and made them defire to 

A 

become matters of their country. In almott every ftate of 
Greece, fome private perfons arofe, who, without any right to 
the throne, either by birth, or ele<ttic?n of the citizens, en¬ 


deavoured to advance themfelves 
violence ; and who. 


by cabal, treachery, and 


without any refpettt for the laws, or re 

U'eign authority, with : 


gard to the public good, exercifed a fovereign 

defpotic empire and arbitrary fway. In order to fupport their 
unjuft ufurpations in the midft of diftrufts and alarms 


, they 

thought themfelves obliged to prevent imaginary, or to fupprefs 
real confpiracies, 


by the moft cruel profcript 


and to facr 


fice to their own fecurity all thofe, whom merit, rank, wealth, 
zeal for liberty, or love of their country, rendered obnoxious 
to a fufpicious and unfettled government, which found itfelf 
hated by ail, and was fenfible it deferved to be fo. It was this 
cruel and inhuman treatment, that rendered thefe men fo odi¬ 


ous, and brought upon them the appellation of Tyrants*, and 
which furnifhed fuch ample matter for the declamation of ora¬ 
tors, and the tragical reprefentations of the theatre. 


Ail thefe 


and diftricts of Gi 


that Teemed fo 


tirely different from one another, in their laws, cuftoms, and 
interefts, were neverthelefs formed and combined into one foie, 
entire, and united body^ whole ftrength increafed to fuch a 


deg 



* 


to make the formidable power of the Peril 


der Darius and Xerxes tremble j and which even then, perhaps 

would have entirely overthrown the Perfian greatnefs, had th 
Grecian, ftates been wife 




1 


,a enougii to have preferved that union 
and conrord amon^r themfelves, which afterwards rendered 


6 


them invincible 



is the fcene which I am now to open. 


and which certainly merits th 




whole attention. 


This word originally fignificd no more than king, and was anciently the 
oi lawful princes. 
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We /hall fe 




the following volumes, a finall nat 


fined within a country not equal to the fourth part of France 
difputing empire with the moft powerful throne then upon the 

earth; and we Ihall fee this handful of men, not only makino- 
head againft the innumerable army of the Per dans, but difperf! 


routing, and cutting them to p 




as to make them fu 


ducing the Ferftan pride fo low 

conditions of peace, as fhameful to the conquered 
for the conquerors. 

Among all the cities of Gi 
cularly diftinguifhed themfel 


and fometimes 


re 


to 


* 


glor 


* 


there were two 




that parti 


ves 


9 


d acquired an authority and 


kind of fuperiority over the reft by the mere dint of their 


merit 


Cl 


nd conduct 


5 


As thefe 


thefe two were Lacedaemon and Athens 


make a conhderable fig 


and act an illuftrb 


part in the enfuing hiftory 




before I enter upon particu 


lars, I think I ought firft to give the reader fom 




genius, character, manners, and 


idea of the 


inhabitants. Plutarch 


government of their rcfp 


Ion 


in the lives of Lycurgus and So 


9 


will furmfli me with the greateft oart of 


hat I 


fay upon this head 


ARTICLE VII. 


The Spartan Government. 

Ltcurgus 


Laws eflabt'pbed by 


THERE is perhaps nothing 
and at the fame time more 
government of Sparta, an 


r. 


i pre 

credible 


ftory b 


tteft 





y 


hat rel 



difcip 




eftabli/hed 


^7 Lycurgus. y This legislator was the fon of Eunomus, one 
of the two kings who reigned together in Sparta. It would 


have been 


afy for Lycurgus to have afeended the throne af 


ter the death of his eldeft brother 


ho left 


him 


fon bel 


d 


and 


efteeft he was king for fome days. But as foon 


h;s filler-in-law was found to be with child, he declared, that 


tb 


crown belonged to her fon, if fl 


had 


on 


thenceforth he governed the kingdom only 


9 


an 


d 



as 


In 


his guardian. 


time 


9 


the widow fent to him underhand, that if 


y Plut. in vit. Lyc. p. 40. 



X VK 


mm- 

1 


v; k 7 »; v*. ./* 


IRP^ 

|gg»V j 


mum. 


\-\WM 4 fc* 
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i . *1 


Ife would promife to marry her when he was king, fhe would 

* » 

deftroy the fruit of her womb. So deteftable a propofal ftruck 


'X 


Bycurgus with horror 


however, he concealed his indig 


amuling the woman with different pretences, fo manao-ed 


4 

it, that fhe went out her full time, 


and was delivered 


As 


foon as the child was born, he proclaimed him king, and took 
care to have him brought up and educated in a proper man¬ 
lier. This prince, on account of the joy which the people tes¬ 
tified at his birth, was named Charilaus. 


r 


The ftate was at this time in great diforder 


the authori 


ty, both of the kings and the laws, being abfolutely defpifed 


and unregarded 


No curb was ftrong enough to reftrain the 


aiidacioufnefs of the people 
and more. 


which every day increafed more 


Lycurgus was lb courageous as to form the defign of making 


thorough reformation 


the Spartan government 


* 


be the more capable of making wife regulat 


travel 


feveral countries 


and to 


he thought fit 


in order to acquaint himfelf 


with the different manners of other nations, and to confult th 




moft able and experienced perfo 


he could meet with in the 


of government 


He began with the ifland of Crete, whofe 


bard and auftere laws were very famous ; from thence he pafi 


fed into Alia 


where quite different cuftoms prevailed 


y 


and 


* 


laft of all, he went into Egypt, which was then the feat of fci- 
ence, wlfdom, and good counfels. 

a His long abfence only made his country the more defirous 
of his return; and the kings themfeives importuned him to 
that effect, being fenlible how much they flood in need of his 
authority to keep the people within bounds, and in fome de¬ 
gree of fubje&ion and order. When he came back to Soarta^ 


authority to keep the people within bounds, and in fome de- 

gree of fubje&ion and order. When he came back to Sparta, 
be undertook to change the whole form of their government, 
being pcrfuaded, that a few particular laws would produce no 


being pcrfuaded, that a few particula 
great effedl. 

But before he put this defign in ex 
phos, to confult the oracle of Apollo: 




cution, he went 


T oh mu II, 


to Del-? 


where* after having of 

Z 


PJut. in yit. Lyc. p. 41* 


a Ibid. p. 42 


• 1 

k 

' . 
i • 
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fered his facrifice, he received that famous anfwer 


9 


in which 


the prieftefs called him “ a friend of the gods, and rather 
“ g°d than a man”. And as for the favour he defired of 
being able to frame a fet of good laws for his country, fhe told 


him 


9 


the god had heard his pravers, and that the 


common 


wealth he was going to eftablifh, would be the moft excellent 


Hate in the world 


On his return to Sparta, the firft thing he did, was to bring 
er to his defigns the leading men of the city, whom he made 


quainted with his views $ when he was affined of their 


ap 


probation and concurrence, he went into the public market 
place. 


accompanied with a number of armed men 


order to 


aftonifh and intimidate thofe who might defire to oppofe his 
undertaking. 

The new form of government, which he introduced into 

* 

Sparta, may properly be reduced to three principal inffitutions. 


I. The Senate. 

b Of all the new regulations or inftitutions made by Lycur- 
gus, the greateft and moft confiderabie was that of the fenatej 
which, by tempering and balancing, as Plato obferves, the too 
abfolute power of the kings by an authority of equal weight 
and influence with theirs, became the principal fupport and 
prefervation of that Hate. For whereas before, it was ever 
unfteady, and tending one while towards tyranny, by the vio- 
lent proceeding of the kings ; at other times towards demo¬ 



cracy, by the exceffive power of the people ; the fenate ferve 
as a kind of counterpoife to both, which kept the flate in a 

due equilibrium, and preferved it in a firm and fteady iltua 

■ 

-iion 5 the twenty-eight * fenators, of which it confifted, fid 


ing with the king, when the people were grafping at too much- 

power ; and, on the other.hand, efpouflng the intereffs of the 

people, whenever the kings attempted to carry their authority 
too far. 

Lycurgus having thus tempered the government, thofe that 


« 


b Plut. in vit. Lyeur. p. 42. 

This council confifted of thirty persons, mclacUng the two kings 
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came after him thought the power of the thirty, that compofed 



lenate 


S0t 

IVildlt* 

pm , 

Ipcheck upon them 

yi.*?** • 

tffu, 


drill ,too drong and abfolute ; and therefore 


, as a 


1 , 


* 

’i 


'a — 


U I 




.. 

2 K?. 


fcV* -* 
•XV; : 


M 


> they deviled the authority of the f Ephori, 
#bout an hundred and thirty years after Lycurgus. The Epho* 
r\ were five in number, and remained but one year in office* 
They were all chofen out of the people; and in that refpeft 


V* 


u 





condderably refembled the tribunes of the people among the 

Their authority extended to the arreding and im- 




prifoning the perfons of their kings, as it happened in the caffe 
fcof Paufanias. 




V' » 




1 • .► 


of 







r..r% 

• »• 


K : i 


ix 








The inditution of the Ephori began in the reign 

ompus \ whofe wife reproached him, that he would 

leave his children the regal authority in a worfe condition than 

he had received it: On the contrary, faid he, I fhall leave it 

them in a much better condition, as it will be more permanent 
and lading 

The Spartan government then was not purely monarchical. 

The nobility had a great fhare in it, and the people were not 
excluded. 


Each part of this body politic, in proportion as it 
Contributed to the public good, found in it their advantage; 

intondancy of 



that in fpite of the natural redledhefs and 
tfian’s heart, which is always thirding after novelty and chang 


,r 

9 





is never cured 


of its difguft to uniformity 


9 


Lacedaemon 




gerfevered for above feVen hundred years in the exa£t obferv 


ance of her laws. 


II. The 'Division of the Lands , and the Prohibition of 

Gold and Silver Monet. 

c T&e fecond and the bolded inditution of Lycurgus, 


was 


4 m 
■v-i 


• ♦ 




« ♦ 




the dividon of the lands, which he looked upon as abfolutely 
tieceflary for eftablifhing peace and good order in the common¬ 
wealth. The major part of the people were fo poor, that they 
had not one inch of land of their own, whild a fmall number 


of particular perfons were poflefled of all the lands and wealth 


of the country 


order therefore to banifh infolence 


envy. 


fraud, luxury, and two other didempers of the date, dill great 

Z ij 


c Plut. in vit. Lyc. p. 44. 
f The word fignifies comptroller, or infpe&or. 
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er and more ancient than thofe, I mean extreme poverty, and 
exceffive wealth, he perfuaded the citizens to give up all their 

lands to the commonwealth, and to make a new divifion of 

% 

them, that they might all live together in a perfect equality, 

4 

and that no pre-eminences or honours ihould be given but to 
virtue and merit alone. 

This fcheme, as extraordinary as it was, was immediately 

executed. Lycurgus divided the lands of Laconia into thirty 

* ♦ 

thoufand parts, which he distributed among the inhabitants of 
the country 5 and the territories of Sparta into nine thoufand 
partsi which he diftributed among an equal number of citizens. 

It is faid, that fome years after, as Lycurgus was returning from 

■ 

a long journey, and palling through the lands of Laconia, in the 
time of harveft, and obferving, as he went along, the perfect 
equality of the reaped corn,, he turned towards thofe that were 

with him, and faid finding, u 


P 

Does not Laconia look like the 




poflefiion of feveral brothers, who have juft been dividing 

“ their inheritance amongft them?” 

• * # 

After having divided their immoveables, he undertook like- 

wife to make the fame equal divifion of all their moveable 

goods and chattels), that he might utterly banifti from among 

them all manner of inequality. But perceiving that this would 

it. he en- 


For firft he cried down all gold and fiver money, and 


4 

go more againft the grain, if he went openly about 
deavoured to effect it, by fapping the very foundations of 

rice. 

ordained, that no other fh'ould be current than that of iror 
which he made fo very heavy, and fixed at fo low a rate, that 
cart and two oxen were necefiary to carry home a fum of u 


minas 


9 

and a whole chamber to keep 


The next thing he did, was to baniih all ufelefs and fup 


ftuous arts from Sparta 


But if he had 


done this, moft of 


them would have funk of themfelves, and difappeared with 
the gold and filver money becaufe the tradefmen and artifi¬ 
cers would have found no vent for their commodities j and 
this iron money had no currency among any other ot the Gre- 


* Five hundred livres French, about L. *o Englifh, 
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V 




u 


* ♦* . 




»' 


dan ftates, who were fo far from efteeming it, that it became 
the fubjeft of their banter and ridicule. 


.# 






III 


Of Public Meals 




\ . * 




v r- 








Lycurgus, beihg defirous to make a yet more efieiftual war 
Upon foftnefs and luxury, arid utterly to extirpate the love of 

, which was that of public 




riches, made a third 


'r 

meals 


gulation 




rhat he might entirely fupprefs all the magnific 


and extravagance of expenlive tables, he ordained, that all the 
citizens fhould eat together of the fame common victuals, 

which the law prefcribed, and exprefsly forbade all private eat- 
ihg at their own houfes. 

By this fettlement of public and common meals, and this 


frugality and fimplicity in eating, it may be faid, that he made 


riches in fome meafure change their very 


by putting 


them out of a * condition of being defired or ftolen, or of 
riching their pofiefiors : For there was no way left for a man 
to ufe or enjoy this opulence, or even to make-any fhow of 


it 


* 

5 


J 


any 


# «/ 
fince the poor and the rich eat together in the fame pla 

and none were allowed to appear at the public eating-rooms 

after having taken care to fill themfelves with other diet 

becaufe every body prefent took particular notice of 

that did not eat or drink, and the whole company was fure to 

reproach him with the delicacy and intemperance that made 

him defpife the common food and public table. 

r Tile r ich were extremely enraged at this regulation; and it 
was upon this occafion, that in a tumult of the people a young 


fellow 


$ 


named Alexander, ffcruck 


one of Lycurgus’ ey 


The people, provoked at fuch an outrage, delivered the youn 


t? 


?nan into Lycurgus’ hands, who knew how to revenge himfelf 


m a proper manner: For, by the extraordinary kindnefs and 
gentlenefs with which he treated him, he made the violent 
and hot-headed young man in a little time become very mo¬ 
derate and wile. The tables confilfed of about fifteen perfons 

3 where none could be admitted but with the confent o 


each 



\ 


d Plut . in vit . Lye . p . 45 


r7 • * • 
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the whole company. Each perfon furnifhed every month a 
bufhel of flower, eight meafures of wine* five pounds of cheefe, 
two pounds and a half of figs, and a fmall fum of monev for 
preparing and cooking the vi&uals. Every one, without ex¬ 


ception 


pf perfons, was obliged 


to be at the common meal 


And a long time after the making of thefe regulat 


y 


king 


Ag 


y 


at his return from a glorious expedition, having taken 


the liberty to difpenfe with that law, in order to eat with the 

queen, his wife, was reprimanded and punifhed. 

* 

The very children eat at thefe public tables, and were car¬ 
ried thither as to a fchool of wifdom and temperance. There 
they were fure to hear grave difcourfes upon government, and 


to fee 



but what tended to their inftruCtion and im 


provement. The convention was often enlivened with ingeni¬ 
ous and fprightly raillery, but never intermixed with any thing 


vulgar or {hocking; and if their jefting feemed to make any 
perfon uneafy, they never proceeded any further. Here their 
children were hkewife trained up and accuftomed to great fe- 
crecy: As foon as a young man came into the dining-room, 
the oldeft perfon of the company ufed to fay to him, pointing 
to the door, C( Nothing fpoken here, muft ever go out there.” 

e The moft exquifite of ail their eatables was what they cal¬ 
led their Black Broth 5 and the old men preferred it before 

all that was 


fet upon the table. Dionyfius the tyrant, when 

s of thefe meals, was not of the fame opinion \ 

Ido 


he was at one 

and what was a ragoo to them, was to him very infipid. 


not wonder at it, faid the cook, for the feafoning is wanting 


? 



What feafoning ? replied the tyrant. Running, fweating, 
tigue, hunger, and thirft; thefe are the ingredients, fays the 

cook, with which we feafon all our food. 


Other Ordinances . 

When I fpeak of the ordinances f of Eycurgus, I do not 
mean written laws : He thought proper to leave very few of 
that kind, being perfuaded, that the moft powerful and ef¬ 
fectual means of rendering communities happy, and people 

e Cic. Tufc. Quaeft. lib. v. n. 98 . I Plut. vit. Lye. p. 47* 
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w 


virtuous, is by the good example, and the imprefEon made on 
the mind by the manners and practice of the citizens: For the 
principles thus implanted by education remain firm and im- 
moveable, as they are rooted in the will, which is always a 
ftrohger and more durable tie than the yoke of neceflityj and 
the youth, that have been thus nurtured and educated 


9 


be 




.i 


come laws and legiflators to themfelves. Thefe are the rea- 
fbns why Lycurgus, inftead of leaving his ordinances in writ¬ 
ing, endeavoured to imprint and enforce them by practice and 
example. 

He looked upon the education of youth as the greateft and 


inoft important objeft of a legiflator 


His grand prin 


ciple was, that children belonged more to the ftate, than to 
their parents $ and therefore he would not have them brought 
up according to their humours and fancies, but would have 
the ftate entrufted with the general care of their education, in 
order to have them formed upon conftant and uniform prin¬ 


ciple 


9 


which might 


tifp 


them betimes with the love of 


their country, and of virtue. 


8 As foon as a boy was born, the elders of each tribe vifited 
him j and if they found him well-made, ftrong, and vigorous, 
they ordered him to be brought up, and ailigned him one of 
the 


* 


nine thoufand portions of land for his inheritance 


9 





bn the contrary, they found him to be deformed, tender, and 
weakly, fo that they could not expe<ft that he 'would ever have 
a ftrong and healthful conftitution, they condemned him to 
perifh, and caufed the infant to be expofed. 

Children were accuftomed betimes not to be nice or difti- 
Cult in their eating; not to be afraid in the dark, or when 
they were left alone $ not to give themfelves up to peevifhnefs 

I 

4 

and ill humour, to crying and bawling \ h to walk bare-foot 


9 


that they might be inured to fatigue; to lie hard at nights ; 


S Plut. vit. Lye, p. 48. 


rj ••• • 

Z mj 

h Xen. de Lac. rep. p. 677. 




* I do not comprehend, how they could aflign to every one of thefe children 
one of the nine thoufand portions, appropriated to the eity, for his inheritance. 
Was the number of citizens always the fame? Did it never exceed nine thoufand? 
It is n6t faid in this cafe, as in the divifion of the holy land, that the portions allot¬ 
ted to a family always continued in it, and could not be entirely alienated. 






4 

3^0 HISTORY OF GREECE. Book V 

to wear the fame clothes winter and fummer, in order to hard¬ 
en them againft cold and heat. 

1 At the age of feven years they were put into the claffes, 
where they were brought up all together under the fame difci- 
pline. * Their education, properly {peaking, was only an ap- 
prenticefhip of obedience. The legiflator having rightly con- 
ftdered, that the fureft way to have citizens fubmiffive to the 

pinefs of a ftate chiefly conflfts, was to teach children early, and 
to accuftom them from their tender years to be perfectly obe¬ 
dient to their matters and fuperiors. 

k While they were at table, it was ufual for the matters to 
inftrudl the boys by propoflng them queftions. They would afk 
them, for example, Who is the honefteft man in the town ? 

What do you think of fuch or fuch an acttion ? The boys were 

. % 

obliged to give a quick and ready anfwfer, which was alfo to 
be accompanied with a reafon and a proof, both couched in few 
words: For they were accuftomed betimes to the Laconic ftyle, 

and writing. 

Lycurgus was for having the money bulky, heavy, and of little 
value, and their language, on the contrary, very pithy and 
Abort $ a great deal of fenfe comprifed in few words. 

1 As for literature, they only learned as much as was necef- 

fary. All the fciences were baniflied out of their country: 

. 

Their ttudy only tended to know how to obey, to bear hard¬ 
ship and fatigue, and to conquer in battle. The fuperintend- 
ent of their education was one of the moft honourable men of 
the city, and of the fir ft rank and condition, who appointed 

over every clafs of boys matters of the moft approved wifdom 
and probity. 

ra There was one kind of theft only, and that too more a 

* 

nominal than a real one, which the boys were allowed, and 
even ordered to pradtife. They were taught to flip, as cun¬ 
ningly and cleverly as they could into the gardens and public 
halls, in order to fteal away herbs or meat \ and if they were 

1 Plut. in Lyc. p. 50. k Ibid. p. 51. 

llbid.p.52. m Ibid. vit. p. 50. Idem inflitut. Lacon, p. 237* 

* rriv vrcufiiav Civ&.i (/.thlrw tvxt&tlus* 



law and to the magiftrates 


in which the good order and h; 
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ght in the facl, they were punidied for their want of dex 


terity 


fox 


We are told, that one of them, having dolen 




hid 


under his robe 


a young 

and fuffered the animal to gnaw 


v 


into his,, belly, and tear out his very bowels, till he fell dead 
upon the fpot, rather than be difcovered. This kind of theft* 



have faid 


> was but nominal, and not properly a robbery 
{ince it was authorized by the law and the confent of the c 


tizens. 


The intent of the legiflator in allowing it 


> 


was to m 


* * 


y 


with 


n 


fpire the Spartan youth, who were all dedgned for war 
the greater boldnefs, fubtilty, and addrefs; to inure them be¬ 
times to the life of a foldier \ to teach them to live upon a lit- 

% 

tie, and to be able to fhift for themfelves. But I have already 
given an account of this matter more at large in another treatife. 

The patience and constancy of the Spartan youth mod 
confpicuoutly appeared in a certain fedival, celebrated in ho- 
nour of Diana, furnamed Orthia, where the children before the 
eyes of their parents, and in prefence of the whole city, 0 dif¬ 
fered themfelves to be whipped, till the blood ran down upon 
the altar of this cruel goddefs, where fometimes they expired 
under the drokes, and all this without uttering the lead cry. 


3 


or fo much as a groan or a dgh : And even their own father 
when they faw them covered with blood and wounds and rea- 
>dy to expire, exhorted them to perfevere to the end with con- 
dancy and refolution. Plutarch aiTures us, that he had feen 
with* his own eyes a great many children lofe their lives 011 
thefe cruel occadons. Hence it is, that p Horace gives the e- 
pithet of patient to the city of Lacedaemon, (c Patiens Lace- 


C( 


daemon 




, and another author makes a man, who had re 


ceived three drokes of a dick without complaining, fay 




u 


Tres 




plagas Spartana nobilitate concoxi. 




The mod ufual occupation of the Lacedaen 


was 


hunting, and other bodily exercifes. They were forbid to ex- 
ercife any mechanic art. The Elotae, who were a fort of 
Haves, tilled their land for them, for which they paid them a 

certain revenue. 


n 


Man. d’Etud. Tom 
Ode vii. lib. i. / 


p- 4 7i. 


o 


Tufc. Quaeft 


9 9 


34 
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r Lycurgus would have his citizens enjoy a great deal of lei- 
fure : They hjad large common-halls, where the people ufed to 
meet to converfe together : And though their difcourfes chief¬ 
ly turned upon grave and ferious topics, yet they feafoned 
them with a mixture of wit and facetious humour, both agree¬ 
able and inftrufitive. They paffed little of their time alone 
being accuftomed to live like bees, always together, always 


> 


Pedaretus, having miffed the honour of being chofen one 


about their chiefs and leaders. The love of their country 
and of the public good was their predominant paffion: They 
did not imagine they belonged to themfelves, but to their 
try. 

of the three hundred who had a certain rank of diftin<5tion in 
the city, went home extremely pleafed and fatisfied, faying. 
He was overjoyed there were three hundred men in Sparta 
more honourable and worthy than himfelf.” 

9 

At Sparta every thing tended to infpire the love of virtue 






S 


5 


the a&ions of the citizens, their 


and the hatred of vice ; 

verfations, public monuments, and infcriptions. It was hard 

+ 

for men, brought up in the midft of fo many living precepts 
and examples, not to become virtuous, as far as heathens were 
capable of virtue. It was to preferve thefe happy difpofitions, 
that Lycurgus did not allow all forts of perfons to travel, left 
they fhould bring home foreign manners, and return infe&ed 
with the licentious ciiftoms of other countries, which would 
neceffarily create in a little time an averfion for the life and 
maxims of Lacedaemon. On the other hand, he would fuffer 
no ftrangers to remain in the city, who did not come thither to 

4 m 

fome ufeful or profitable end, or out of mere curiolity being 


afraid they fhould bring along with them the defeats and vices 
of their own countries ; and being perfuaded, at the fame tin*e, 
that it was more important and neceffary to fhut the gates of 
the town againft depraved and corrupt manners, than againft 
infectious diftempers. Properly fpeaking, the very trade and 
bufinefs of the Lacedaemonians was war: Every thing with 


them tended that way: Arms were their 



exercife and 


employment 


Their life much lefs hard and auftere in the 


r Plut. in vit. Lye, p. 55. 


s Ibid. p. 56. 
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camp, than in the city; and they were the only people in the 
world, to whom the time of war was a time of eafe and refrefh- 
ment; becaufe then the reins of that ftri£t and fevere difci 


♦ 

pline, which prevailed at Sparta, were fomewhat relax 



) 


and 


r- r 

i; •* 


i, 


Ci 


the men were indulged in a little more liberty. 1 With them 
the firfl and moil: inviolable law of war, as Demaratus told 

Xerxes, was never to fly, or 

* * 

riority of numbers the enen 


turn their backs, whatever fupt 
.y*s army might confift of; never 
to quit their poft; never to deliver up their arms 5 in a word, 

u This maxim was 


either to conquer 


die on the fpot 



1 ■ 


5 . 


important and eflential in their opinion, that When the 
poet Archilochus came to Sparta, they obliged him to leave 
their city immediately; becaufe they underftood that in one of 
his poems, he had faid, u It was better for a man to throw 
down his arms, than to expofe himfelf to be killed.” 

* Hence it is. that a mother recommended to her fon, who 


tt 


1 


t 


was going to make a campaign, that he fhould return either 
with or upon his fhield : And that another, hearing that her 
fon was killed in fighting for his country, anfwered very 




9 


« w 


I brought him into the world for no other end. 




This 


humour was general among the Lacedaemonians. After the 
famous battle of Leuffra, which was fo fatal to the Spartans, 
the parents of thofe, that died in the action, congratulated one 
another upon it, and went to the temples to thank the gods 
that their children had done their duty 5 whereas, the relations 
of thofe, who furvived the defeat, were inconfolable. 


If 


any 


of the Spartans fled in battle, they were diihonoured and dif- 
graced for ever. They were not only excluded from all pofts 
and employments in the ftate, from all affemblies and public 


diverlions; but it was reckoned fcandalous to make any allian¬ 
ces with them by marriage ; and a thousand affronts and in-* 

fults were publicly offered them with impunity. 

■ 

The Spartans never went to fight without fir ft imploring the 


t Herod. 1 . vii. c, 104. 


u Plut. in Lacon. inflifcut. p. 2 39 


w Cic. lib. j. Tufc. Quacfl. n-102. Plut. in vit. Agef. p. 61 a. 
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brought home upon their fliields 


egm. p 


Sometimes they that were flajn 
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help of the gods by public facrifices and prayers ; and when 
that was done, they marched againft the enemy with a perfect 
confidence and expectation of fuccefs, as- being afiiired of the 
divine protection; and, to make ufe of Plutarch’s exprefiions, 
(C As if God were prefent with, and fought .for them.” 

x When they had broken and routed their enemy’s forces, 

♦ 

they never purfixed them farther than was necefiary to make 
themfelves fure of the victory : After which they retired, as 
thinking it neither glorious, nor worthy of Greece, to cut in 

t 

pieces, and deilroy an enemy, that yielded and fled. And this 

♦ 

proved as ufeful as honourable to the Spartans : For their ene¬ 
mies knowing that all, who refilled them, were put to the 

l 

fword, and that they {pared none but thofe that fled, generally 
chofe rather to fly than to refill. 

y When the firll inftitutiqns of Lycurgus were received and 
confirmed by praClice ; an$i the form of government he had 
ellablilhed, feemed llrong and vigorous enough to fupport it- 
felf ; as * Plato fays of God, that after he had finilhed the cre¬ 
ation of the world, he rejoiced, when he faw it revolve and 

perform its firll motions with fo much jullnefs and harmony; 

% 

fo the Spartan legillator, pleafed with the greatnefs and beauty 
of his laws, felt his joy and fatisfaClion redouble, when he faw 
them, as it were, walk alone, and go forward fo happily. 

But deliring, as far as depended on human prudence, to ren¬ 
der thfem immortal and unchangeable, he fignified to the peo¬ 
ple, that there was Hill one point remaining to be performed, 
the moll eflential and important of all, about which he would 
go and confult the oracle of Apollo ; and in the mean time he 
made them all take an oath, that till his return they would in¬ 
violably maintain the form of government which he had ella- 
blilhed. When he was arrived at Delphos, he confulted the 
god, to know whether the laws he had made were good and 


fuflicient to render the Lacedaemonians happy and virtuous. 


The priellefs anfwered, that nothing was wanting to his laws; 


x Plut. in vit, Lycurg. p. 454. y Ibid. p. 57. 

* This paflage of Plato is in his Timaeus, and gives us reafon to believe this 
philofopher had read what Mofes fays of God, when he created the world; “ Vidit 

Deus cundta quae fecerat, et erant valde bona,” Gen. i. 31. 


* 
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And that 


5 


as 


long 


3^5 

Sparta obferved them, fhe would be the 


sr. 


moft glorious and happy city in the world, Lycurgus fent this 
anfwer to Sparta : And then, thinking he had fulfilled his mi- 


> 



I a 
*1 


* 

.'4 


• - 


s 


*v* 


much or more honour than all the reft 


he voluntarily died at Delphos, by abftaining from all 
manner of fuftenance. His notion was, that the death of great 
perfons and ftateftnen ftiould not be barren and unprofitable to 
the ftate, but a hind of fupplement to their miniftry, and one 
of their moft important a&ions, which ought to do them as 

He therefore thought, 
that in dying thus he fhould crown and^complete all the fervices 

which he had rendered his fellow-citizens during his life j flnce 

.his death would engage them to a perpetual obfervation of his 

v i 

f 

inftitutions, which they had fworn to obferve inviolably till his 
return. 

Whilft that I reprefent Lycurgus’ fentiments upon his own 

p % 

death in the light wherein Plutarch has tranfmitted them to us, 
I am very far from approving them: And I make the fame de¬ 
claration with refpeft to feveral other fa<fts of the like nature, 
which I fometimes relate without making any reflections upon 
them, though I think them very unworthy of approbation. 
The pretended wife-men of the heathens had, as well con- 
kerning this article as feveral others, but very faint and imper- 

or, to fpeak more properly, remained in great 


■£e£t notions 




darknefs and error. 


They laid down this admirable principle. 


That 


man 


which we meet with in many of their writings, * 
placed in the world as in a certain poft by his general, cannot 
abandon it without the exprefs command of him upon whom 
jhe depends, that is, of God himfelf. At other times 
looked upon man, as a criminal condemned to a 



* they 
melancholy 

from whence indeed he might defire to be relealed, but 


Vetat Pythagoras, injuffu imperatoris, id eft Dei, depraefidio et ftatione 


cbcedere 


Senetft 


Cato fic abiit e vita, ut caufam moriendi nachim fe effe gauderet. Vetat enim 
dominans ille in nobis Deus injuffu bine nos Jfuo demigrare. 


Cum 


sjuftam Deus ipfe dederit, ut tuno Socrati, nunc Catoni, faepe muftis 
(iius fidius vir fapiens, laetus ex bis tenebris in iucem iilam excefferit 
ilia vincula carceris ruperit; leges enim vetant: fed, tanquam a ma* 


Ncc taoien 


Quaeft 


eftatae legitima fic a Deo evocatus atnue emiffus exierit. Id. x. 



[ 
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could not lawfully attempt to be fo, but by the courfe of ju£, 
tice, and the order of the magistrate; and not by breaking, his 


chains 


and 



the gates of his prifon. Thefe notions 

are beautiful, becaufe they are true : But the application they 

♦ 

made of them was wrong, namely, as they took that for an 
exprefs order of the Deity, which was the pure effect of their 
own weaknefs or pride, by which they were led to put them- 
felves to death, either that they might deliver themfelves from 
the pains and troubles of this life, or immortalize their names, 
as was the cafe with Lycurgus, Cato, and a number of others. 



Reflections upon the Government of Sparta, and 

+ # % 

upon the Laws of Lycurgus 
. Things Commendable in the Laws of Lycurgus. 

There muft needs have been, to judge only by the event, a 
great fund of wifdom and prudence in the laws of Lycurgus $ 
fince, as long as they were obferved in Sparta, which was a- 


bove five hundred years, it was a mo ft ftourilhing and power¬ 
ful city. It was not fo much, fays Plutarch, fpeaking of the 
laws of Sparta, the government and polity of a 


city 


as the 


conduct and regular behaviour of a wife man, who pafles his 


whole life in the exercife of virtue : Or rather 




the 


fame author, as the poets feign, that Hercules, only with his 
lion’s fkin and club, went from country to country to purge 
the world of robbers and tyrants ; fo Sparta, with a flip of 
parchment * and an old coat, gave laws to all Greece, which 
willingly fubmitted to her dominion; fupprefled tyrannies and 


unjuft authority in cities; put an end to wars 


fhe thought 



t, and appeafed infurre£dons \ and all this generally without 


* This was what the Spartans called a Scytale, a thong of leather or parchment, 
which they twilled round a ftaff in fuch a manner, that there was no vacancy or 
void fpace left upon it. Theywrit upon this thong, and when they had writ, they 
untwifted it; and fent it to the general, for whom it was intended. This general, 
who had another flick of the fame fize with that on which the thong was „wifte 
and writ upon, wrapt it round that flaff in the fame manner, and by that means 

found out the connexion and the right placing of the letters, which otherwife 

fo difplaced and’ out of order, that there was n© poflibility of their being rea 

Plut. in vit. Lyf. p. 444. 
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moving a fliield or a fword, and only by fending a fimple am- 
baffador amongft them, who no fooner appeared, than all the 

l 

people fubniitted, and flocked about him like fo many bees 
about their monarch: So much refpeCl did the juft ice and 
good government of this city imprint upon the minds of all 
their neighbours. 
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i . The Nature of the Spartan Government. 

* 

We find at the end of Lycurgus* life, one Angle reflection 

» 

made by Plutarch, which of itfelf comprehends a great enco- 



»' 


/ 


mium upon that legiflator. He there fays, that Plato, 
nes, Zeno, and all thofe who have treated of the eftablifli- 
ment of a political ft ate or government, took their plans from 

the republic of Lycurgus; with this difference, that they con- 

# 

fined themfelves wholly to words and'theory; but Lycurgus, 
without dwelling upon ideas and theoretical fyftems, did real- 
and effe&ually inftitute an inimitable polity, and form a 



.H 



V 


*•* 


Whole city of philo fophers. 

In order to fucceed in this undertaking, and to eftabli£h the 
mo ft perfect form of a commonwealth that could be, he melt¬ 
ed down as it were, and blended together what he found b 
in every kind of government, and moft conducive to the pub¬ 
lic good s thus tempering one Ipecies with another, and ba¬ 
lancing the inconveniencies to which each of them in particu¬ 
lar is fubjeCt, with the advantages that refult from their being 

united together. Sparta had fometliing of the monarchical 

♦ 

form of government, in the authority of her kings: The coun 
cil of thirty, otherwife called the Senate 


> 


ariftocra 




cy 


\ and the power vefted in the people of nominating the fe- 

i 

nators, and of giving fanCtion to the laws, refembled a demo- 
eratical government. 


The 


of the Eohori afterwards 


Terved to reCtify what was .amifs in thofe previous eftablifh- 
ments, and to fupply what was defective. Plato, in more 
places than one, admires Lycurgus’ wifdom, in his inftitution 
of the fenate, which was equally advantageous both to the 
king and the people # ; becaufe by this means, the law be 
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came the only fiipreme miflrefs of the kings, and the 
never became tyrants over the law. 


kings 


E$ual Division of the Lands: Gold and Silver 

» 

• Banished from Sparta . . 

The defign formed by Lycurgus of making an equal diftri 

bution of the lands among the citizens, and of entirely ba- 

nifhing from Sparta all luxury, avarice, law-fuits, and diifen- 

fiohs, by abolifhing the life of gold and filver, would appear 

to us a fcheme of a commonwealth finely conceived for fpecu-: 

lation, but utterly incapable of execution, did not hiftory af- 

fure us, that Sparta adlually fubfifled in that condition for 
many ages. 

✓ 

When X place the tranfadlion I am now fpeaking of among 




the laudable parts of Lycurgus’ laws, I do not pretend it 
be abfolutely unexceptionable ; for I think it can fcarce be 


conciled with that general law of nature, which forbids the 
taking away one man’s property to give it to another; and yet 
this is what was really done upon this occafion. Therefore in 
this affair of dividing the lands, X confider only fo much of i 
as was truly commendable in itfelf, and worthy of admiration 


> 


Can we pollibly 


y 


that a man could perfuade the 


richefl and mofl opulent inhabitants of a city to refign all their 
revenues and eflates, in order to level and confound themfelves 
with the poorefl of the people; to fubjeft themfelves to a new 
way of living, both fevere in itfelf, and full of reflraint; in a 
word, to debar themfelves of the ufe of every thing, wherein 
the happinefs and comfort of life is thought to confifl? And yet 
this is what Lycurgus adlually effected in Sparta. 

Such an inftitution as this would have been lefs wonderful,' 
had it fubfifled only during the life of the legiflator; but we 
know, that it lafled many ages after his deceafe. Xenophon, 
in the encomium he has left us of Agefilaus, and Cicero, in 
One of his orations, obferves, Lacedaemon was the only city in 
the world that preferved her difcipline and laws for fo con- 
fiderable a.term of years unaltered and inviolate. “ z Soli, 




2 Pro. Flac. num. lxiii. 
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the latter, in fpeaking of the Lacedaemonians 


9 


CC 


toto 


ftf. orbe terrarum feptingentos jam annos amplius unis moribus 

* • 

c < e t nunquam mutatis legibus vivunt.” I believe though. 


v. 


that, in Cicero’s time the difcipl 


of Sp 


9 


well as her 


* 4 


power 


9 


very much relaxed and diminiflied: But, however. 


all hiftorians agree, that it was maintained in all its vigour till 
the reign of Agis, under whom Lyfander, though incapable 


’V 


r 


himfelf of being blinded or 


pted with gold, filled his 


country with luxury and the love of riches, by bringing into 


f 

it immenfe fums of gold and 


filver, which 


were the fruits 




of his vidi 




and thereby fu.bverting the laws of Ly 


✓ 

But the introduction of gold and filver money was not the 
firfl wound given by the Lacedaemonians to the inftitution of 
the legiflator. It was the confequence of the violation o 
other law ftill more fundamental. Ambition was the vice. 


that 


preceded, and made way for 


riie defire of conquefts 


drew on that of riches, without which they could 


propofe 


to extend their dominions. The main defign of Lycurgus, in 
the eftablifhing his laws, and efpecially that which prohibited 
the ufe of gold and filver, was, as a Polybius and Plutarch have 
jjudicioufly obferved, to curb and rcftrain the ambition of his 
citizens; to difable them from making conquefls, and in a man¬ 


ner to force them to confine themie 


within the 


ow 


bounds of their own 


A- 


J9 


without 


rymg 


their views 


t 

and pretenfions any farther. Indeed the goverment 


which 


r 0 . 


nd the frontiers of Sparta 


be eftablifhed, was fufhcient to de^c 
but was not calculated for the railing her to a dominion 

other cities. 


I 


b 


The defign, then, of Lycurgus was not to make the Spar 

To remove fuch thoughts from his fellow 


tans conquerors 


citizens 


3 


he exprefsly forbid them, though they inhabited a 


country furrounded with the fea 


fairs 


5 


have any fleets 


9 


meddle 


fight upon the fea 


maritime af- 


They 


Were religious obfervers of this prohibition for many ages, and 
even till the defeat of Xerxes: But upon that occafion tney 


Volume II 


A 


I 


a Polyb. 1 . vi. p. 491, 


b Piut. in moribus Laced, p. 339. 
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began to think of making themfelves matters at fea, that they 
might be able to keep that formidable enemy at the 


diftance 


But having foon perceived, that thefe maritime 


greater 


mote commands 


* 


re 


corrupted the manners of their generals 

they laid/ that project afide without any difficulty, as we lhall 
obferve, when we come to fpeak of king Paufanias. 

1 i ^ ** 

When Lycurgus armed his fellow-citizens with fhields and 

it was not to enable them to commit wrongs and out 


lances 


rages with impunity, but only to defend themfelves again ft the 

invafions and injuries of others. He made them indeed a na¬ 
tion of warriors and foldiers; but it was only, that under the 

> moderation. 


ftiadow of their arms they might li 


juttice 


liberty 


* 


and peace, by being content with their own 


ritories, without ufurping thofe of other 


fuaded, that 




♦ 

and by being per 


city or ftate, any more than a ftngl 


perfon 


only 


hope for folid and latting happinefs, but from 
Men of a depraved tafte, fays Plutarch further on the 


fame fubjeft, who think 


larg 


extent of domi 


3 


othing fo defirable as riches, and a 
may' give preference to thofe vaft 


empires, that have fubdued and enflaved the world 


lence 



But Lycurgus was convinced, that a city had occaficn 


for nothing of that kind 


y 


in order to be happy. His policy. 


which has juftiy been the admiration of all ages, had no fur 


ther views 


than to eftablifh equity, moderation, liberty, and 


peace 


and 


was 


enemy to all injustice, violence 


y 


d ambi 


tion 


3 


and the pa (lion of reigning and extending the bounds of 


the Spartan commonwealth 


as 


thefe 


y 


which Plutarch 


Such reflection 
fperfes in his lives 

tial beauty confift, are of infinite ufe toward 


e e abl y 


3 


cl in which their greateft and moft eflen 


true notions 


of things, and 


3 


the giving us 


making us understand 


wire 


confifts the folid and true glory of a ftate, that is really hap 


py 


3 


as alfo to correCt thofe faife ideas we 


apt 


form of 


the vain greatnefs of thofe empires, which have fwa]lowed up 


kingdoms 


t> 


and of thofe celebrated 


their fame and grand 


conqu 


who owe all 


f-* 


violence and ufurpation 


c 


Pint, in vit. Lycur. p, jo 


* 


d Ibid, et in vit. Agefil. p-614. 
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. 1 The Excellent Education of their Youth. 

The long duration of the laws eflablifhed by Lycurgus 


> 


is 


inly very wonderful: But the 


4 

he made ufe of to 


» 


fucceed therein are no lefs worthy of admiration. The prin¬ 
cipal of thefe was the extraordinary care he took to have the 
Spartan youth brought up in an exatf: and fevere difeipline: 

the religious obligation of an oath, 
citizens, would have been a feeble 


For 


Plutarch obferves 


which he exacted from the 


tie, had he not by education infufed his laws, as it were, into 


CL 


nd made then: luck 


ifedtion for 


the minds and manners of the children, 
in, almoft with their mother’s milk, an 2 

tions. This was the reafon, why his principal ordinances fub 
filled above, five hundred years, having funk into the very tern 


per and hearts of the people, like 


flrong and good 


y e > 


that penetrates thoroughly. Cicero makes the fame remark 


* 


and aferibes the co 
much to their own 


ge and virtue of the Sp 


irtans, not fo 
al difpofition, as to their excellent 


ed 


« e 


Cujus civitatis fpe£lata ac nobilitata 


9 


non 


“ folum natura corroborata, verum etiam difciplma putatur 
All this fhows of what importance it is to a hate to take ca: 


99 


that their youth be brought up 


manner proper to 


nfp 


them with a love for-the laws of their country 


The great maxim of Ly 


which Anflotle repeats in 


exprefs terms, was, that as children belong to the hate, their 

education ought to be dire&ed by the hate, and the views and 

interehs of the hate only conhdered therein. It was for this 

reafon he defired they fhould be educated all in common, and 

not left to the humour and caprice of their parents, who 

fterally, through a foft and blind indulgence and a mihaken 

iendernefs, enervate at once both the bodies and minds of their 
children. 



At Sparta, from their tendered years, they were 


inured to labour and fatigue by the exercifes of hunting 


9 


and 


racing 




and accuhomed betimes to endure hunger and third. 


A a ij 


c Orat. pro. Flac. n. 63. 


f Polyb. I. viii. Politic; 




SI7 7 tzg; uxfdrx 5 la-^ufoi; KXTCc-^/xzvi?g, Plat. Ep. iii. 
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heat and cold 


9 


and 


what 


difficult to make mother 


be 


lieve 


9 


all thefe hard and laborious exercifes tended to procure 
them health, and make their conftitutions the more vigorous 
and robulf, able to bear the hardships and fatigues of war; the 
thing for which they were all defigned from their cradles. 


y 


was 



is 


4 . Obedience . 

But the moft excellent thing in the Spartan education 

its teaching young people fo perfe&ly well how to obey, 
from hence the poet Simonides gives that city fuch a * mag¬ 
nificent epithet, which denotes, that they alone knew how to 
fubdue the paffions of men, and to render them pliant and fub- 

miffive to laws, in the fame manner as horfes are taught to 0- 
bey the fpur and the bridle 




% 


by being broken and managed 
while they are young. For this reafon, Agefilaus advifed Xe¬ 
nophon to fend his children to Sparta, f that they might learn 
there the nobleft and greateft of all fci 
.command, and how to obey. 


y 


that 




how 


5 - Respect towards the Aged . 

One of the leffons ofteneft and mofl ftrongly inculcated up 
the Lacedaemonian youth, 


was 


bear 


g r 


reverence 


and refpetSt to old men, and to give th 


proofs 


occafions, by faluting them, by making way for them 


1 all 
and 


th 


flreets, s by riling up to fhow them 


giving them pi 

honour in all companies, and public alfemblies; but above all, 
by receiving their advice, and even their reproofs, with docili¬ 
ty and fubmiffion: By thefe charadferihics a Lacedaemonian 
was known wherever he came; if he had behaved otherwife, 
it would have been looked upon as a reproach to himfeif, and 
a dishonour to his country. An old man of Athens going into 


the theatre once to fee a play 


3 


of his own countrymen of¬ 


fered him a feat 


but when he came near the place, where the 


Spartan ambalfadors, and the gentlemen of their retinue were 
fitting, they allrofe up out of reverence to his age, and feated him 


S Plut. inLacon. Inftitut. p. Z37. 

* A re uaccr if/£.jOTo<;. thr’t ir. to fay, Tamer of men. 
f M.<x.8t)croy.evc{ ruv /xx%/xcx.ruv to KccMirov, dcQ^tdcu a 
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in the midfl: of them. # Lyfander therefore had reafon to fay, 
that old age had no where fo honourable an abode as in Sparta, 



Ii . Things Blameable in the Lapps of Lt.curgus . 

In order to perceive the defects in the laws of Lycurgus, we 
fhould only compare them with thofe of Mofes, which we 
know were dictated by more than human wifdom 

defign in 



this place, is not to enter into an exadt 


my 


examination 


ycur 


of the particulars, wherein the laws and inftitutions of JL 
gus are faulty: I fhall content myfeif with making fome flight 
reflections only, which probably may have already occurred to 


the reader 


y 


in the perufal of thofe ordinances 




among which. 

there are fome, that he will be juitly offended with on the firft 
reading. 


I . The CHOICE Ma.de of the Children that •were either to be 

Brought Up or Exposed . 

To begin, for inftance, with that ordinance relating to the 

l 

choife they made of their children; as which of them were to 
be brought up, and which expofed to perifli: Who would not 
be fhocked at the unjuft and inhuman cuftom of pronouncing 
fentence of death upon all fuch infants, as had the misfortune 
to be born with a confhitution that appeared too weak to un¬ 
dergo the fatigues and exercifes to which the commonwealth 
deftined all her fubjedts ? Is it then impoflible, and without ex¬ 
ample, that children who are tender and weak in their infancy, 
fliould ever alter as they grow up, and become in time of a ro- 
bufl: and vigorous complexion ? Or fuppofe it were fo, can a 
man no way ferve his country, but by the ftrength of his body ? 
Is there no account to be made of his wifdom, prudence, coun- 

fel, generoflty, courage, magnanimity, and, in a word, of all 
■ 

the qualities that depend upon the mind and the intellectual 

A a iij 


* Ey fend rum Lacedaemonium dicere aiunt folitum : Laccdaemone cffe hortff- 
tiffiimim domicilium fcnetfutis. Cic. de Sen* n. 63. "Ev covi KCKWirxyr^e 

Plut. in mor. p. 795. 
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faculties ? 


c ce 


tx 


Ornnino illud honeftum quod ex animo excelfo 


magnificoque quaerimus, animi efiicitur 


€C 


bus 


99 


corporis 


Did Lycurgus himfelf render left fervice 


honour to Sparta, by eftablifhing his laws 
generals did by their vi Glories ? 


9 


do left 


ifatui 


re 




and fo mean a fig 


, than the greatcft 
Agefilaus was of fo finall a 


his perfon, that at 


firft 


fignt of him the Egyptians could not help laughing; and yet, 
as little as he was, he made the great king of Perfia tremble 
upon the throne of half the world. 

But, what is yet stronger than all I have faid, has any other 


perfon 


a 


ght or power over the 


of men, fave he from 


not 


whom they received them, even God himfelf ? And do 
a legi/lator vilibly ufurp the authority of God, whenever he 
arrogates to himfelf fuch a power without his commifilon? 


That precept of the decalogue, which was 


of the law of nature 


nly 


ce Thou fhalt not kill 


79 


demns all thole among the 




verfally 


3 


who imagined they had 


power of life and death over their flaves 
Own children. 


? 


and even over tlieir 


2 


Their CARE CONFINED only to the BODY 


The great defeft in Lycurg 


laws 


9 


as Plato and Arifiotle 


have obferved 


9 


that they only tended to form a warlike and 


martial people. All that legiflator’s thoughts feeroed wholly 
bent upon the means of fixengthening the bodies of the people. 


without 


for the cultivation of their minds 


Why 


fhould he banilh from his commonwealth all arts and fciences 

• « 

which, befides many other % advantages, have this moll hap 
py effect, that they foften our manners, polifh our underhand- 


3 


ings, improve the 




and render 


behaviour civil 


teous, gentle, and obliging j fuch, in a word, as 
company and fociety, and makes the ordinary commerce of life 


qualifies us for 


agreeable 


? 


Hence it came to pafs, that there was fomething of 


a roughnefs and aufterity in the temper and behaviour of the 
Spartans, and many times even fomething of ferocity, a failing. 


Cic. 1 . i. de offi 


79 


Ibid. n. 76 


f Orcinesartes quibus actas puerilis ad humanitatem informari folet. Cic. Orat. 
pro. Arch. 
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# 

that proceeded chiefly from their education, and that rendered 
them difagreeable and ofFenflve to all their allies. 



•' ^heir BARBAROUS CRUELTT towards their CHILDREN 

It was an excellent practice in Sparta, to accuflom their youth 
betimes to fuffer heat and cold, hunger and thirft, and' by feveral 
fevere and laborious exercifes to # bring the body into fubjeCHoii 
to reafon, whofe faithful and diligent minifter it ought to be in 
the execution of all orders and injunctions 5 which it can never 
do, if it be not able to undergo all iorts of hardfhips and fa¬ 
tigues. But was it rational in them to carry their feverities fo 
far 




V 


as the inhuman treatment vie have mentioned ? And was 
it not utterly barbarous and brutal in the fathers and mothers 

to fee the blood trickling from the wounds of their children, 

% 

nay, and even to fee them expiring under the lalhes, without 


concern : 


? 




/ 




4 


The Mothers’ In hum a nit r. 


Some people admire the courage of the Spartan mothers 


5 


who could hear the news 


the death of their children {lain 


in battle, not only without tears, but even with a kind of joy 
and fatisfaClion. For my part I fhould think it much better, 

that nature fhould fhow herfelf a little more on fuch occaflons, 

* 

and that the love of one’s country fhould not utterly extinguifli 
the fentiments of maternal tendernefs. One of our generals 
in France, who in the heat of battle was told that his fon was 
killed, feemed to be much wifer by his anfwer : t( Let 11s at 


a 


u 


prefent think,” faid he, u how to conquer the enemy j to 
morrow I will mourn for tfiy fon.” 


Nor 


can 



5. Their Excessive Leisure. 

fee what excufe can be made for that law im 


pofed by Ly 


upon the Sp 


which 


u 


oined th 




fpending fo- much of their time in idlenefs and inacl 
the following no other bunnefs than that of war. 


and 


He left all 


A t « • • 

a uij 


* Exercendum corpus, et ita afficiendum eft, ut obedire coufilio ralioiiiqu 

pofiit in exequendis negotiis et labore tolerando. Lib. i. dc oftic. 11. ; y. 


r 
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the arts and trades entirely to the {laves 


w xiavt^ and Grangers t 

lived amongft them; and put nothing into the hands of the 


that 


tizens, but the lance and the fliield 


ger 


there was in fuffering the number of 


Not to mention the dan 


flaves, that 




increafe to fuch 



gree. 


to 


ten 


occafion of feditions and 


effary for tilling the. land 

become much greater than that of their makers, which was of 

among them; how many 
diforders muft men necelTarily fall into, that have fo much lei, 

lure upon their hands, and have no daily occupation or regular 

1 This is an inconvenience ftill but too common among 

the natural efFeft of their wrong 


labour ? 


nobility, and which 


ducation 


Except 


their lives in a moft ufelefs and 


the time of war, moft of our gentry fpend 


look upon agriculture 


profitable manner 


arts 


and what 

know how 

I 

fciences. 


iid 


LUJt , iU " l5 J aR d commerce, as beneath them, 
derogate from their gentility. They feldom 


They 


beneath them 


handle any thing but their fwords 


As for the 


they take but a very fmall tindture of them, juft fo 


much as they cannot well be without; and many of them 
not the leaft knowledge of them in the world 


0 _ -- —w-** sax w lfi iu, jiwi any man 

of tafle for books or reading. We are not to wonder then 


gaming and hunting, 

frivolous diicourfe, make up their whole occupation 
life is this for men that have any parts or underftanding 


S 



eating and drinking, mutual vifits and 

What a 


6 Their Cruelty towards tie Helots. 

0 

Lycl rgus would be utterly inexcufable, if he gave occafion, 

as he is av.cufed of having done, for all the rigour and cruelty 

exercifed towards the Helots in this republic. Thefe Helots 
were the flaves employed by the Spartans to till the ground . 

It was their cuftom not only to make thefe poor creatures 
drunk, and expofe them before their children, in order to 
give them an abhorrence for fo fhameful and odious a vice, 
but alfo to treat them with the utmoft barbarity, as thinking 
themfel/es at liberty to deftroy them by any violence or cru¬ 
elty whatfoe /er, under pretence of their being always ready to 

rebel. 
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Upon a certain occafton related by 1 Thucydides, two tliou- 
fand of thefe (laves difappeared at once, without any body’s 
knowing what was become of them. Plutarch pretends, this 
barbarous cuftom was not practifed till after Lycurgus’ time, 
and that he had no hand in it* 


7. Modesty and Decency entirely Neglected. 

But that wherein Lycurgus appears to be moft culpable, and 
what beft fhows the prodigious enormities and grofs darknels 
the pagans were plunged in, is the little regard he fhowed for 
jnodefty and decency, in what concerned the education of 
girls, and the marriages of young women 5 which was without 
doubt the fource of thofe diforders, that prevailed in Sparta, 
£S Ariftotle has wifely obferved. When we compare thefe 
indecent and licentious inftitutions of the wifeft legiflator that 
ever profane antiquity could boaft, with the fandtity and puri¬ 
ty of the evangelical precepts ; what a noble idea does it give 
us of the dignity and excellence of the chriftian religion ? 

Nor will it give us a leis advantageous notion of this pre¬ 
eminence, if we compare the mod excellent and laudable part 
of Lycurgus’ inftitutions with the laws of the go (pel. It is, 
we muft own, a wonderful thing, that the whole people fhould 
confent to a divifton of their lands, which fet the poor upon 
an equal footing with the-rich ; and vhat by a total exclufion 


of gold and (liver,* they fhould reduce themfelves to a kind of 

* 

voluntary poverty. But the Spartan 


leaiilator 

o 


when he en 


acted thefe laws, had the fword in his hand *, wl 


he 


word, u 


Blefted are the poor in 
and thoufands of the faithful through all fucceeding 


chriftian legiilator fays but a 
H fpirit,” 


generations renounce their goods, fell their lands and eftates, 
and leave all to follow Jeius Chrift, their mafter in poverty 
gnd want. 


1 Lib. iv* 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

The Government of Athens. The Laws of Solon. The 

Histori of 1 hat Re ’■ u£L2 1 from the Time of Sclon to the 
Reign of 1 )arius the First, 

that Athens was at fir ft governe4 
by kings. But they were fuch as had little more than the 



have already obferved 




name ; for their whole power being confined to the command 


of the armies, vaniftied in time of 


pe 


ace. 


Every 


man was 


mafter in his own houfe, where he lived in an abfohite ftate of 


independence, * Codrus, 


voted himfelf 


the laft king of Athens, having de 


die for the public good, his Tons Medon and 


Niieus quarrelled about the fucceftion 


this occalion to abolifh the 


The Athenians took 


much incommode them 
king of Athens; 


egal power, though it did not 


and declared, that Jupiter alone was 


at the very fame time that the Jews 


were 


weary of their theocracy, that is, having the true God for their 
king, and would abfolutely have a man to reign over them. 

, that Homer, when he enumerates the 


Plutarch obferves 


fhips of the confederate Grecians, gives the name of people t< 

j from whence it may be inferred 


none but the Athenians 


that the Athenians even then had 




great inclination to a de 
mocratical government, and that the chief authority was at that 
time vefted in the people. 

In the place of their kings, they fubftituted a kind of gover- 

But this perpetual 


nors for life, under the title of Archons 

magiftracy appeared ftill in the eyes of this free peopl 
lively an image of regal power, of which they 

of abolifhing even the very fhadow; for which reafon 


3 


re 



firft reduced that office to the term of 


3 


as too 


firous 

they 


years 


3 


and then 


that of one: And this they did with a view of refumin 0 ^ the 

' £> 


thei 


authority the more frequently into 
they never transferred to their magiftrates but with 


own hands, which 


Such 


limited pow 


this was not fufficient 


reftrain 


thofe tuibulent fpirits, who were grown exccflively jealous of 


their liberty and independence 


very tender and apt to be 


9 Codrus was contemporary with Saul. 



Mrt. VIII. 


HISTORY OF GREECE 


379 


fended at any thing that Teemed 


break in upon their equa 


lity, and always ready to 


ak 


umbrage at whatever had the 


lead: appearance of dominion or fuperiority. From hence arofe 


continual factions and quarrels 
concord among them, either ab 


There was no agreement or 
it religion or government. 


Athens therefore continued a long time incapable of enlar 
ging her power, it being very happy for her that The could pre 
ferve herfelf from ruin in the midft of thofe long and frequent 
diffenfions The had to Ttruggle with. 


inftrudt 


Misfortunes inftrucft. Athens learned at length, that true 
liberty confifts in a dependence upon juftice and reafon. This 
happy fubjeftion could not be eftablifhed, but by a legiflator* 
She therefore pitched upon Draco, a man of acknowledged 
wifdom and integrity, for that employment. k It does not 


therefore pitched upon Draco 


a man of acknowledged 


for that employment 


It does not 


appear 


that Greece had before his time 


any 


written laws 


3 


The fir ft of that kind, then, were of his pubiiihing ; the rigour 


Of which, anticipating 


were, the Stoical doctri 


fo 


that it punifhed the fmalleft o fFe 
enormous crimes, equally with death. 


g r 


w 


11 as the mod: 


Thefe laws of Draco, 


writ, fay 
fame fate 


Demades 


not with ink 


but wi 


blood 


had the 


ufually attends all viol 


things 

o 


Sentiments of 


humanity in the judges, companion for the accufed, whom 
they were wont to look upon rather as umortunate than crimi¬ 
nal, and the apprehenfions the accufers and witneffes were un¬ 


der of rendering themfelves odiou 


w — 

O 


to the peopl 


all thefe 


motives 


I fay 


concurred to produce a remiiTnefs in the 


of the laws 


which by 


means, m 


procefs 


of time 


3 


became as it were abrogated through difufe: And thus 


cefiive rigour paved the 
The danger of relapfi 


for impunity. 

nto their former difor 


made 


them have recourfe to frelh precautions; for they 
to flacken the curb and reftramt of fear, but not 


•11 


mg 


break 


In order therefore to find out. mitigations, which might make 
amends for what they took away from the letter of the law, 
they caft their eyes upon one of the wifeft and moil virtuous 


one 


the 


ifeft and moil 


perfons of his age, 1 I mean Solon ^ whofe lingular qualities. 


^ A» 1 VI* 3380, Ant. J« C. 62,4* 


l A. M- 34CO. Ant. J. C. 6040 
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and efpecially his great meeknefs, had acquired him the af¬ 
fection and veneration of the whole city. 

His main application had been to the ftudy of philofophy, 
and efpecially to that part of it, which we call policy, and 
which teaches the art of government. His extraordinary me¬ 
ga ve him one of the firft ranks among the feven fages of 

who rendered the age we are fpeaking of fo illuftrious. 
Thefe fages often paid vifits one to another 
Solon m went to Miletos, to fee Thales 
faid to Thales was. 


nt 



■ One day, that 
the fir ft thing he 
that he wondered why he had never 
defined to have either wife or children. Thales made him no 

anfwer then: But a few days after he contrived, that a ftran- 
ger fhould come into their company, and pretend that he was 
juft arrived from Athens, from whence he had fet out about 


him 


days before. Solon, hearing the ftranger fay 


> 


aiked 





there was no 


at Athens when he came away. 

. that 


The ftranger, who had been taught his leflbn, replied, 
he had heard of nothing, but the death of a young gentlema 


* 


whom all the town accompanied to the grave; becaufe 
faid, he was the fon of the worthieft man 
then abfent. Alas ! cried Solon 
how much is 


they 


the city, who wai 
interrupting the man’s ftory 

! But, 


is the poor father of the youth to be pitied ! 
pray, what is the gentleman’s name ? I heard his name, re 


plied the ftranger; but I have forg 


I 


remember 


9 


that the people talked much of his wifdom and juftice 
anfwer afforded new matter of trouble 2 


Every 


nd 


this 


quifitive father, who was fo juftiy alarmed. Was it not, faid 
he at length, the fon of Solon ? The very fame, replied the 
ftranger. Solon at thefe words rent his clothes, and beat 
his breaft, and expreffing his forrow by tears and groans, aban¬ 


doned himfelf to the moft fenfible affliction. Thales 


5 


feeing 


this, took him by the hand, and faid to him with a fmile : 
Comfort yourfelf, my friend \ all that has been told to you 
is a mere fiCtion. Now you fee the reafon why I never mar¬ 
ried : It is becaufe I do not care to expofe myfeif to fuch trials 

and afflictions. 

Plutarch has given us a large refutation of Thales’ reafon- 


m Plut. dc vil. Lycurg. p. 3 l, 04. 
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K ' 


A - 


• ing, which tends to deprive mankind of the moft natural and 

K ♦ 

reafonable attachments in life, in lieu of which, the heart of 
man will not fail to fubffitute others of an unjuft and unlawful 
nature, which will expofe him to the fame pains and inconve- 


1 


niencies 


The remedy 


fay 


this hiftorian 


9 


againft 


the grief 
>r of chil-» 


that may arrive from the lofs of goods, of friends, or 
dren, is not to throw away our eftates, and reduce ourfelves to 
poverty, to make an abfolute renunciation of all friendfhip. 


or to confine ourfelves to a ftate of celibacy; but upon allfuch 


accidents and misfortunes 


* 


make a right ufe of our reafon 


* / 

n Athens, after fome time of tranquillity and peace, which 
the prudence and courage of Solon had procured, who was as 
great a warrior as he was a ftatefman, relapfed into her form¬ 
er diffenfions about the government of the commonwealth, 
and was divided into as many parties, as there were different 
forts of inhabitants in Attica. For thofe that lived upon the 
mountains, were fond of popular government; thofe in the 
low-lands were for an oligarchy; and thofe who dwelt on the 
fea-coafts, were for having a mixed government, compound 





of thofe two forms blended together; and thefe hindered the 
other two contending parties from getting any ground of each 
other. Befld.es thefe, there was a fourth party, which con- 
fifted only of the poor. 


who were grievoufly haraffed 


and op 



preffed by the rich, on account of their debts, which the 
were not able to difcharge. This unhappy party was deter¬ 
mined to chufe themfelves a chief, who Ihould deliver them 


'h 


from the inhuman feverity of their creditors, and make an en¬ 
tire change in the form of their government, by making a 
new divifion of the lands. 

In this extreme danger, all the wife Athenians caff their 
eyes upon Solon, who was obnoxious to neither party; becaufe 
he had never fided either with the injufticc of the rich, or the 
rebellion of the poor; and they folicited him very much to 
take the matter in hand, and to endeavour to ptit an end to 
thefe differences and diforders. 


He 


was \ 


7 ery 


unwilling to 


* 


ake upon him fo dang 


commifflon: I 


j 


he 


\V Ay 


n Piut. in Solon, p. 85,86. 
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at laft chofen Archon 


> 


and was conftituted fupreme arbiter 
and iegiflator with the unanimous confent of all parties; the 
rich liking him, as he was rich, and the poor, becaufe he was 
honeft. He now had it his power to make himfelf king: 
Several of the citizens advifed him to it; and even the wifeft 
among them, not thinking it was in the power of human rea- 
fon to bring about a favourable change confiftent with the 
laws, were not unwilling the fupreme power fhould be vetted 
in one man, who was fo eminently diftingnifhed for his 
dence and juftice. But notwithftanding all the remonftrances 
that wei?e made to him, and all the folicitations and reproaches 
of his friends, who treated his refufal of the diadem, as 


pru 


an 


efFe<tt of pufillanimity and meannefs of fpirit, he was ftill firm 
and unchangeable in his purpofe, and would hearken to no 
other fcheme than that of fettling a form of government, in 
his country, that lhould be founded upon the balls of a juft 
and reafonable liberty. Not venturing to meddle with certain 


diforders and evils, which he looked 


upon 


incurable, he 


undertook to bring about no other alterations or changes, 
than fuch as he thought he could perfuade the citizens to 
comply with, by the method of argument and reafon; or bring 
them into, by the weight of his authority; wifely mixing, as 
he himfelf faid, authority and power with reafon and juftice. 


3 


Wherefore 


3 


when one afterwards afked him 


3 



the laws 


3 


which he had made for the Athenians, were the beft : (C Yes 
faid he* 




the beft they were capable of receiving. 


The foul of popular eftates is equality. 


But 


3 


for fear of 



the rich,, Solon durft not propofe any equality of 
lands and wealth; whereby Attica, as well as Laconia, would 
have refembled a paternal inheritance, divided among a num- 

of brethren. However, he went fo far as to put an end 
to the flavery and oppreftion of thofe poor citizens, whofe 

exceflive debts and accumulated arrears had forced them to 

/ 

fell their perfons and liberty, and reduce themfelves to a 



ft:ate of fervitude and bondage. An exprefs law was made, 
which declared all debtors difcharged and acquitted of all their 
debts* 
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°This affair drew Solon 


3*3 

troublefome fcrape, which 


a r . 

r J - 
<** 


"When he 


■ ♦ » 


t'vfy 

/><■>*- 
tv 


► 

gave him a great deal of vexation and concern, 
firft determined to cancel the debts, he forefaw, that fuch an 






. 

V 

* 


r*. 


"•f 


ediCt 


5 


hick had fomething in it contrary to justice 


y 


would be 


For which reafon, he endeavoured in 


extremely offenfive. 
fome meafure to rectify the tenor of it, by introducing it 


with a fp 


preamble 


y 


which fet forth 


great many very 


plaufible pretexts, and gave colours of equity and reafon 
the law, which in reality it had not. 


But in order hereto 


he 


whom he 


firft difclofed his deffgn to fome particular friends, 
ufed to confult in all his affairs, and concerted with them the 

I 

in which this ediCt fhould be expreffed. 


form and the 


y 


M 

Now, before it was publifhed, his friends, who were more 
interefted than faithful, fecretly borrowed great fums of money 


♦ 

of their rich acquaintance, which they laid out in purchasing 
of lands, as knowing they would not be affeCted by the ediCt. 
When this appeared, the general indignation, that was raifed 
by fuch ,a bafe and flagrant knavery, fell upon Solon, though 
in effect he had no hand in it. - But it is not enough for a man 
in office to be diffnterefted and upright liimfelfj all that mi 

round and approach him, ought to be fo too; wife, relations, 

♦ 

friends, fecretaries, and fervants. The faults of others are 
charged to his account: All the wrongs, all the rapines that 
are committed either through his negligence or connivance. 


are juffly imputed 


him 


9 


becaufe it is his bufinefs, and 


of the principal deligns of his being put 


fuch 


ft 


y 


to 


pr 


thofe corruptions and abufes 


This ordinance at ffrff pleafed neither of the two pa 


> £ - 
1 L 




difgufted the rich 


y 


becaufe it abolifhed the debts ; and difla 


tisffed the poor, becaufe it did not. ordain a new divihon of the 
lands, as they had expelled, and as Lycurgus had actually ef¬ 
fected at Sparta. But Solon's credit at Athens fell very lhort 
of that credit and power which Lycurgus had acquired io 
Sparta 5 for he had no other authority over the Athenian: 


9 


than what the reputation of his wifdom 


and the conhd 


* 


^ * 

. I 

' * 
♦ * 

■ 


of the people in his integrity, had procured him. 






°Plut. in. Solon, p. 87. 
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However 


1 in a little time afterwards this ordinance was ge« 

nerally approved, and the fame powers, as before, were con¬ 
tinued to Solon. 

i 

He repealed all the laws that had been made by Draco, ex¬ 
cept thofe againft murder. The reafon of his doing this, was 
the exceffive rigour of thofe laws, which infli&ed death alike 


upon all forts of offenders; fo that they who were convifted 

, or they that only had ftolen a few herbs 


of floth and idlenefs 


little fruit out of a garden 


> 


feverely punifhed 


> 


> 


as 


j 


thofe that were guilty of murder or facrilege. 

He then proceeded to the regulation of offices, employments 
and magiftracies, all which he left in the hands of the rich 
for which reafon he diftributed all the rich citizens into three 

, ranging them according to the differences of their in- 


9 


claftes 


comes and revenues, and 


ording to the value and eftimation 


of each particular man’s eftate. Thofe that 
have five hundred meafures per annum, as well 


found 


liquids, were placed in the firff rank; thofe, that had three 
hundred, were placed in the fecond; and thofe that had but 
two hundred, made up the third. 

p All the reft of the citizens, whofe income fell fhort of two 


hundred meafures, were comprifed in a fourth and laft clafs, and 
were never admitted into any employments. But, in order 
to make them amends for this exclufion from offices, he left 
them a right to vote in the affemblies and judgments of the 
people; which at firft feemed to be a matter of little confe- 
quence, but in time became extremely advantageous, and made 
them mafters of all the affairs of the city: For moft of the 
law-fuits and differences returned to the people, to whom an 
appeal lay from all the judgments of the magiftrates; and in 
the affemblies of the people the greateft and moft important 
affairs of -the ft ate 
mined. 




relating to peace or war, were alfo deter- 


_ m 

The Areopagus, fo called from tlie # place where its affem 


p Piut. in Solon, p. 88. 

* This was an hill near the citadel of Athens, called Areopagus, that is to fay, 
The hill of Mars; becaufe it was there Mars had been tried for the murder of 
Halirrethius, the fon of Neptune. ^ 
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) 


biles were held 


5 


had been a long time eftablilhed. Solon 


ftored and augmented its authority, leaving to that tribunal, 


the fupreme 


of judicatu 


♦ 

fuperintendency over all affairs, as 
laws, of which he was the guardian, to be obferved and put in 


, a general infpe&ion and 

9 

alfo the care of caufing the 


execution 


* Before his time, the citizens of the greateft probity 
and juftice were made the judges of the Areopagus. Solon 
was the firft that thought it convenient that none fhould be 


honoured with that dignity, except fuch as had paffed through 

• q Nothing was fo augull as this fenate; 


the office of Archon 


fo 


very 


and its reputation for judgment and integrity became 
great, that the Romans fometimes referred caufes, which were 
too intricate for their own decifion, to the determination of this 


tribunal. 


Nothing was regarded or attended to here 


J 


and to the end that 


but truth only 5 


p 

external objects might divert the at 


tention of the judges, their tribunal was always held at night, 

> and the orators were not allowed to make ufe 


in the dark 


peroration 


of any exordium, digreffion, or 

Solon, to prevent, as much as poffible, the abufe which the 
people might make of the great authority he left them, creat- 

conffiling of four hundred men, a hun- 


ed a fecond council 


dred 


of every fribe; and ordered all caufes and affairs to 


be brought 


before this council, and to be maturely examined 


by them, before they were propofed to the general affembly 
of the people; to the judgment of which the fentiments of 

4 

to which alone belonged the 


the other were to fubmit 


and 


ght of giving a final fentence and decifion 


It was upon tl 


fubjedt Anacharfis, whom the reputation of the fages of Greec 

had brought from the middle of Scythia, faid one day to So 

Ion, I wonder you fhould empower the wife men only to deli 

berate and debate upon affairs, and leave the determination 
and decifion of them wholly to fools. 

Upon another occafion, when Solon was converting with 
him upon fome other regulations he had in view, Anacharfis 
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kftonifhed that he could expeCt to fucceed in his defigns of 

♦ 

reftraining the avarice and injuftice of the citizens by written 


laws 


) 


anfwered him in this manner: “ Give me leave to tell 


€C 


iC 


(C 


you , that your writings are juft like fpiders webs: The weak 
and fmall flies may be entangled and caught in them; but 
the rich and powerful will break through them, and defpife 


“ them. 


17 


Solon, who was an able and prudent 


man, was very fend 


ble of the inconveniencies that attend a democracy, or popular 
government: But, having thoroughly ftudied, and being per¬ 
fectly well acquainted with the character and difpofition of the 
Athenians, he knew it would be a vain attempt to take the fo- 


vereignty out of the people’s hands; and that if they parted 
with it at one time, they would foon refume it at another by 
force and violence. He therefore contented himfelf with li- 

r 

miting their power by the authority of the Areopagus and the 
council of four hundred; judging, that the ftate, being fupport 
ed and ftrengthened by thefe two powerful bodies, as by two 
good anchors, would not be fo liable to commotions and dis¬ 
orders as it had been, and that tlte people would be kept with¬ 
in due bounds, and enjoy more tranquillity. 

{hall only mention fome of the laws which Solon made, 
bv which the reader may be able to form a judgment of the 



feft. r In the firft place, every particular perfon was authoriz 
ed to efponfe the quarrel of any one that was injured and in 
fulted; fo that the firft comer might profecute the offender, 
and bring him to juftice for the outrage he had committed. 

The defign of this wife legiflator by this ordinance was to 

accuftom his citizens to have a fellow-feeling of one another’s 

♦ 

fufferings and misfortunes, as they were all members of one 
and the fame body. 


S 


By another law, thofe perfons, that in public differences 


and diflenftons did 


declare themfelves of one party 


ther 


5 


but waited to fee how things would go 


before they d 


termined, were declared infamous, condemned to perpetual 
banifhment, and to have all their eftates confifcated* Solon, 


r Plut. in Solon p. 88. 


* Ibid, p, 89. 
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had learned, from long experience and deep reflection, that the 


rich, the powerful, and even the wife and virtuous, 
the moft backward to expofe themfelves to the ii 
ties, which public diflenftons and troubles produce 


ufually 


fociety 


* 


and that their zeal for the public good does not render them 
fo aCtive and vigilant in the defence of it, as the paflions 


of 


the factious render thern induftrious to deftroy it; that the 
juft party, being thus abandoned by thofe that are capable of 
giving more weight, authority, and ftrength to it, by their union 

, becomes unable to grapple with the audaci- 


and concurrence 


To 


ous and violent enterprifes of a few daring innovators 
prevent this misfortune, which may be attended with the moft 
fatal confequences to a ftate, Solon judged it proper to force 
the well-afFe&ed, by the fear of greater inconveniencies to 
themfelves, to declare for the juft party, at the very beginning 
of feditions, and to animate the fpirits and courage of the beft 
citizens, by engaging with them in the common danger. By 
this method of accuftoming the minds of the people to look 


upon that man almoft 


enemy and a traitor, that Ihould 


appear indifferent to, and unconcerned at the misfortunes of 
the public, he provided the ftate with a quick and fure re¬ 
enter prifes of wicked and profligate 


courfe againft the fudden 
citizens. 


t 


Solon, abolilhed the giving of portions in marriag 


with 


young women, unlefs they were only daughters; and ordered 
that the bride Ihould carry no other fortune to her hulband. 


than three fuits 


clothes, and fome few houfehold goods 


of 


little value: For he would not have matrimony become a traf¬ 
fic, and a mere commerce of intereft; but deftred, that it 
ftiould be regarded as an honourable fellowship and fociety, in 
order to raife fubjedls to the ftate, to make the married pair 


and 


to 




live agreeably and harmonioufly together, 

Uual teftimony of mutual love and tendernefs to each other. 

Before Solon’s time, the Athenians were not allowed to 
make their wills; the wealth of the deceafed always devolved 

B b ij 
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upon his children and family. Solon’s law allowed every one, 

that was childlefs to difpofe of his whole eftate as he thought 

* 

fit; preferring, by that means, friendfhip to kindred, and choice 
to necelfity and conftraint, and rendering every man truly maf- 
ter of his own fortune, by leaving him at liberty to beftow it 
where he pleafed. Thisdaw, however, did not authorize in¬ 
differently all forts of donations: It juftified and approved of 

but thofe that were made freely and without any com- 


none 


i 


pulfion; without having the mind diftempered and intoxicat¬ 
ed with drinks or charms, or perverted and feduced by the al¬ 
lurements and carefles of a woman: For this wife lawgiver was 
juftly-perfuaded, that there is no difference to be made be¬ 
tween being feduced and being forced, looking upon artifice 
and violence, pleafure and pain, in the fame light, when they 
are made ufe of as means to impofe upon mens reafon, and to 
captivate the liberty of their under handings. 

u Another regulation he made was to leffen the rewards of 
the victors at the Iflhmian and Olympic games, and to fix 


them at a certain value, viz. a hundred drachms, which make 


about fifty livres, for the firft fort 


* 


and five hundred drachms 


9 


or two hundred and fifty livres for the fecond. He thought it 
a fhameful thing, that athletae and wreftlers, a fort of people, 
not only ufelefs, but often dangerous to the hate, fhould have 
any confiderable rewards allotted them, which ought rather to 
be referved for the families of thofe perfons who died in the 
fervice of their country; it being very juft and reafonable, that 
the ftate fhould fupport and provide for fuch orphans, who pro¬ 
bably might come in time to follow the good examples of their 

fathers. 

* 

In order to encourage arts, trades, and manufactures, the fe- 

m • • 

nate of the Areopagus was charged with the care of inquiring 
into the ways and means that every man made ufe of to get his 
livelihood ; and of chaftifing and punifhing all thofe who led 
an idle life. Befides the fore-mentioned view of bringing arts 
and trades into a flourifhing condition, this regulation was 
founded upon two other reafons, ftill more important. 


u Plut. is Solon, p. 9 I. Diog. Laert. in Solon, p 


/% 
* o 


7 
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i. Solon conftdered, that fuch perfons as have no fortune 
and make ufe of no methods of induftry to get their livelihood, 
are ready to employ all manner of unjuft and unlawful means 
for acquiring money; and that the neceflity of fubftfting fome 
way or other difpofes them for committing all forts of mifde 
meanors, rapines, knaveries, and frauds; from which fpring 

up a fchool of vice in 
fuch a leaven gains ground, 


the bofom of the commonwealth 




and 


does not fail to fpread its infec¬ 
tion, and by degrees corrupt the manners of the public. 

In the fecond place, The moft able ftatefmen have always 

is a troop of dan- 

after innovation 


looked upon thefe indigent and idle people 


gerous 


reftlefs, and turbulent 




It was for all 


and change, always ready for {editions and inftirrections, and 
interefted in revolutions of the ftate, by which alone they can 

hope to change their own fituation and fortune, 
thefe reafons, that, in the law we are {peaking of, Solon de¬ 
clared, that a fon fhould not be obliged to fupport his father 
in old age or neceflity, if the latter had not taken care to have 


his fon brought up to fome trade or occupation 


All children 


that were fpurious 
fame duty : For it 


and illegitimate, were exempted from the 


dent 


y 


fay 


Solon, that whoever con 


temns the dignity and fandlity of matrimony in fuch a manner, 
has never had in view the lawful end we ought to propofe to 


ourfelves in having children 


but 


nly the gratiflcatio 


of 


a 


loofe paflion. Having then fatisfled his own deflres, and had 
the end he propofed to himfelf, he has no proper right ove 
the perfons he begot, upon whole lives, as well as births, he 

has entailed an indelible infamy and reproach. 


W 


It was prohibited to {peak any ill of the dead 


becaufe 


ligion directs us to account the dead as facred, juftice requires 
us to fpare thofe that are no more, and good policy fhould hin¬ 
der hatreds from becoming immortal. 

It was alfo forbidden to affront, or give ill language to any 

body in 

blies, and in the theatres, during the time of reprefentation: 


the temples, in courts of judicature, in public aflem 
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to be no where able to govern 


paflions and refen tment 


argues too untraftable and licentious 


difpofition ; as to re 


> is a virtue be 


I 


ftrain them at all times, and upon all occaftons 

yond the mere force of human nature, and a perfection referved 
for the evangelical law. 

Cicero obferves, that this wife legiflator of Athens, whofe 
laws were in force even in his time, had provided no law againft 


parricide 
fwered 


* 


he 


ce 


u 


way to introduce 


and being afked the reafon why he had not 
That to make laws againft, and ordain punifhments 

was the 

rather than to prevent it.” I omit fe 


foi a crime, that had never been known or heard of. 


veral of his laws concerning marriage and adultery, in which 
there are remarkable and manifeft contradictions, and a great 


which 


mixture of light and darknefs, knowledge and erro 

generally find among the very wifeft of the heathens, who had 
no eftaohlhed principles or rules to go by* 


After Solon had puhlilhed his laws 


and engaged the peo 


pie by public oath to obferve them religioufly, at leaft for the 
tei m of a hundred years, he thought proper to remove from 
Athens, in order to give them time to take root, and to gather 


ftrength by cuftom 


alfo to rid himfelf of the trouble and 


importunity of thofe who came to confult him about the fenfe 

and meaning of his laws, and to avoid the complaints and odi¬ 
um of others : For. as he faid himfelf. in 




great 


undertaking 

u 


it is hard, if not impoflible, to pleafe all parties. He was ab 


fei 


ten year 


in which interval of time we are to pi 


his 


jourmes into Egypt, into Lydia, to vifit king Croefus, and into 


feveral other 


At his return he found the whole 


city in commotion and trouble 


* 


the three old factions 


vived, and had formed three different parties 


Lycurgus 


at the head of the people that inhabited the low-lands 


acles 


3 


the fea-coaft 


: Meg- 

ion of Alcmeon, was the leader of the inhabitants upon 


and Piftftratus had declared for the 


f 


to whom were joined the handier aft ftnen and labourers who 


M 


Ant. Jm C. 559 


p. 94 


* Sapienter fecifle dic:ti:r, cum de eo nihil fanxerit, quod antea commi/Tumnon 
erat; ne, non tam prohibere, quam admonere, videretur. Pro. Rof. Amcr. n. 70. 
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lived by their induftry, and whofe chief fpleen was againft the 
rich: Of thefe three leaders the two laft were the moft power¬ 
ful and confiderable. 

y Megacles was the fon of that Alcmeon whom Croefus 
had extremely enriched for a particular fervice he had done 
him. He had likewife married a lady, who had brought him an 
immenfe portion: Her name was Agarifta, the daughter of 
Clifthenes, tyrant of Sicyon. This Clifthenes was at this time 
the richeft and mod: opulent prince in Greece. In order to be 
able to chufe a worthy fon-in-law, and to know his temper, 
manners, and character, from his own experience, Clifthenes 

invited all the young noblemen of Greece to come and fpend 

for this was an ancient cuftom 

, and 


a year with him at his houfe; 

in that country. Several youths accepted the invitation 
there came from different parts to the number of thirteen 
Nothing was feen every day but races, games 


tournaments 


3 


magnificent entertainments 


3 


and 


erfations upon all forts 


who had 


of queftions and fubjeds. One of the gentleme 
hitherto furpaifed all his competitors, loft the princefs by uft 
ing fome indecent geftures and poftures in his dancing, with 
which her father was extremely offended. 


Clifthenes 


he 


end of the year, declared for Megacles, 
the noblemen away loaden with civilities and prefents 


and fent the reft of 

This 


was the Megacles of whom we are fpeaking 


* 


z Pififtratus was a well-bred man, of a gentle and infinuating 
behaviour, ready to fuccour and aftift the # poor j wife and mo¬ 
derate towards his enemies ; a moft artful and accomplifhed 
diffembler ; and one who had all appearances of virtue, even 


beyond the moft 


who feemed to be the moft zealous 





ftickler for equality among the citizens, and who abfolutely 

dared againft all innovations and change. 

It was not very hard for him to impofe upon the people with 

. But Solon quickly faw through 

B b iiij 


all this artifice and addr 





y Herod. 1 . vi. c. 125 


*3 r 


z Plut. in Solon, p. 95 


* We are not here to underftand fuch as begged or aiked 


for 


Ifocrates, there was no citizen that died of hunger, or dilhono 


Y by begging 


Areop. p. 369 
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his difguife, and perceived the drift of all his feem 


and fair pretences: Howev 


o 


y 


he thought fit to obferve meafures 


with him in the beginning, hoping perhaps by gentle methods 
to bring him back to his duty. 

a It was at this time * Thefpis began to change the Grec 
tragedy : I fay, change ; 


lan 


This novelty drew all the world after 


becaufe it was invented long before 


the reft 


Solon went amon 



y 


for the fake of hearing Thefpis, who atted himfelf. 


according to the cuftom of the ancient poets 


was ended 


y 


he called to Thefpis, and afked him 


When the play 


cc 


€S 


was not 


Why he 


Thefpis made anfv 


« 


fort 


y 


and 


afhamed to utter fuch lies before fo many people 

er * <c That there was no harm in lies of that 


<c verfion 




CC 


his flick upon the ground 
“ lying for our diverfion 


poetical fi&ions, which were only made for di 

eplied Solon, giving a great ftroke with 


No 


(f 


“ but if we fuffer and approve of 
will quickly find its way into our 


ferious engagements, and all our bufinefs and affairs 
In the mean time Pififlratus flill pufhed on his point; and 


order to accomplifh it, made ufe of 


y 


ftratagem, that fuc 


ceeded as well as he could expe£l. c He gave himfelf feveral 

and in that condition, with his body all bloody, he 


wounds 


caufed himfelf to be carried in a chariot into the market-pl 

where he raifed and enflamed the populace, by giving them 

understand that his enemies had treated him at that i 

that he was the victim of his zeal for the public good 
An aftembly of the peop 


y 


r 

y 


and 


and 


there it was refolved 
could make againft i 



th 


e was immediately convened; 
te of all the remonftrances Solon 
ffty guards fhould be allowed Pi- 


fiftratus for the fecurity of his perfon 


the number 


much 


He foon augmented 


he thought fit, and, by their means 


y 


made himfelf mafter of the citadel 

themfelves to 


flight, and the whole city 


All his enemies betook 


great confter 


a Pint, in Solon, p. 95. b Herod. 1 . i. c. 59 

Tragedy was in being a long time before 


64. 


c Plut. in Solon, p. 95, 96. 


fp 


b 


Thefp 


firft that improved this chorus, by the addition of a perfonage or character, who, 

ver their fpirits recited an 


time to take breath 


ad 1 c < f forre illuftrious perfon. And this recital gave occafion afterwards for 
introducing the fubjedts of tragedies. 
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/ 

nation and diforder, except Solon, who loudly reproached the 
Athenians with their cowardice and folly, and the tyrant with 
his treachery. Upon his being afked, what it was that gave 


him fo much firmnefs and refolution? “ It is. 




faid he. 


ic 


my 


<( 


old age. 


77 


He was indeed very old, and did not feem to rifk 


much, as the end of his life was very near: Though it often 
happens, that men grow fonder of life, in proportion as they 
have lefs reafon and right to defire it fhould be prolonged. But 

Pififlratus, after he had fubdued all, thought his conquefl im- 

% 

perfect till he had gained Solon: And as he was well acquaint¬ 
ed with the means that are proper to engage an old man, he 
carefTed him accordingly; omitted nothing that could tend to 


foften and win upon him 


and fhowed him all poilible marks 


of friendship and efleem, doing him all manner of honour^ 
having him often about his perfon, and publicly profefling a 
great veneration for his laws; which in truth he both obferved 
himfelf, and caufed to be obferved by others. Solon, feeing 


for his laws 


himfelf, and caufed to be obferved by others. S< 
it was impoflible either to bring Pififlratus by fair means to 
Bounce this ufurpation, or to depofe him by force 
a point of prudence, not to exafperate the tyrant 


thought it 


ate the tyrant by 


rejecting 


the advances he made him; and hoped at the fame time, that, 
by entering into his confidence and counfels, he might at leafl 
be capable of conducting a power which he could not abolifh, 
and of mitigating the mifchief and calamity that he had not 
been able to prevent. 

Solon did not furvive the liberty of his country two years 
complete : For Pififlratus made himfelf mailer of Athens, un¬ 


der the archon Comias, the fir ft 


j 


ar of th 






ifl Olympiad; 


and Solon died the year following, under the archon Hegeilra 


tus, who fucceeded Comias. 


The two Darties 

cV- 


hofe heads 


Ly 


and Me 


to 


ng, drove Pififlratus out of Ath 


here 


was foon 


recalled by Megacles, who gave him his daughter in marriage 
But a difference, that arofe upon occafion of this match, hav 


But a difference, that arofe upon occafion of this match, hav¬ 
ing embroiled them afrefh, the Alcmaeonidae had the worft 
of it, and were obliged to retire. Pififlratus was twice depofed, 


and twice found means 
quired him his power, 


to reinflate himfelf. 
and his moderation m 


His artifi 


ac 


d him in 
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► and without doubt his * eloquence, which even in Tully's 
judgment was very great, rendered him very acceptable to the 
Athenians, who were but too apt to be afFedted with the 


charms of difcourfe, as it made them forget the care of their 
liberty. An exadt fubmiflion to the laws diftinguifhed Piliftra- 
tus from moil other ufurpers ; and the mildnefs of his go\*ern 
ment was fuch, as might make many a lawful fovereign blufh. 
For which reafon, the char after of Piliftratus was thought 
worthy of being fet in oppofition to that of other tyrants. 
Cicero, doubting what ufe Caefar would make of his vidtory 
at Pharfalia, wrote to his dear friend Atticus, f u We do not 
yet know, whether the defliny of Rome will have us groan 


16 under a Phalaris 


live under a Pihftratus 




This tyrant indeed, if we are to call him fo, always fhowed 
himfelf very popular and moderate ; d and had fuch a com¬ 
mand of his temper, as to bear reproaches and infults with 

it in his power to revenge them with 


patience 


j 


when he had 


a word. His gardens and orchards were open to all the citi 


which he was afterwards imitated by Cimon 


€ 



faid he was the firft who opened a public library in Athens, 
which after his time was much augmented, and at laft carried 


cus 


into Per ha by Xerxes f , when he took the city. But Seleu 

Nicanor, a long time afterwards, reftored it to Athens 
Cicero g thinks alfo, it was Pihflratus, who firft made the A 
thenians acquainted with the poems of Homer; who difpofed 
the books in the order we now find them, whereas before they 
were confufed, and not digested; and who firft caufed them 
to be publicly read at their feafts, called Panathenaea. h Plato 
afcribes this honour to his fon Hipparchus. 


1 


Piiiftratus died in tranquillity, and tranfmitted to his fons 


d Val. Max. 1 . v. c. f. e 
g Lib. iii. de. Orat n. 137. 

1 Arid. lib. v. de. Rep. c. IZ. 


Athen. 1 . xii. p. 532. 


f Aul 


g95. 


vi. c. 17 


b In Hipparch. p. 228. 


* Piiiftratus dicendo tantum valuiiTe dicitur, ut ei Athenienfes regium imper 


um 


Val. Max. 1 . viii. c. 9 


Quis do<£tior iifdem. temporibus 


inftruifUor fuifle 


f In 
Ep. xix. 


Pififtrati ? Cic. de Orat. 1 . iii. n. 137. 

li eft Phalarimne. an Pififtratum. fit imitaturus 


Ad Attic. 1 . vii. 
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the fovereign power, which he had ufurped thirty years be 


fore 


feventeen of which he had reigned in peace. 


k His fans were Hippias and Hipparchus. 


Thucydides adds 


a third 


which he call 


o 


Theffalus. 


They feemed to have in 


herited from their father an affection for learning and learned 


men. 


# 

Plato, who attributes to Hipparchus 


what we have 


faid concerning the poems of Homer, adds, that he invited to 
Athens the famous poet Anacreon, who was of Teos, a city of 


Jonia \ and that he fent a veffel of fifty oars on purpofe for him. 
He likewife entertained at his houfe Simonides, another fa¬ 
mous poet of the ifie of Ceos, one of the Cyclades, in the 


one of the Cyclades 


in the 


.JEgean fea, to whom lie gave a large pennon 


and made very 


rich prefents. 


The defign of thefe princes in inviting men of 


letters to Athens was 
minds of the citizens. 


fay 


Plato 


foften and cultivate the 


and to infufe into them a relifb and lov 


for virtue, by giving them a tafle for learning and for fci 


Their 


extended 


the inftruCcing of the pea 


fants and country people, by ere&ing, 


1 1 y in the fir 


of the city, but in all the roads and highways, flatues of flone, 
called Mercuries, with grave fentences carved upon them; in 


with grave fentences 


which manner thofe filent monitors gave inftruclive lefions to 
all paffengers. Plato feems to fuppofe, that Hipparchus had the 


authority 


or that the two brothers reigned together. 


But 


Thucydides 


1X1 


fhows, that Hipp 


the eldefl of the fens 


fucceeded his father in the government. 


However it were 


their reign in the 


fc> 


after the death 


of Pififlratus,-was only of eighteen years duration. It ended 
in the following manner. 

n Harmodius and Ariflogiton, both citizens of Athens, had 
contracted a very flricl friendfhip. Hipparchus, angry at the 
firft for a perfonal affront he pretended to have received from 


him 


revenge himfelf upon his filler 


put 


public affront 


upon her 


by obliging her fhamefully to retire from 


fo 1 c m n 


procefiion, in which fhe was to carry one of the facred bafle¬ 
ets alledging, that fhe was not in a fit condition to afiift at 


k A. M. 3478. 


Ant. J. C. 526. 


Tr. Hip. p. 32?, 329. 




Lib. vi. p. zzj. 


n Thucyd. 1. vi. p. 446 —450 
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fuch a ceremony. 

ing ftung to the quick by fo grofs and outrageous an affront 
took, from that moment, a refolution to attack the tyrants 


Her brother, and his friend hill 


be 


9 


And to do it the more effectually, 
tunity of a feftival, w 


they waited for the oppor 
hich they judged would be very favour 
able for their purpofe. This was the feaft of the Panathenaea, 
which the ceremony required, that all the tradefmen and artifi 


in 


fhould be under arms 


For the greater fecurity, they only 
admitted a very fmall number of the citizens into their fecret; 
conceiving, that, upon the firft motion, all the reft would join 


them 
market 


Fhe day bein 




come 


y 



y 


armed with dag 


they went betimes into the 
rs. Hippias came out of the 


palace 


y 


and went to the Ceramicum, which was a place without 


the city, where the company of guards then were 


give the 


neceftary orders for the ceremony. The two friends followed 

% 

him thither, and coming near 
fpirators talking very familiarly with him, which made them 


him 




faw one of the 


pprehend they were betrav 



They could have executed 


their defign that moment upon Hipp 


9 


but 


were 


willing 


to begin their vengeance upon the author of the aftfon 


they had received 


They therefore returned into the city. 


where meeting with Hipparchus^ they killed him 
immediately apprehended, themfelves were flain, 
found means to difpel the ftorm. 

After this affair he obferved no meafures 


y 


but being 
d Hippias 


y 


and 


gned like 


a true tyrant, putting to death a vaft number of citizens. 

9 

guard himfelf for the future againft a like enterprife, and 

anv accident. 


To 


he 


fecure a fafe retreat for himfelf, in cafe of any acc 

endeavoured to ftrengthen himfelf by a foreign fupport, and 

to that end gave his daughter in marriage to the fon of the 
tyrant of JLampfacus. 


In the mean time, the Alcmaeonida 


9 


who 


from the be 


ginning of the revolution had been banifhed from Athens by 

atus, and who faw their hopes fruftrated by the bad fuc- 


Piliftr 


cefs of the laft confpiracy, did not however lofe courage, but 
turned tneir views another way. As they were very rich and 


° Herod. 1 , v, c, 6z—96. 
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powerful, they got themfelves appointed by the AmphiCfyons 
that is, the heads of the grand or general council of Greece 
fuperintendents for rebuilding the temple of Delph 


for 


or 


hundred thoufand 


and 


the fum of three hundred talents, 

livres # . As they were very generous in their natures 
befides, had their reafons for being fo on this occafion, they 
added to this fum a great deal of their own money, and made 


the whole frontifpiece of the temple all of Parian marble, at 


wher 


by the contrail made 


nly to have been made of common. 


their particular expence; 
the AmphiClyons, it was 

ftone. 

The liberality of the Alcmaeonidae was not altogether a free 

;nce towards the god of 
Policy was the chief mo- 

tive. They hoped by this means to acquire great credit and 


bounty; neither was their magnific 


D elph 


pure effect of relig 


influence in the temple, which happened according to their 

The money which they had plentifully poured 

* mailers 


expectation. 

into the hands of the priefteft, rendered them abfolute 
of the oracle, and of the pretended god who preflded 


j 


and who, for the future, becoming their echo, faithfully repeat 


ed the words they dictated 


him 


3 


and gratefully len 


them 


the afliftance of his voice and authority 


As often, therefore 


I 


any 


Spartan came to confult the prieftefs, whether upon 

no promife was 


his own affairs 


upon thofe of the flate. 


made him of the god’s afliftance, but upon condition that 

er Athens from the yoke of 


the Lacedaemonians fhould deliv 


This order was fo often repeated to them b 


y 


the 


m 


ak 


e 


ft the Pi 


tyranny. 

oracle, that they refolved at laft 
liftratides, though they were under the ftrongell engagements 

of friendihip and hofpitality with them; heiein prereiring tl 
will f of God, fays Herodotus, to all human confiderations. 

The firft attempt of this kind mifearried; and the troops they 
fent againft the tyrant were repulfed with lofs 


Notwith 


i 


icy 


made a fecond, which feemed to 


ing, a little time after, 
promife no better an iliue than the 
Lacedaemonians, feeing the fiege they had laid before A 


firft 


becaufe moft of 


* Atxnit L- 40,000 flerling. 
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likely to continue a great while, retired 
number of troops to 


carry it 


Book K 

and left only a final! 

children. 


But the tyrant 


who had been clandeffinely conveyed out of the city 

_i • r* 


be put in a fafe pi 
to redeem them 


order 


being taken by the enemy, the father, 

... , A , » was ob % ed to come to an accommodation 

I!! _ 6 “ ianS> hy Whkh h was fti Pulated, that he ihould 

Accordingly he adtu- 
and fettled at Sigaeum, 


depart out of Attica in five days time 

ally retired within the time limited, 
a town in Phrygi 


„ w feated at the m0uth of the river Scamandw. 

Hmy obferves, that the tyrants were driven out of Athens 
the fame year the kings were expelled Rome. Extraordinary 
onours were paid to the memory of Harmodius and Arifto- 
g.ton. Their names were infinitely remedied at Athens in all 
fucceedmg ages, and almoft held in equal reyerence with thofe 


of the gods 
market 



y 


Statues were forthwith ere&ed to them 

which was an honour that never had been 

The very fight of thefe ftatues 


the 


ex 


dered to any man before. 

pofed to the yiew of all the citizens', kept up their Wd an'd 
deteftation of tyranny, and daily renewed their fentiments of 
gratitude to thofe generous defenders of their liberty 
had not fcrupled to purchafe it with their lives 


with their blood 


t who 

and to feal it 


Alexander the Great, who knew how dear 


the memory of thefe men was to the Athenians 


they carried their zeal 


j 


and how far 


this refpedt, thought he did them 


and 


enfible pleafure in fending them the ftatues of thofe two great 
men, which he found in Perfia after the defeat of Darius 
which Xerxes before had carried thither from Athens. 8 

city, at the time of her deliverance from tyranny, did not 
fine her gratitude folely to the autho 


This 


s of her liberty; but 

tended it even to a woman, who had fignalized her 


that occafion 


This woman was 


iia 


, who, by the charms of her beauty, and Ikill i 
the harp, had particularly captivated Harmodius 


courage 
named Leo- 


on 


giton 


After their death 


1 playing 

and Arifto 


the tyrant 


concealed nothing from this woman 


y 


who knew they had 


caufed her to be put to 


M. 3496 


Ibid. c. 8 


s 


nt. J. C. 508. Q Plin. 1 . xxx 
Ibid, 1 . vii, c. 23, et I. xxxiv. c. 8 
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the torture, in order to make her declare the names of the 
other confpirators. But fhe bore all the cruelty of their tor¬ 
ments with an invincible conftancy, and expired in the midft 
of them; glorioufly fhowing the world, that her fex is more 
courageous, and more capable of keeping a fecret, than fome 
men imagine. The Athenians would not fuffer the memory 
of fo heroic an action to be loft : And, to prevent the iuftre of 
it from being fullied by the confideration of her character as a 
courtezan, they endeavoured to conceal that circumftance, by 
reprefenting her in the ftatue, which they ere&ed to her ho¬ 
nour, under the figure of a lionefs without a tongue. 

£ Plutarch, in the life of Ariftides, relates a thing, which 
does great honour to the Athenians, and which {hows to what 
a pitch they carried their gratitude to their deliverer, and 
their refpeCl for his memory. They had learned, that the 
grand-daughter of Ariftogiton lived at Lemnos, in very mean 
and poor circumftances, nobody being willing to marry her 
upon account of her extreme indigence and poverty. The 
people of Athens fent for her, and marrying her to one of the 
moft rich and confiderable men of their city, gave her an eftate 
in l^nd in the town of Potamos for her portion. 

Athens feemed, in recovering her liberty, to have alfo reco¬ 
vered her courage. During the reigns of her tyrants {lie had 
a died with indolence and inactivity, as knowing what £he did 
was not for herfeif, but for them. But, after her deliverance 
from their yoke, the vigour and activity {lie exerted was of a 
quite different kind; becaufe then her labours were her own. 

Athens however did not immediately enjoy a pefeCt tran¬ 
quillity. Two of her citizens, Clifthenes, one of the Alcmae- 
onides, and Ifagoras, who were men of the greateft credit and 
power in the city, by contending with each other for fuperi- 
ority, created two confiderable factions. The former, who 

had gained the people on his fide, made an alteration in the 

* 

form of their eftahlifhment, and inftead of four tribes, where¬ 
of they confifted before, divided that body into ten tribes, to 
which he gave the names of the ten fens of Ion, whom the 


£ Page 3.35. 
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Greek hiftorians make the father and firft founder of the na¬ 
tion. Ifagoras, feeing himfelf inferior in credit to his rival, had 

recourfe to the Lacedaemonians. Cleomenes, one of the two 
kings of Sparta, obliged Clifthenes to depart from Athens, 
with feven hundred families of his adherents. But they foon 
returned, and were reftored to all their eftates and fortunes. 

The Lacedaemonians, flung with fpite and jealoufy againft 
Athens, becaufe lhe took upon her to aft independent of their 
authority; and repenting alfo, that they had delivered her from 

her tyrants upon the credit of an oracle, of which they had 
fince difcovered the import ure, began to think of reinftating 
Hippias, one of the fons of Pififtratus; and to that end fent 
for him from Sigaeum, whither he had retired. They then 
communicated their deflgn to the deputies of their allies, whofe 

afliftance and concurrence they propofed to ufe, in order to ren- ' 

der their enterprife more fuccefsful. 

* 

The deputy of Corinth fpoke firft on tins occafion, and ex- 
prefled great aftonifliment, that the Lacedaemonians, who were 
themfelves avowed enemies of tyranny, and profeffed the great- 
eft abhorrence for all arbitrary government, Ihould defire to ef- 
tablilh it elfewhere; defcribing, at thefame time, in a lively man¬ 
ner, all the cruel and horrid effefts of tyrannical government, 
as his own country Corinth had but very lately felt by woful 
experience. The reft of the deputies applauded his difcourfe, 
and were of his opinion. Thus the enterprife came to nothing; 
and had no other effeft, but to difcover the bafe jealoufy of the 
Lacedaemonians, and to cover them with ftiame and confufion. 

Hippias, defeated of his hopes, retired into Alia to Arta- 

phernes, governor of Sardis for the king of Perfia, whom he 

endeavoured by all manner of means to engage in a war againft 

Athens ; reprefenting to him, that the taking of fo rich and 

powerful a city would render him mafter of all Greece. Arta- 

phernes hereupon required of the Athenians, that they would 

reinftate Hippias in the government; to which they made no 

other anfwer, but by a downright and abfolute refufal. This 

was the original ground and occafion of the wars between the 

Perfians and the Greeks, which will be the fubjeft of the fol- 
lowing volumes. 
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Illustrious Men , 'who diflinguijhed themfe 

Sciences . 


Arts and 



begin with the poets, becaufe the mo ft ancient* 

Homer, the moft celebrated and illuftrious of all the poets, 
is he of whom we have the leaft knowledge, either with refpedt 
to the country where he was born, or the time in which he liv¬ 


ed. 


Among the feven cities of 



that contend for the 


honour of having given him birth, Smyrna feems to have the 
beft title. 

4 

u Herodotus tells us, that Homer wrote four hundred years 
efore his time, that is, three hundred and forty years after 



% 

the taking of Troy: For Herodotus flouriihed feven hundred 
and forty years after that expedition. 

«• 

Some authors have pretended, that he was called Homer, 
becaufe he was born blind. Valieius Paterculus rejects this 

* C( If any man, u fays he,” believes that 


ftory with contempt. * cc 
€< Homer was born blind, he muft be fo himfelf, and even have 
€ ‘ loft all his fenfes.” Indeed, according to the obfervation of 

are rather pidlures than poems ; fo 


Cicero w , Homer’s works 


perfedbly does he paint to the life, and fet the images of every 
thing he undertakes to defcribe, before the eyes of the reader : 
And he feems to have been intent upon introducing all the 
moft delightful and agreeable objedls that nature affords, into 
his writings, and to make them in a manner pafs in review be¬ 
fore his readers. 

f What is moft aftonifhing in this poet is, that having ap- 


Volume IL 


C c 


v Lib. ii. c. 53. A. M. 3160. Ant. J. C- 844. w Tuf. QuaefL 1 v. n. 1x4. 

* Quern fi quis caecum gentium putat, omnibus fenfibus orbus ell. Paterc. 
1. i. c. 5. 

•f Clarillimum deinde Homeri illuxit ingenium, fine exemplo maximum : qui, 
magnitudine operis, et fulgore carminum, folus appcllari Poeta meruit. In quo 
hoc maximum ell, quod neque ante ilium,quem iile inntaretur; nequc poll ilium, 
qui imitari eum poflit, inventus eli: nequc quemquam alium, cujus operis primu* 

audlor fuerit, in eoperfedhlTiinum, practerHomerum et Archilochum reperiemus* 

Vcl. Pater. 1 . i. c-j. 
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plied himfelf the firft, at leaft of thofe that are known, to that 


kind of poetry 


which is the mo ft fublime and difficult of 


he fhould however foar fo high, and with fuch rapidity, at the 


firft flight as it were 


to carry 


at once to the utmoft per 


fedtion; which feldom or never happens in other 
flow degrees, and after a long feries of years. 


but by 


The kind of poetry we are fpeaking-of, is the epic poem, 
fo called from the Greek word Uo f ; becaufe it is an action re¬ 


lated by the poet 


The fubjedt of this poem muft be great 


ftrudlive, ferious, containing only 


principal 


which 


all the reft muft refer, and be fubordinate 


And this principal 


addon muft have palled in a certain fpace of time, which muft 
not exceed a year at moft. , 

Homer has compofed two poems of this kind, the Iliad and 


the Odyfiey 


The fubjedl of the firft is the anger of Achill 


> 


fo pernicious to the Greeks, when they befieged Ilion 


* 


Troy 


and that of the fecond is, the voyages and adventures of Ulyffi 


after the taking of that city. 

It is remarkable, that no nation in the world, however learn¬ 
ed and ingenious, has ever produced any poems comparable to 
his ; and that whoever have attempted any works of that kind, 
have taken their plan and ideas from Homer, borrowed all their 


have taken their plan and ideas from Homer, borrowed all their 
rules from him, made him their model, and have only fucceed- 
ed in proportion to their fuccefs in copying him. The truth 
is, Homer was an original genius, and fit for others to be form¬ 
ed upon : x <( Fons ingeniorum Homerus.” 


All the greateft: 

appeared for thefe 


and the moft exalted geniufes, that have 




thoufand and five or fix hundred years, 


in Greece, Italy, and ellewhere; thofe, whofe writings 


forced ftill 


us 


to think, to 


admire; who are ftill our mafters, and who teach 
d reafon, to fpeak and to write; all thefe, * fays 


Madam Dacier, acknowledge Homer to be the greateft of poets, 
and look upon his poems as the model for all fucceeding poets 
to form their tafte and judgment upon. After all this, can 


X 


P3in. I. xvii. c. 5 . 


$ 


In Homer’s life, which is prefixed to the tranflation of the Iliad, 


« 
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there be any man fo conceited of his own talents, be they 


fo great, as reafonably to prefume, that his deciftons fhould 
prevail again ft fuch an univerfal concurrence of judgment in 
perfons of the moft diftinguifhed abilities and characters 


? 


So many teftimonies, fo 


5 


fo conftant, and fo 


fal, entirely juftify Alexander the Great’s favourable judgment 

> which he looked upon as the moft 


of the works of Homer 

excellent and valuable production of human wit 
“ limum humani animi opus.” 




iC 


pretiofif- 


2 Quintilian, after having made a magnificent encomium up¬ 
on Homer, gives us a juft idea of his character and manner of 
writing in thefe few words: « Hunc nemo in magnis fublimi- 




parvis proprietate fup 


nt. 


«< 


fus, jucundus 


Idem laetus ac pre 


turn copia turn brevitate mirabilis 


I11 great things, what a fublimity of exprefhon; and in little, 

what a juftnefs and propriety! Diffufive and concife, pleafant 

and grave, equally admirable both for his copioufhefs and his 
brevity. 


Hesiod 


The moft common opinion is, that he was 


temporary with Homer. It is faid, he was born at Cuma, 


a 


town 


.ZEolis 


1 but that he was brought up at Afcra, a little 
town in Boeotia, which has lince, palled for his native country. 
Thus Virgil calls him the old man 


of Afcra 


We know lit 


tie or nothing of this poet, but by the few remaining poems 


of his 


y 


all in hexameter verfe; which are, ift, “ The Works 


6 C 


and Day 


*9 


y 


2dly 




* 


he Theogony 


yy 


y 


or 


the genealogy of 


the gods; 3%, « The fhield of HerculesGf which laft, fome 
doubt whether it was wrote by Hefiod. 

1. In the firft of thefe poems, entitled, “ The Works and 




Day 


5> 


Heiiod treats of agriculture, which requires, befides 


a great deal of labour, a prudent obfervation of times, feafons 

and days. This poem is full of excellent fentences and max 
ims for the cor 

lively defcriptioi 


1 


duCt 


life 


He 




begins it with a fhort 


y 


but 


y 


of two forts of difp 


5 


the one fatal to 
mankind, the fource of quarrels, difeords, and wars j and the 


Cc ij 


* Plin 1* xvii, c. 29. 


2 Quint. 1. x, c. i a 


a Eclog, vi, ver 70* 
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other infinitely ufeful and beneficial to men, as it 


fharpens 

their wits, excites a noble and generous emulation among them, 

prepares the way for the invention and improvement of 

He then makes an admirable defcription of 


and 


and fciences 


the four different ages of the world; the golden, the filver 


* 


the brazen, 
golden age. 


and the iron age. The perfons who lived in the 
are thofe whom Jupiter after their death turned 


• ♦ 

into fo many Genii 


f P 




and then 


ppointed them 


guardians over mankind, giving them a commifllon to go up 

i invifible to the fight of men, and to ob- 


and down the earth 


ferve all their good and evil actions. 

This poem was Virgil’^ model in compofing his Georg 
as he himfelf acknowledges in this vc 


i 


rfe 


Afcraeimique cano Romana per oppida 


\ 


ic 


And fing the Afcraean verfe to Roman 


The choice made by thefe two illuftrious poets of this fub- 
ject for the exercife of their mufe, fhows in what honour the 
ancients held agriculture, and the feeding of cattle, the two 
innocent fources of wealth and plenty. It is much to be de¬ 
plored, that, in after-ages, men departed from a tafte fo agree 
able to nature, and fo well adapted to the prefervation of in 
nocence and good manners. Avarice and luxury have entirely 


banifhed it the world. 


«« c 


Nimirum alii fubiere ritus 


5 


circa 


<c 


que alia mentes hominum detinentur, et avaritiae tantum ar 


t( tes coluntur. 




2 . 




The Theogony” of Hefiod, and the poems of Homer, 
may be looked upon as the fureft and moft authentic archives 
and monuments of the theology of the ancients, and of the c 
pinion they had of their gods. For we are not to fuppofe, that 
thefe poets were the inventors of the fables which we read 
in their writings. They only colle<fted, and tranfmitted to pof- 
terity, the traces of the religion which they found eftablifhed 
and which prevailed in their time and country. 





. lc The Shield of Hercules” is a feparate fragment of a 
poem, wherein it is pretended, Hefiod celebrated the mo ft il- 


Geor. I, ii. ver. 176 


Plin. in Prooem. 1 


* Aca'/uovic, 


V 
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Juftrioiis heroines of antiquity: And it bears that title, becaufe 

among other things, a long defcription of the fhield 
> concerning whom the fame poem relates a parti- 


it contains, 
of Hercules 


cular adventure 


This poetry of Heliod, in thofe places that are fufceptible 

i is very elegant and delightful, but not fo fub- 


of ornament 

lime and lofty as that of Homer, Quintilian reckons him the 
chief 


the middle manner of writing 


a d 


Datur ei palma 




illo medio dicendi genere 


PP 


e Archilochus. The poet Archilochus, born in Paros, 


in 


ventor of 


Iambic verfe 


lived 


m 


the 


me of Candaules 

* 

ornmon with Ho- 


king of Lydia. He has this advantage in common 
mer, according to Valleius Paterculus, that he carried at once 


a kind of poetry, which he 


ted 


a 


great perfec 


tion; The feet which gave their name to thefe verfes, and 


which at firfl were the 


nly fort ufed 


are 


fhort, and one long fyliable. The lambic 




pof?d of 
fuch as it 


bv Archilochu 


3 


feems 


ery proper for the 


lent 


and energic ftyle : Accordingly we fee, that Horace, fpeaking 

of this poet, fays, that it was his anger, or rather his rage, that 

armed him with his Iambics, for the exercifing and exerting of 
his vengeance. 

Archilochu m proprio rabies armavit Iambo f. 

And Quintillian * fays, he had an uncommon force of ex 
preffion ; 


on ; was full of bold thoughts, and of thofe ftrokes that 
are lliort, but keen and piercing; in a word, his dvle was 
ftrong and nervous. The longed; f of his poems were faid to 
be the bed. The world have palled the fame judgment upon 
the orations of Demodhenes and Cicero 5 the latter of whom 
fays the fame of his friend Atticus’ letters. 

* 

s The verfes of Archilochus were extremely biting and licen 

C c iij 


d Lib. i. c.5. 

f Art. Poet. v. 79 


e A. M. 3280. Ant. J. C. 724. 

£ Hor. Epod. Od. vi. et Epilt. xix. 1 . i 


Summa in hoc vis elocutionis, cum validae turn breves vibrantefq 




tiae, plurimum fanguinis dtque nervorum. Qu 


c. 1. 


i 


Ariftophani Archilochi iambus, fic epiftola lengiflima quaeque optima 


detur. Cic. Epift. xi. 1 . 10. ad Atticum 


l 
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Book V .. 


tious ; witnels thofe lie writ 


gainft Lycambus his father 


law, which drove him into defpair. For this double* reafon, 
his poetry, how excellent foever it was reckoned in other re- 
fpe< 5 ts, was banifhed out of Sparta 5 as being more likely to cor¬ 
rupt the hearts and manners of young people, than to be ufe- 
ful in cultivating their undemanding. We have only fome 
very fhort fragments that remain of this poet. 


Such 


a nice 


nefs in a heathen people 


3 


gard to the quality of the books 


which they thought young people fhould be permitted to read 


highly worth 






and juflly reproaches many Chrif- 


iians 


v 

Hipponax. This poet was of Ephefus, and fignalized his 


wit fome years after Archilochus 


3 


and with the fame force and vehemence 


the fame kind of poetry. 


tie, lean, and fiend 


He was f ugly, lit- 
Two celebrated fculptors and brothers, 
Bupalus and Athenis, (fome call the latter Anthermus) diverted 

themfelves at his expence, and reprefented him m a ridiculous 
form. 


It is dangerous to attack fatiric poets. Hipp 


re 


torted their pleafantry with fuch keen ftrokes of fatire, that 
they hanged themfelves out of mortification : Others fay they 
only quitted the city of Ephefus, where Hipponax lived. His 
malignant pen did not fpare even thofe to whom he owed his 


life 


How monfhrous was this 


Archilochus 


Horace if joins Hipp 


with 


gerous 


, and reprefents them as two poets equally dan 
In the Anthologia h there are three or four epi 


* 


k'Anthol. 1 . iii. 

acedaemonii libros Archilochi e civitatc fua exportari jufferunt, quod 


rum parum verecundam ac pudicam ledlionem 


Noliuerunt enim 


delfet 


roxum fuorum animos inibui, ne plus moribus noceret, quam ingetiiis pro- 
Itaque maximum poetam, apt certe fummo proximum, quia domum fibi 

invifam obfoenis maledidtis laceraverat, carminum exilio muldaru- t. Val. Pat. 

1 


. vi. c 


t Hipponadli notabilisvultus foeditas erat: quamobrem imaginem 


rum 11 propofuere ridentium 


Quod Hipponax /ndignatus amai 


quod falfum eft. Pbn. 1 . xxxvi. c. 5. 


aliquibus ad laqueum eosimpulliTe 


afperrimus 


Parata tollo cornua: 


Qualis Lycambae fpretus infido gener 


Aut acer hoftis Bupalo 


Ep od 
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grams, which defcribe Hipponax as terrible even after death 
They admonifh travellers to avoid his tomb, as a place 


from 


whence a dreadful hail perpetually pours 


y 


TOVpOVm 


TOV < t } pix.1ov 

It is 




Fuge grandinantem tumulum* horrendum 
ght he invented the Soazon verfe* in 




which the 


Spondee Is ufed in he ad of the Iambus in the fixth foot of the 
verfe that bears that name. 

Stesichorus. He was of Himera, a town in Sicily; and 


excelled in Lyric poetry 


j 


did thofe oth 


po 


we are going 



to fpeak of. Lyric poetry is that* the verfes of which* digefte 
into odes and flanzas* were fung to the lyre, or to other fuch 
like inftruments. Steiichorus flourillied between the 37th and 
the 47th Olympiad. 1 Paufanias* after many other fables* re¬ 


lates* that 


Steiichorus having been punifhed 




- 1 


tn 


lofs of 


6 

fight for his fatirical verfes againh Helen 


did 


it 




till he had retract 
trary to the hrft 

linodia. Quiiiti! 
heroes, and that 


his inveflives* by 


hi 


* 


1 


r 


nd of ode 




con 


d Pa 


fays* that he fung of wars and iiiuftr 
fupportea upon the lyre all the dignity 


nd 


majefty of epic poetry 


A L C M A 


He was of Lacedaemon 


or 


y 


as fome will have 


it 


* of Sardis in Lydia, and lived much aoout trie fam 


time 


S 


Some 


make him the hrft author of amorous 


verfes. 


Lefbos : It is from 


He was 


pro 


Alcaeus. He was born at Mitylene in 

him that the Alcaic verfe derived its name 
feffed enemy to the tyrants of Lefbos* and particularly to Pit 

tacus, againft whom he perpetually inveighed 



is faid of h 


with fuch fear 
and ran away. 


y 


that being once 


his verfes 


battle, he was feized 



terror 


y 


that he 


rew 


down his arms 


f Horace has thought fit to give us 

c 111J 


the fame 



Paufan. in Lacon. p 


Herod. 1 , v. c. 95 


» 


tefichorum, quam lit ingenio validus, materiae quoque oilendunt, maxima 


bella et clariflimos canentem duces, et epici carminis oner a lyra fuflinentem 


JLib. x. c. 1. 


•J* Tecum Philippos et celerem fugam 

Senfi, relidla non bene pannula. 


Hor. Od. vii. 1 . 2 
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Book F, 


account of himfelf, 


1 

upon prowefs 


upon 


Poets do not value themfelves fo much 
wit Quntilian fays that the ftyle of 


Alcaeus was clofe, magnificent, and 
his character, adds, 


5 


and 


9 


omplete 


, that he very much refembled Homer. 
Simonides. This poet was of the ifland of Ceos in the JE g 


fea 


He continued to flourifh at the time of 



expedi 


tion 


He f excelled principally in funeral elegy. The 


tion of local memory is afcribed to him, of which I have fpoke 

elfwhere|. At twenty-four years of age he difputed for and 
carried the prize of poetry. 

1 The anfwer he'gave a prince who afked him what God was* 


much celebrated 


That prince was Hiero, king of Syracufe, 
The poet defired a day to confider the queftion propofed to 
him. On the morrow he afked two days; and whenever he 
was called upon for his anfwer, he ftill doubled the time. 


The king, furprifed at this behaviour, demanded his reafon 

It is, replied Simonides, becaufe the more I confider 

a quanto dim* 


for 


the queftion, the more obfeure it feems 


: ff Quia 

tius confider q, tanto mihi res videtur obfeurior 


99 


The 


fwer 


wife 


1 if it proceeded from the high idea which he 
conceived of the Divine Majefty, which || no underftanding 
can comprehend, nor any tongue exprefs. 

m After having travelled to many cities of Afia, and amaf- 

fed confiderable wealth, by celebrating the praifes of thofe in 
his verfes. 


who were capable of 


barked for the ifland of Ceos 


9 


his 


arding him well, he em- 
ative country. The fhip 


Cic. de Nat* Deor. 1. i. n. 15 


Phaedr. 1 


IV. 


In eloquendo brevis et magnificus et diligens, plerumque Komero fimilis 


V 



Sed ne reli<ftis, Mufa praeax, jo 
Ceae retraces niunera naeniae, 

Moeftius lacrymus Simonideis. 


Horat. 


Cat ull. 


| Method of Teaching and Studying the Belles Lettres. 


definitions crefcit 
Nobis ad intef 
aeftimanius, di.m 


Deus, qyod et turn dicitur, non poteft dici: cum aeiTematur 
i; cum comparatur, non poteft comparari; cum definitur, ip ft 
S. Aug. Term de temp. cix. 

6tum pedins ancruflum eft. Et ideo 


lie 


(Deum) d 


1 


abil 


mcimus 


modun 


Dei qui fe putat nofee, minuit: qui non vuit minuere 


M 
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» 

\v2ls call away. Every one endeavoured to faVe what they 
could. Simonides took no care of any thing; and when he 


was afked the reafon for it, he 


plied 




> 


I carry all I ha 


about me; 




Mecum, inquit 


* 


mea funt cun<fta 




Several 


of the company were drowned by the weight of the thing 
they attempted to fave, and thofe who got to fhore were rob 

bed by thieves. 


All that efcaped went 


was not far from the place where the veffel was loft 


Clazomena, which 

One of 


the 


who loved learning, and had read 


poems of 

Simonides with great admiration, was exceedingly pleafed, and 
thought it an honour to receive him into his lioufe, He fup- 
plied him abundantly with neceffaries, wliilft the reft were ob¬ 
liged to beg through the city. The poet, upon meeting them 

did not forget to obferve how juftly he had anfwered them in 

, inquit, mea mecum effe cuncla; 






d to his effect 

---i* 


CC 


D 


(t 



quod rapuiftis, pent 




He was reproached with having dishonoured poetry by his 

making his pen Venal, and not compofmg any verfes 

, n In Ariftotle we find 


avarice, in 

% 

till he had agreed on the price of them 


hich does him no honour. A perfon who 


a proof of this, v 

had won the priz 
compofe a forig of triumph upon that fubjedt. The poet 


the chariot 


deftred Simonides 


\ 


5 


no 




thinking the reward fuffic 


* 


plied, that he could 



it well. This prize had been won by mules, and he pretend¬ 
ed that animal did not afford the proper matter for praife 
Greater offers were made him, which ennobled the mule 
and the poem was made. Money has long had po\\ : 
flow nobility and beauty. 

Et genus et formjim regina pecunia donat. 

As this animal is generated between a fhe-afs and an horfe, 
the poet, as Ariftotle obferves, conlidered them at firft only 
on the bafe fide of their pedigree. But money made him take 
them in the other light, and he ftyled them “ illuftrious foals 

** of rapid fteeds: 5 ’ 


Xcof 


uiWorroSav Svfj-Tgig 'nrTT'jv. 


Sappho. She was of the fame place, and lived at the fame 
time with Alcaeus. The Sapphic verfe took its name from hex. 


> 


n ,Rhet. 1. iii. c. a 



t 
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She compofed a confiderable number of poems, of which there 
are but two remaining; which are fufficient to fatisfy us that 
the praifes given her in all ages, for the beauty, pathetic foft- 
nefs, numbers, harmony, and inlinite graces of her poetry, 
are not without foundation. As a further proof of her merit 
ihe was called the tenth Mufe; and the people of Mitylene 




engraved her image upon their mqney.. It were to be wifhed 


9 


that the purity of her 


manners 

x 


had been equal to the beauty 


of her genius; and that (he had not difhonoured her fex by 
her vices and irregularities. 

° Anacreon. This poet was of Teos, a city of Ionia. He 
Jived in the 27th Olympiad. Anacreon fpent a great part of 
his time at the court of Polycrates, that happy tyrant of Samos 
and not only (hared in all his pleafures, but was of his council 


9 


p Plato tells us, that Hipparchus, one of the fons of Pififtratus, 



4 ~ 


fent a vefTel of fifty oars to Anacreon, and wrote him a mod 
obliging letter, intreating him to come to Athens, where his 
excellent works would be efteemed and relifhed as they de¬ 
ferred. It is faid, the only ftudy of this poet was joy and plea 
fure: And thofe remains we have of his poetry fufficiently 

confirm it. We fee plainly in all his verfes, that his hand 

■ 

is impoffible to 



writes what his heart feels and di&ates. 
exprefs the elegance and delicacy of his poems: Nothing could 
be more eftimable, had their objed been more noble. 


Thespis. He was the fird inventor of Tragedy. 


I defer 


fpeaking of him 
tragic poets. 




till 



come to gi\ 


fome account of the 


Of the Seven Wise Men of Greece . 

These men are too famous in antiquity to be omitted in this 
prefent hiflory. Their lives are written by Diogenes Laertius. 

Thales, the Milefian. If Cicero * is to be believed, Thales 
was the mod illuftrious of the feven wife men. It was he that 
laid the fird foundations of philofophy in Greece, and founded 


0 Herod. 1 . iii. c. 121. 


P In Hippar. p. 228, 229, 




Princeps Thales, unus e feptem, cui fex relicjuos concefliffe primas ferunt 


Lib. iv. Acad Quaefl, n. 118. 
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the fedl called the Ionic fe£t; becaufe he, the founderiof it, 
was born in the country' of Ionia. 

q He held water to be the firft principle of all things; and 
that God was that intelligent being, by which all things were 
formed by water. The firft of thefe opinions he had borrow¬ 
ed from the Egyptians, who, feeing the Nile to be the caufe 
of the fertility of all their lands, might eafily imagine from 
thence, that water was the principle of all things. 

He was the firft of the Greeks that ftudied aifronomy. He 
had exadbly foretold the time of the eclipfe of the fun that 
happened in the reign of Ailyages, king of Media, of which 
mention has been made already. 

He was alfo rhe hr if that fixed the term and duration of the 
folar year among*the Grecians. By comparing the bignefs of 
the fun’s body with that of the moon, he thought he had dis¬ 
covered, that the body of the moon was in folidity but the 
feven hundred and twentieth part of the fun’s body, and con- 
fequently, that the folid body of the fun was above feven hun¬ 
dred times bigger than the folid body of the moon. This 
computation is very far from being true; as the fun’s folidity 
exceeds not only feven hundred times, but many millions of 
times, the moon’s magnitude or folidity. But we know, that 
in all thefe matters, and particularly in that of which we are 
now fpeaking, the firft obfervations and difcoveries were very 

imperfect. 

r When Thales travelled into Egypt, he difcovered an eafy 
and certain method for taking the exact height of the pyra¬ 
mids, by obferving the time when the fhadow of our body is 
equal in length to the height of the body itfelf. 

s To fhow, that philofophers were not fo deftitute of that 
fort of talents and capacity, which is proper for bufinefs, as 
fome people imagined; and that they would be as fuccefsful 
as others in growing rich, if they thought fit to apply them- 
felves that way, he bought the fruit of all the olive-trees in 
the territory of Miletos, before they were in bloffom. The 

9 

r Plin, J.. sisvi c. ia» 


q Lib i. de 'iat. Deor n. 25. 
* Cis. 1 . i. de Diviu. n. ill. 


I 




HISTORY OF GREECE. Book V. 


9 


had probably enabled 



profound knowledge he had of nature 
him to forefee that the year would be extremely fertile, 
proved fo in effect $ and he made a confiderable profit of his 

bargain, 

4 

He ufed to thank the gods for three things; that he was 
born a reafonable creature, and not a beaft 

a woman; a Greek, and not a Barbarian 


9 


man, and not 


Upon his mother 

prefling him to marry, when he was young, he told her. 


was then too foon 


9 


told her 


and after feveral years were elapfed 


9 


it 

he 


9 


was then too late 


As he was one day walking, and very attentively contem 


plating the ftars, he chanced to fall into a ditch 


Ha 


fay 


him a gobd old woman that was by, how will you perceive what 

pafles in the heavens, and what is fo infinitely above your head 

if you cannot fee what is juft at your feet, and before your nofe ? 

* He was born the firft year of the 35th, and died the firft 

year of the 58th Olympiad: Confequentiy he lived to be abovq 
ninety years of age. , , 


SoLon 


His life has been already related at length 


Chjlo. He was a Lacedaemonian 


him 

felf 


Very little is related of 


JEfop afking him one day, how Jupiter employQd him 


€6 


In humbling thofe 


99 


lays he 


9 


€6 


that exalt themfelves 


9 




and exalting thofe that abafe themfelves 


3 ? 


He died of joy at Pifa, upon feeing his fon win the prize at 
boxing, at the Olympic games. He fasd, when he was dying, 
that he was not confcious to himfelf of having committed any 
fault during the whole courfe of his life, an opinion well be¬ 
coming the pride and blindnefs of a heathen philofopher; un- 
lefs it was once, by having made ufe of a little diffimulation 
and evafion, in giving judgment in favour of a friend: In 
which addon he did not know, whether he had done well or 
ill-. He died about the fifty-fecond Ofimpiad. 

Pittacus. He was of Mitylene, a city of Lefbos. Joining 
with the brothers of Alcaeus, the famons Lyric poet, and with 
Alcaeus himfelf, who was at the head of the exiled party, he 


IA. M. 3467- Ant.J. 0.545, 
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An 


drove the tyrants who had ufurped the government, out ’©f that 


ifland 


The inhabitants of Mitylene, being at war with the Atheni¬ 
ans, gave Pittacus the command of the army. To fpare the 


blood of his fellow 


y 


he offered to fight Phrynon the 


nemy’s general, in fingle combat. The challenge was accept 


Pittacus was victorious, and killed his adverfary 


ed. 

Mityl 

ferred the fovereignty of the city upon him 


The 


of gratitude, with 


unanimous confent 


which he ac 


pted 


9 


ana 


behaved himfelf with fo much moderation and 


wifdom, that he was always refpedted and beloved by his fub- 
jefls. 

In the mean time Alcaeus, who was a declared enemy to all 


tyrants, did 


fpare Pittacus in his verfes, notwithftanding 


the mildnefs of his government and temper, but inveighed fe 



againft him. The poet fell afterwards 


Pittacus 


hands, who was fo far from taking revenge, that he gave him 
his liberty, and fhowed by that a£t of clemency and generofity, 

that he was only a tyrant in name. 

After having governed ten years with great equity and wif 

*Iie 


dom, he voluntarily refigned his authority, and retired 
ufcd to fay, that the proof of a good government was, to engage 

the fubjedts, not to 

for him. It was a maxim with him, that no man fliould 
give himfelf the liberty of fpeaking ill of a friend. 


be afraid of their prince, but to be afraid 


or even of 


an enemy 


He died in the 5 2d Olympaid. 


Bias. We know but very little of 


13 




las. 


He obliged Aly 


attus, king of Lydia, by a ffratagem, to raife the fieg 


C 


ofP 


? 


where he 


born. This city was hard preffed with fai 


f 


upon which he caufed two mules to be fattened, and contrived 
a way to have them pafs into the enemy’s camp. The good 
condition they were in aftoniflied the king, who thereupon fent 



epu 
but really to 

Bias guefling 


the city, upon pretence of offering terms of peace, 
obferve the ftate of the town and the people. 


d 


y 


dered the granar 


to b 


filled 


E; r d -njxihf 0 uppyjy 


rOxi y.v %’irlvj Z.KK lirtQ uvtv. Plut. in 


Con v. fupt. fip. p. I; 2, 
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Booh r ,; 


with great heaps of fand, and thofe heaps to be covered 


with 


When the dep 




and made report 


the king, of the great plenty of proviiion they had feen in the 

city, he hefitated no longer, but concluded a treaty, and raifed 

the fiege. * One of the maxims Bias particularly taught and 

recommended, was, to do all the good we can, and afcribe all 
the glory of it to the gods. 


Cleobulus. We know as little of this wife man 


9 


of the 


former. He was born at Lindos 


9 


or 




lbme will have 




Caria 


town in the ifle of Rhodes 
He invited Solon to com 


3 


and live with him, when Pififtratus had ufurped the fovereign- 
t j of Athens. * 

Periander. He was numbered among the wife men, though 
he was a tyrant of Corinth. When he had firft made himfelf 
matter of that city, he writ to Thrafybulus, tyrant of Miletos, 
to know what meafures he fhould take with his new-acquired 
fubjetts. The latter, without any other anfwer, led the meffen- 


ger into a field of wheat, where, in walking along he beat 
down with his cane all the ears of corn that were higher than 
the reft. Periander perfectly well underftood the meaning of 
this enigmatical anfwer, which was a tacit intimation to him. 


that, in order to fecure his own life, he fhould cut off the moft 


eminent of the Corinthian 
Plutarch, Periander did n< 


U 


But, if we may believe 


relifh fo cruel 


He writ circular letters to all the wife men, inviting them 


to pafs fome time with him at Corinth 




they had done the 


w 

year before at Sardis with Croefus. Pririces in thofe days 
thought themfelves much honoured, when they could have 
fiuch guefts in their houfes. x Plutarch defcribes an entertain¬ 
ment which Periander gave thefe 


illuftrious guefts 


3 


and ob 


ferves 


3 


the fame time, that the decent fimplicitv of 


9 


adapt- 

. did 


ed to the tafte and humour of the perfons entertained, 
him much more honour, than the greateft magnificence could 
have done. The fubjedt of their difcourfe at table was fome- 


u In Conv. fept- fap. 
x In Conv. fept. lap. 


w Diog. Laert. in vit. Periand 


* w O, ti oiv ccyccQcv 'C3rf«T7wf, u$ 
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times grave and ferious, and fometimes pleafant and gay 
of the company propofed this queftion 
perfect popular government 


4*5 


? That, anfwered Solon 


One 


Which is the moft 


where 


injury done to any private citizen is fuch to the whole body 




That 


Thales 


fays B 


9 


where the law has no fup 


Phat 


> 


fay 


where the inhabitants are neither too rich 


9 


nor 


poor 


That 


, fays Anacharfis 
detefted: Says Pittacus, 


) 


where virtue is honoured 
where dignities are always 




and 


ferred upon the virtuous, and 


upon the wicked 


con 

Say 


Cleobulus 


) 


where the 


ment: Says Chilo 


fear blame, more than punifh- 

. and 


* 


where the laws are more regarded 


have more authority than the 


From all thefe opini 


Periander concluded 




that the mod: perfect popular go 


that which came neareft to ariftocracy, 

a few 


vernment would be 

where the fovereign authority is lodged in the hands of 
men of honour and virtue* 

Whilft thefe wife men were aflembled together at Per 


der 


9 


rier arrived from Amahs king of Egypt, with. 

with whom that king kept a clofe correfpon- 

er was. to confult him how 


a letter for Bias, 

dence. The purport of this let 
he fhould anfwer a propofal made to him by the king of Ethio 


pia. 


of 



drinking up the fe 


which cafe the Ethiopian 


kins promifed to refign to him a certain number of cities in 




his dominions 


But if he did not do 


* 


he, Amafis 


was 


to give up the fame number of his cities to the king of Ethio- 
pia. It was ufual in thofe days for princes to propound fuch 


gmatical and puzzling queftions to one anotb 



fwered him direftl) 


9 


and advifed him to accept the offer 


9 


on 


condition that the king of Ethiopia would hop all the rivers 

;a t for the bufinefs was only to drink up 



that flow into the 
the fea, and not the rivers. 

effect aferibed to ^Eiop. 

I mu ft not here forget to take 

of whom I have been fpeaking, 

compofed verfes themfelves, fom 


We find an anfwer to the fame 


9 



r 


r 




iotice, that thefe wife men 
ere all lovers of poetry, and 
of them a considerable nun> 

fubjc&s of morality and policy, which are certainly 




topic 




rthy of the mufes 
y Piui. in Solon, p* 79* 


y Solon 


} 


however 




is re 



4.i £ 
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preached for having written fome licentious verfes; which may 

teach us what judgment 4 e ought to form of thefe pretended 
wife men of the Pagan world. 

b 

Inftead of fome of the wife men which I have mentioned 


fome people have fubftituted others 


ample, Myfo 3 

moft known in ftory 


* 


as Anacharfis, for 


Epimenides, Pherecydes. The firft of thefe is th 




Anacharsis 


temperance 


tion’. 

family 


Long before Solon’s time the Scythian No 

frugality 


mades were in great reputation for their fimplicity. 


y 


and juftice 


Anacharfis was one of thefe Scyth 


Homer calls them a very juft 


A certain Athenian 


y 


reproached him with his country 
plied Anacharfis, is no 


ans, and of the royal 

* 

n company with Anacharfis, 

My country, you think. 


re 


great honour to me 


my opinion, are no 
fenfe, profound knowled 

pafs for one of the feven wife men 


and you. Sir, in 


great honour to your country. His good 


and great exper 


> 


made him 


He wrote a treatife in 


upon the art military, and compofed another tract on the lav. 
of Scythia. 

He ufed to make vifits to Solon 

with him, that he compared laws to cobwebs 
tangle little flies. 



was in a converfa 


which only 


whilft wafps and hornets break through them 
Being mured to the auftere and poor life of the Scythians 


he fet little value upon riche 


and fee him 


Croefus invited him to 




come 




and without doubt hinted to him 


able to mend his fortune 


that he 


cc 


cc 


faid the Scyth 


his anfwer 


X have no occafion for your gold 


j 


9 



(C 


came into 




cc 


cc 


to enrich my mind, and improve my under handing; I fhall 

be very well fatisfied, if I return into my pwn country 
with an addition to my wealth. 


not 


cc 


knowledge and 




► but with an increafe of 

However, Anacharfis accepted the 


invitation, and went to that prince 

a We have already obferved that jEfop was much furprifed 
and difatisfied at the cold and indifferent manner in which So¬ 
lon viewed the magnificence of the palace, and the vail trea- 
fures of Croefus; becaufe it was the mailer and not the houfe. 


z Iliad. 1. xi. ver. 6 . 


a Plut. pi Cojiv, fept, fap. p. ijj . 
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that the pbilofopher would have had reafbn to admire 


<c 


417 

Cer- 


u 



11 




fays Anacharfis to .ZEfop on that occafion, “ you have 


6C forgot your own fable of the fox and panthe 


The latter 




for her higheft 


9 


could only fhow her fine fkin 


> 


beau-. 


« tifullv marked and fpotted with different colours 


The fox 


fkin 


9 


the contrary, was very pla 


9 


but contained within 


1 

“ it a treafure of fubtilties, and ftratagems of infinite value 


€€ 


This very image, continued the Scyth 


9 


fhow 


me 


your 


<( own character 


You 


affefted with a fplendid outfide 


* 


ec 


sc 


whilft you pay little or no regard to what is truly the man, 
that is, to that which is in him, and confequently properly 


fC 


his. 


71 


This would be the proper place for an epitome of the life 
and fentiments of Pythagoras, who flourifhed in the time of 

which I have been fpeaking. 


But this 1 defer till I come to 

another volume, wherein I defign to join a great many philo- 
fophers together, in order to give the reader the better oppor¬ 
tunity of comparing their refpedtive do6trines and tenets. 
JEsop. I join ZEfop with the wife men of Greece; 


not onlv 


hecaufe he was often amongft them*, but becaufe be taught 

wifdom with far more art than they do who teach it by 


true 


rules and definitions. 

♦ 

ZEfop was by birth a Phrygian, 
bundance of wit: But with regard to his body, he was hunch 


As to his mind, he had 


back 





little, crooked 


9 


deformed 


9 


and withal of 


very un 


comely countenance; having fcarce the figure of a man; 
for a coniiderable time, almofi: without the ufe of fpeech 


and 


5 


As 


his condition of life, he was a fl 


o 


nd the merchant who 


had bought him, found it very difficult to get him off his hands 


fo extremely 
deformity. 
Volume //. 



ople fhocked at his unfightly figure and 


Dd 


JEfopus ille e Phrygia fabulator, hand immerito fapiens exiftimatus eft ; cum 


quae 


JL * 

eft, led feftivos delcdlabilefque apolcgos corrimtntus, res falufcri- 
iter animadverfas, in mentes aninioftjue homnium, cum audienoi 


quadarn illecebra 


Aul. GclL No<ft. Art. 1 . ii, c. 29 
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The fir ft mafter he had, fent him to labour in the field 
whether it was that he thought him incapable of any better em 
ployment, or only to remove fo difagreeble an obje£t out of 



He was afterwards fold to 


philofopher, named Xanthus 


I fliould never have done, fhould I relate all the ftrokes of wit 
the fprightly repartees, and the arch and humorous circum 


I 


fiances of his words and behaviour 


One day his mafter 


9 


de« 


figning to treat fome of his friends, ordered JEfop to provide 
the beft things he could find in the market. -dEfop thereupon 
made a large provifion of tongues, which he defired the cook 
to ferve up with different fauces. When dinner came, the 
firft and fecond courfe, the laft fervice, and all the made difhes. 


were tongues 


* not order you 


> 


fay 


Xanthus in 


Jent paffion, to buy the beft victuals the market afforded ? And 
Jiave I not obeyed your orders ? fays jEfop. Is there any thing 
better than tongues ? Is not the tongue the bond of civil fo- 
clety, the key of fciences, and the organ of truth and reafon ? 


By means of the tongue cities are built, and governments 
ftablifhed and adminiftered: With that men inftvuft, perfuade, 
«*nd prefide in affemblies: It is the inftrument by whi^h we 
acquit ourfelves of the chief of all our duties, the praifing and 
adoring the gods- Well then, replied Xanthus, thinking to 


catch him 


3 


go to market 


^am to-morrow 

o * • » 


y 


and buy me the 


worft things you can find* This faiqe company will dine with 
me, and I have a mind to diverfify my entertainment. AEfop 


the next day provided nothing but the very fame difhes; tel¬ 
ling his mafter, that the tongue was the worft thing in the 


world 


It 


y 


fays he, the inftrument of all ftrife and 


lion, the fomenter of law-fuits, and the fource of divifions and 
wars: It is the organ of error, of lies, calumny, and blafphemy* 

jEfop found it very difficult to obtain his liberty. Onq of 
the firft ufes he made of it was to go to Croefus, who, on ac¬ 
count of his great reputation and fame, had been long deli- 


rous to fee him 


The ftrange deformity of -ZEfop 


perfon 


fhocked the king at firft, and much abated the good opinion 

he had conceived of him. But the beauty of his mind fooa 
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difcovered itfelf through the coarfe veil that covered it; and 
CroefuaJound, as -Mop faid on another occafion, that we ought 
not to confider the form of the veffel, but the quality of the 
liquor it contains. 

b He made feveral voyages into Greece, either for pleafure, 
or upon the affairs of Croefus. Being at Athens fome fmall 
time after Pififtratus had ufurped the fovereignty, and abolifhed 
the popular government, and obferving that the Athenians 
bore this new yoke with great impatience, he repeated to them 


the fable of the frogs who demanded a king from Jupiter. 

It is doubted whether the fables of -Mop, fu ( ch as we have 
them, are all his, at leaf! in regard to the expreflion. Great 
part of them are afcribed to Planudius, 


who wrote his life 


and lived in the fourteenth century. 

.Mop is taken for the author and inventor of this firnple 

and natural manner of conveying inftru&ion by tales and fables; 

in which manner Phaedrus fpeaks of him: 

JEfopus au< 5 tor qtiam materiam repefit, 

Hanc ego poliyi verfibus fenariis. 

But the * glory of this invention is really the poet Hefiod’s; 
an invention which does not feem to be of any 


tance 


any great impor- 

♦ 

ordinary merit; and yet has been much efteemed 
and made ufe of by the greateft philofGphers and ableft poli¬ 
ticians. 

turned fome of .ZEfop’s fables into verfe 


c Plato tells us, that Socrates, a little before he died. 


And Plato himfelf 


earneftly recommends it to nurfes to inffruft their children in 
them betimes, in order to form their manners, and to infpire 

them early with the love of wifdom. 

Fables could never have been fo univerfally adopted by all 

nations, as we fee they have, if there was not a vaft fund of 

Ddij 


b Phacdr* 1 . x. fab. 2* c Plat, in Phaedf. p. 60. 


d Lib. ii. de Rep. p. 378. 


* Iliac quoque fabulae, quae, etiamfi originem non ab iEfopo acceperunt, (nam 
videtur earum primus aildtor Hefiodus) nomine tamen iEfopi maxime celebran- 
tur, ducere animos folent, praecipue rufticorum et imperitorum : qui et fimplicius 


quae 





<Sfca funt audiunt, et capti voluptate,facile iis quibus deledtantur conlentiunt* 


Quintil. 1» v. c. 12* 
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4 

tifeful truths contained in them, and agreeably concealed un- 

ain and negligent difguife, in which their peculiar 


der that 



character confifts. The Creator, certainly defigning the prof- 
pe<Sl: of nature for the inftru&ion of mankind, endued the brute 
part of it with various inftindts, inclinations, and properties, to 
ferve as fo many pi&ures in little to man of the feveral duties 
incumbent upon him, and to point out to him the good or 
evil qualities he ought to acquire or avoid. Thus has he giv¬ 
en us, for inftance, a rfvely image of meeknefs and innocence 


and 


in the lamb; of fidelity and friendfhip in the dog; 
the contrary, of violence, rapacioufnefs, and cruelty in the wolf, 
the lion, and the tyger; and fo of the other fpecies of animals: 
and all this he has defigned, not only as infix nation. 


but 


as a 


fecret reproof to man, if he fhould be indifferent about thofe 


qualities in himfelf, which he cannot forbear efteeming, or 
tefting, even in the brutes themfelves. 

This is a dumb language, which all nations underhand 


de 


It 


is a fontiment 


engr 


nature, which every man carries 


about him. iEfop was the firfi: of all the profane writers, 
who laid hold of, and unfolded it, made happy applications of 
It* and attracted mens attention to this fort of genuine and 
natural infixu&ion, which is within the reach of all capacities, 
and equally adapted to perfons of all ages and conditions. 

, in order to give body and fubftance to 


He 


n f* 

3 L 


he firfi that 


vir 


tues, vices, duties, and maxims of fociety, did, by an ingenious 


> 


artifice and innocent fidfion, invent the method of clothing 
them with graceful and familiar images borrowed from nature, 
by giving language to brute beafis, and afcribing fenfe and rea- 
fon to plants and trees, and all forts of inanimate creatures. 

The fables of AEfop are void of all ornament 5 but abound 


with good fenfe, and are adapted to the capacity of children, 
for whom they were more particularly compofed. Thofe of 
Thaedrus are in a fiyle fomewhat more elevated and diffufed, 

9 

but at the fame time have a fimplicity and elegance, that very 
much refemble the Attic fpirit and ftyle, in the plain way of 
writing, which was the finefi: and mofi: delicate kind of compo- 

Monfieur de la Fontaine* 


fition in ufe among the Grecians. 
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•who was very fenfible that the French tongue is hot fufceptible 
of the fame elegant {Implicity, has enlivened his fables with a 
fprightly and original turn of thought and expreffion, peculiar 
to himfelf, which no other peffon has yet been able to imitate. 


Were the fables of Fhaedrus unknown 


It is not eafy to conceive, why # Seneca lays down as a fa<St* 

that the Romans to his time had never tried their pens in this 
kind of compofition. 

to him ? 

e Plutarch relates the manner of iEfop’s death. He went 

to Delphos with a great quantity of gold and iilver, to offer, 
in the name of Croefus, a great facrifice to Apollo, and to 

quarrel which 



give each inhabitant a f confiderable fum. 
arofe between him and the people of Delphos, occafioned him, 

after the facrifice, to fend back the money to Croefus, and to 

* 

inform him, that, thofe for whom it was intended, had rendered 
themfelves unworthy of his bounty. The inhabitants of Del¬ 
phos caufed him to be condemned as guilty of facrilege, and 
to be thrown down from the top of a rock. The god, offend- 

; fo 


ed by this action, punifhed them with a plague and famine*, 
that, to put an end to thofe evils, they caufed it to be fignified 
"in all the aflemblies of Greece, that if any one, for the honour of 


ATop, would come and claim vengeance for his death, they 
would give him fatisfa&ion. f At the third generation a man 
from Samos prefented himfelf, who had no other relation to 
^fop, but being defcended from the perfons who had bought 
that fabulifL The Delpliians made this man fatisfadtion, and 

thereby delivered themfelves from the peftilence and famine 
that diflreffed them. 

The Athenians, thofe excellent judges of true glory, eredte 
a noble ftatue to this learned and ingenious {lave; to let all tb 



people know 


3 


fays 


Or 

O 


Phaedrus 


9 


that the ways of honour were 


De fera Numinis vindicta, p. 556, 55 7 
lib. ii. 


f Kerod 1 . ii. c. 134 


* 


Non audeo te ufque ed producere 


ft 


5 tu-oque et .iEfopeos logos, in- 
venuilatc connedtas, Senec. de 


Confol. ad Polvb 



: 27 
qual 
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of>en indifferently to all mankind, and that it was not to birth, 

fo diftingui£hing an homage. 

AJfopo ingentem ftatuam pofuerc Attici, 

Servumque collocarunt aeterna in bafi, 

Patere honoris feirent ut cundli viam, 
free geueri tribui, fed virtuti gloriam. 




4 
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